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THE 
TWENTIETH BOOK. 


oF 


THE ARGUMENT. 


Tux champion of the Amazons diſcovers himſelf to be Guido of the 

| houſe of Clarmont, and gives an account of the hiſtory and firſt 
eſtabliſhment of the Amazon Government. The warriors conſult- 
together on the means of quitting the country. Marphiſa would 

_ perſuade them to effect it by force of arms. Guido takes the 
management upon himſelf; and next morning they attempt to 
break through the whole body of the Amazons, but are nearly 
| overpowered by numbers, when Aſtolpho, blowing his horn, drives 
all the Amazons before him. Sanſonetto, Guido, Gryphon, Aqui- | 
lant, and Marphiſa, being terrifted with the reſt, precipitately 
| haſten on board the ſhip prepared for them, and leave Aſtolpho 
behind them. The knights and Marphiſa afterwards landing, 
Marphiſa parts from the others. Her encounter with Gabrino, 
Pinabello, and laſtly with Zerbino. „ 


Os > 


a 


In hardy camps, with wreaths unfading crown'd, 


And 


TE 
TWENTIETH BOOK 
or 


ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


IN felds of battle and the Muſes' lore, 


AWhat wonders haye beenwroughtby dames of yore, 

| Whoſeſkillin arms and letters ſpreads their praiſe 
Throughout the world to their far- diſtant days! 

Camilla and Harpalice, renown'd | 3 


N 7 tn fell, f oY &c.] This introduction ſeems to hare i 
been copied and enlarged by Spenſer in his Fairy Queen. 


Where is the antique glory now become, 

That whilom wont in women to appear? 

Where be the brave atchieyements done by ſome? 
Where be the battles, where the ſhield and ſpear, c.? 


Book III. C. iy. St. t. 5 


ver. 3. Camila * el Camilla, queen of the Vol- 


ſcians, a female warrior, who came to the aſlſtance of Turnus, 


and 


32 


* oct LACE 7265 res __— $4 e > 5 
1 wr ig See BM 


P op — ee — 2g 


* ORLANDO rURoso. Bi. xx. 
And Sappho and Corinna, held ſo high 
For Learning's ſacred gifts ſhall never die. 


| Oppos'd to man, behold the beauteous race, 


In every ſcience, our renown efface; 10 


And each, who turns the leaf of ry ouſt, 
Shall undiminiſh'd ſee their honours Int, 
Though ſuch examples ſeem of late to fail, 


Not always evil influence ſhall prevail, 


and was treacherouſly ſlain by Aruns. See VIXCGII's En. vii. xi. 
Harpalice was a warlike virgin of Thrace, who, when the Getz, a 
people of Scythia, had made her father priſoner, collected together a 
body of troops with great celerity, ſuddenly attacked the ys cut. : 


a great number to pieces, and ſet her father at liberty. 


Ver. 7. — Sappho and Corinna, Sappho, a well-known 
poeteſs, born at Leſbos. See her Epiſtle to Phaon, in Ovip. : 
There were three of the name of Corinna, all {killed in letters. One 
was of Thebes, one of Theſpis, and the third of Corinth. The 
laſt lived at the time, and is ſuppoſed to have been the favourite, of 


Ovid; but the moſt famous was ſhe who, in a trial of poetry, conquer- 


ed the great poet Pindar, Her glory ſeems to have been fully 


eſtabliſhed by the public memorial of her picture exhibited in her na- 


tive city, and adorned with a ſymbol of her victory. Pauſanias, 
who ſaw it, ſuppoſes her to have been one of the handſomeſt women 
of her age. Time has left 1 us * a few (craps of Corinna's poetry. 
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B. XX. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 5 


When thoſe, whoſe writin gs ſhould their worth reveal, 


Through ignorance or envy oft conceal : 16 


Yet in our times, I ſee with joyful eyes 
Such countleſs virtues in the ſex ariſe, | 


As well may claim the pen and faithful page 


To hand them down to every future age. 20 


Thenflanderers'tonguesnomore with canker'd ſpeech 
Shall taint thoſe glories which they cannot reach; 
But to ſuch height ſhall ſoar the female name, 
As even to leave behind Marphiſa' s fame. 

To her we now return—The dame addreſs'd 25 
The courteous knight, and anſwer'd his requeſt. 
Eager to know the youth, ſhe ſoon reveal'd 

In few, her dreadful name, till then conceal” d: 
Marphiſa am 1 call'd— 


no more ſhe ſaid, 


For fame through every realm the reſt had ſpread. 30 


The ſtranger then 


All here, 1 truſt may know 
: The glorious ſtock t to + which my birth I owe! 


: Not only France, and Spain, each nel ighbouring land, 
But Ethiop, Ind, and Pontus“ frozen ſtrand, 


Have heard of Clarmont's far-reſounding name, 35 
Whence the bold kni ght⸗ ho ſlew Almontes' came; 
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6 ORLANDO runs. B. xx 
And he“, by whom the fierce Mambrino ſlain, 
(His kingdom laid in ruin) preſs'd the plain. 
That blood I boaſt—and near the Euxine waves, 
Where Iſther with his ſtreams the region laves, 40 
To Amon's duke (who on that fated ſhore | 
His wanderings ended), me Conſtantia bore. 
One year has roll'd, ſince her, in ſorrow loſt, 
] left to ſeek my friends on Gallia's coaſt: 
But, midſt the voyage, roſe a ſtormy wind, Fo 
And hither drove me from the port deſign d. 
Ten months have paſt, fince here detain'd, I mourn 


The lingering hours, and curſe each day' Sreturn. 


Guido the Savage, am I calld——a name „„ 
Scarce yet recorded on the liſt of fame. „„ 
e „ Here, 
* Rixauno. | 


vu 49. | Guido the Savage, —] This character appears to TP 
been introduced by Arioſto, as no ſuch name occurs in Boyardo. 
Spenſer has a knight with the appellation of “ Savage knight,” which 
| ſeems given him not from any reproach, but merely to expreſs a diſ- 
a poſition inured to hardy feats, and ſtranger to the ſoftneſs of a court. 


It was a goodly ſwain, and of great might, 
But in vain ſhews, that wont young knights bewitch, 
| Haas courtly ſervices took no delight. : 


It was, to weet, the good Sir Satyrane, 
That rang'd abroad, to ſeek adventures wild, 3 
1 8 As 


b. xx. & ORLANDO FURIOSO. | 7 


Here, with his ten compeers, in liſted field, 

I Angelon of Melibza kill'd. 

Next the ſoft conflict with the dames 1 try'd, 
And now ten wedded partners grace my fide, 


Whom, faireſt, gentleſt of the female band 55 


I choſe, and rule with uncontroll'd command. 
Thus ſhall he fare, whom, on the fated day, 
Prevailing For tune gives the ten to ſlay. 


The warriors queſtion'd Guido, whence ſo few 


The males appear 'd, and why the female crew 60 


Each huſband to their ſovereign will compell'd, 
When males i in other lands dominion held? 


Then Guido anſwer” d 


As was his wont, in foreſt and in plain. 
He was all arm'd in rugged ſteel, unfil'd, 
As in the ſmoky forge it was compil'd, 
| Andi in his ſcutcheon bore a ſatyr's 1 


Fair 9 B. III. C. vii. 8, 29. ; 


Again, i in another place. 


On his ſhield was TE EE | 
CONE: Saran fans fineſſe,” ſhewing ſecret wit. 


This explanation may ſerve for © Arioſty, who has aſſgned no reaſon | 


: for giving this name to Guido. 


Olten while detain d | 
1 here have Iiv'd, Theard the cauſe explain' d, . 
” And what Theard, ſhall tell, ſince You demand. 65 «| 
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2 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XX, 
Now twice ten years elaps'd, the Grecian bands 
From Troy return'd to view their native lands 
(Ten years the ſiege endur'd, as many toſt 

On adverſe ſeas „they rov'd from coaſt to coaſt) | 
Arriv' d, they found their wives, who vainly try'd 70 

To bear ſuch abſence, had their place ſupply” d 

With young gallants, whom to their love they led, 

No more to freeze in a forſaken bed. 

The Grecians finding with another's breed 

: Their dwellings fill'd, by joint conſent agreed 
To! excuſe th offence; for each well knew his 7 | 

Could ne'er ſo long forget 1 the yuptial life: 
But the ſad children, born of lawleſs love, 

Muſt exib d thence a vagrant fortune prove: 

Nor would the huſbands ſo entail diſgrace, ” 80 
To nouriſh, at their coſt, a ſpurious race, 
Some were expos d, and ſome with better fate . 
Their mothers kept conceal d to man' 8 eſtate. 
Some, from their native ſeats, 1 in various bands, 

: As chance dire ted, rov'd to foreign lands. . 85 
Some arms purſu d; ſome choſe the ſtudents toil; 
Some follow'd arts; : ſome plough'd the ruſtic foil: 
Theſe liv? din courts; thoſe ſerv'd the herds to rear; 3 5 


As beſt it ſeem'd to her“ who. governs here. . 
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"i + ORLANDO FURIOSO. 9 


Departing with the reſt, a youth was ſeen, 90 
Of Clytemneſtra born, the cruel queen; 
His age eighteen, and freſh in bloom, as ſhows 
The lily fair, or newly gather'd roſe. 

He, i in a ſhip, with all proviſion ſtor'd, 

For wealth and prey each creek and coaſt explor'd. 95 
A hundred like himſelf compos'd his band, 

With care ſelefted from the Grecian land. 

The Cretans, that Idomeneus expell' d. 

1 he wretched fire, who Crete' 8 dominion held, 
And next, collecting arms and troops, prepar d 100 
Their new eftabliſh'd ſtate from foes to guard, 
: Engag'd Phalantus (o the youth was nam'd) 
With ample ſtipends, as his merits claim' d, 

5 To ſerve their ſoldier, while his comrades all — 
Y Withhim they) join 'dto guard! Dictamnum' wall, 105 8 

A hundred cities grac'd the Cretan lands, Ti an 

: But chief above the reſt Dictamnum ſtands, 


A 


Ver. 99. The wretched fire—] | Idomeneus, king of Crete, 
having vowed, in caſe he returned in ſafety from the fiege of Troy, 
to offer up the firſt object thatpreſented itſelf, was met by his own ſon, 


whom, to keep his vow, he cauſed to be ſacrificed, His ſubjects, 


85 ſtruck with the barbarity of the action, baniſhed him from his king- - 
dom. See che whole ſtory at full in Telemachus, Book 1 li. | 


| Wealthy 


10 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XX. 


Wealthy and fair, renown'd for amorous dames 


Of lovely form, for pleaſures, ſports, and games. 


The dames, accuſtom'd kindly to receive 110 


Each foreign gueſt, to theſe ſuch welcome give, 
That! little wanted to the Grecian train | 
O'er every houſe to hold their boundleſs reign. 


Vigorous as fair, the youths their ardour prove 


In blending raptures, as in kindling love. 216-- 


To win the fair a few ſhort days ſuffic'd, 
Till theſe o er every joy their lovers priz * 
Now peace reſtor” d, Phalantus was relear a 


5 From warlike cares, the ſoldier” 8 labour ceas d. 


And every hope of future ſtipends o'er, 120 


: The youths decreed to quit the Cretan ſhore. 
The mourning females tears inceſſant ſhed, 
As if they view'd their deareſt parents dead: 
Full oft apart they urg'd them to remain; 


But when they found each fond entreaty vain, 1 


Reſolv d with them their voyage to partake, . 
Their brothers, ſires, and children they forſake, 
While from her home each bears, by wary ſtealth, 


Rich gems of price, : and countleſs ſums of wealth ; 


: And with ſuch ſecret care her dwelling leaves, 190 


That not a man of Crete their flight perceives. 
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B. XX. ORLANDO FURIOSO, it. 


S0 prof] perous was the hour, ſo ſwift the wind. 
So well Phalantus had their courſe deſign'd, 
That many a league his veſſel plough'd the tide, 
Ere thoſe of Crete their heavy loſs deſcry'd. 135 
At len gth this fated ſtrand, then ſcarcely preſt = 
| By foot of mortals, gave the wanderers reſt. 
Securely here they ſtay'd, and here awhile 
At leiſure weigh” d the profits of their guile. = 
Ten days to them this region ſeem'd a feat 140 
- Of amorous pleaſures, and a bleſt retreat: ; 
But, as it oft befalls, the fulleſt j joy, 
In youthiul boſoms, ſooner tends to cloy. 
All now agreed to free them from the charge ö 
Of female mates, and live again at large. 
For fickle man ill brooks the heavy lot, 
: To keep the woman when the love's forgot! L 
Eager of rapine, ready to contend 7 8 
5 For rav ag'd wealth, but little prone to ſpend, 
5 They ſaw a troop, ſo numerous and ſo fair, 150 
” Requir'd far other than a ſoldier 8 care. bo 


For this, their wretched partners hay forſook, 


And loaded with their ſpoils, their courſe they took >» 


5 To where, i in Puglia, 1 near the ſea- beat ſhores, e : 
They founded fair Tarentum . future towers. 155 : 
The 


ers ORLANDO FURIOSO. Fi. XX. 


The dames, abandon'd on a deſert coaſt, 
Betray'd by thoſe in whom they truſted moſt, 

Along the ſands ſome days in filent grief 

Like ſtatues ſtood ; but finding no relief 

From plaints or tears, they turn'd them todebate, 160 


What means might beſt relieve their hapleſs ſtate: 


W. hen, what her thoughts ſuggeſted, each diſclos'd: | 
Some to regain ' their native Crete propos d, 
And rather dare the worlt (they might engage 
From a wrong 'd huſband or a father s rage, : 165 
| Than hid i in deſerts, or in foreſts lie, 
| With want to linger, or with famine die. 
. Some ſaid, they never to ſuch ſhame would bend, 


But rather, plung'd i in ſeas, their being end; 


5 And urg it better far, with honour joſt., 170 


* hough poor, or ſlaves, to rove from coaſt to coaſt, 
. Than willing victims, to their native clime 
Returning, meet the ſentence of their crime. 

Such wretched thoughts, and (till more wretched, Bede 
_ role ” 5 

In every breaſt, from ſenſe of preſent v woes. — 175 


At length a female, Oronthea nam d. 


Stood for th, who kindred from king Minos claim d: 5 


The 


B. XX. ORLANDO fURIosoS. 3 


The youngeſt, faireſt of the beauteous band, 
Leſs guilty ſhe, of all who left the land, 


To brave Phalantus had her virgin charms 180 


Reſign'd, and fled for him her parent” s arms. 


Now while her ſpeech and outward look S expreſs'd 


1 he indignation of a generous breaſt, 


She firſt condemn'd what each had fi ingly n mov d, FL 


Then urg'd t that counſel which the reſt approv'd. 185 
She will'd them there to dwell, for there they foun 3 - 


| A wholeſome air, and fields with plenty Crown 'd; 


Clear fil er ſtreams, that through the country ſtray a, 5 
Rich ſpreading meads, and foreſts thick with ſhade; 5 
0 Fair ports and bays, that from the ſtormy v wave 190 


10 wandering ſeamen ready ſhelter gave 1 


That now from Afric, now from Egypt b beg 


ö 1 ＋ heir barks, with every ſtore and treaſure fraught. 


She urg d them there to abide, and for the ſake 


Of thoſe who wron g d them heavy Ven geance take 195 : 


On all the ſex; and every veſſel tot 

By tempeſts, driven to ſhelter on the coaſt, | 
Pillage and burn, aſſail with fire and ſteel, | 
Nor let a ſingle lite their mercy feel. 


T hus counſel d ſhe—till all alike inflam d 200 
V ith cruel thoughts, the new- -made law proclaim” " 
4 5 Wben 5 
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| One huſband claim' d: but eber the choſen men | 
Their . 


1 ORLANDO FURIOSO. —B. XX. 


When winds fore · run a ſtorm, the 3 train 


Of females arm'd, ruſh headlong to the main: 
Their fury ruthleſs Oronthea guides, 
Who, made their queen, above the reſt preſides, 205 
Whate'er devoted ſtrangers touch the ſtrand, 
But ſcape the ſeas to periſh by the hand 
Of mad revenge, where fire and ſword aſſail 
Till not a wretch remains to tell the tale. 
Thus ſome few years the widow d females ſhow 210 
3 ſettled hate of man, their mortal foe. : 
: But, ſhould they ſtill Perſiſt, they ſoon muſt find 
Certain deſtruction hovering « o'er their kind. 
Should no young offspring from themſelves Jolcemnd, 1 ? 


e Their ſtate, their name, their TA ſoon muſt | 


end, . 215 


Which to remoteſt times 5 they labour'd to extend. J 
Their rigour then relax'd, and every crew 
| Explor d with care that to their region drew 
In four ſucceeding years, from theſe, at length, 
Ten knights they choſe, of manly form and ſtrength; 
Whoſe youthful vigour, bred | in amorous games, 221 
: Suffic'd to meet in love their hundred dames. 


oo A hundred form'd their whole, and every ten 


B. XX. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 13. 
Their ſafety found, what numbers loſt their life; 225 
All found unequal to the arduous ſtrife. | 

The ten, in trial well approv'd, they take, 

And partners of their bed and kingdom make; p57 
But ſwear them firſt, that every wanderer ed, 


Ot every rank, thoſe hapleſs ſhores to tread, 230 
Without diſtinction by their ſwords hall fall, 
- And one remorſeleſs laughter ſwallow all. 


The dames, now pregnant grown, began with 
fear 


; To view the © day of their delivery near, 
= Leſt | in ſucceeding time the numbers born 235 
Of iſſue male, ſhould hold their law i in ſeorn; * = 

: And they, at length, behold i in evil hour 

Io hated man revert their darling power. 

N For this they ſought ſuch danger to repel, 

| Ere years had taught t their children to rebel 240 


And threat their freedom; hence a law decreed | 


: The mother” s care one only male ſhould breed. 

| Their new-born ſons from ſhore to ſhore they ſent, 
With charge to thoſe who thus commiſſion'd went, 
To" exchange the boys for girls in diſtant lands, 245 ; 
Or not, at wall, return with empty hands. 


— 


16 | ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XX. 


Nor had the dames in mere compaſſion ſpar'd | 
A ſingle man, ſave but their herds to guard, 
And keep alive their name; and thus was ſhown 
Their law's ſtern mercy to themſelves alone! 250 
All others felt its rage, one only grace 5 4 
| The ſtrangers found, that when they reach d the 


place 
They fell not all at once beneath this cruel. race, 
If ten, if twenty, or if more arriv'd, 


In chains they lay, of liberty depriv” q; 


Do 
or 
51 


W hence every day was drawn, by fate decreed, 

A wretch devoted in the fane to bleed; 

W here, | in the midſt, by Oronthea rear d, 

A dreadful altar to Revenge appear ; 
While nam 'd by lot, one held the ready knife, 260 
To thed, in ſacrifice, his comrade's life. _ 

Long years had paſt, when to th' inhuman More 

A noble youth his luckleſs fortune bore; EE 

From great Alcides' ſtock his birth he claim d, 

| In arms experienc'd, and Elbanio nam'd. 265 
Him, careleſs of a foe, and unprepar 'd, 

| At once they ſeiz'd, and with a numerous guard, 8 
0 With all his crew, detain'd i in cruel thrall, . 3 
| Sad victims deſtin d by their laws to fall. - | 
| „ Fair 
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Fair was the youth, of ſemblance rarely ſeen, 270 


Of graceful carriage and commanding mien; 


So from his lips the honey'd accents broke, 


That venom'd aſps might liſten while he ſpoke. 


From fame the news of his arrival caught, 


To Alexandra's gentle ear was brought; N 


Fair Alexandra born of her who ſway'd 


The ſceptre till, though now with years decay d: 
Still Oronthea liv'd, but none ſurviv d, 


Save her alone, of all that firſt arriv'd ; 


While as their years increas'd the female crew 280 
\ Increas'd in ſtrength, and in dominion grew. 


Ten knights, renown'd for deeds of arms atchiev'd, 


With hoſtile welcome, all that came, recely d. | 


7 Now Alexandra, eager to behold 
A youth whoſe praiſe report ſo loudly told, 285 


To Oronthea her requeſt preferr” d, 


And faw Elbanio, and his converſe heard. 
T But when ſhe ſought to go, her virgin heart 
Felt the firſt throbbing of an amorous ſmart. 
In vain ſhe ſtrugg oled: ſhe at length remain 'd 290 
A helpleſs priſoner by her captive chain'd. 5 
Elbanio then O faireſt of thy kind = 
If pity here could e- er reception find, 
GE = Pity, 


- —— E—_ 


— — 


= Compatiion pleaded for the youth, replies. 
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| Pity, which dwells where'er the ſun diſplay'd, 

Gives tints to objects, and gives light to ſhade, 295 
_ Fain would I now (by thoſe tranſcendent charms 


Whoſe powerful influence every gazer warms) 

From thee requeſt my lite, that what I owe ' 

To thee prolong'd, for thee I might beſtow: _ 
But if dire fury here the virgin ſteelss 300 
To each ſoft paſſion human nature feels, | 
1aſk not life—ſuch hopes I know are vain, 

But let me yet a warrior's right obtain. 

Whate'er my fate—O! give me but to wield 

My sg glorious arms, and die with ſpear and ſhield! 305 
Not like ſome criminal whom laws arraign, 

Or brutal beaſt before the altar flain. 


Fair Alexandra, in whoſe lovely eyes 


7 hough ſavage 1 18 our land, more cruel known 310 
Than every realm, yet think not I ſhall own 
Each woman a Medea—were the mind 

Of all our females in deſtruction join'd, 


Yet I alone would riſe above my kind: 


Or if, like many a foul with fury ſteel'd, 


1Ifcem'd till now unknowing how to yield, 


B. XX. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


Till thy arrival here, perchance there came 

No ſtranger that might equal favour claim. 
But ſure, ſome tigreſs has my ſoul inflam'a, 

5 And more than adamant my boſom fram'd; e 
If when] view thy valour, form, and age, 
Compaſſion chace not all vindictive rage. 

O! would to Heaven I might as well arreſt 
Ii inhuman law that binds each wretched gueſt, 
As freely OY Jy death I would receive; - - 3 
And, with my own, thy better life reprieve! 

But here no rank avails to break thy chain, 
And what thou aſk'ſt, thou.gh little, hard to gain: 

: Vet all I can—expe&t—while much I dread 
Ne ew ſufferings hang o'er thy devoted head! 
Let me but meet (Elbanio thus rejoin'd) 

The ten in arms—ſo firm my heart I find, 

1 truſt t eſcape with life the bloody fray, 
And every foe, though trebly arm'd, to lay. 


To this the virgin fair made no reply, : 333 


But from her boſom drew a tender ſigh. 
She went, and parting, in her heart ſhe found 
A thouſand ſhafts, and each a cureleſs wound; 


Then ſought her mother, and with earneſt prayer 


Inclin'd the queen the noble youth to ſpare; _ 340 


49. 
Cad 


| 
' 
j 
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on this condition, that in liſted light 
The ten ſhould periſh by his ſingle might. 
Queen Oronthea then the female train 

To council eall'd, and thus her ſpeech began. 
From every crew whom chance may hither fend, 
We ſtill ſhould place the braveſt to defend 1/7 $46: 
Our port and ſhores: by trial muſt we chuſe, | 
What fits our wants to take, and w hat refuſe, 
Leſt, to our wrong, the coward ſoul ſhould riſe : 
To reign amongſt us, while the valiant dies. 350 
If with my judgment, you, 0 friends! agree, 
Let us henceforth a ſovereign law decree, 


That every knight, by fortune hither led, 


Exe 1 in the dreadful fane his blood we ſhed, 


N 


5 Shall (in ſuch compact if he dares engage) SS 
At once with ten the combat ſingly wage; 
And ſhould he conquer all, he, with a train 5 

Of choſen others, ſhall our guard maintain, 

Thus far I ſpeak, ſince in our priſon lies 
A captive, who to battle ten defies. CT 360 

Should he their equal prove —forbid it Heaven! ! 
But to ſuch worth ſome favour ſhould be given: 
Or ſhould he fail in what he raſhly dares, 
He meets the puniſhment himſelf] prepares. t 


Thus 
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Thus Oronthea to the council ſaid, 365 


When from the eldeſt one this anſwer made. 


Th' important cauſe whence we to change began 


Our firſt deſign, and commerce hold with man, 


Was not to guard our ſtate from foreign bands; 


For this our conſtant ſouls, our valiant hands, 370 


1 5 Might well ſuffice O!] could we but extend 
Our race as well, which time, alas! muſt end 
Without the help of man and hence we make 


Our choice of youths, but only one we take 


T 0 wed ten dames, leſt man the ſovereign ſway 37 75 


5 From us ſhould rend, and we in turn obey. 
; We need not males our empire to defend, 
15 But muſt for progeny on theſe depend. 


In this alone their proweſs $ we require, 


Nor other aid, nor other taſk deſire. 380 


Io keep a chief whoſe nervous limbs combine 
The ſtrength of ten, mult fruſtrate our deſign. 
. If ſuch a troop his ſin gle arm can ſlay, 


How many \ women ſhall he hold at bay? ? 


Were ſuch our preſent ten, one fatal hour 3883 


Had to themſelves transferr'd the ruling power. 


135 III ſuits it us, who with to hold command, 


El, entruſt our weapons in a ſtranger 8 hand. 


cs 1 Grani 
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Grant that thy boaſted youth ſo far ſucceed, 
That by his arm our choſen ten ſhould bleed; 390 


A nundred women, widow'd by his ſword, 


Shall ſee their huſbands deaths with tears deplor” d: 
Then, ſhould he ſcape with life, let him fulfil 
Far other taſk than ten brave youths to kill: 

I with a hundred dames he will ſupply e e "BO 


The place of thoſe they mourn, he ſhall not die. 
Artemia thus her cruel thoughts diſplay'd, 


(So was ſhe nam'd) and had her counſel way d, Bo 
Elbanio, in the temple” s dire abodes, „„ 
Had fall'n a victim to th' infernal gods. e 
But Oronthea, with a mother 8 love, TE, 
Reply'd, and every hearer' $ mind to move, : 
Such reaſons urg'd, that moſt, with one conſent, A 
Their ſuTrage yielded for the queen's content. 
Elbanio' $ matchleſs graces deep impreſt, by 405 
With powerful charm i in every youthful breaſt, | 
Againſt thoſe elders weigh'd, whoſe ruthleſs mind 


With fierce Artemia's rigo'rous ſentence j join'd 


＋ enforce their ancient law; while ſome agreed 


(No terms premis d) Elbanio ſhould be freed. 410 


At length” twas fix'd, the youth ſhould grace obtain, -Y 
When in the liſt his a arm | the ten had lain; . 


and | 


: 
2h 
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And next, not with a-hundred conſorts try'd | 


A huſband's fondneſs, but with ten ſupply'd. 


Th' enſuing day, to liberty reſtor d, 415 


The knight receiv'd his armour, ſteed and fword: 


Alone againſt the warrior ten he ſtood, 
And one by one he ſhed their vital blood: 


At night, to ſhow in Cupid's s ſchool his art, 


With ten fair dames he play'd the lover's part; 420 
Who, taught by him connubial joys to prove, | 
All roſe experienc'd votaries of love. 

For this the youth with Oronthea won | 
Such added grace, ſhe choſe him for her . 


And gave him Alexandra s charms to wed; ] 
With her the other nine, all whom he led, 1 0 = 55 
Ten virgins late to ſhare his genial bed. | T 
5 She left the youth with Alexandra fair, $8 

(From whom the land was "man oy her Kingdde 8 


heir, 


On this condition, that his future reign . 430 | 
Might ſtill this ſtatute through the realm maintain ; ; 
That every wanderer there ſhould loſe his life, 
Or meet ten warriors in unequat firife ; — 

1 hoſe could he firſt in dangerous combat foil, 
Then find, with ten fair dames, his fortune ſmile; 435 | 


C4 1 Ober 
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Ober theſe he ſhould preſide, and at his will 
Diſmiſs his conſorts, or their places fill; 
And hold the ſway, till to the land arriv'd 
Some foreign knight that him of life depriv' * 
TW o thouſand years have roll d, ſince firſt was 
8 440 
This hateful law, and &ill it cules the land. 
Few days elapſe, but, for a facrifice, 
Some hapleſs ſtranger i in the temple dies. 
: Oft when, as chance directs, a fearleſs knight 
855 Dares, like Elbanio, arm him for the fight, 445 
| Before th' opponent! 8 foot his life he lays, 
. And, ah! how rare the ſecond proof eſſays: 
Such have been found, but ſuch ſo rare befel, 
That on the fingers we their names may tell. 
Of theſe was Argillan—but little pace 430 
He witl his wives maintain'd the ſovereign place; ; 
For hither driven by tempeſts from the deep, 
I cios'd his ey es in everlaſting ſleep. 
O had L ſhar'd that day his envy'd death, 
And nor prolong'd 1 in bonds a ſhameful breath! 455 


— 


—— 


Ver. 499. That on the fingers, &c.—] A ludicrous expreſſion 
to denote how few adventures had been ſucceſsful in their trial with 
the Amazons, The words are literal from the Italian. : 


Gay 


—U— — — —— Ina 
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Gay pleaſure, ſmiling ſports, and amorous toys; 

Each ſoft delight that youth- like mine employs; 
Rich veſts and jewels that the perſon grace; 
And, midſt his peers, pre- eminence of place, 
Heaven knows avail but little him, who croſt 460 
By envious Fortune, has his freedom loſt! 
Ah! wretch! that while I thus my bonds deplore, 
Muſt never hope to quit this hateful ſhore ! 


To f ee vile ſloth my faireſt flower Oy 
In prime of life, embitters every joy. 4 
The fame of Clarmont wide her wings extends 
To higheſt heaven from earth” s remoteſt ends 
O! to my brethren” 8 could [ join my name, 
My « deeds with their J might honour' o portion claim! 
Hard is my lot, condemn'd a life to lead „ 0 ee 
. In ſuch vile ſervice, like the wretched ſiced, 4 1 
That blind, or lame, or with enfeebled force, FE 
Unfit for battle or the duſty courſe, _ 
| Is with his fellow-brutes, that turn the ſoil, 
Condemn'd to every taſk of ſervile toil! — 475 1 
Since death alone from ſuch deteſted thrall ” 
Can ſet me free, on welcome death I call. 


Here Guido clos' d his tale, and curs'd the 4 
5 That gave him o'er the land deteſted ſway ; . 


| Gare . 


— — —— — 


' Rs ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. Xx. 
Gave him from either field the prize to bear, 480 
To ſlay the champions, and to pleaſe the fair. 
Aſtolpho ſilent ſtood, awhile conceal'd, 
Till now by many a certain mark reveal'd, 
In him his kinſman Guido well he knew, 484 
Who by an alien's bed his birth from Amon drew. 


Then thus—Behold the Engliſh duke confeſs'd, 
Thy own Aſtolpho here—he ſaid, and preſs'd 7, 
7 The youthful champion with a cloſe embrace, 

While tears of pleaſure trickled down his face. 
| What proof ſo certain, could we here receive? 490 

What proof, dear kinſman, could thy mother leave 

To ſpeak thy birth, like what thy | ſword has ſhown 
In glorious fight, to ſtamp thee for our own? 


Guido 1 in every land, ſave this, had view d. 


With joyful greeting, one fo near in bloo 4: | 105 :; | 


But ſaw him now with orief, fince well he knew 
| The conqueſt his, deſtruction muſt enſue 
To England's noble knight: Aſtolpho freed | 
| From fear of death or chains, himſelf muſt bleed; 6 
| Where this good fortune A tothat muſt ill = = 

cced. TE 500 
He mourn'd, that when bis arm had won the fight, 
Eternal bonds muſt wait each hapleſs knight ; 
Nor 
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Nor (ſhould he periſh in the doubtful ſtrite) 

Could each in freedom better hold his life. 

If in the firſt their champion s arms peevail, 505 
A female in the ſecond field muſt fail, 

Marphiſa hence would conquer him in vain, 

When victim ſhe muſt fall, and captives they remain. 
No leſs the valour of the generous youth, vi 
| His early manhood and heroic truth, 510 
Such pity kindled in Marphiſa' 8 bresſt, 
Such thoughts inſpir'd 1 in every valiant gueſt, 


That freedom which his death alone could give, 


1 On terms like theſe they wiſh'd not to receive; 


And if Marphiſa with his life mult buy 

Her comrades ſafety, ſhe with him would die. | 

To Guido then—Unite thee to our band, 

And let us quit by force this hated land. 

Such hopes, alas! are fruitleſs (he reply'd), 
Our combat only muſt our fate decide: 520 
155 Then ſhe—This heart through fear ſhall never hun 5 
The glorious taſk my arms have thus begun; } 

Nor know | any ſafer means to try: e Ny | 
Than what my ſword and own right hand ſupply. Re 
. Such in the battle have I prov'd thy might, 623 5 
| With thee I dare the moſt unequal fght. j 
| ” e ro When, — 
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When, on to-morrow's ſun, the vulgar crew 

Shall throng the theatre our jouſt to view, 

Let us on all our deathful rage diſpenſe, 
On thoſe that fly, and thoſe that make defence; ; 530 

| To wolves and vultures caſt their bodies dead, 


And ſee the flames on all their city ſpread. 
Behold me ready (fearleſs Guido cry'd) 


I?0o join thy arms, and periſh by thy ſide: 


But never muſt we hope with life to fly; 535 

Suffice that unreveng 'd we ſhall not die. 

Oft have I told, of this inhuman race, 
: Ten thouſand females in the crowded has: 

As many guard the caſtle, walls, and ſtrand, 
That none, unqueſtion'd, can depart the land. 540 
— 10 whom Marphifa—Be their numbers more DL 
Than Xerxes muſter'd on the Grecian ſhore 
Than thoſe rebellious ſpirits, juſtly driven 
To endleſs pains from bliſsful ſeats of heaven, 


«„. — 


Ver. 543. "Than thoſe relelliow ſpirits —] Some critics have 
condemned Arioſto for making Marphiſa a Pagan (or rather Ma- 
| hometan) allude to the fate of the angels, one of the traditions of 
the Chriſtian church : but to this it may be anſwered, that the Ma- 
| hometan religion has adopted many tenets of the Moſaic and Chriſ- 
tian faith; and that, #mong; Hern, the Koran refers to the rebel lion | 
in n hear en. ; 


| Roz; | 


Be 
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Be thou my aid—at leaſt, alliſt not thoſe ; 545 

One day ſhall ſee me rout this hoſt of foes. 
Then Guido—Hear what haply may prevail, 

All other means arewain if this ſhould fail: 

Know, none but females ever make reſort | 
To view the harbour or frequent the port. 550 


Of all my wives, in one | chief confide, 


$65 many proto long affection try d. 


Alike with me, would ſhe deſire to break 

My flavith bonds, could the my flight partake, 
80 from her rivals might ſhe hope to prove 555 
The ſingle partner of my future love: 

She in the bay, ere morn has clear d the air — 
From murky ſhade, a pinnace ſhall prepare, 


Which, amply ſtor a, your mariners ſhall find 
10 plough the deep and catch the favouring wind. 
Vou cloſe behind my guiding ſteps purſue, 561 


Knights, merchants, ſeamen, (a determin'd crew) | 


| E United firmly; ; every welcome gueſt 


That here has deign'd beneath my roof to reſt, 


8 Should aught oppoſe to intercept our courſe, 5635 


Lour arms and valour muſt a paſſage force; 
And thus, I truſt, with ſpear and ſword i in hand, 
To ſet you free from this deteſted land. 


Elſe had ſhe looſen'd on the female kind 


2 
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Act as thou wilt Marphiſa thus reply'd), 

I tor my ſafety in myſelf confide. 2090 

Firſt by this truſty weapon's edge ſhall fall 

Each foe enclos'd within this fatal wall, 

Ere any eye behold me flying „ 

: Or aught, that in this boſom argues fear: 

Let me, with dint of arms, by day depart: 575 

All other ways il ſuit the dauntleſs heart. 

Yet were my ſex diſclos'd, a woman's name 

Would fair regard from every female claim. 

Here might I dwell eſteem'd in higheſt grace, 
And midſt their ſenate hold an honour'd place; 580 : 
But fince with theſe I came, with theſe to ſhare 
One common fortune i is alone my care; 

Nor would 1 poorly freedom here retain, my 

Or hence depart while theſe in bonds remain. 
Marphiſa thus, and by her words made known, 585 
That more her comrades' ſafety than her own 
Reſtrain' d her ardour ; ; leſt on them ſhould fall 
Thoſe miſchiefs, which ſhe ſought t' avert from all. 


Her generous wrath; but now with cooler mind 7 T 
f To Guido $ conduct the the day reſign' a. 391% 
Guido, 
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Guido, by night, his faithful FRE addreſs'd, 
Aleria, of his conſorts lov'd the beſt: 
Nor needed much to move her gentle mind 
Io ſecond what her deareſt lord delign'd. 

A ſhip ſhe choſe with due proviſions ſtor'd, 

And all her wealthieſt treaſures plac' d on board; 


2 
= 
wn 


Then with her comrades, feign'd at morning break, 


9 In ſearch of ſpoil a venturous cruiſe to make. 


Meanwhile, beneath her roof ſhe bade prepare 600 


- Spears, bucklers, ſwords, each implement of war; 
With theſe againſt th unnumber' d foes to ſtand, 
To arm the merchants and the ſailor band. 


All night, againſt ſurpriſe, the guard they keep, 


By turns they hold the watch by turns they fleep; 605 


And ſheath'd in armour wait, with longing eyes 
To ſee the dawning red! in eaſtern ſkies. 
Scarce had the day begun with beamy light 


To chace from earth the gloomy veil of night: 


| Scarce had the offspring of Lycaon driven 610 


The carly ploughſhare through the fields of Heaven, 


When 5 


5991 — 


Ver. 610. Scarce had the offs bring of Lycaon—] By the off- 
| | fpring of Lycaon, the poet means Arcas, ſon of Caliſto, and grand- 
ſon of Lycaon, ſaid to be placed among the FRO and called Bootes. 
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When in the theatre, the female throng, 
Io view the combat, pour'd in heaps along: 
Thus, o'er the threſhold of their peopled hive, 
When ſpring returns, the bees in cluſters drive. 615 


With trumpets, drums, | and horns, that echo'd. 


round, 

The tumult thickens: ; earth and ſkies reſound ; 
While thus their lord they ſummon'd to the fight, 
To end his battle with the ſtranger knight. 


In armour Guido, Sanſonetto came, 620 |} 


Gryphon, and Aquilant, the martial dame *, 


With England's duke f; and next a mingled crow d. 


Some march' d on foot, and ſome the ſteed beſtrode 


From Guido 8 dwelling, to the port and bay, 
Their paſſage through the liſt of combat lay. 
Thus ſaid the youth, and urg'd the valiant crew 
His bold example fearleſs to purſue. 5 


<P Mazenioa. as | | + AsToLPH0. 


He is ſcigned by the poets to be a huſbandman i in heaven, and ts 8 
drive the northern wain, here, perhaps, by rather a forced conſtruc- 
tion, ſuppoſed to have been a plough. See Ovip. Met. B. II. 


Ver. 618. While thus det horde. J--By this is meant Guido, I 
who, as the poet tells us, for his fingular valour had obtained a kivd - 


of fore ereignty over the en, 


Silent 
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Silent he led them on, reſolw'd to dare 


The dreadful trial in the public ſquare. 


He enter'd now, a hundred in his train, 630 


And eager ſtrove the adverſe gate to gain; 


In vain he ſtrove, while countleſs throngs enclos'd, 


And with their glittering arms his courſe oppos'd. 
Scon as they ſaw him head his following band, 634 
They deem'd he meant with thoſe to leave the land: ; 


At once they ſeiz d their bows, their ſhafts pre par d, 
And ſwiftly ruſh'd the portal's paſs to guard. 


Guido, his bold compeers with dauntleſs breaſt, 
But chicf Marphiſa, brave above the reſt, 
Forget not now their dreadful ſwords to hy; 640 
And every means to force the paſſage try. 

But now ſo thick the arrows rain around, 

That wounded ſome, ſome lifeleſs preſs the ground. 
| Deep, and more deep, th' unequal conflict grows, 
Tin valour ſhrinks before ſuch hoſt of foes : 645 
In happy time each warrior's temper d arms 
: Defend his boſom from invading harms. 

E Beneath him Sanſonetto' s ſteed i is lain, 

And near him falls Marphiſa's s on the plain: 

Then thus Aſtolpho thought—What dangerous hour 


Can better claim my horn's ſubduing power? 651. 
Voß, III. 1 D 1 Since | 


— —— — 
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Since all our ſwords avail not—let us prove 
It this, as wont, can every fear remove. 

Thus he, and to his mouth the horn applies; 
The earth reſounds, and echoes rend the ſkies. 655 
Each ſtartled breaſt is ſeiz'd with ſudden right, 
Fach ready foot is turn'd to ſpeedy flight; 

"Theſe from their ſeats aghaſt and trembling fall, 
Thoſe undefended leave the gates and wall, 

As, when deep ſlumber every eyelid ſeals, 660 
Where, by degrees, the flame cloſe lurking ſteals 
From beam to beam, till around it breys; 


Sudden awaken'd i in the fiery blaze, 


From room to room the ſhrieking wretches fly, Oy 


From roofs and windows leap, while from on high | 


95 Some ſcape by falling, ſome by falling die. 666 | 


Thus, careleſs of her life, and wild with fear, 
Each flies the ſound that thunders i In her ear. 
At every g gate at once a thouſand preſs ; 'Y 


Heaps fall on heaps; the driving throngs increaſe, 


And choak the paſſage : numbers trod beneath 671 
Are lain; and numbers meet untimely death 
From gates or ramparts caſt: one ſudden dies; 
1 One, with cruſh'd limbs a lingering victim lies . 
: 4 . Dire 


e 
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Dire is the tumult, mingled cries aſcend, 67 5 


And loud laments the ſtarry regions rend. 
Where'er the horn is heard, they ſpeed their pace 3 3 


Nor wonder if the vile ignoble race 


With coward looks and panting hearts appear, 


Since nature forms the daſtard hare to fear: 680 


But how of bold Marphiſa ſhall I tell? 


Of Guido Savage, prov'd in fight ſo well? 


Of Olivero's* lons, whole martial praife 


Such laſting honours to their houſe could raiſe : 


Who late whole armies vie wid with fearleſs eve, 685 
And now, bereft of courage, trembling fly ? 
They fly like timorous doves, or helpleſs deer, 
What time ſome ſtrange approaching noiſe they hear 
To every friend and foe alike 1 is found e 
The ſpelful terror of the magic ſound : „ 
Guido the brave, and Sanſonetto, yield; 
The brethren“, and Marphiſa lately ſicel'd 
To every chance, attempt to un! in vain 
The fearful din which ſtill their ears retain. 
Meantime Aſtolpho through the city goes, 695 


And with new breath his horn terrific blows. 


„ — — 
— 2 — 


* Garr uo and Acvilaxr. 
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One gains the ſea ; one climbs the mountain's fide, 
And one 1n gloomy foreſts ſeeks to hide. 
Some traverſe many a league of country o'er, 


And ſome review their native ſeats no more: 700 


While ſome t' eſcape from jand, would ſtem the wave, 


And find in ruthleſs ſeas a watery grave. 
Each houſe, or dome, is now an empty e 
And all the city ſhows a deſert place. 


Marphiſa, Guido bold, the brethren two 705 


Gryphon and Aquilant their flight purſue ; 
With theſe the merchants and the ſailor train, 
In equal terror throng the beaten plain; 


And now they come, where near the caſtle rides 


A ve efſel which Aleria' s care provides; „„ 0 


With ſpeed embarking , they forſake the ſhore, 
Voit every ſail, and bend to ev ery . 
The city clear'd, Aſtolpho ſeeks the grand. 


In hopes again to join his focial band. 


Now here, now chere he turns, but views in yain7 15 


Th' abandon' d port, till caſting tow rds the main 
His cager eyes, at diſtance far he ſees 
F * 1e veſſel {ajl before the favouring breeze! ! 


Forſaken thus, he other thoughts revolves 1 


To quit the realm; and many a ſcheme reſolves 7 20 


But 


„ 


RN; 


B. XX. ORLANDO FURIOSO. FE 


But let him go, nor heed though thus we make 


The gentle duke his lonely journey take 


Through barbarous realms, and unbelieving lands, 
Where conſtant danger conſtant fear demands. 

Yet wherefore ſhould he fear, whoſe horn diſplay'd, 
In every danger brings reſiſtleſs aid? 726 


Now let his frighted friends our care divide, 


Who quit t the land, and plough th' unſtable tide. 


F ull ſwell their fails, till diſtant from the ſhore 


The horn, lo late their dread, is heard no more! 
One terror now diſpel” d, the fear of blame TS1--- 
In every feature lights the glow of ſhame: _ 15 
They dare not meet their comrades eyes, but land, | 
With down- caſt eyes, a mute dejected band. 5 
The pilot, on his courſe by Cyprus glides, 735 


By fertile Rhodes; and cuts th' Egean tides. 


A hundred iſlands vaniſh from his fight; 


With theſe the Malean cape, a dangerous e 


Then ſcudding onward, with a ſteady wind, 
He leaves the Greek Morea far behind. 740 
From Sicily, the Tyrrhene ſarges croſt, e 
He ſails 8 Italy 8 e coaſt; 


Ver: 721. But let t him go, &e.] H e follows tim, Book xxii. 
9 | And 
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And now to Luna's wiſh'd-for port he bends, 
And hails his home and long forſaken friends; 
In thanks to Heaven for all his trials o'er, 745 
By ſtorms at ſea and perils on the ſhore. 
The warriors here with bold Marphiſa find, 
In happy time, a ſhip for France deſign d. 
The pilot theſe! invites : the willing train 
That day embarking, ſoon Marſcilles they gain. 750 
It chanc'd that Bradamant, whoſe noble hand 
Deputed rul'd, was abſent from the land: 
_ Elſe had they, by the generous maid detain'd, 
Beneath her fi iendly roof awhile remain d. 
They quit t the ſhip—Marphiſa bids adieu 795 
8 To Guido 8 dame, to all the knightly crew. 
It ill beſeem'd, in one ſame troop (he cry a) 
| To view ſo many knights of valour try . 
While doves and ſtorks are ſcen together j join'd, 
And deer and ſtags, with all the timorous kind; 7 60 
The falcon fierce, the royal cagle's race, 
That ne'er in others hopes of ſafety place, 
Bears, lions, tigers, beaſts that know not fear, 
oe Unaided ſill, and ſingle. ſtill appear. 


Such were her words, , though notalike they * eigh” d 
With all the reſt; but hence ng wondrous maid 766 


The 
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The champions leaves, and travels thence, alone, 
Through unfrequented woods and paths unknown. 
Gryphon the white, and Aquilant the black, 
Guido and Sanſonetto find the track 770 
That to a caſtle led, whoſe courteous lord 
Gave each a welcome to his bed and board: 
Courteous at leaſt he ſeem'd, while each deceiv'd, 
His plauſive words and ſemblance fair believ'd; 
But, ſoon as lleep at night their eyes oppreſs'd, 775 
He ſeiz'd them while they lay ſecure at reſt ; 
Nor from the captives would their chains withdraw, f 
1 ill each had ſworn t' obſerve a cruel law. 
But ere we further ſpeak What theſe befel, 
The deeds of brave Marphiſa let „„ 
Druenza p paſt, the Seine and Rhodan' 5 ſtream, 55 
At length ſhe near a lofty mountain came: 
There by a flood, with ſudden waters ſwell d, 
An aged dame i in ſable weeds beheld : 
With travel ſpent ſhe ſeem' d, and ſore aiftreſt, 7 85 
- But more with heavy thought than toil oppreſs'd. 


| Lo! this was ſhe, who far from haunts of men, 


Had liv'd with outlaws in the ſavage den; 


— 


Ver 779. B ere we further pra]. He x returns to theſe : 
Book XXIi. ver. 37% 


D 4 1 3 Where 


40 | ORLANDO FURIOSO. | B. XX. 


Where lie the Paladin Orlando drew, 
To wreak full juſtice on that impious crew. 790 
The beldame fearing death (and why ſuch fate 
She ſeem'd to fear, the ſequel ſhall relate) 
Through fields and foreſts fled remote from ſight, 
And ſhunn'd to meet the face of hind or Knight. 
She ſees the veſture of the martial dame, 795 
With foreign arms, a ſtranger born proclaim; 
And hence ſhe flies not, as ſhe flies from thoſe 
Whoſe garb a warrior of the country ſhows. 
ow Beſide the ſtream the waits, and now ſhe meets 
Th' approaching knight, and low ſaluting, greets, 
| Beſeeching, on his ſteed to waſt her ver: 01 
n The oppoſing torrent to the further ſhore. 
Marphiſa, courteous from her carlieſt years, 
| Acroſs the flood the ancient beldame bears, 1 85 
And, paſt the ford, diſdains not to convey . 805 
Behind her courſer, till they paſs' d a way 
Heavy with ſlough - hen clad in armour bright, 
With trappings rich they met an unknown knight, 
Gay pacing tow rds the ſtream; with him a dame, 
And ſingle ſquire (his fole attendant) came. 810. 
Fair was the dame he brought, but fair in vain, 


Her haughty carria ge caſt a deepening ſtain. 


, - | ORLANDO FURIOSO. | © au 


On all her beauty, while her {corn and pride 

Scem'd well-befitting him that grac'd her ſide. 
This kniglit was Pinabel, whoſe treach'ry gave 815 

10 Bradamant the fall in Merlin's cave. 

His ſighs were breath' d, his ſcalding tears were ſhed 

For her, whom now beneath his care he led; 

For her, whom then the magic tower detain' d: 


But when Atlantes' guile no more reſtrain' d 820 


| His captives, freed by brave Dordona' 85 dame, 


She, not unmindful of her former flame, 
To Pinabel return'd, and with him ſtill 


| Wander' d from tow er to tower, 0 er foreſt, dale, and | 
hill. 


Soon as he view 'd Marple 8 aged crone, 825 


Inne ſhameleſs fair, to taunting ever prone, 


No more the venom of her tongue ſuppreſs'd, 
But gave full vent to many a ſcornful jeſt. 

Then brave Marphiſa, little us'd to bear . 
Another's inſult, or unpuniſh' d hear, 3 


S - Inflam' d with anger, to the dame replies: 


His partner thould with her diſpute the prize 
Of beauty” "} bloom, with offer on her knight - 
20 vouch the e : and theſe the terms of fight, 


— 


F BrAbanant.. | 


That, 
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That, if o'erthrown her lover preſs'd the field, 835 

The damſel ſhould her veſt and palfrey vield. 
Here Pinabello, rouz'd by ſenſe of ſhame, 

To' accept the challenge and defend his dame, 

His ſpear and buckler ſcizing, wheel'd his ſeed, 

And on Marphiſa ruſh' d with wrathful ſpeed. 840 : 

Her mighty ſpear in reſt Marphiſa held, 

And full on Pinabello's helm impell d | 

The forceful ſtroke that hurl'd him to the plain, 

5 Where ſtunn'd he lay, as number '4 with the flain. 

At length he roſe; when, victor of the day, 845 

Marphiſa from the ſtranger rent away 3 

Her glittering ornaments and vouthtul veſt, 

And with the ſpoils ] ner aged beldame dreſs d; 

Then on the palfrey plac d, which late before, = 

| W ith other grace, the naughty damſel bore. 850 

T his done, ſhe tu rn d, the \ "ay v with her to hold, 

Who ſecm'd by drefs {till more deform” d and old. 
Three davs they journey d on, ere aught befel 

In length of travel, worthy here to tell. 

The fourth they met a knight, who bent on ſpeed. 

With goring row: Els urg d his ing ny eed: 856 

Zerbino nam d. the king of Scot! 1ad's On 


For mare Hi aut. Lan 4 and h IDE S on: 
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Of vengeance late defrauded on the hand, 

Who dar'd his godlike mercy to withſtand. 860 
In vain Zerbino long, i incens'd, purſu'd 

The bold offender through the devious wood, 

Who knew ſo well to wind each tangled brake, 
So well th' advantage of the ground to take, 
That, ſhelter'd by ſurrounding ſhade, and veil'd 865 5 


In miſty vapours by the morn exhal'd, 


| Hue 'ſeap'd purſuit, reſoly'd himſelf to hide, 


Till time ſhould bid his prince's wrath ſubſide. 
Though ill-diſpos'd, Zerbino could not hold 
| Fromlaughter, when ne view 'd the beldame old, 870 
Whoſe youthful habit ſeem'd ſo ill to grace 

: Her doating age, and wither' d homely face. 

Then to! Marphiſa, prancing at her ſide: 

Thy prudence merits praiſe, Sir Knight the cry” d) 
That chuſing for thy mate ſo fair a dame, 875 
Thou need'ſt not fear a rival! in thy flame. 
- By follow hue, and wrinkled ſkin appears 
Th' ndr c hag wee the Sybil's years. 


Ver. 87% . 45 appears. 

75 ill favour'd hag—] Dolce, the Talia commen- 
ator, here gravely obſerves, that the poet particularly dwells on 
this circumſtance, to denote the years of Gabrina and ſagely con- 
eludes, that wrinklcs are a mark ol old age! 


& grand- 
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A grandame ape ſhe looks, in gameſome fort; 
With veſture clad to make the vulgar ſport: 880 
Her eyes aſkance, with ſpite and anger roll'd: 
What hurts a woman more than to be told ©: 
: The world entitle her deform'd and old. _ 
The noble maid, here feigning wrath, to try 
What haply might enſue, made this reply. 885 
She whom I guard, I ſwear by Heaven, has more 
Of beauty's claim than thou of courteous lore. 
Thou ſeem'ſt to her tranſcendant graces blind, 

To veil the baſeneſs of thy daſtard mind. 

What other knight that here ſhould chance to meet 
A maid ſo young, in every charm complete, 891 
By one defended, but his ſtrength would prove 
To win in her the ſweet reward of love? 
80 well with thee ſhe ſuits, (Zerbino cries) f 


Twere much injuſtice to diſpute the Prize; 8 


Nor ſhall I loſt to ſenſe, my arms employ 


In ſuch a cauſe—thou, what thou haſt, enjoy. 
Yet, if thou ſeek'ſt with me in ſight to Join, 
On other terms I ſhall not this decline. 
But think me not ſo blinded, for her fake 900 
| in liſted held a fingle lance to break. 5 
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Homely or r falt with thee ſhe ſhall abide, 


Nor will I love, fo aptly pair'd, divide. 
Heaven knows you both are join'd beyond compare, 


If thou art valiant as the nymph is fair. 903 


Marphiſa then rejoin'd—In thy deſpite, 


Io win this damſel muſt thou prove the fight: 
| Ne'er ſhalt thou view her beauties with deſire, 


And not to win thoſe peerleſs charms aſpire. 


know not who (Zerbino made reply) 910 


For ſuch a conqueſt would the combat try; 
| Where courting danger with unfruitful pains, 


The victor loſes while the vanquiſh'd gains. 


Since terms like theſe diſpleaſe thee, hear me make 


Another offer which thou well may'ſt take; 915 
6 Marphiſa anſwered) if in jouſt, to thine 
2 My arms ſubmit, this dame ſhall Rill be mine ; ; 
But, if! conquer, her thou ſhalt receive; 
Thus be our trial who the prize ſhall leave. 
Should Fortune bid thee now refign the day, 920 
Lis thine to guard her as ſhe points the way. - 


| Agreed—Zerbino ſaid, and ſpeaking, wheerd 


His rapid courſer to diſpute the field : 
= irm on his ſtirrups with collected might, 


He liood ; and, to direct his ſpear arigbt, 925 


 Againd 
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Againſt her buckler drove the pointed wood; 


W hich, like a mount of ſteel, the ſhock withſtood ; 


While ſhe, with better nerve, his helmet found, 
And inſtant hurl'd him ſenſeleſs to the ground. 


2 erbino, thus unhors'd, ſuch ſhame confeſs'd, 


As ne'er till then his generous ſoul depreſs'd. 931 
Full many a warrior had his ſpear before = 


Caſt from their ſeats: but now he fears, no more 


His arm ſhall clear his fame, while loſt in thought. 


New anguiſh in his penſive boſom wrought, 935 
To think henceforth, by ſacred promiſe plight, 
Himſelf conſtrain'd to reſt the beldame' 8 knight. 


High ſeated on her ſteed, the conquering maid 


5 Turn'd with a mile Accept my gift (he ſaid); E 
| The more I ſee the dame in beauty ſhine, us 940 = 
Tt Joys me more to ſee ſ ach beauty t thine. 


Then, in my place, her champion' 8 Wage ſuſtain, 


Nor let thy faith, ſo lately pledg'd, be vain. 


: Whate' er ſhe bids, it fits thee to obey, E 
| Guide of her fate, and partner of her way. - 945 -- 5 


She ſtay'd not for reply, but left the knight, 


* . R * 
—_ 


9 


And foon the foreſt ſhut her from his fight. 


Ver. 507 hes from his TY He returns to 'Marphiſa, 


e xxv. ver. 676. 
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ZLerbino heard abaſh'd, nor aught, reply'd, 
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Then to the crone he ſpoke (for ſure he deem'd 


lis conquering foe a warrior as ſhe ſeem” d) 


Give me to hear what knight has ſtain'd my fame? 


The beldame an{wer'd, eager to proclaim 981 


What known would grieve him more—On yonder 


land 335 . 


Thou fall'ſt (he cry d beneath a virgin 8 s hand: 


A virgin, who for valour well may wield 


The warrior's falchion and the warrior's ſhield; 95 


Who now fro m Eaſtern realms, with ſword and 5 


15 come to prove the Paladins of Fi rance. 


At this, Zerbino' 8 ſoul indignant g olow' d, 


While o'er his viſage fluſh' d the changing blood ; 

T brough all his frame the deep contagion ſpread, 960 

And e ev'n his armour ſeem'd to bluſh with red. 
Remounting on his ſteed, he curs'd i in vain 


The nerves that could not late bis ſeat maintain. 


The hag in ſecret ſmil' d, and every art 


Of malice try d to” afflict his generous heart 965 


W ith cruel taunts, and bade him call to mit 


bt What chance had now to her's his will refign' d. 


Conſtrain'd the worſt, like weary ſteed, to' abide, — 
That feels the bit in mouth, and rowels at his fide, I 
ZI e 
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In frequent ſighs he gave his anguiſh vent: 971 
What dire reverſe (he cry'd) has Fortune ſent ! 
While ſhe, the firſt in virtue as In charms, 
Vntimely torn from theſe deſiring arms, 
Ils daſh d on rocks, or given the precious food 975 
Of ravenous fiſh and fowls that haunt the flood. 
Lo! her, that buried! in her earthly bed, 
Should long ere this the hungry worms have fed, 
Thou now preſery'ſt beyond her loathſome date, 
To add new torments to my wretched ſtate. 980 
1 hus ſpoke Zerbino, hapleſs and forlorn: 


= Nor leſs in words and looks he ſeem'd to mourn | 


: His odious mate, by luckleſs chance acquir' d, 
| Than loſs of her whom moſt his ſoul deſir d. 
* Rill your mind retains what once I told, 985 
This hag was ſhe who left the cavern'd hold, 
Where Iſabella, who Zerbino held 

In love S ſoft bonds, ſome days a priſoner dwell d: 
| Oft had ſhe there rehears'd her ſtory o'er, 

How firſt ſhe left her dear paternal ſhore ; „ 
How, ſhipwreck'd on the ſea and ſhelvy ſtrand, 
She ſaved her life on Rochelle s welcome land. 
| Oft would the love-lorn maid delight to tell 
Of! loſt Zerbino ; oft with rapture dwell . 
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On every grace: Soon as the beldame nigh 995 


Had mark'd his mien and face with heedful eye, 
She deem'd in him ſhe view 'd the noble youth , 
By Ifabella wept with matchleſs truth; 


Whoſe abſence to her ſoul more ſorrow gave 


Than cruel bondage in the outlaws' cave. 5 1000 


But when ſhe now with fix'd attention heard 

| His words in bitterneſs of ſoul preferr'd; 

| She ſound twas he, who, by report miſled, 
His deareſt Ifabella, mourn d as dead 1004 
And while the truth ſhe kn ew, with impious ſpite, 


H 0 exclude all gleam of comfort from the knight, 5 


| What beſt might raiſe his hope the kept conceal'd, 


And what would give him pain, alone reveal d. 


Hear thou (che ery'd), from whom I thus have E 


| borne 


| . Such haughty carriage, ſuch inſulting 8855 1010 


. Did'ſt thou but think what tidin: gs] could tell 
Of her on whom thy fond affections dwell, 


FP How might” ſt thou ſpeak me fair—but all in vain 5 


= Would force or ſoothing now that ſecref Fain, 


H Which, had thy ſpeech more gentle manners ſnown, 
| Thou might ſt, perchance, diſcourteous youth, have 
1 known. | 5 1016 
5 NN n A 
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As the grim maſtiff, who with fury threats 
Ti invading robber, ſoon his rage forgets, 


Whene'er, by ſcent of ſavoury meat allur'd, 


: Or lull'd with ſpells by magic art procur d: 1020 3 


Thus ſoon Zerbino, with a ſoften'd air, 
5 Beſought the hag with tears and humble prayer, 
By Gods and men, no Jon: ger to conceal 
Whate' er of good or ill ſhe could reveal. 
1 canſt thou know, that known would 
yield deligbt, 1025 
(Th' unfeeling beldame anſwer'd to the knight) 
She lives! whom now as dead thy ſighs 1 
But lives to envy thoſe who live no ere 
Full twenty, not by laws nor Faith reftrain' g. - = 
Thy Iſabella long i in bonds detain'd: 2050 © 
Then think, ſhould fate reſtore her to thy arms, | 


What hope remains to' enjoy her virgin charms? 


Ah! hag accurs'd ! (Zerbino made reply) | 

How haſt thou fram'd a foul deteſted lie! 

Though twenty might the captive fair detain, 1055 
Not one would dare her ſpotleſs honour ſtain. 
Thus he- then queſtion d when and where the 
view'd — OT 
5 is beſt belov'd; but the, i in ſullen mood. 
Was 
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Was mute; determin'd to diſcloſe no more, 
E Nor add a word to what ſhe told before. 1089 
E Zerbino mildly firſt his ſpeech addrefs'd, 
Then held his threatening weapon to her breaſt. 
Alike in vain his prayer, his menace prov'd, 

Nor prayer, nor threat, the ſtubborn beldame mov'd. 
y et what he heard, he ponder'd deep in thought, 1045 
Till ſecret fears his jealous torment wrought. 

He burn'd his Ifabella' 8 charms to view, 


FT hrough toils to follow, and to death purſue; 


hut durſt not move without his partner” 8 will, 


3 V hich late Marphiſa bound him to fulfil. 1050 
Tphence, as ſhe led, through ſolitary ſhade 
And unfrequented paths Zerbino ſtray' d. 


7 | W hether o'er hill or vale their way they took, 


Nor words they utter'd, nor exchang' da look: 
But when the ſun, with ſlow declining ray, > SIS -- 


Tz Had paſt the ſplendor of meridian day, 


To break the filence, 1 in the way there fell 
A knight, whoſe n name th' enſuing book ſhall tell. 


END OF, THE TWENTIETH BOOK. 
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Z£R5180, ro defend Gabrina, engages in ſingle combat with Hermo- 
nides, from whom he hears the particulars of her wicked life, 


and is warned of the miſchiefs that may befall him from her 


company. 
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TWENTY-FIRST BOOK 
OF 


TOT ſtrongeſt cords i in circling bandage rolld, 


So cloſely brace; not claſps of iron hold 


| The e plank ſo firm, as plighted faith can bind 


In never-looſening ties the noble mind. 


The ſages hence, of ancient time, have dreſt 5 


Faith (heavenly Goddeſs ) in a ſpotleſs veſt 


Eny elopꝰ d fair, and white as falling ſnows, 


That Fran caſual foil and blemiſh ſhows. 


— 


Ver. 5. The ſages hence, Kc.—] That faith (or ſincere deal- 


ing) was anciently painted in white 5 Ry be gathered trom | 
this paſſage 1 in Horace. 


et albo rara kdes colt 
Velata panno. 


F 


And to the prince her humble ſpeech addreſs d. 
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True honour muſt in even tenor run, 
Before a thouſand pledg'd, or given to one: 10 


Not leſs in woods or lonely caverns known, 


Far from the concourſe of the peopled town, 


Than at the full tribunal, where aloud 


Each act i 18 witneſs'd to the liſtening crowd: 


N Without or oaths, or forms judicial paſt, 5 = "BY 


A promiſe made but once ſhould ever laſt. 


This duty, ſtill on virtuous minds impreſt, 


Was ever preſent to Z -rbino's breaſt ; 
80 ſacred held, that trom his purpos'd way 
| He turn'd aſide, through devious paths to ſtray 20 
With her, whom like diſeaſe or death he view d; 


Such ſenſe of rig ght his generous ſoul purſu'd. 


Thus journey'd they, till from the weſtern bills 


The ſetting ſun di ſplay' d his hindmoſt wheels, 


When near advancing, with a fearleſs look, 25 


2 


A wandering warrior on their ſilence broke. 


Well was he noted by the hateful dame; 


Hermonides, of Holland, was his name, 


W ho bore athwart, depicted on his ſhield, 


A band vermillion in a ſable held. EE 30 


By features chang” d the crone her fears expreſs' d, 


She X 
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She bade him now in mind his promiſe bear 
To her, who plac'd her | in his guardian care: 
F *or he, the knight who met them face to face, 35 
Was foe to her, and foe to all her races”: 
Her dear-lov'd father periſh' d by his guilt; 
By him her only brother's blood was ſpilt; 
And {till he ſought, with more than ruthleſs mind, 
To glut his rage on all her wretched Kind. 40 
Woman! in me behold thy champion near! 
(Zerbino cry d) and baniſh every fear. 
When now, with heedful eyes, th' approaching 
knight 
Had mark” d that face, fo odious t to his ſight, 


= Prepare with me in c ngle fight to meet, 45 


(Aloud he threatening cry'd with 8 
Or quit yon' female's ſide, and by my hand 


SGiive her to periſh as her crimes demand: 


If thou defend ſt her cauſe, thou muſt be lain 

For thus it falls to thoſe who wrong maintain. 50 

Zerbino then, with courteous ſpeech reply'd, 

Such thoughts could only with the baſe reſide ; 

Vet if he preſs'd the fight, he ſhould not find 

A flying foe; but will'd him firſt in mind 
ts 
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Io ponder, how a knight of gentle ſtrain 55 
In helpleſs woman's blood his hand could ſtain, 


For deeds at length the conteſt muſt conclude: 


Then, turning furious, meet with looſen'd rein. 60 


Theſe words, and many more, in vain enſu'd; 


Now for the tilt they wheel around the plain, 


Not with ſuch ſpeed the whizzing rocket flies, 


Diſmiſt with joy to burſt in upper ſkies; 


As in the dreadful ſhock, each fiery horſe 
Bore either champion to the headlong courſe. 
Low aim'd Hermonides his ſpear, and try d 65 
Through the left flank his pointed wood to guide: 


The feeble wood in craſhing ſplinters broke, 


And ſcarce the knight of Scotland felt the ſtroke. 
5 Far different came his lance; ; with force __ d, 
The tar ge it pie rc d, and i in the ſhoulder held 


tits raging way, through plate and mail it flew, 


And on the plain Hermonides © erthrew. 
Zerbino deem'd him ſlain; with pity ing haſte 
He lighted, and is glittering helm unlac' d. 


At length, as from a trance, the wounded knight 75 


Recovering, on Zerbino hx'd his ſight 


Awhile 1n ſilence, till in mournful ſirain | 


Ile ale lt grie ves me little to ſu ſtain 


This 


— 
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This ſhame from one, whom well his deeds beſpeak 

The flower of wandering knights that danger ſeek. 80 

But much to ſuffer in her cauſe I grieve, 

Whoſe murderous guile accuſtom'd to deceive, 
Could ſuch a knight in her defence engage: 

For ill it ſuits an arm ſo brave to wage 

A ſtrife like this—and when thou hear' it the cauſe 85 

That on her head my righteous fury draws, 
Remembrance ever will remorſe awake, 

To think thou thus haſt wrong'd me for her ſake. 

And if my ſpirits laſt (though much I fear 

My ſtrength may fail) a ſtory malt thou hear, 90 

Which told, will prove how far her deeds diſgrace 

A woman's name, and all the human race. 

My youthful brother, on his ſame intent, 

From Holland once, our native d welling, went, 

And to Heraclius ſoon a knight was made; 95 


(Heraclius, who the Grecian empire ſway” 00 


Ver. 95.—Heracliu—] Heraclins was the ſixteenth emperor 
of Greece, and ſucceeded Phocas. He was created emperor at 
Conſtantinople anno 611, and reigned near thirty years, and appears 
to be the ſame Heraclius in whoſe time the Saracen army, under 
Caled, laid ſiege to the city of Damaſcus; on wNich event Mr. 
Hughes founded his Siege of Damaſcus, the molt excellent of modern 
tragedies. | 


A. baron's 


* 
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A baron's friendſhip in the court he prov'd, 


And he no leſs the courteous baron lov'd ; 


Who kept, near Servia's lands, a lonely feat, 


A guarded fortreſs and a calm retreat. 100 


- Argeo was his name, whoſe choice had led 


Yon loathſome 1 woman to his nuptial bed, 


On whom he doated with fo fierce a flame, 
As paſs d the bounds that rank like his became : 3 
But ſhe, more changeful than the wither'd leaves 105 . 


Which Autumn every year of ſap bereaves, 


When the chill winds, collecting to a ſtorm, 


The verdant honours of the grove deform, 


Now ſudden chac' d from her inconſtant breaſt | 


The love her huſband there had once poſſeſt; 116 
And every art efſay'd of looſe defire 


To make my brother burn in lawleſs fire. 


Not ſteadier meets th' Acroceraune an ſhore 


Of impious fame) the ocean's furgy roar: 


—— — — — 


* —— 


Ver. 113. % Acroceraunean ſhore— ] Har ace calls * 


rocks of Acroceraunia infamous, becauſe mariners there often ſuſth: 


Aipwreck, 


Infames ic anos Actoceraunia - 
| | ILIE. = Od. i; - 
Theſe are high rocks or mountains in Epirus, the tops of which 
are fr equentiy truck with lightuing, from which circumſtance they | 


derive their name. They are near the promontory t that hangs over 


Not 
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Not firmer, midſt the northern blaſt, appears 113 
A pine, the produce of a hundred years, 

E {Far as whoſe head above the Alps aſcends, | 

80 deep its root beneath the ſurface tends) 

Than now my brother met the dame's requeſt, 

A dame of every vice the fertile neſt! _ 120 
Z Meantime, as it befalls a wandering knight 

. Who danger ſeeks, on dangers oft to light; 

it chanc'd my brother, on adventures bound, 
Receiv'd in combat many a grievous wound. 
Argeo's fort was near, no nced to wait 125 


For leave to enter at his friendly gate ; 


He came, as wont, reſolv'd with medicine's power, 


E And reſt, his health and vigour to reſtore. 


Argeo, on ſome ſecret purpoſe bent, 


8 As need requir'd him, from the caſtle went: 130 
His conſort then the welcome time embrac” d, 
| To tempt my brother with her ſuit unchaſte : 
But he, a loyal friend as virtuous youth, 

1 Impatient to behold his ſpotleſs truth = 

l | So hard beſet; whom evils thus encloſe . 135 
f At length of many ills the lighteſt choſe; , 

: Of many ills this choice the youth purſues, 

| To fly Argeo, and his friendſhip 2 
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| And dwell an outcaſt, where the ſhameleſs dame 
Might never hear again his luckleſs name. 140 
Hard was the choice, but harder to fulfil, 
Againſt his duty, her ungovern 'd will; 
| Or done lord accuſe a faithieſs wife, 
ler lord who priz d her dearer than his life. 
Still pale and feeble with his wounds he took 145 | 
| His arms and courſer, and the place forſook; 
In willing exile from his friend he went, 
1 But envious Fortune croſs'd his good intent. 
| Lo! to his home the huſband came, and found | 
His wife in floods of ſeeming ſorrow drown'd; 150 
With hagged features and diſhevell'd hair: 
Surpriz d, he queſtion” d whence her deep deſpair: 
Again, and yet again, her ſpeech he wood 
To learn the cauſe, while the, in ſullen mood, 
Ay Within her boſom {ſchemes of malice bred, 155 g 
To' av enge her lighted flame on him who fled. 


Nor deem it ſtrange that ſhe, refus'd ſo late, 


1 Should ſudden change her former love to hate. 

if At len gth—Ab wberefore ſhould [ ſeek (ſhe cry 0 

5 The guilt, incurr'd when thou wert gone, to hide? 5 
Though from the world the horror 1 diſguiſe, 161 | 


— 
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It ever naked to reflection lies! 
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The ſoul that groans beneath a ſecret ſin, 


eels its own weight of puniſhment within, 


That far exceeds all outward pain of ſenſe 165 


Another might inflict for ſuch offence: 


ik that, which force conſtrains, offence we name: 


But be it as it may attend my name! 


Then from its ſeat polluted let thy {x ord 


To this unſpotted foul releaſe afford : 10 


50 ſhall theſe lids be clos'd in welcome lcep, 
No longer after ſuch diſgrace to weep 


With eyes caſt downwards, fearing ſtill to read 


In every face abhorrence of the deed. 


Know then—thy friend—thy boſom friend affail d 


My matron honour—and by y force prevail d: 176 


: Then dreading leſt 1 mould his crime recite, 


The villain parted hence with ſpeedy Aight. 

Thus ſhe; and with theſe i impious words addreſt 
Againſt his friend, inflam'd her huſband 8 breaſt: 15⁰ : 
Too eaſy of belief, Argeo flew 


With arms and ſteed, his victim to purſue; 


The ſeeds of vengeance rankling i in his mind, 


Vers'd in the ways, my brother ſoon he) join d. 


Who, faint with ſcarce heal d wounds, in journey flow, 
Paſs' d penſive on, and little fear'd a i foe. 186 


Now 
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% 


Now, in a lonely ſhade, with eager rage, 


The baron ruſh'd th' unequal fight to wage. 
My hapleſs brother vain excuſes fram'd; 


Incens' d Argeo loud the combat claimd. 190 


The one was ſtrong, with deep reſentment mov'd, 
The other weak, and much his friend he lov'd. 
Philander then (o call th' unhappy youth, 
The guiltleſs victim of unſpotted truth) 
Who ſuch a foe with ſtrength unequal found, 195 


Was vanquiſh' din the fight, and captive bound. 


Forbid i it Heaven! tho' now to juſtice led 
For guilt ſo deep as thine (Argeo ſaid) 
LJe'er ſhould Kill the man! held ſo dear, 8 


The man I deem'd to me with faith ſincere - 200 
Ally'd IG late— 


my friendſhip thus betray” d, 


Our cauſe before th' impartial world be weigh d. 


As! in love excell d, when once we loy' d, 


So would I ſand i in hatred unreproy” 'd; - 
Let other puniſhment thy deeds attend, 205 | 
Than death from him who call'd thee once his friend. 


Thus he; and on a courſer bade be plac' d 


A ruſtic bier of branches interlac'd, 
i Half dead thereon the wretched youth » was laid, 


And to the caſtle” 8 neighbouring walls convey d, 2 10 - 
Where 
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Where, 1n the lone retreat, he lay confin'd, 

1 The penance for his life deſign'd. 

: Impriſon'd there, he found each lenient grace, 
Save only, in excurſion from the place, | 
| To roam abroad ; in all beſide, he ll. 215 
$ Found every menial ready at his will. 
: But that abandon'd dame, whoſe j impious mind 
Rene wd the purpoſe the at firſt deſign'd, 

Each day Philander view 'd, and as ſhe choſe, 

| With ready key bade every gate uncloſe: 220 
My brother with inſatiate will ſhe preſs'd, 0 
And bolder now preferr'd her foul requeſt. 

| W hat more avails thy boaſted truth (ſhe cry 'd), 
: Since my report has ſet that boaſt aſide? 


r 
n 


3 In vain thy virtue due regard may claim, . 2 
: W. hen each inſults thee with a traitor” 8 name. 

3 How had thy honour and thy peace been ſpar'd, 
| f W ouldſt thou have given my love its dear reward ? ? 
3 Behold the guerdon of thy mighty pains, 

7 Of all thy rigour, lo! what fruit remains | 230 
| | Thou dw ell'ſt in durance, never hence to part, ; 
3 Till pity ſoften thy obdurate heart: 

| : But if thou yield) f—1 ſome device will frame 
To ſet thee er, and heal thy wounded fame. 
St Vor. III. „ 5 Philander 


| Nor yet on one her wayering mind reſolyes. 
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Philander anſwer'd Hope not to prevail, 9235 

Nor think Philander's faith ſhall ever fail; 

Though now it meets ſuch unexpected lot: 


Howe'er the world my merits has forgot, 
One Power above my innocence can ſee, | 1 
And, at his will, my ſoul from trouble free. 2240 

II all ſuffice not let Argeo take = 

This wretched being, his revenge to lake. 
Perchance | in Heaven hereafter may I find 
That recompenſe, withheld me by mankind: „„ 
When he, who now deteſts my hated name, 245 : 

As life ſhall ceaſe to warm this mortal frame, 7 


May to my mem' ry wrong d at laſt be juſt, 


And weep his dear companion laid in duſt. 


Thus oft the ſhameleſs woman ſtrives to gain. 


7 Philander' s love, as oft ſhe ſtrives i in vain: 250 
Blind with her luſt, ſhe feeds her flame within, ü 
5 And hopes, at length, her lawleſs will to win; 
8 Each rack'd invention in her thought applies, 


And vonders all her magazine of lies; 


A: thouſand ſchemes, now here, now chere, re- 
volves, „„ 1955 255 


Six 
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dix months elaps'd ſince laſt the 3 impious dame, 
As was her cuſtom, to his preſence came, 5 
And hence he hop'd that time had cur'd her Juſt- 


ful flame. 


But Fortune, friendly to the wicked, brought 260 
The wiſh'd occaſion which ſhe long had ſought, : 
And gave her, by unheard-of guilt t' attain 

The purpoſe which ſhe oft had try'd in vain. 


Between her huſband and a baron reign” d 


EA hatred, in their nouſes long maintain d: 265 
3 Morando was he call'd, ſurnam' d the Fair, 1 
| Who oft, Argeo abſent, would repair J 
= Within his caſtle gates, and every outrage dare. 


But, while the lord was there, aloof he ſtay” d, . 
Nor durſt for many : a mile the ſeat invade. 270 
Argeo, to entice him thither, feign d 


8 A ſolemn vow to V iſit Sion' 8 land. 


He ſeem'd to 80, and all who view'd him, thought 


That, parting thence, Jeruſalem he ſought. 


Thus went the fame, while to his wife was is KNOWN 275 : 


| : he truth entruſted to her faith alone. 
At cloſe of eve the caſtle he regain'd 


1 And every night within the walls remuin'd 
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With : arms and enſigns chang'd, at dawn of day, 
Each morning to the woods he took his way. 280 


Now here, now there, with heedful watch he ſtray d 
Around his caſtle, lurking | in the ſhade, 
To mark; if truſting to the well-form'd tale, 


 Morando durſt, as wont, his walls aſſail. 


All day abroad he roam N, but when he view'd 28; 5 


The light extinguiſh” d in the briny flood, 


He came, where ſtation'd his return to wait, 


His wife receiy'd him at a ſecret gate. 


p All, ſave herſelf, believ'd that many a mile 


Argeo travell'd ; the with murderous Suile 290 
The curſt occaſion took, my brother found, 


And with dire fraud her! impious wiſhes crown d, 


While from her eyes, for ever brew'd at will, 


She pour'd a ſhower of tears her breaſt to fill. 294 q 


Where ſhalll fly? (ſhe cry'd) what ſuccour cim : 


To guard my own, to guard my huſband's fame? 45 
But were thy noble friend Argeo here, 


Nor this, nor that, would give me cauſe for fear. 


Thou know'ſt Morando well—Argeo hence, 


Scarce Gods or men can yield me now defence 


Againſt the traitor, who, with many a bribe 301 
And menace, would ſeduce my menial tribe. 55 


To 


01 


To 


3 : Unhelp'd by thee my honour i iS betray” 4. 80 
1 With my Argeo' which, if truth may 1. 
: | In friendſhip” $ words, vou once eſteem'd ſo high. 
E If thou refuſe— 
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To win me to his will—who, fince he heard 

My lord no longer in theſe gates appear'd, 

On diſtant travel bent, has dar'd preſume, 305 
Unaſk'd, and hateful in my fight to come 1 


But, were my conſort now within my . 


| Had kept aloof from this well guarded wall. 
| | The ſuit he once by diſtant meſſage preſs'd, 
E He boldly now has face to face addreſs'd; 310 

80 cloſe addreſs'd, I dread that future ſhame, £2 
I And dire misfortune will attend my name: 

And but [ late, with more attentive ear, 

© - Gently appear 'd his amorous tale to hear, 

5 His pathon would have ſeiz'd, by open force, "849 


E What now he hopes to win by milder courſe. 


I promis d ſoon to yield—yet ne'er deſign d 


1 To keep what, made through fear, can never bind. IF 
N { For this, 1 in thee alone [ truſt for aid; 


-I to the world atteſt, 
Thy boſom wants that faith it once profeſs d. 


Nor was it virtue, but thy cruel enn 325 


Urg'd t thee to light my tears, and ſee n me mourn: _ 
. Argeo' 8 
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For my Argeo's ſake 
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Argeo's fame pretended was the ſhield 
That, held before, thy ruthleſs ſoul conceal'd. 


With thee Love's theft had lurk'd ſecure from blame, 


But with Morando all muſt know thy ſhame. 330 


There needs not this (Philander cries) to move 


A ſpirit ever prompt the moſt to prove 


thy with explain— 
The faith I once poſſeſs'd, I ſtill retain, 


Whate' er the woes which undeſerv'd I feel, 335 
= No deed of his abates my conſtant zeal: 
Peril and death for him dare oppoſe, 
Be Fate itſelf, and all the world, my foes. 


Then i impious ſne— Thy weapon muſt defiroy 


The wretch who ſeeks to poiſon all my Joy. 340 
"Fear not that evil ſhall thyſelf betide, 
Do thou but firmly act as I ſhall guide. 


Morando will return, when riſing night 


With murky ſhade obſcures the ſetting light. 


While, at a ſignal fix'd, prepar diwalt- 343 


Unſeen, to give him entrance at the gate. 


Thee will I ſafe in ſecret ambuſh place, 


Without a ray the friendly gloom to chace; 7 
Till, urg'd by me, his arms aſide to 7. £7 
He to thy Jules falls an 7 prey. 5 50 


Wich 
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With cruelty unheard, the ruthleſs wife 


= Thus form'd the ſnare t' entrap her huſband's life: 


If wife ſhe may be call'd, or rather nam'd 

A fiend, with more than fiend- like rage inflam' 
When now the fatal night her ſhadows ſpread, 355 
She to her room my wretched brother led; 
There plac'd him with his arms and truſty ſword, 
F : Till home return'd the caſile's abſent lord. 
All to her! impious hopes in courſe befel; 

'Tis rare but evil deeds ſucceed too well. 360 


Philander deem'd i in him Argeo's foe, 


= And at his own Argeo aim'd the blow: 


| 1 Unheard of chance! when thinking to beſtow 


; Such greeting g gave as fits the deadlieſt foe. 


The cruel weapon cleft his head i in twain, 
No helm was there the fury to ſuſtain: 
Speechleſs he fell; and bleeding as he lay, 365 
Without a ſtruggle g groan'd his life away. 


A friend's kind aid, he, with a fatal blow 


. The huſband thus diſpatch d; his murdering ſword 
1 My brother to Gabrina's hand reſtor I 


Ga brina was her name, Who every day 


Is born to curſe, and hives but to betray! 
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Drives to and fro by two oppoling gales: 
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She who, till then, conceal'd the horrid truth, 
With lighted torch approach'd th' unhappy youth, 


And bade him view how well his arm had ſped, 376 
And ſhow'd where lay his friend Argeo dead. 


She menac'd then, unleſs his pliant will 

The dictates of her hateful love fulfil, 7 
In every part to make his treſpaſs known, 380 
| Which all ſhould tell, and he in vain diſown. 

So muſt he die, with guilt of murder ſtain' d, 

A public victim to the hangman' s hand. 

She bade him ponder, tho' to die he dar 1. 9 5 
If for a ſhameful death he ſtood prepar d. 385 


Philander, when his dire miſtake he view „d, 


| Congeal' d with horror and amazement ſtood; | 

| Remorſe and rage to vengeance firſt impell'd 
His raving thought, and had not reaſon quell d 

The raſh deſign, ſuggeſting, that ex pos d 990 


In hoſtile walls he ſtood with foes enclos' d; 


Though now difarm'd, his hand the means bai- | : 


found 


| To rend her mangled corſe with many a wound, { 


And with her bleeding members ſtrew the ground. } 
As when a ſhip, that in mid ocean fails, 395 
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Between two evils thus Philander preſt, 


; Debates, at length he fixes on the leaſt: 


Beſide the certain view of ſpeedy death, 
He fears with infamy to yield his breath; 400 


lf in the caſtle ſhould his deed be try'd, 

| And little time 18 left him to decide. 

| Fate urges now the dreadful draught to take, 
: T1 hough all her arts before could never ſhake 404 


lis conſtant faith: the dread of death with ſhame, 


| Compels him, while he loaths ber! impious flame, 


To plight his vow, to join with her's his hand, 


1 | When both had ſafely left the Grecian land. 


T hus the foul ſorc'reſs won his forc' d conſent, 


And with him cloſely from the caſtle went. 410 
1; Again his home and friends Philander view d, 
But infamy i in Greece his name purſu'd. : 

q Stilli in his mind he bears, with thrilling pain, 
His lov'd companion by his weapon ſlain; 

{ Whence, for a murder'd friend, (Ah, dire to tell! * 


He gain'd a Progne, or Medea fell; 416 


| And, but his honour plighted could control, 25 


| With powerful ties, th' emotions of his ſoul, 


Her death had follow'd: yet his hatred more 
Purſu'd that life, his ſword,  compell'd, forbore. 420 
Ne' er 


— 
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Ne'er was he ſeen, from that curſt hour, to wear 

A cheerful ſmile: his looks were all deſpair. | 

Sighs burſt unceaſing from his mournful breaſt: 

.-. Lake young Oreſtes by the furies preſt, 

” I dread avengement for the fatal deed, ' 425 

: That made his mother and Egyſtus bleed. . 

Deep, and more deep, grict work'd its canker'd WAY, 

Till on his bed of ſickneſs ſad Philander lay. 

The foul adultreſs, who his heart beheld 

75 Still to her flame averſe, indi gnant ſwell'd 430 

; To fierce reſentment, till her thoughts, eſtrang 4 
From all her love, again to hatred chang) d: 
And ſoon, as once againſt the baron's lite, 


Againſt my brother“ 8 wrought this impious wife, 


From this bad world to ſend, with arts accurſt; 435 | | 


5 The ſecond huſband as ſhe font the firſt. 
A leech ſhe found, far better taught to kill 
With poiſonous, chan with wholeſome draughts to 
heal; N 
And him fhe * by * of vaſt rew ard, 
With her infernal purpoſe to accord, 440 
The ſtrength of ſome envenom'd juice to prove, 


And from her loathing bg] I her lord remove. 
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Join'd with myſelf, a mourning friendly band 
Enclos'd his bed, when with the cup in hand 
The leech approach'd, and ſaid the drink he bore 445 


Would ſoon my brother's waſted health reſtore. 

| But ere the patient could the mixture taſte, 

Ga brina, with inhuman craft, in haſte 

4 Advanc'd, perchance : a witneſs to remove 
' Who knew th' effects of her deteſted love: 450 

| Perchance i in av Tice to withhold his gains, - 

. The price agreed to recompenſe his pains. - 

H She ſeiz'd his hand, while to the ſick he held 

FF The fatal goblet that the drink conceal'd. 


Be not diſpleas d (ſne cry'd), if thus I fear 455 


For one whoſe life I ever held ſo dear. 


| Give me, by proof, to know thou haſt not brought 


Some potion here with fatal venom fraught: 


Think not my lord the proffer'd cup ſhall take, 
Till frit thy lips the medicine's trial make. 460 
Reflect, Sir knight! how ſtood depriv'd of ſpeech, - 


5 In his own treaſon caught, the wretched leech: 


R Ihe time, that preſs'd, allow'd not to revolve, 


And fix his mind on what he ſhould reſolve: 


. Fe arful 4 expoſe his guilt, he deem- dit beſt, 4565 ” 
N Without e to g give th cxacted teſt, 1288 


The 


. ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXI. 
The ſick man then, with unſuſpecting thought, 
Quaff'd all the remnant of the deadly draught. 
As when a hawk, whoſe crooked talons feel 
The patridge that he dooms his future meal, 470 
Bebholds the dog, late partner of his toil, 
Aſſail, and from his graſp convey the ſpoil : | 

So this vile leech, by thirſt of gain betray d, 

Remains deſerted where he look'd for aid. 

O unexampled guilt! henceforth on.all;* 435 
Whothirſt, like him, tor gold, may equal juſtice fall 
The deed complete, the w retch prepar'd to take 
Ms] journey home, ſome antidote to make, 

Ere yet too far the poiſon through his blood 

Had ſpread ; but fell Gabrina this withſtood, 480 


She vow 'd he muſt not yet his patient leave, 


Till all the virtue of his drugs perceive. 

In vain with prayers, in vain with bribes he tr 'd 
Iso be diſmiſs'd ; the traitreſs hag deny“ d. 
All deſperate now, he ſees before his eye 485 
1 death, nor from that death can fly. 5 
D hen to th alliſtants he the truth expos 'd. 
Nor could the hag diſp prove the truth diſclos' d. 
| Thus on himſelf that good phyſician brought 


Such evil, as s he oft for others wrought. 490 


And : 
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And now his ſpirit follow'd, to purſue 

My brother's ſpirit that before him flew 
While we, who late with freezing horror heard 
Ihe truth that by the leech's tale appear'd, 
Seiz'd on that hag, with fiercer rage indu'd, 495 
Than every howling ſavage of the wood! 

And j in a dungeon ſhut, condemn” a by fire 

For all her crimes in torture to expire. 


Thus faid Hermonides, and more had ſpoke, 


To tell how from her priſon walls ſhe broke, 500 


| But, fainting with the anguiſh of his wound, 

| | He backward fell, half ſenſcleſs, on the ground; 
While two attending ſquires, with ready care, 
Of branches lopt a ruſtic bier prepare: 

Here, as he will'd, Hermonides they laid, 0 
And thus, diſabled, from the field ae d. 


2 erbino ſeeks A excuſe his luckleſs deed, 


7 
: 1 


Much griev d by him to ſee the champion bleed; 
Y et, as requir'd from thoſe who knighthood claim, 


He but defended her with whom he came: 510 


Elſe had his plighted faith been empty wind; 


For when the crone was to his 825 yy d, 


— . 2 * . * 5 — 3 — * 


a - 


Ver. 499. Thus ſeid „ 1 This ſtory of Gabrina and 


he; phy W 18 to be found i in : the Golden Ass of A. 


He 


n- ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XU 
He vow'd his proweſs ſhould with arms oppoſe, 
In her behalf whoe'er appear'd her foes. 

In all beſide, he ſtood by deed or word 5159 
Prepar'd to aid, with counſel or with ſword, { 


A knight whoſe chance his generous heartdeplor' d. 

5 The knight return 'd—He wiſh'd him to bewire, 
And rid his hands of fell Gabrina' s care, 

Ere her black artshad fram'd ſome guileful train 520 

Be Le make his grief and late repentance yalh 
Gabrina filent ſtood, with downcaſt eye; 

For truth confirm'd admits not a reply. 

Departing thence, Zerbino took his way oy 

Where with the hag his deſtin'd | Journey lay, 525 

5 And curs 'd her oft, to think his arms had brought 

Such ill on him, whom for her ſake he fought. 

5 And ſince her i impious life was brought to view, 
Buy one who well her hidden actions knew, 

His hatred kindled to ſo fierce a height, 380 : 

He turn'd with horror from her loathſome fi ght. 
She, who beholds Zerbino's ſecret mind, 


Nor will in enmity remain behind, 


—— 


ver. $24 Departing tne] The poet ſpeaks 1 no more of Her- 
monides 


Bates ” 


B. XXL. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 79 
Bates not an inch of malice, but repays 
His hatred with her own a hundred ways : 535 
Black poiſon rankles in her impious breaſt, 
In every feature rancour ſtands confeſt. 
Thus in firm concord, as the Muſe has told, 
Through the chick wood their friendly courſe they 
; hold: | 
When from the weſt the ſetting rays appear, 540 
Ine noiſe of claſhing arms and blows they hear; 
3 The ſign of battle nigh——With eager ſpeed 
To learn the cauſe Zerbino ſpurs his ſteed, 
Nor ſeems more ſlow Gabrina to purſue— 544 


What chanc'd th' enſuing book reveals to view. 
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"THE ARGUMENT. 


Asrourn⁰ arrives at the enchanted palace of Atlantes, where, N 
the help of his horn, he diſſolves the enchantment, and ſets all 
the priſoners at liberty. Rogero and Bradamant meet and know 
each other: They depart together, and are addreſſed by a damſel, 


who engages them to undertake the deliverance of a youth con- 


demned to be put to death. Tn their way they are ſtopped at the 
caſtle of Pinabello, where Rogero jouſts with four knights, who 
were ſworn to defend a law which Pinabello had made, to ſpoil 


all ſtrangers who 1 that way. Rogero caſts his enchanted 


Meld! into a well. 
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- "THE 
TWENTY-SECOND BOOK 
OF. 


ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


E courteous damſels to your lovers dear; 


Content! in love ce favour'd youth t9 hear! 


| # Though rarely, midſt the female race, we find 


A choſen few that boaſt a conſtant mind ; 


— 
—_— 
ä — 


Ver. 1. Te e courteous br dandy bs) Spenſer (ors to have imitat” 
ed this, and the beginning of the xxviiith Book in the following paſ” 
fage, where he is about to treat of the wanton Hellenore: 


Redoubted knights and honourable dames, 
To whom level all my labours end, 
Right ſore I fear, leſt with unworthy blames 

This odious argument my rhymes ſhould nend, 

Or aught your goodly patience offend; 

Whiles of a lovely lady I do write, 

Which with her looſe incontinence doth blend 
Tae ſhining glory of your ſovereign light, 

And knighthood foul defaced by a faithleſs knight. 


Book! ui. C. ix. St. 1. 
63. 785 Be 


* 
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Be not diſpleas'd, if following thus my tale, 3 


Againſt Gabrina late I dar'd to rail 
In terms ſo harſh, and ſtill, ſome future page, 


Prepare to ſcourge her more than impious rage: 


Such as ſhe was, | even ſuch muſt I reveal, 


Nor (fo my patron bids) the truth conceal : 10 


Vet think not hence their honours ſhall be loſt, 


Whoſe purer hearts untainted faith can boaft. 


Who to the Jews his Lord betray'd for gain, 
Nor leaves on Peter, nor on John a ſtain : 8 

Not Hypermneſtra leſs in fame ſurvives, 15 
Though her dire ſiſters ſought their huſbands' lives. 
For one on whoſe demerits here I dwell, 

(As wills the order of the tale I tell) 

9 hundred ſhall adorn my better lays, 
And, like the radiant Mun; diffuſe their ir pie 20 


—— 


Ver. 15. Wot 8 . was one of the 
fifty daughters of Danaiis, who being conſtrained to marry their 
| kinſmen, the fifty ſons of ZEgyſtus, all, but Hypermneſtra, at the 
command of their father, flew their huſbands on the wedding night; 
the oracle having foretold to Danaiis, that he ſhould die by the hand 


of a aſon-in-law: but Hypermneſtra ſaved her huſband Laus, and 
contrived means for his eſcape. 


See One's Erisrrxs, 


Uypermneſtra to Linus. 


Attend | 


8 TE 
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Attend the vary'd ſtory, which to hear 
| truſt that many lend a gracious ear, 

We left the Scottiſh knight, with loud alarms. 
Of ſudden tumult rouz'd, and claſhing arms. 
Between two hills a narrow vale he found, 575. IS 
Whence late before he heard the falchion's ſound; 
But now the noiſe was huſh'd ;— There pale he view d 
A knight juſt {lain, and weltering i in his blood. 
His name I ſhall reveal—though now to ſeek 
The eaſtern clime, no more of France I ſpeak: 30 
The Paladin Aſtolpho let us find, 
Who to the weſt his ſpeedy courſe defign d: 
We ſaw him laſt, amid'ſt th' inhuman band 
Of W arlike females, clear the hoſtile land; f 
wW hile his pale friends their ready canvas prend, 35 
And from the ſhore diſgrac'd and trembling fled. 
Now hear his tale The knight thoſe realms forſook, 
And to Armenia next his journey took. 
Some days claps'd, he haſten'd to ſurvey . 
N atolia, then to Bruſia held his way; e 40 
Till courſing on beyond the midland tide, | 
He enter'd Thrace; EY Danube's dent ſide 


— 


# *** 


— * _ , CSR A 


Ver. 29, His name 1 2 — See Book xxiii. yer. 281. | 
: +" 3. His 
. 
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And now, beyond the pilot's wiſhes, grows 
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His rapid progreſs through Hungaria held: 
Then, as if wings his courſer's ſpeed impell'd, 
He palſs'd Moravia and Bohemia's land, 45 


And where the Rhine 0 'erflows Franconia' s ſtrand, 


To Aquiſgrana, and to Arden's wood, 


lle came; © Brabant next his way purſu'd; 


At Flanders then embark'd, where friendly gun 


So fill'd the freighted veſſel's flying fails, 50 


Ere long Aſtolpho reach'd fair England's ſhore, 


And gain'd the welcome port at noontide hour. 


He preſs d his ſteed, and, urging all his haſte, 


To London came ere eve her ſhadows caſt; 


There heard that manya monthits courſe had run, 55 
Since aged Otho lay in Paris“ town: 
That many a baron, by example led, 

Had left the land his glorious ſteps to tread. 
- He ſtrait reſolv d to Gallia to reſort, 


And turn'd again to Thames's crowded port. 60 


With hoiſted ſail he iſſues on the tide, 


And bids the crew their prow to Calais guide. 


A gale, that gently ſeems at firſt to [weep 


The veſſel's deck, and ſcarcely « curl the deep, 


At length, by flow degrees, increaſing blows, 65 
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So near a ſtorm, as claim'd his ſkilful care, 


The conflict of the daſhing waves to bear. 


$ High o'er the furrow'd ſea, before the wind, 


The bark 1s driven, and quits her courſe defign'd: 70 
Now on the right, and now the eff ſhe rides; 
As here, or there, malicinus Fortune guides. 

Near Roan, at length, ſhe anchor'd on the ſtrand: 
Aſtolpho, when he touch'd the welcome land, 
On Rabicano's back the ſaddle plac' d; 75 
His limbs the mail, his ſide the falchion grac'd; 
| He graſp'd his fearful horn, a ſurer aid 


| Than marſhall'd bands in glittering arms array'd. 


Now paſſing through a wood, he reach d a hill 
Whoſe foot was moiſten'd by a cryſtal ril; 80 
What time the flocks to crop the mead forbear, 
And to the fold or mountain cave repair. 

With burning heat, with 3 thirſt diſtreſs'd, 
© The helmunlac'd, whoſe weight his brows oppreſs'd. - 
| Amid the brakes his fiery ſteed he wdg 85 


| Then to the ſtream, for cooling draughts, apply d 


His eager lips; but e'er his lips eſſay d 
The moiſtening liquid, from the neighbouring ſhade 
A ruſtic ſtarting ſwift, his courſer took, 
Leapt on his back, and turn'd him from the brook. 90 55 
0 Apo, 
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In laſting durance many a baron bold. 
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Aſtolpho, rouzing at the noiſe, perceives 


TW inſulting outrage, and the fountain leaves. 
| Reſentment now the place of thirſt ſupplies, 


And ſwift he follows as the caitiff flies. 


The caitiff led him on in doubttul chace, ' 95 


Now check'd, and now impell d his courſer's Pace. 


At length (purſuing one, and one purſuit) 
They left the foreſt, and the palace view'd, 


Where magic ſpells, without a priſon, hold | 
5 100 
The ruſtic to the palace drives the ſteed, 


Light as the wind, and like the wind in feed. 
Aſtolpho, in his plated arms confin'd, 
With heavy ſhield encumber'd, lags behind: 


Ws | ill now arriving, he beholds no more 1 105 


The hind and courſer he purſu'd before. 


He phes his feet within the palace wall, 
: Explores i in Vain each gallery, room, and hall: 
lle knows not where the traitor has conceal d 
His Rabicano, that in courſe excelbd 110 
The fleeteſt beaſt: at length his better thought -: 
Suggeſts, that all by magic art was wrought. 


8 
— 


Ver. 100. —laſting durance—] The ſtory of this palace 1s con- 


tinued from Book xii. where it is fully deſcribed, yer. 54. and ſeq. - 


He 
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He calls to mind the book that to his hand 
Sage Logiſtilla gave in India's land, 
Which ever near he kept with heedful care, 115 
A certain guide in every magic ſnare. e 
There full deſcrib'd was all the coſtly pile, 
Fach ſtrange enchantment, and each ſecret guile; 
What means the foul magician's arts would quell, 
| And free his priſoners from the potent ſpell. 120 
Beneath the threſhold plac'd, a demon rais'd . 
The various wonders that the ſenſe amaz d. 
The itone remov'd, where cloſe the ſpirit lay, __ 
Ihe palace walls would melt in ſmoke away. 
Thus ſaid the book; and eager to purſue 4 125 
The great adventure open'd to his view, 
The Paladin advanc'd, with fearleſs pace, 
lo lift the ponderous are from its baſe. 
F Soon as Atlantes ſaw his hands Prepar d 
E To ſet at large the caſtle's fatal guard, 130 
Fearful of what might chance, his reſtleſs mind 
Againſt the champion other wiles defign' ds: 
By magic art, he gives the gentle knight 
A different ſhape to each beholder's fight: 
| By this, a hind; by this, a giant ſeen: © 135 
y that, a warrior of ill-favour'd mien; 5 
e While 


| 
4 
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While each! in him th ;Nufive 3 image view'd, 


For which he late Atlantes' ſteps purſu'd. 


Impatient to Widder their honours ſtain'd, 


All turn'd on him—a fierce determin'd band! 140 
Rogero, Bradamant, Gradaſſo there, 


Iroldo, Brandimart i in arms, prepare, 
With brave Praſildo, by the ſpell miſled, 


To wreak their vengeance on Aſtolpho s head: 
But, mindful of his horn, he ſoon depreſs'd, 145 
With chilling terror, every haughty creſt. 

In happy time the fear-diſpenſing breath 


Preſery'd the Paladin from inſtant death. 


Soon as his lips have touch' d the narrow vent, 


And wide around the deafening clangor ſent, 150 


Like trembling doves, when een the breaking 
ſkies 


| Reſounds the gun, each knight affighted flies: 
Not leſs th enchanter old * the noiſe receives; 

5 Not leſs amaz'd the wondrous dome he leaves, 
To diſtance flies, heart-ſtruck with deep diſmay, 155 

Till, dying off, the dreadful ſounds decay! 


tm. 
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Ver. 153. 777 enchanter old—}] Nene more is heard | of bim 
; till the xxxvith Book, ver. 46. 


3 The 
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The keeper * and his priſoners quat the walls; 
And numerous ſteeds with theſe forſake their ſtalls, 
That, not by halters, nor by reins confin'd, 

4 Through various paths their abſent maſters join'd. 
While thus the knight his fearful muſic play'd, 161 
Nor cat, nor mouſe, within the dwelling ſtay'd; 
Ev'n Rabican had fled, but with his hand, . 
Aſtolpho, as he paſs'd, the ſteed detain d. 
7 And now th' intrepid duke (the ſorc'rer gone) 165 
| From off the threſhold heav'd a weighty ſtone. 

| An image there he found, with many a ſpell 

Of hidden force, that boots not here to tell. 

Eager to quell the charm, with frequent ſtroke, 
Whate'er he found, the knight! in pieces broke; 170 

| b F, or ſo the book (his ſure inſtructor) now d; 
And all the palace vaniſh'd in a cloud! 

Held by a chain of beaten gold, he view'd _ 
Where good Rogero's winged courſer ſtood ; 


* * — 5 FP - 2 an _ 


1 P ATLANTES. | 
mn Ver. 161. en bi fearful muſic 2 play 1 
® ] Such paſſages as theſe, 
that are certainly ludicrous and familiar, and very different from the 
genius of Epic writing, will not admit of any elevation of language, 
and yet ought ſarely to be preſerved, if a tranſlation means to exhibit 
to an Engliſh reader the features of his author. | 


Nor cat, nor mouſe, &c. 


That 
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That winged courſer which the wizard * Moor 17 


Had ſent to bear him to Alcina's ſhore. 
For which had Logiſtilla deign'd to frame 


The reins and bit, with which to France ke came; 


And, borne from diſtant Ind to England's ſtrand, 


Had hover'd o er vaſt tracts of ſeas and land. 180 


0 


I know not if your mem'ry ſtill retains, 


How to the tree that day the griffin's reins 

Rogero left, when, bright in naked charms, 
Albracca's princeſs f vaniſh'd from his arms, 

And left him whelm'd in ſname — with rapid ſpeed 183 


Back to his lerd return'd the faithful ſteed, 


Wonderous to ſee! and tabled ne tema d, 


Till the ſtrong ſpell no more its power retain d. J 


No chance than this could yield lincerer j Joy 


To good Aſtolpho, who reſoly” d t employ 190 


Th occaſion given new regions to explore, 


Oceans and realms by him unſeen before. 


He prov'd how well the matchleſs ſteed could bear 


The flying rider, when through fields of air 


He late eſcap'd from India's fatal lands, 1 
Freed by Meliſſa from her cruel hands, 5 


— 
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Who, with infernal arts, his ümbs eſtrang' d 
From human form, and to a myrtle chang'd. 


He ſaw, how Logiſtilla, to reſtrain 


The docile beaſt, had fix d the curbing rein; 200 


And mark” d the counſel which the prudent dame 


Rogero gave, his furious courſe to tame. 


The ready ſaddle on the ſteed he brac'd, 
Then in his mouth the bit and reins he plac'd, 


As ſuited beſt; for choice of bridles there 205 
He found, which many a ſteed was wont to wear. 


The thought of Rabicano yet detain'd 


The knight, and yet awhile his flight reſtrain” * 


W. ell had he cauſe to hold the courſer dear; 


None better in the liſt with reſted ſpear 210 


Could run at tilt: with him at Gallia's land 
He travell'd ſafe from Egypt' $ burning ſand, 
Debating long, Aſtolpho now decreed, 
With ſome well-choſen friend t' entruſt the ſteed, 
Rather than leave him an invalu'd prey, 215 
For him whom Fortune led to paſs the way. 
His purpoſe fixd, with looks intent he ſtood, 
To mark if hind or huntſman croſs'd the wood, 


Who to ſome neighbouring town might lead behind 


| Good Rabicano, to his charge conſign d. 220 
Al 
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All day he ſtay'd, he ſtay'd till roſeate morn 


Had made, in eaſtern ſkies, her wiſh'd return, 

When, ſcarce the ſhadows chac'd by miſty light, 
He ſaw, or ſeem'd to ſee, a wand ring knight. 
But, ere I ſpeak the reſt, I firſt ſhall tel], 223 


What to the noble Bradamant befel, 

With brave Rogero, when (diſpell'd their fear) 

No more the clangor of the horn they hear. 
The lovers ſaw, what, ne'er till then reveal d, 


Atlantes long from either had conceal'd : 238 
5 Such miſts of darkneſs o'er their ſight he drew, 

That neither, till that hour, the other knew. 
| | On Bradamant Rogero fix'd his eyes; 

| She on Rogero gaz'd with like ſurprize. 

Now round her waiſt his eager arms he throws, 233 
Her bluſhes kindling like the maiden roſe, 5 
While from her lips each balmy ſweet he proves, 
The bloſſoms of his firſt auſpicious loves! 


A thouſand times th' enraptur'd lovers meet 


In fond embrace; a thouſand times repeat — 240 
Their mutual vows, while ſcarce their breaſts contain 


The joy tout throbe in eee ver. 


— 


2 9 — 2 


ver. 225. B. ere 7 freak is r A] The poet returns to 
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| Yet much they ſorrow'd, that by magic ſlight, 
3 They liv'd ſo long eſtrang'd from either's ſight, 
And loſt ſo many days of dear delight. 245 


While Bradamant ſuch favour'd grace beſtows, 


| As the chaſte maid to chaſte affection owes, 
She tells Rogero, would he hope to prove 
Ihe laſt dear bleſſings of connubial love, 
; Ile from her father Amon (ere the bands 250 
Of ſacred Hymen Join their plighted hands) 
3 Muſt gain conſent, and in the hallow'd wave 


; With Chriſtian rites his Pagan errors lave. 


Rogero, for his deareſt miſtreſs' ſake, 


. N ot only yields a Chriſtian? s name to take, 255 | 
I : Which once his father and his uncle bore, 
. Which all his anceſtors profeſs'd before: 

3 But vows, for her, i in every chance to give 


| * The remnant years Heaven doom'd him yet to | 


live. 


Z Behold me ſworn (he cries) at thy defire, 260 


= To plunge i in water, or to plunge i in fire. 


Then firſt to be baptiz'd, and next to wed, 


3 Roger follow'd as the virgin led: 


_ Tow'rds 


— ———  __— — 


on ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXII. 


That to an ancient abbey gave the name, 265 
- Wealthy and fair, in hallow'd rituals bleſt, 


| And courteous to receive the ſtranger gueſt. 
| They chanc'd to meet, whoſe looks her grief be- 


Rogero prompt to feel for each diſtreſs, Sy 270 

| But chief thoſe ſorrows which the fair oppreſs; | 
With pity touch'd the tender mourner view'd, 
(Whoſe trickling tears her bloomy cheeks bedew' d) 
And, greeting mild, beſought the cauſe to know, 
That o'er her features drew the clouds of woe. 275 

— He i ſpoke; when, lifting up her humid eyes, 


; Why o'er my face theſe drops of anguiſh ſpread: : 
I mourn a youth, who, ere the day is paſt, 280 


Muſt in a neighbouring caſtle breathe his laſt 


who, forſaking the world, led a ſolitary life in a part of the Appe- | 
nines W Vall ombroſa (hady rale), a and built a church there. 


Tow” as Vallombroſa led the martial dame, 


Now iſſuing from the wood a gentle maid 


tray d. 


To ſpeak her grief, ſhe ſweetly thus replies. 35 
Ah! noble knight! thou ſoon ſhalt learn (che ſaid] 


* 


. 4 ne AD 7 — . ** 3 * — a WT 


ver. 264. To Yallombroſa—] The religious order of Vallom- 
broſa had its beginning from one Giovanni Gualberto, a Florentine. 


Foxxakt. 


e 


B. XXII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. " 
He lov'd the faireſt of the female train, 

Whoſe fire, Marſilius, holds the rule of Spain. 
Cloth'd in a female garb, with ſoft diſguiſe, 


His well-feign'd voice and downcaſt baſhful eyes 285 


Bely'd his ſex—— their loves awhile conceal'd, 


3 At length ill chance to ſtrangers ears reveal'd: 9 
Each tells his fellow, till at length they bring 

| (Tale following tale) the tidings to the king. 5 
Laſt night a guard from ſtern Marſilius came, 290 


4 To ſeize 3 in bed the lover and the dame: 


Thence were they hurried by the king's command, 


| And in the caſtle walls apart detain' d; 

I | And, ah! ! 1 fear ere this day” 8 ſad decline, 
3 The youth ; in torment muſt his life reſign. 293 
3 And now, to ſhun the dreadful ſight I fly : 0 
4 Alive they ſentence him by fire to die. 

3 Can e'er my ſoul again ſuch ſorrows know, 
3 T hat every future bliſs will change to woe, _ 
. Oft as I call to mind the cruel flame 300 


g That prey'd relentleſs on his beauteous frame? 


While Bradamant attends the mournful tale, 5 


3 She feels the {ympathy of griet aſſail 

3 Her tender breaſt; nor leſs ſhe ſeem'd to feel, 
* Than if ſhe trembled for a brother' ; weal. 2305 
vor. UL, 8 Then. 
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Then, turning to Rogero, thus ſhe cry'd : 

For this unhappy let our force be try'd. | 

The damſel next ſhe ſooth' d—Compoſe thy grief 

Truſt in our arms to bring unhop'd relief. 

Lead to yon wall and ſhould he yet ſurvive, 310 

No earthly power ſhall him of life deprive. 

No leſs Rogero, than the warlike maid, 

With ardour burns to give the wretched aid. 
Then to the dame, from whoſe griefſwelling eyes 
A torrent fireams—Why this delay ? (he cries) $15 

1 Not tears avail in this diſaſtrous ſtate, 

Conduct us inſtant to the ſcene of fate; 

And here I vow to free him from his foes, == 

W ſwords and ſpears, by thouſands AY 

oppoſe : 

But hence nor thus i in fruitleſs converſe ſtay, 3 20 

Tilly yonder flames ſhall mock. our long delay. : 

Thus he: The preſence of the warlike pair, 

Whoſe mien and words their dauntleſs ſouls declare, 

Fair hope rekindles i in the virgin's breaſt, | 

So late with ſorrow and with fear oppreſt; . 

Yet, pondering now ſhe ſtood which path to tread, f 

Of two that tow rds the deſtin'd caſtle led. ; 

' Shou 
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N Should we (ſhe cry'd) the readieſt track purſue, 
© That open lies extended to the view, 


E [truſt in time our ſuccour might we give, 330 


Ere yet the pile the deadly flame receive ; 

1 But ſince compell'd to take the winding way 
\ Heavy and rough, [ fear the cloſing day 

1 To end our travel ſcarcely will ſuffice; 


And, ere we reach the place, the victim dies. | 335 


But wherefore muſt we ſhun (Rogero cry'd) 
The neareſt path And thus the maid reply d. 
Athwart our way a ſtately caſtle ſtands, 
23 Which Pinabello, Pontier's carl, commands; 1 
b \ho, ſcarce three days elaps'd, has fram'd a law 940 
l That knights and damſels holds i in cruel awe: 
4 le, worlt of men, with! every vice is ſtor d, 
1 don of Anſelmo, Altariva' s lord; 
From whoſe ill-omen'd gate no eight: nor dame 


2 Neparts unſtay'd, and 'ſcapes untouch'd with ſhame. 


Lach thence muſt fare on foot: the warrior leaves 346 


lis ſhining arms; the dame her veſture gives. 


i No braver knights, through all the realms of France, 


1 | Now hold, or many a year have held, the lance, 


T han four, that rank'd in Pinabello' 8 train, e 


1 3 laye ſworn his lawleſs cuſtom to maintain. 


112 8 Hear 


The haughty fair one, left on foot, and dreſs'd | 


I every evil Pinabello j Join a}. 
| Declar'd no night nor day could reſt afford, 

N 0 future hour behold her peace reſtor'd, 
Unleſs a thouſand dames and warriors foil d, 370 


She view'd unhors' d, of veſt and arms deſpoird. 


Four noble knights, the firſt in martial fame; 
Theſe knights, with whom but few i in arms could vie, 


| Return? 9 fro om realms bencath a diſtant mo 375 
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Hear w hence it roſe and mark the law unjuſt 


On noble minds t' impoſe ſuch impious truſt: 


In marriage band is Pinabello join'd 


To one, the ſcandal of the female kind, 353 


Whom late, as with her lord ſhe chanc' d to ride, 


A champion met that brought to ſhame her pride. 


Behind the champion, on his ſteed, was borne 

An aged crone, whom with inſulting ſcorn | 
Th injurious earl addreſs'd: the ſtranger. knight 360 
With Pinabello wag'd th' unequal fight. 


Him, ſtrong 1 in pride, but weak in arms, he ſtruck 


Headlong to carth ; then from her palfrey took 


Tue ancient beldame 1 in her youthful veſt. 365 


The dame diſmounted (whom with rancorous mind 


11 chanc' d that day to Pinabello came 


— 


— —ä— - — 


Ver. 36 oO. —the fe ere See Book xx. ver. $07. 
4 = 7 Young 


It 


Young Sanſonetto ; Guido, Savage nam'd; 
Gryphon and Aquilant, the brethren fam d. 


E Theſe Pinabello at his gate receives 
With ſemblance fair, and courteous welcome gives. 


At night, when ſleep has lull'd each ſenſe to peace, 


He binds the four, nor will their bonds releaſe, 381 


Till all conſenting, as his laws preſcribe, 


1 A year and day to dwell amidſt his tribe, 


Shall ſwear from knights their ſteeds and arms to 


wr eſt, 


q And Cath: the damſels take dick ficeds and veſt. 385 
Io this compell d, with heavy hearts they ſwore 
And not a champion, to this fatal hour, 


E Has yet been found their vigour to ſuſtain; 


Who preſs' d not, at his length, the fearful plain. 


Full many a champion there his fall receives, 390 


4 And, ſtript of arms, on foot the caſtle leaves. 


Tis fix'd, that he who firſt with ſingle force, 
Shall paſs the bridge, alone muſt run the courſe: 
But ſhould ſuch lance againſt the ſtranger fail, 


© The reſt united muſt his ſtrength afſail. | 395 
4 Reflect, if each can boaſt ſuch nerve in fight, 
A What three muſt prove, when three their ſpears - 


Unite, - 


——— 


ver 376. Tang fn See Book xx. ver. SY 9. 
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Ini fuits it us, whoſe haſte forbids our ſtay, 


In ſuch a ſtrife to hazard new delay. 


For grant, that here your arms attain ſucceſs, 406 


As ſure your warlike looks proclaim no leſs, | 


Yet much I fear, ere evening ſhades ariſe, 


The youth, for whom I weep, unaided dies. 


Rogero then— — is ours, with ready zeal, 


” What honour bids, undaunted to fulfil ; 403 
The reſt let Heaven direct, or Fortune guide, 
5 What pow'rs ſoe'er in theſe events preſide. 


To thee the ſequel of the jouſts may ſhow 


How far our aid protection can beſtow 
On him, who, (as thou ſay'ſt) 1 in youthful prime, 410 


. Is doom'd to death for ſuch a venial crime. 


Thus he. No more reply'd the gentle maid, 


But through the neareſt way the pair convey 'd: 

Not paſt three miles their j journey they purſu'd, 
| When now the caſtle's bridge and gates they veiw'd, 
Where arms and veſts are left, where valu'd life 416 
5 Is put to hazard in the dangerous ſtrife. 


The ready warder, on the ramparts plac 'd, 


8 Twice rung the warning when, behold ! in haſte, 


, On a low ſteed an ancient fire appear 8 420 


And, as he came, his voice before Was heard. 


| Hold 


With four ſuch warriors ſafe to ſtand oppos d. 


Theſe kind of laws occur perpetually in the old romances, and 


ines in the ſpeech of Achilles to the ambaſſadors 1 in the 13th Thad. 
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Hold, ſtrangers, hold! (he thus began to ſay) 
{ere ſtop, and here the fine exacted pay! 


If yet you know not—let me now reveal 


Our law—and then he ſought their law to tell, 425 


And next t' enforce, with accents ſage and grave, 


That counſel, which to every knight he gave. 
Von lady of her veſt, my ſons, bereave; 


| And you (he cry'd) your arms and courſers leave: 


Nor think, by dreadful perils here enclos J. 430 


Arms, veſts, and courſers we with eaſe obtain, 


But life, once loſt, what proweſs can n regain? 


Ver. 228 Yon lady if her _ my ſons, bereave ; 
And you (he cry'd) your arms aud courſers Have 7 


ſereral ſuch are to be found in Spenſer, particularly one, whereby 
knights and ladies pay: toll of their beards and hair, | 


Ver 432. Arms, veſts, and courſers, "TR ND Not alle theſe : 


: Loft Herde and 8 we by arms regain, 
And ſteeds unrivall d bf the duſty plain, Pos. 
But from our lips the vital ſpirit fled, | | 
Returns 1 no more to wake the ſilent dead. 


Tore, ver. 528. 


H 4 e Rogero 
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Rogero cut him ſhort—Forbear to ſhow, 

In fruitleſs prelude, what prepar'd we know. 435 

No more—l come to prove, if what my will 

Aſpires to act, my actions can fulfil. 

| Arms, ſteed, and veſt, I ne'er to others yield 

For empty threatenings i in an untry'd field ; 


| And well [ truſt, for ſoundin g words alone, 440 


My partner never will reſign his own. 
But give me to behold them face to face, 
Whoſe ſtrength muſt purchaſe, to my foul diſgrace, 


My arms and ſteed—0' er vonder hill we haſte, 


N or longer here the precious hours can waſte. 445 


To whom the fire—Lo! iſſuing to the plain 
; One warrior comes—nor were his words in vain. 
High « on the bridge appear 'd the noble knight, 


In crimſon ſurcoat deck'd with flowers of white, 


N Now Bradamant Rogero ſu'd to truſt. 4100 


With her the firſt fair honours of the jouſt, 
From his high ſeat to hurl the knight, who wore 
The mantled red, with flowers embroider'd o'er. 


In vain ſhe ſu'd, Rogero this deny” d: 


Conſtrain' d to yield, ſhe ſilent ſtood beſide 455 


Io view che courſe, while on himſelf her knight 
Took all the hazards of the dubious fight. 


| Rogero 


1 
E 
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| | Rogero then enquir'd the warrior's name, 

Who foremoſt from the caſtle's portal came. 8 
is Sanſonetto (thus the fire reply d; 460 
. know th' embroider'd ſcarf with crimſon dy'd. 
| Now Pinabello iſſu'd from the gate, 


And round their lord his thronging menials wait, 


All well prepar'd of arms and ſteeds to ſ ſpoil - 
The hapleſs knights that fell within the toil. 465 
© Swift to the courſe each hardy champion preſs'd, . 
1 And firmly held his ponderous ſpear 1 in reſt, 
| Huge, knotty, long, i In native foreſts bred, 
1 The tough aſh ending in a ſteely head. . 
ö Of theſe full ten had Sanſonetto brought, 0 
From neighbouring woods—of theſe in lances : 
A wrought 
He fix d on two; in brave Rogero $ hand. 
4 The one he plac'd, and one himſelf retain d. 
| Now here, now there, impatient of delay, 


Each ſilent wheels his ſteed a different way: 475 


I Then turning ſwift, with levell'd ſpears, they meet, 
© The field wide-ſhaking to their courſers' feet, 
Againſt their ſhields unerring aim they took: 
Rogers 8 ſhield recei d, unhurt, the ſtroke: | 
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Atlantes' buckler, whoſe enchanted light 480 
With powerful ſplendor clos'd the gazer's ſight, 
Which till, unleſs by dangers great aſſail'd, 

The knight beneath a filken covering veil'd. 
Not ſo the adverſe ſhield, whoſe mortal mold 


Could not againſt the furious tourney hold. 05 
— Wd with a thunder-bolt the ſpear impell' d, 
5 Reach'd the ſtunn ' d arm that ſcarce the buckler 


held, 


And Sanſonetto, with a grievous wound 


198 Forc'd from his ſeat, ſell proſtrate on the ground. 


The firſt was he, of all the ſocial train 490 
Compell d this ruffian uſage to maintain, Eh 
That yet had fail'd : a ſtranger to deſpoil, 

Or from his ſeat diſmounted, preſt the ſoil: 


Who laughs to- day, ſome future day may mourn, ” 
And find to frowns the ſmiles of Fortune turn. 495 


Again the warder rings th alarm, and calls 
Abe remnant three to quit the caſtle-walls. 
5 Meantime it chanc d, that Pinabello came 


To noble Bradamant, and ſought the name 


5 Of him whoſe valour thus! in arms excell d. 500 


Who thus the champion of his caſtle era. 
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Eterna 
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Pternal Heaven to give his crimes the meed 

They well deſerv'd, conducts him on the ſteed 
Which, ſcarce eight wonths elaps' d, the wretch be- 


fore 


Aa From Bradamant, by murderous wine bore: 505 


© When, if your mem'ry ſtil the tale recall, 

7 In Merlin' $ tomb he let the virgin fall; 

What time the ſhatter'd pole receiy'd her weight, 
And Heaven reſerv'd her for a happier fate. 


The generous heroine with a nearer view 510 


Her cour ſer ſaw, and ſoon the traitor knew; 

His well-known voice recall'd, his every look 
Intent ſhe mark” d, and to herſelf ſhe ſpoke. 

ZE Lo! this i is he, who once my death deſign- d; ; 

: | - Now hither brought his due reward to find. 515 


| 8 At once ſhe threatens—to the ſ word applies 


= Her « eager hand, and on the caitiff flies. 


3 Between his caſtle and the recreant knight 
She cuts off all retreat, nor can his flight 


Avail to reach the gate; as to his den 520 - 


The fox retires beſet my dogs and men. 


; Defenceleſs, pale, before the martial maid, 


He ſeeks, with coward eries the woodland ſhade: 
vw ith 
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With trembling heart he ſpurs his rapid ſteed, 
And hopes alone for ſafety from his ſpeed. — 325 
The Dordon dame purſues, with all the zeal 
Of juſt revenge, and whirls her fatal ſteel, 

Now at his fide or boſom aims the wound : 

The tumult echoes, and the woods reſound. 

But at the caſtle Pinabello screw, : 530 
Nor heard his clamours, nor his danger knew: 
There every eye was fix d, there every ſenſe 
Rogero' s conflict held in deep ſuſpenſe. 
And now the three remaining champions c came 
From forth the fort ; with theſe the vengeful dame 

Who fram'd the baſe device, while every knight 536 

Bluſh? d with a ſingle foe to wage the fight; 
And rather wiſh' d to die, i in fame unſtain' d, 

Than meet a conqueſt ſo ignobly gain'd. 

But ſhe, who firſt th uncqual jouſt deſign d, — 340 
enforce th' obſervance, bade them call to mind 
Howe cach had ſxx orn, by every ſolemn tie, 

For her revenge their ſtrength combin d to try. 
But if my ſingle weapon can ſuffice, ES oi 
=P unhorſe yon' warrior (Savage Guido cries) 545 

5 Thus ſhall ! jouſt be mine the ſingle ſtrife, 8 
And if I fall-—exac t my forfeit life, : a 

GR, „ tb BO: Gryphon 
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Gryphon and Aquilant alike demand 

To meet the {tran ger ingly, hand to hand. 

To theſe th imperious dame — Why thus delay 550 

In vain debate the bus'neſs of the day? 

$ [ brought you here yon champion” s arms to take, 

Not other compatts, other laws to make. 

I Why urge not pleas like this, ere yet ye ſwore 

I obſerve my will, when firſt within 1 my power; 555 

| Not when th” occaſion calls you to maintain 

3 Your promiſe given, nor make that promiſe vain? - 

Thus they—Behold (Rogero eager cries). 

The knights and dame Gif {till you ſeek the prize 

Of armour, ſteed, or veſt, why this delay 560 

10 ſeize with valour's arms the offer'd prey? 

I The matron there impels each tardy Knight, 

I Here ſtorms Rogero, and demands the fight. 

i ill forc'd at length, though fir d with generous rage, 
Al ruſh at once the ſtranger to engage. 565 

1 "rſt rode the brother- chiefs, whoſe lineal name 

3 From the high Marquis of Burgundia came; 

| F Then mounted on a ſeed of heavier pace, 

q Behind them Guido Savage held his place. 

N Rogero, with the ſpear to combat drew, 770 


I. 1C ſpear that Sanſonetto late 0 erthrew : i 8 
_ His 
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His valiant arm the fated buckler bore, 
Which in Pyrene's hills Atlantes wore ; 
Th' enchanted buckler, whoſe reſiſtleſs light 


At greateſt need preſerv'd the noble knight: 575 


Vet only thrice the wondrous aid he try'd: 
"And only thrice the ſhield its aid ſupply'd: 
T wice, when the joys of ſhameful life he fled 
For ſeats, where virtue every bleſſing ſhed; 


The laſt, when in the billowy main he left 580 


The raging orc, of precious food bereft. 
Save theſe alone, in every chance beſide, 
A veil was wont the dazzling orb to hide; 


: At eaſe remov'd, whene' er the dangerous hour 


Requir d the help of more than mortal power. 585 


W ell-fenc'd by this, he ruſh” d with warlike heat 


. gainſt the three that came his force to meet: 


Not more he fear d each warrior' 8 threat ning ſpear, 


Than boldeſt hearts the weakeſt infants fear. 


At Gryphon now Rogero aim'd the thruſt 590 


Above the buckler's verge, the furious jouſt 
i His helm confeſs? d; on either hand he reel'd, 
Till, : fling from his ficed, he e preſs'd the feld. 


ver. pet „ Joys 2 — 5 if he fed 
F or r ſeats where hogs &c.] See Book vii. and x. 


Againk | 
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Againſt Rogero' 8 buckler Gryphon ſent 


| Tue ſpear, that erring from the knight's intent, 595 


Struck on th impaſſive orb with fruitleſs ſound, 
: And, hiſſing, glanc' d acroſs the poliſh'd round; 
he veil it rent, and freed the magic rays: 


E Advancing Aquilant receiv'd the blaze; 


| On Guido Savage next, who came the laſt, 600 


The wondrous targe its beamy ſplendor caſt. 
Il fe|—but little yet Rogero knew 
The finiſh'd jouſt, and ſwift his falchion drew 


Then wheel'd his fied, when on the ground be 


: View d | 
His proftrate foes with little force ſubdu'd; ; 605 
Knights, ſquires, and each that iſſu'd to the plain, 


YZ The numerous ſoot, and all the female train. 


Alike he ſaw, as if in battle dead. 


Prone on the field each warrior courſer ſpread : 


Till, caſting down a caſual glance, he ipy'd 610) 


From his left arm, dependent at his ſide, 

4 The veil chat ſtill was wont the light to hide. 4 
Y Sudden he turn'd, and ſought with anxious care 
His boſom” s beſt belov'd, the martial fair, 


Her whom he left, where, plac'd apart, ſhe ſtood 615 


To mark the tilt begun; but when he view 'd 


The 
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The fair no more, he deem'd her courſe was bent 
To free the lover, and his fate prevent, 
Who, while ſhe ſtay'd to' attend the caſtle's ſtrife, 
| She fear'd in flames would Joſe his . life, 620 
Among the reſt he ſees the gentle maid, 
Their fair conductreſs deep! in ſlumber laid: 
Her in his arms he rais'd, and plac'd before 
High on his ſteed, the penſive warrior bore: 62; 
| Her ſcarf he took, and wrapt with this, conceal'd - 


The buckler' s blaze; the blaze no more reveal d, 


The virgin ſoon her heavy eyes unſeal'd: 
Rogero' $ features fluſh'd with roſy ſhame, 


His down-caſt looks his ſecret thoughts proclaim; 


He fears that all his former deeds are ſtain' d 630 


By ſuch a conqueſt lo ignobly g gain d. 


Where ſhall I turn? (he cries) How cleanſe away 


The infamy of this ill- omen'd day? 
The triumph here atchiey' d each tongue thall tell, 
Not due to valour, but to magic ſpell. 635 


Thus he: with generous wrath his boſom glow'd; 


When, what he ſought, ſpontaneous chance beſtow'd. 


Far in a wood 5 ſurrounding gloom he found 
A cryſtal well, that ſunk beneath the ground: 


_ Hither, | 
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[ Iither, when fated herds their food forſake, 640 


Oppreſs'd with heat they came their thirſt to ſlake. 
Rogero then—No more ſhall ſcorn or blame, 


4 From thee, O ſhield! ariſe to taint my name : 


No longer mine -l here ſuch arms forego, 


Nor more to thee will ſhameful ſuccour owe. 645 


] | Thus he; and ſwift ali ghting as he ſpoke, 
E With generous wrath a craggy ſtone he took; 


| And to the well confi gn 'd—Lie there (he cry 'd) 
And with thee there my foul diſhonour hide. 650 
Deep was the well, and high the waters ſwell'd: 


To this the buckler, well ſecur'd, he ty'd, | . 
1 
| 


3 Ponderous the lone, and ponderous was the ſhield: 


| Atonce it ſunk, a bed the bottom gave, 


= And ſudden o'er it clos'd the limpid wave. 654 
= Soon Fame divulg'd the deed, with trumpet 8 ſound, 5 
E Through France, through Spain, through 9 Þ re · 


gion round; 


From tongue to tongue it ſpread, and many a train 


I Ot noble knights aſpir'd the prize to gain. 
4 In vain they ſought the foreſt, where, conceal d 


From human fight, remain'd the precious ſhield: 660 


The dame who blaz' d the tale, refus' d to tell 


I W hat ſecret wood contain'd the fatal well. 


Vor. III. When 
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When brave Rogero from the caſtle paſs'd, 
Where, with ſuch little ſtrife, to earth he caſt 
The knights of Pinabello's guard, and left 66: 
The valiant four of ſtrength and ſenſe berett : 
The! light remov'd, each eye unclos'd appear'd: 
Each from the ground his limbs aſtoniſh' d rear Qt 
All day they commun d of the wondrous ſhield, 
That every ſight in in magic lumber ſeal'd. 670 
W hile ſuch diſcourſe they held, the news arriv d 
Of Pinabello, lara of life depriv'd 

Of Pinabello flain were tidings beg 


13 
3 


3 
_ 


But yet unknown what hand the deed had wrought 
Deep! in a vale, with gloomy „ o0dẽ conlin'd, 675 
The martial dame the recreant warrior join d; 
Where, in his panting breaſt and bleeding lide, 
A hundred times the vengeful blade ſhe dy'd, 
And from her ſeat the hateful ſpirit chac'd, 


f \d 
—_ 


| W hoſe i impious deeds had all the land diſgrac d. 680 
Then with that ſeed, which late with guileful art 


The traitor took, ſhe haſten' d to depart 


NNN—2— _ — — . — — — — —— — —— 


Ver. 67 z. When brave Rogero, e.) He reſumes the los of 
| Rogero, Book xxx. ver. 28. 
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And join her knight, but now explor di in vain. 


Her former way, and rov'd o er hill and plain 
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With travel long, while Fortune yet deny'd 685 
1 o lov'd Rogero' $ fight her courſe to guide. 

But he that hears my tale with grateful ear, 
\Juſt to th' enſuing b book the reſt defer. 


END OF THE TWEX * SECOND. BOOK. 
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"THE ARGUMENT. 


| Baapananrt, after the death of Pinabello, loſes herſelf in a wood; 
She is met by Aſtolpho, who, preparing to take his flight on the 


griffin horſe, entruſts her with the care of his horſe Rabicano. 
Bradamant meets her brother Alardo, and goes with him to 


Mount Albano, from which place ſhe ſends Hippalca, her maid, 
on a meſſage to Rogero, with his horſe Frontino, which is after. 
_ wards taken from her by Rodomont. Zerbino, travelling with 


Gabrina, finds the dead body of Pinabello: He is accuſed of the 


murder, and led to be put to death, The arrival of Orlando and 


i{abella, Meeting of the two lovers. Mandricardo overtakes 


Orlando: their battle. Orlando, parting from Zerbino and Iſa. 
bella, comes to the grotto where Angelica and Medoro uſed to 


meet. The manner in which he diſcovers the whole ſtory of their 


love; which diſcoyery ends in the total deprivation of his ſenſes, 
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F man to man his friendly ſuccour lends, 
Alt rarely proves but fair reward attends 
Each generous deed; at leaſt we thus enſure 


. Our tuture peace, and Heaven' 8 regard ſecure. 


or 


Who wrongs another, ſoon or late ſhall find. 5 
The puniſhment for evil deeds aflign' d. 
The proverb holds, that oft man's wandering train 


Fach other meet; but mountains fix'dr remain. 


ver. 7. The abc 2 ths if man's re diving fan: 
Each other meet 5 but mountains 2 d remain, 7. 1 : 
From the ancient proverb, Mons cum monte non m s. The 


= 
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55 


or ill turn, and find their Paniſnment or their reward. 


meaning of this rather uncouth paſſage is, that though mountains 
never meet, yet men, who are ever wandering from place to place, 
may unexpectedly meet with thoſe to whom they have done a good | 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


{8 BraDAmanT, after the death of Pinabello, loſes herſelf in a wood 
| She is met by Aſtolpho, who, preparing to take his flight on the 
| grifin-horſe, entruſts her with the care of his horſe Rabicano. 
5 . Bradamant meets her brother Alardo, and goes with him to 
1 Mount Albano, from which place ſhe ſends Hippalca, her maid, 
" | on a meſſage to Rogero, with his horſe Frontino, which is after. 
1 wWoards taken from her by Rodomont. Zerbino, travelling with 
Gabrina, finds the dead body of Pinabello: He is accuſed of the 
murder, and led to be put to death, The arrival of Orlando and 
| Iſabella, Meeting of the two lovers. Mandricardo overtakes 
Orlando: their battle. Orlando, parting from Zerbino and lf. 
bella, comes to the grotto where Angelica and Medoro uſed tc 
meet. The manner in which he diſcovers the whole ſtory of their 
loye; which diſcoyery ends in the total deprivation of his ſenſes, 
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ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


F man to man his friendly ſuccour lends, 


It rarely proves but fair reward attends 
Each generous deed; at leaſt we thus enſure 


Our future peace, and Heaven' 8 regard ſecure. 


Who wrongs another, ſoon or late ſhall find 5 8 


The puniſhment for evil deeds aſſign d. 
The proverb holds, that oft man 1 ls 


Each other meet; but mountains fix'd remain. 


Ver. 7. The proverb holds, that oft man's wandering * 
Each other meet; but mountains fix d remain. =_ 
From the ancient proverb, Mons cum monte non m iſcetur. The 


meaning of this rather uncouth paſſage is, that though mountains 
never meet, yet men, who are ever wandering from place to place, 
may une xpectedly meet with thoſe to whom they have done a good 


or ill turn, and find their puniſhment or their reward. 


1 4 Behold 
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Behold the fate on Pinabello brought 
In due return for all the ill he wrought, 16 


While gracious Gop (who ne'er beholds unmoy'd, 

| . With ſufferings undeſery'd. the guiltleſs prov'd) 

1 The virgin ſav'd; and ever ſaves the juſt, 

Who, preſs'd with ſorrows, place in him their truſt. 
When Pinabello deem'd the noble maid 15 


| His wretched victim, in the cavern d ſhade 


. 5 Alive entomb' d, he little fear'd to view. 
| 


1 Her vengeful arms his ruffian guile purſue ; 


i Where nought avail' d his near paternal ſeat, 


T avert the vengeance he was doom'd to meet. 20 WE 


Midſt ſavage mountains Altaripa ſtands, 
=D aſt by the confines of Pontieri' s lands; 


The hoary earl Anſelmo” O fair domain: ; 
Of him was born, of unpropitious ſtrain, 
| 155 The wretch, whom now to ſcape from Clarmont 5 
| | ſword, . 
No friends aſſiſt, no powers relief afford. 
Beneath a hill the generous dame aſſails 

His worthleſs life, and ſoon her arm prevails 

Againſt a foe, that no defence prepares, „ 
But heartleſs cries and unavailing prayers. 30 


The 
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The traitor ſlain, who once her death delign'd, 
She turn'd again her deareſt knight to find, 
£ Whom late ſhe left in ſtrife unequal join d. 
1 But envious Fortune through the dreary ſhade, 
E By winding paths her wandering ſteed apathy 35 
And to the woodland's s deep receſſes led, 

What time, at ſun-ſet, eve her ſhadows ſpread. 
Enknowing where th approaching night to paſs, 
She check her reins, and on the verdant graſs, f 
Beneath the covering trees, her limbs ſhe throws, 40 
To cheat the tedious hours with ſhort repoſe; 
Now watches Venus, Saturn, Mars, or Jove, | 
"ith every wandering ſtar that ſhines above: 
But from her lleeping ſenſe, or waking mind, 
Her dear Rogero never is disjoin d. 45 
She lighs to think revenge her ſoul could move = 
Beyond the ſofter claims of faithful love. 

Inſenſate rage has leyer'd n me (ſhe cries) 

From all I hold moſt dear— 


—Unheeding eyes! 
That when I firſt my each foe purſu'd, 50 


3 | Mark'd not the tracks of this per plexing wood: 
| Then had I Known in ſafety to return, 
Nor here been loſt, dejected and forlorn. 
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In words like theſe ſhe mourns without relief; 


And now ſhe broods in ſilence o'er her grief; 55 


While winds of ſighs, and floods of tears, that ſhak» 


Her gentle breaſt, a cruel] tempeſt make. 
At length the long. expected morn appears, 
When ſtreaky light the grey horizon cheers. 


She takes her ſteed, that graz'd beſide the way, 69 


And, mounting, turns to meet the riſing day. 


Nor far ſhe paſs'd, when iſuing from the wood, 
She came to where the wizard's palace ſtood, 
Where once, with many a fraud, Atlantes' power 


Had long detain'd her in his magic bower. 65 


Aſtolpho here ſhe met, who lately g gain'd 
The griffin-ſteed, and but his flight reſtrain' d 
For Rabicano's ſake, till chance ſhould give 


Some truſty friend, his courſer to receive. 


The thoughtful Paladin his face diſplay d 70 
| Without his caſque, when through the miſty ſhade 


The valiant Bradamant her kinſman knew, 


And, greeting fair, impatient nearer drew Ys 


Ver. 66. eu The Griffin horſe came into the poſſel: 
ſion of Aſtolpho in the xxiid Book, ver. 173; where he Oy 
the enchanted dwoelling of Atlantes. | - 
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Declar'd her name, her covering helm unlac'd, 
Reveal'd her features, and the knight embrac'd. 75 


To Otho's ſon“, who fought ſome truſty friend 


Jo whom he might his Rabican commend, 


No friend could Fortune, at his preſent need, 


Like Bradamant ſupply, to keep the ſteed 
Till his return: and, when his flight was o'er, 80 


= Again in ſafety to his hand reſtore. 


Their greeting done Too long I here delay 


My purpos'd voyag ge throu oh a trackleſs way: 


Aſtolpho cry'd)—then to the maid he told 


His flight deſign' d, and bade his ſteed behold. 85 


She ſaw, but ſaw 1 incurious what before 


KB Her e yes had ſeen, when from th enchanted tower 


3 Atlantes' hand the flying courſer rein'd, 


And with the maid a combat tran ge maintain'd. 


She calls to mind the day, on which ſhe'view'd 90 


| The parting pinions, and his courſe purſu'd 


With ſharpen'd ſight, when, ſoaring to the ſkies, 

tle bore Rogero trom her longing eves. | 
Aſtolpho tells, that to her friendly c care, 

He Rabicano gives, beyond compare 95 

Firſt in the courſe, whoſe ſwiftneſs leaves behind 


The : arrow parting on the wings of wind; 
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To her his ponderous arms he means to give, 
And wills her at Albano theſe to leave 


Tin his return: ſince armour might be ſpar d, 10. 


Or aught of weight that could his flight turd, 


His ſword and horn he ſtill retain'd, though wel 
His horn alone could every danger quell. 
To Bradamant he gave the golden lance, 
Which once the ſon of Galaphron to France 105 


From India brought, whoſe hidden power was ſuch | 


& Is unhorſe each champion with its magic touch. 


Aſtolpho now beſtrode the winged horſe, 


And lowly through the air impell'd his courſe, 
Till Bradamant, who watch'd his upward flight, 116 


All in a moment loſt him from her ſight. 


Soc from the port the guiding pilot ſteers 


Who dangerous ſands and rocky ſhallows fears; 


But when he leaves the rocks and ſands behind, 


He ſhifts each fail, and ſeuds before the wind. 115 


| The duke departing thus: the martial maid, 
In deep ſuſpenſe, awhile in filence weigh” d 
TP he means to Mount Albano thence to bear 


Her kinſman' 8 iced and implements of war. 
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Book XXX. ver. 701. 


For 


„ 


bs 


2 % * 
9 
Se ds, 
{Ee JO TI AFR 


* 


— '' , — ⁵r˙Ä— 7˙ wN —·—— . PG TEPERS FO BO: 
. ͤ —˙— 
— nr re 
OP III I IPOS} — mon... 
— Gunn ot een 


R 
E 


B. XXIII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 125 


For now, with fond defire, her boſom burn'd 120 
To ſec Rogero, in his abſence mourn'd, . 
Whom (yet deny'd to meet) her anxious mind 
At leaſt in Vallombroſa hop'd to find. | 
While ſilent thus ſhe ſtood in penſive mood, 

lt chanc'd a peaſant on the way ſhe view'd, 1 

And him ſhe bade Aſtolpho's armour take, 

And place the weight on Rabicano's back, 

Then lead the courſer which the burden bore, 

With that which Pinabello rode before. 

To allombroſa now ſhe ſought the way, 130 

3 But doubtful of che track, ſhe fear d to ſtray ” 

From where ſhe wiſh'd; nor knew the peaſant well : 

The country round, and thus, as chance befel, 

A path ſhe took, and throu gh the foreſt wide 
At random ſtray'd, without a friend to guide. 135 
At noontide hour they left the covert ſhade, 

And on a hill a caſtle near ſurvey? d 
Of ſtately ſcite ; the virgin at the view 

Beliey? d in this ſhe Mount Albano knew: 

And Mount Albano there the dame beheld, 140 
In which ber mother and her brethren dwell d. | f 
This when ſhe found, a ſudden dread oppreſod e q 
Her heart, that flutter'd 1 in a her tender breaſt. 11 
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Her coming known, ſhe fear'd the preſſing train 
Of friends and kindred would her ſteps detain, 145 


Where ſhe, a prey to love's conſuming fire, 


Might view no more the lord of her deſire; 


No more at Vallombroſa hope to meet 


Her dear Rogero, and their vows complete. 


Aw hile 1 in doubt the maid ! ner thoughts revoly'd; 


At length from Mount A0 ſhe reſoly' d 1 PH} 


T' avert her ſteps, and thence her; journey bend: 


1. 0 where the Abbey 5 hallow' d ſpires aſcend. 


But Fortune ſoon, in this purſuit, bereft 


er breaſt of hope; ; for, ere the vale ſhe left, 1 


Ct 
CI? 


dhe on Alardo ſudden chanc' d to light, 


And fought 1 in vain t' clude her brother" 5 Gabe: 


Thi | 


—— — — 


— 


* 1 4 


Ver. 156. Ann One of Bradamant's brothers. Ro- 


| mance wiiters give different accounts of the genealogy of the houſe 
of Clarmont. Take the following as moſt conſonant to Arioſlo. 


Of Guido of Antona, fon of Buovo and Orlandina, daughter of the 
Fing of Langues, were born Bernardo and Chiaramonte (Clar- 
mont). The laſt died young without iſſue; and his Parents, out ol 


regard to his memory, gave the name of Clarmont to their caſtle, 


and called their family by the fame name. Bernardo had eight fons, 


legitz imate, and two natural. FI he legitimate were duke Amon oi 
f 


Ne rdona ö 5. oo of Agramont, or Agriimont 3 Gerardo of Roſ- 


f. gntol 
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This youth had ſtation'd many a warlike band 

1 Of horſe and foot, which, at the kin g's command, 

s He lately rais'd from all the neighbouring land. 
Return'd, he chanc'd his ſiſter here to meet; 161 
With ſeeming joy the pair each other greet; 

And now, in friendly converſe, fide by ſide 
Together join'd, to Mount Albano ride. 

I Thus to her native ſeats the fair return'd, 1 © 
I Where Beatrice had long her abſence mo urn'd 

1 With fruitleſs tears, and lent, with anxious pain, 

E Toſcek her through the reatns of France 1 in Vain. 
But what are all the] joys ſhe here may prove, 


{ler mother's fondneſs or her brethren's love, 20 


ieniol ; Leone (Leo), afterwards pope; Otho king of England; 


and Milo of Anglantes The natural ſons were Anſerigi, and Elfroi, 
by ſome called Sanguino and Dado. Amon had, by his wife Bea- 
ice, five ſons, Guichardo, Richardo, Rinaldo, Alardo, and Richar- 
Jetto, and one dayghter named Bradamant; and, according 0 
Arioſto, he had by Conſtantia one natural ſon, afterwards called 
Guido Savage. Buovo of Agriſmont had two legitimate ſons, Vi- 


dan and Malagigi; and one natural fon called Aldiger, who enter- 


rains Rogero at the caſtle of Agriſmont in the xxvth Book. Milo 
of e father to the celebrated Orlando. Of Otho, king 


1 "gland, was born Aer, che Engliſh duke. 


See Qu 4DR10 della Storia ogni 8 


Eo nt er Compar'd 
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Compar' + to keppitieſs ſo late poſſeſt, 


Her greeting kind, and tell him, how, detain'd, 
And urge (if need to urge him) for her ſake 


Then woo her friends his amorous ſuit t approve, 
And tie the knot of hymeneal love. 180 


She meant to ſend, which, fam'd for ftrength and 


Rogero priz 'd; for though the Pann Bod | 
| And all the realms the Gallic lord emer 
With him no ſteed che courſer $ glory claim'd, 


| Save Brigliadoro and Bayardo fam'd. 


Was borne aloft, aftrange and tearful courſe, 


When lov'd Rogero claſp'd her to his breaſt? 
Herſelf reſtrain'd, ſhe purpos'd one ſhould bear 
To Vallombroſa, with a faithful care, 


She with reluctance from his fight remain d; 


The name of Chriſtian knight baptiz d to take; 


By this her meſſenger, his generous ſteed 


ſpeed, 


When good Rogero on the winged horſe, 


4 *. 


Ver I 86, Save Brighador and l 


ne ſotto il ſignor Gallo, 55 
Pl bel deſtrier di queſto, o piu gagliardo, 
Eccetto Brigliadoro ſolo e Baiardo. 
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The poet ſeems here to have forgotten Rabican, Aftolpho $ ber 
Ver. 187. When ad Naben &c.] See TOS ir. ver. 3211. 
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Nee left Frontino, which the martial dame 


Receiv'd in truſt (Frontino was his name), 190 


And ſent to Mount Albano, where, at large, 
Wanton he rov'd, or fed beneath her charge 


In plenteous ſtalls ; ; or when he felt the rein, 


Was gently pac 'd along the level plain: 194 
Thus, pamper'd high | in eaſe, and nurs'd with care, 
His ſhining ſkin more ſleek, more —— ſeem'd his 


air, . 

And now ſhe urg'd her virgins to divide 
be pleaſing taſk : each virgin ſoon apply d 
Her ready ſkill, and wrought, of golden thread, 
A coſtly net, which 0 er a pall they ſpread | 200 
Of fineſt filk, and on the courſer plac' * i 
With trappings gay, and rich embroidery grac d. 
A maid ſhe choſe, of long-experienc'd truth, 
| Whoſe mother, Callitrephia, nurs'd her youth”. 


From infant years: to her ſhe oft confeſs'd ; 205 | 
How far Rogero all her foul poſleſs'd ; 


Full oft his beauty and his valour prais'd, 
And every grace above a mortal's rais' d. 

To her ſhe ſpoke—Whom ſooner ſhall I truſt s 
Than thee, Hippalca dear, diſcreet and Juſt? 210 
Vor. II. 
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Hippalca (ſuch the faithful damſel's name) 
Was now diſmiſs'd; and, by the love- ſick dame 
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5 To ſay, that while 1 in promiſe late ſhe fail'd 


In what ſhe wiſt'd : ; but Fortune, that has ſtill 


| — — — 
—— — — 5 


And by the golden reins Frontino lead: 
But ſhould ſhe, in her travel, chance to find 
A wretch ſo ſenſeleſs, or fo baſe of mind, 


The courſer's lord, his folly to repel: 
For every knight ſhe deem'd (whate' er r his fame) 


BE i arms muſt tremble at Rogero' s Name. 


To loy'd Rogero greetings kind convey'd; 230 
Which, treaſur'd i in her mind, without delay ts 
| HERS. bade farewel, and iu d on her way. 
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In whom, like thee, of all my train (ſlie cry'd), 
Can I the meſſage of my heart confide? 


Inſtructed in her way, receiv'd, at large, „ 04h. 
To him (her boſom's lord) this tender charge: 


To reach the abby” s walls, no change pravail'd 


The lovereign rule of all, oppos'd her will. 220 
Thus ſhe ; then bade the damſel mount her ſteed, 


To ſeize the ſteed, ſhe will d her but to tell 225 


Much more he ſaid, and by her truſty maid 


58 0 . | | — 
Ver. 232. 2 LET bade bend) He returns to | Bradamant 


For 
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For ten long miles the maid her journey held, 
Through beaten path, thick wood, or open field: 


One noon of day deſcending from a height, : 235 
As on a narrow paſs ſne chanc'd to light 


Stony and rough, fierce Rodomont ſhe viewed, 


Who arm'd, on foot a guiding dwarf purſu'd: 


On her the cruel Pagan caſt his eye, 
And loud blaſphem'd th' eternal Hierarchy, 240 
To find a ſteed ſo ſtately and ſo fair 


Without his lord, beneath a damſel's care. 

Late had he ſworn, his arm the goodly horſe, 

He firſt ſhould meet, would ſeize by lawleſs force. 
Lo! this the firſt, and never could his need 245 
Attain the conquelt of a nobler ſteed. 

But lince to take him from a helpleſs maid 


Honour forbade, awhile i in doubt he ſtay” d; 


W. ith eager looks he ſtood, and, gazing, cry 'd, 
Why art thou here without thy warlike at 250 


O!] were he here (Hippalca ſaid), thy mind 
Would ſoon forego the e it ae d: 


— 


** * — — a * —_— 


Ver, 233.—ten long miles —] In the xxvith Book on the ſame 
occaſion. Arioſto * thirty miles—a little flip of the memory. 
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Who this beſtrides, excels thy arms in fight, 


And through the world fcarce breathes ſo brave a 
knight. 55 
What chief (return 'd the Moor) thus treads the fame 


Of others down ?—Rogero—ſaid the dame. 256 


Then he—The ſteed I mine can nobly make, 


: Which from Rogero fam'd in arms I take; 
And ſhould he ſeek his courſer to regain 


| here defy him to the liſted plain. 8 260 
The weapon > choice be his—this prize 1 claim 
War is my ſport, and Rodomont my name! | 


Where'er J go, my ſteps he may purſue, 
My deeds ſhall ever point me forth to view: 
1 ſhine by my own light, and mark my courſe 265 

5 With tracks more fatal than the thunder's force. 


Thus he; and turning, as theſe words he ſaid, 


The golden bridle o'er Frontino's head, 


Leapt in the ſeat, and ſudden left behind 


Hippalea, weeping with diſtreſsful mind. X 270 


On Rodomont her threats and plaint the bends: 
He hears, regardleſs, and the hill aſcends; 


Led by the dwarf, rage fluſhing on his checks, 
He Doralis and Mandricardo ſeeks; 
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While the ſad maid his flight indignant views, 275 
And from afar with railings vain purſues. 

Some other time ſhall ſpeak what theſe befel :;— 
Here T urpin, from whoſe page the tale I tell, 

Turns to the land, where bleeding on the plain 

Lies the foul traitor of e ſlain. 280 


When Amon $ | dag from the place i in haſte 

[ lad turn'd her ſteed, and through the foreſt paſs'd; 

1 hither, by different ways arriving, came 

The good Zerbino, and her ſex's ſhame “*. 

le ſees the body lifeleſs i in the vale, 22, 285 

And tender thoughts his noble breaſt aſſail 

There Pinabello lay; and, drench' di in blood, 

Pour'd from ſuch numerous wounds the crimſon ; 
flood, | 

t ſeem” da hundred foes, | in cruel ſtrife, . 

| Had Join'd their ſwords to endhis wretched life. 290 N 
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75 + Gannmna | 
: Ver. 277. Some other time ſhall ſpeat—] He returns to Rodo- 
mont, Book xxiv. ver. 695. and to Hippalca, Book xxvi. ver. 401. 
Ver. 181. When Amon's e See the 1 of the 
preſent Book, ver. 31. | 


Ver. 284. The good aulin, and her for 0 Aue. See Book 5 4 
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The knight of Scotland was not {ſlow to trace 


The track of horſes' feet that mark'd the place, 
In hope to find where from purſuit had fled 
Th' unknown aſſaſſin of the warrior dead: 


Meantime he bade Gabrina to remain, 295 


And there expect his quick return again. 


Now near the ſcene of death Gabrina drew, 


| Exploring all the corſe with greedy view; 


For ſtill to every other vice ſhe join'd 


The deepeſt av'rice of a female mind: 300 


And, but ſhe knew not to conceal her theft, 
Her hands rapacious had the knight bereft 
Of every ſpoil; the ſcarf embroider'd o'er 

With gold, and all the glittering : arms he wore, 

A belt of coſtly work ſhe ſafely plac', 8, 305 

Beneath her veſt, conceal'd around her waiſt: 1 

Twas all ſhe could; ; and, while of this poſſeſt, 

: The beldame griey d in heart to leave the reſt. 


Zerbino now return'd, who, through the wood, 


With fruitleſs ſearch had Bradamant purſu'd ; 310 
The day declining, ſwift his courſe addreſs'd, 
With that dire hag „ to find a place of reſt. 


Two miles remote they to a caſtle came 


(Fam'd Altariva was the caſtle 8 name), 
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And here they ſtay'd to paſs th' approaching night 315 
That quench'd the ſplendor of departing light. 

Here ſcarce arriv d, on every ſide they hear 

The voice of loud laments invade their ear, 


And tears they ſee from every eye-lid fall, 


: As if one common woe had ſeiz'd on all, 320 


l Zerbino aſk'd what cauſe their anguiſh wrought; 
| And heard of tidings to Anſelmo brought, 

| How, 'twixt two mountains, in a ſhady dell, 
His fon, his Pinabello, murder'd fell. 


\ Zerbino, doubtful of ſome evil nigh, 395 8 
3 Withdraws apart from e every prying eye: 


I He deem'd their ſorrows muſt his death bewail, 
FE Whom late he ſaw lie bleeding | in the vale. 

Soon came the bier with Pinabello dead, 
While torches round their ſolemn ſplendor hed, 330 
E To where the thickeſt ranks lamenting ſtand, * 
E Raiſe the {hrill cry, and wring the mournful hand; 
Where every eye is fill'd with guſhing woe, 


And down the beard the trickling currents flow. 


Above the reſt, ſee, ! impotent in grief, 335 


The wretched father mocks each vain relief; 
E While all, as ſacred cuſtom cach invites, 


Prepare, with pomp, the laſt funereal rites; 
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But now forgot by this degenerate race. 340 


The ſovereign will, and to the murmuring crow'd 
Proclaims, that vaſt rewards the man ſhall gain 
Who tells the wretch by whom his ſon was ſlain. 

From tongue to tongue the ſpreading tidings flew, 
From ear to ear, till all the city knew: 346 
At laſt they reach'd the hag, whoſe fury fell 

Not bears or tigers of the woods excel; 

Who now Zerbino to deſtroy prepares; 1 

| Whether through hatred that the knight ſhe bears; 
Or that her i impious ſoul aſpir'd to ſhow 331 


A buman breaſt that mock d at human woe; 
Or whether greedy gain, her purpoſe wrought; 


The preſence of th' afflicted earl ſhe ſought; 
7 There firſt with plauſive ſpeech his ear amus d, 3⁵⁵ 


Then from her lap, to prove the ſtory true, 
The coſtly belt produc'd i in open view, : 


Which, ſeen, too well the wretched parent knew. a 


Thou mall not periſh unreveng dhe eries; = 
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Such as of old were wont the dead to grace, 


The herald from the prince declares aloud 


And good Zerbino of the deed accus d; 


With tears, his hands uplifting to the ſkies, 3 


They 


. XXII. 
Then bids ſurround the houſe. —With Enten Zeal 
© The people, rouz'd, obey their ruler's will; 


And while no danger near Zerbino knows, 


He finds himſelf a priſoner to his foes, . 36 


Given to Anſelmo's rage, when ſunk to reſt.” 


| Refreſhing ſleep his heavy eyes depreſs'd.\ 
lim in a darkſome cell that night detain'd, 
1 They kept i in ſhackles and with bolts reſtrain” d, 


Condemn'd to ſuffer for imputed guilt, 370 


In that ſad valley where the blood was ſpilt. 


* 


No further proof there needs the fact to try; 


: Their lord has ſentenc'd, and th' accus'd muſt die. | 


When from her couch Aurora made return, 


With many: colour d beams to paint the morn, 37 5 


; The populace, as with one voice, demand 

3 The priſoner” J life, and preſs on every hand 

3 With horſe and foot ; Zerbino thence they led 
Io atone the blood another's hand had ſhed. 


On a low ſteed the knight of Scotland rides, 380 


I His noble arms cloſe pinion'd to his ſides, 
And head caſt down; but Gop, who {till defends | 
The guiltleſs that for help on him depends, 


E Already watchful o'er the warrior's ſtate, 


3 Prepares to ſnatch him from the hand of fate. 385 
2 | Orlando 
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Orlando thither comes, and comes to ſave 


The prince from ſhame and an untimely grave: 


Along the plain he view'd the [warming crew, 
That to his death the wretched champion drew, 
Galego's daughter, Iſabella fair, 390 
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With him he brought, Who from the watery war 
And bulging veſſel ſav'd, was doom'd, at land, 
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1 
| Th' unhappy captive of a lawleſs band ; 
Wl | | She, whoſe lov'd form Zerbino s heart poſſeſs d, 


More dear than life that warm'd his faithful breaſt. : 


| il Orlando ſince he freed the gentle maid, | 396 
[ =... Had watch' d beſide her with a guardian 8 aich . 
li | . When on the ſubje& plain her eyes ſhe bent, 


She aſk'd Orlando what the concourſe meant: | 


Fl . 'Tis mine to learn the cauſe—the warrior ſaid, 400 f 
Ik̃)ben left his charge, and down the mountain ſped. | 


| . The throng he join'd; when, from th' ignoble train, 
Zerbino ſoon he fingled on the plain; Rb 
; And by his outward looks, at firſt, divin' d 
The chief a baron of no vulgar kind. 405 
. Approaching near, he aſk'd his cauſe of ſhame, 


And whither led 1 in bands, and whence he came. 


A 
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Ver. 386. Orlando thither comes—) See Book Kili. 
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At this, his head the mourning champion rear'd, 
| And, when the Paladin's demand he heard, 
| with brief reply his piteous tale diſclos d, 410 
In truth ſincere, that ſoon the earl dispos' d, 
For his defence, to combat on his fide, 
A kW ho, guiltleſs of the charge, unjuſtly dy'd. 
hut when he found that Altariva' s lord 
| The ſentence paſs'd, the noble ſufferer's word 415 
þ Stood more confirm'd ; for in Anſelmo” s breaſt 


lle deem d that juſtice ne'er her ſeat poſſeſs'd. 


| Between Maganza' 8 houſe, and Clarmont, reign d 


A lineal hate, from fire to ſon maintain 'd: Bo 
Then to the herd he turn'd with threat” ning cry: '4 20 
ve caitiff bands! releaſe the knight, or die! 


And who is he (ſaid one to prove his zeal, 


I In luckleſs hour) that thus with words would kill? 


3 
_ 


xn 
= 


| which from his {pear Anglantes warrior ſent, 34 


Wal was his menace, were our feeble frame 
Of wax or ſtraw, and his conſuming flame. 425 
| He faid; and ran againſt the knight of France ; ; 5 
And him Orlando met with reſted lance. 

That glittering armour, which the night before, = 
The fierce Maganza from Zerbino tore, 


| Now proudly worn, could not the death prevent, 430 


On 
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On his right cheek was driv'n the pointed wood, 
And though the temper'd helm the point withſtood, 
Ihe neck refus'd the furious ſtroke to bear; 
The bone ſnapt ſhort, and life diſſolv'd in air. 433 
At once, while yet the ſpear remain'd in reſt, 
He pierc'd another through the panting breaſt; 
9 here left the lance, and Durindana drew, 
And midſt the thickeſt preſs reſiſtleſs flew. 
Of this, the ſkull in equal parts he cleaves; 440 
| That, of his head at one fierce ſtroke bereaves: 
Some in the neck he thruſt—a moment” 5 ſpace 
Beholds a hundred dead, or held in chace. 
A third are ſlain, or fly with fear oppreſs'd; 
His thundering | falchion knows nor pauſe nor reſt. 443 
This quits his helmet; that, his cumbrous ſhield; 
All caſt their uſeleſs weapons on the field. 
Some leap the foſſe, ſome ſcour the ca fide 
In foreſts ſome, and ſome i in caverns hide: 
That day Orlando gave his wrath the rein, 450 
And will'd that none ſhould there alive remain: 
As Turpin writes, from whom the truth I tell, 
Full fourſcore breathleſs by his weapon fell. 
The throng diſpers'd, he to Zerbino preſs'd, 


Whoſe anxious heart you trembled 1 in his breaſt: 455 
| N 7 What 


| What words can ſpeak Zerbino's alter'd cheer, 
| Soon as he ſaw his brave deliverer near? 

Low had he fal'n, and proſtrate on the ground 3 
| Ador'd the knight, from whom ſuch aid he found; 


hut to the ſteed his feet with cords. were W 8 


Orlando now his limbs from ſhackles freed, 461 
And help'd him to reſume his warlike weed, cf 
| Which late the captain of Maganza's train 


; Had worn in battle, but had worn in vain. 


Meanwhile, Zerbino Iſabella view'd, 465 


| Who on the neighbouring height attentive od. 
| Till peace ſucceeding 1 now to war's alarms, 


She left the hill, and , bright 1 in blooming charms, 


| Approach'd the field, where, when the nearer drew, 5 
In her his beſt- belov' d Zerbino knew: — 4 70 


| Her, whom from lying fame he mourn'd as loſt 


| In roaring billows on the rocky coaſt. 


W 45 with a bolt of ice, his heart became 


| All freed g cold; a trembling ſeiz'd his frames 


| But ſoon a feveriſh heat, ſucceeding, ſpread 475 


| Through every part, and dy'd his cheeks with red. 
| Love bade him ruſh, and claſp her to his breaſt: 
but reverence for Anglantes' lord repreſs'd 
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Hs 


Ee, And bade Zerbino there his helm uncloſe. 495 
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His eager wiſh 


and, ah! too ſure he thought 
Her virgin grace the ſtranger's ſoul had caught. 480 
From ſorrows thus to deeper ſorrows caſt, 
He finds how ſoon his mighty joys are paſt: 
And better could he bear to loſe her charms 
By death, than ſee her in another' $ arms: 
But moſt to find her in his power he griey'd, ; 485 
Whoſe ſword ſo late his threaten'd life repriev d: 
No other knight (howe'er in battle prov'd) ) 
Had paſs'd unqueſtion'd with the maid he lord. 
But what the earl had wrought that glorious day, 
; Impell d him every grate ful meed to pay, 0 
And at the champion s feet his head ſubjected lay. 
Thus journeying on, the knights and 1 


922 — 5 ai — , * 


maid, 55 
At length Siſmounting, near a fountain ſtay'd 5 


The wearied earl releas'd his laden brows, 


* %%%ͤ ß ek, 


Soon as the fair her lover's face eſpies, 321 

From her ſoft check the roſy colour flies, 

-ſo looks the humid flower 

When Sol's e bright beams ſucceed the drizzlin 
ſhower: Et. 


Then ſwift returns— 
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Careleſs of aught, ſhe runs with eager pace, 500 
And claſps Zerbino with a dear embrace; 
There, while in filence to his neck ſhe grows, 1 


Tear following tear, his face and breaſt o'erflows. 


Orlando, by their fide, attentive ſtands, : 


Their meeting marks, nor other proof demands 505 1 


That this unknown, who late his ſuccour prov 'd, 


Was prince Zerbino by the dame beloy' d. Oe : 


| Soon as the fair-one rais'd her voice to ſpeak, 3 

The drops yet hanging on her tender cheek). | 

Her grateful lips no other could proclaim 7," S410 
han the full praiſes of Orlando's name, 


His valorous ſuccour for her ſake beſtow” d, 
And every courteſy the warrior ſhow” 4 | e 
4 Lerbino, who ſo lov'd the princely maid, 
W tic good with his in equal ſcales he weigh' d. 5135 


Low at his knee the generous earl ador'd, 


| Who in one day had twice his life reſtor'd. 


1 
* 


Ver. 500, be rups with eager pace, & c.] It may at firſt ap- 
| pear extraordinary, that this diſcovery ſhould not have happened be- 
| tore, as, by the poets words, Zerbino may be ſuppoſed to have de- 
| clared his name to Orlando when the Paladin firſt accoſted him; 11 
bur, it muſt be obſeryed, in defence of Arioſto, that Iſabella was . Wa 
bot then prom, being left by Orlando on the hill 05 the battle. — 


Thus 
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Thus they: when ſudden from the neighbouring 

brake | 

They heard, with ruſtling ſound, the branches ſhake; 
Each to his naked head his helm apply'd: _ 520 
Each ſeiz'd the reins; but, ere he could beſtride 
His foaming courſer, from the woodland came, 
Before their ſight, a champion and a dame. 

The knight was Mandricardo, who purſu d 
Orlando's track, till Doralis he Ewe: 5 6254 


But when the warrior from her numerous band 


Had won the damſel with his conquering hand, 
The zeal grew ſlack that urg'd him to obtain + Bj 
Revenge on him, who on the bloody plain 
Had Manilardo quell d, and youn g Alzirdo ſlain, ) 

He knew not yet the ſable chief, whoſe might 53) : 
Had rais'd his envy, was Anglantes knight; 


= Though him his deeds and fair report proclaim 


A wandering champion of no common fame. 


Him, (while beſide unmark'd. Zerbino ſtood) 535 WM 


From head to foot flerce Mandricardo view'd, 
And, finding every fign deſcrib'd agree, 
a Lo! thou the man (be cry'd) I wiſh to ſee. 


2 bs 2 * 8 


- 3 e * 
— 5 : — : 


Ver. 523.1 —4 champion and a damne—] See Bock *. 
ver. 490. 1 


Ten 
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Ten days my anxious ſearch, from plain to plain, 
las trac'd thy courſe, but trac'd till now in vain: 540 
So have thy deeds, in all our camp conteſt, 

Wit rival envy fir'd my ſwelling breaſt, | 

For hundreds ſent by thee to Pluto's rand, 

Where ſcarcely one eſcap'd thy dreadful hand, 

To tell the numbers which thy weapon flew 545 
Of Tremizen and Norway's valiant crew. 

{ was not flow to follow, with thy ſight 

To feaſt my eyes, and prove thy force in fight. 

Full well-inform'd I know thy fable dreſs; | 


Thy veſt and armour him 1 ſeek confeſs. _ 550 


J | Put were not ſuch external marks reveal a, 


And didſt thou with a thouſand lurk conceal” d. 

Thy bold demeanour muſt too ſurely tell 

Sy wat thou art he i in battle prov'd ſo well. 

Thee too, no leſs, (Orlando thus reply'). 355 
All muſt pronounce a knight. of valour try d; 

For thoughts ſo noble never ſhall we find 

The tenants of a baſe degenerate mind. 

lt me thou com'ſt to view—indulge thy w in 
Unlooſe my helmet, and behold thy fill! 560 
But having view'd me well, procced to prove, 


(W hat moſt thy generous envy ſeem' d to move) 


Vor „III. LL = or 
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How much in arms my proweſs may compare 
With that demeanour thou haſt held ſo fair. 

'Tis there I fix my wiſh (the Pagan cry'd), 565 

My firſt demand is fully ſatisfy'd. 

Meanwhile the earl from head to foot explor'd 
The Tartar round, but view'd nor ax nor ſword; 
Then aſk'd what weapon mult the fight maintain, 
Should his firſt onſet with the lance be vain. 570 
Hleed not my want (he ſaid) this ſingle ho 5 

Has often taught my braveſt foes to ſear: 

A ſolemn oath I took, no {word to wear, 

g Till Durindana from the earl I bear: 8 
Him through the world 1 ſeck — for ſuch my vow, | 

When firſt 1 plac' d this helmet o'er my brow: 57³ 
Which, with theſe arms, x conquer” 'd—all of Jore, 

| By Hector worn a thouſand years before. 
his ſword alone was wanting to the reſt, 
How ſtol'n, | know not; but of this poleſt 580 

55 Is ſaid the Paladin ſubdues his focs, DET 

And hence his courage more undaunted grows: 

But let me once his arm in combat } join, 

His ill-got ſpoils he quickly mall relign : 
Let more my boſom glows with fierce delire 585-4 
To av enge the death of Agrican, my fire, 


Whom 
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Whom baſe Orlando flew in treacherous ſtrife, 
Nor could he elſe have reach'd his noble life. 


The earl, no longer ſilent, ſtern replies: 


Thou ly'ſt, and each that dares affirm it, lies. 590 


Chance gives thee what thou ſeck'ſt—Orlando view 
In me, who Agrican with honour flew. 
Behold the ſword thou long haſt wiſh'd to gain, 


W 4nd, if thou ſeek'ſt, with glory may'ſt obtain. 
| Though juſtly mine, yet will I now contend 595 


| With thee my claim, and to a tree ſuſpend | 
The valu'd prize, which rightly thou ſhalt take, 
ft me thy force can ſlay, or priſoner make. 
He ſaid; and inſtant from his fide unbrac' d, 


And Durindana on a fapling plac'd. 600 


: i Already now they part to half the ſpace, 
| Sent from the bow a whizzing ſhaft can trac . 
: Already each on each impels his ſteed, 


| 4 And gives the reins at freedom to his ſpeed: 


Already each directs his ſpear aright, TORT 
| Where the clos'd helmet but admits the light. 
{ The aſh ſeems brittle ice, and to the ſky 

| | With ſudden craſh a thouſand ſplinter' $ fly. 


| The ſtaves break ſhort—yet neither knight would 

yield” „ 608 

| One foot, one inch—then wheeling round the field 
L 2 _ Again 
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A gain they meet, and with the vant-plate rear, 


Firm in each graſp, the truncheon of the ſpear 


That yet remain'd——theſe chiefs that once engag'd 
With ſword or lance, like ruſtics now engag'd, 
{Whoſe blows diſpute the ſtream or meadows right; 
With ſhatter d ſtaves purſu'd a  eruel fight. 616 
F our times they ſtruck, the fourth the truncheon 
broke 8 5 5 
Cloſe to the wriſt, nor bore another firoke: : 
While cither knight, as mutual fury reign'd, 
Alone with gauntlet arm'd the ſtrife maintain 4. 620 
Where'er they grapple, plate and ſtœely ſcale 
They rend afunder, and disjoint the mail; 
Not ponderous ha mmers fall with weightier blows, 
N ot claſps of iron ſtronger can encloſe 
W ith griping hold.—- What now remains to ſave 623 
The Pagan' s honour who the challenge gave? 
Or what in ſuch a fruitleſs fight avail'd, 
Where more th allailant ſuffer'd than th' all all d. 
Each nerve exerting, with Orlando clos'd . 


The Pagan warrior, breaſt [EIN eee 


. FO 3 —.—75—— 


Ver. 611 — vant Plate——] The part by Which the f pen 
Was held. . | 
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In hope with him the like ſucceſs to prove, 

As with Anteus once, the ſon of Jove. 

With both his arms he graſps the mi ghty foc, 
Tugs with fill force, and draws him to and fro: 
; : He foams, he raves—he ſcarcely can contain 635 
lis riſing rage, nor heeds his courſer's rein. 
Collected in himſelf, Orlando tries 

Whate' er advantage ſtrength or ſkill ſupplies. 

His hand he to the Pag an's ſteed extends, 

And from his head by chance the bridle rends. 640 
The Saracen with every art eſſays, 

In vain, his rival from the ſcat to raiſe 

But, f rm, W ith preſſing knees, the carl preſerves | 
His ſaddle ſtill, nor here nor there he ſwerves; 

Til I, vielding to the Pagan' 5 furious force, 642 
The girth breaks ſhort, and ſudden from his horſe 
Orlando falls to earth; but fill his feet 

The ſtirrups k :cep, and ſtill, as in the ſeat, 

tis thighs are ſtrain'd, while, with a clanking ſound, 5 
[lis armour rattled as he touch'd the ground, 650 
The adverſe courſer, from the bridle freed, 
Acroſs the champaign bends with rapid con 
lis devious way: when thus the fair eſpy' d 


er lover borne from her unguarded ſide; = 
L 3 Without 
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Now ſoothes, now ſtrikes, and now with angry cries 


Who, mindleſs of his lord, his way purſu'd. 660 
Three miles he bore, and ſtill had borne the knight, 
But that a croſſing ditch oppos'd their flight: 


| Againſt the ground, but from the dangerous ſhock 


Him by the ruffled mane, in furious mood, 
The Tartar ſeiz d, and now dcbating flood 
5 What courſe to take. —To whom the damſel cy, 5 | 
Lo! from my palfrey be your need ſupply” d; 67⁰ 
Bridled or looſe, mine, patient of command, | 


Obeys the voice, and anſwers to the hand. 


T accept the proffer of a courteous dame, 1 
N But F ortune, wont her kindly aid to give, ©5000; 
Found better means that might his wants relieve, 


And foul Gabrina to the place convey 'd, 
Who, ſince her guile Zerbino had betray d, 


Without his preſence fearful to remain, 65% 


His flight to trace ſhe turns her palfrey's rein. 
The haughty Pagan, as his courſer flies, 


He threats the beaſt, as if with ſenſe indu d, 


There fell both man and horſe: the Pagan truck 


Eſcap'd unhurt; and here concludes his ſpeed: 665 
But how unbridled ſhall he guide the ſteed? 


The Pagan deem'd it ill a knight became 


| Shunn's 


Shunn'd every ſtranger, like the wolf that flies 

F The hunters” voice, and dogs' purſuing cries. 680 
E This beldame now the youthful veſtments wore, 
Which Pinabello's dame had worn before; 

She preſs'd the ſaddle (late her gorgeous ſeat) 

And unawares the Tartar chanc'd to meet. 

King Stordilano's daughter“ , and her knight, 685 
Beheld with laughter ſuch an uncouth hight; 

The dreſs ill-ſuiting her unſeemly ſhape, 

And wither” d features like a grandam ape! 

From her, his courſer's bridle to ſupply, 

Me: takes the reins, then, with a ſhouting cry, 690 
1 Her palfrey drives, that to the foreſt bears 


The trembling crone expiring with her fears, 


Through rough or even paths, oer hills and 


: dales, > 
By hanging cliffs, deep ſtreams, or gloomy vales. 
But let us to purſue her tale forbear, 695 


3 i hen brave Orlando better claims our care: 


His ſaddle now repair'd, and every need 
Supply'd, 1 he mounted on his warlike flced: 


—— ——_ —— ——  ———— — 
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Ver. 695. But bet us to purſue, Kc. —] Gabrina is again in. 


t:oduced, Book xxiv. ver. 254. 
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Awhile he ſtay'd, i in hopes, ere long, to view 

His foe return, the combat to renew; 700 
At length refolv'd the Tartar to purſue. 
Yet, ere he went, as one whoſe deeds e 
The ſoft effuſions of a courteous breaſt, 

With gentle ſpeech, fair ſmiles, and open look, 
He friendly leave of both the lovers took. 705 


1 0-: 


Zerbino mourn'd to quit the generous chief; 
And Iſabella wept with tender grief: 
The noble earl their earneſt ſuit refus' d 


To ſhare his fortune, and to each excus a 


What honour muſt deny; for greater ſhame, -- 410: 


He urg'd, could never ſtain a warrior's name, 
Than, i in the day of glorious ſtrife, to make 
A friend his danger, and his toils partake. 

He then beſought them, if the Pagan knight 


(Ere him he met) ſhould chance on them tolight, 715 


To tell him that Orlando meant to wait 
Three days at hand to end the ſtern debate, gt] 
So late begun; and thence direct his courſe 


To where Imperial Charles encamp'd his force, 


Beneath the numerous banners rang'd, and where 720 


Tze Tartar prince to ſeek him might repair. 


This 


3 
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This done: as each his ſeparate fortune guides, . 92 | 
Je erbino here, and there Orlando rides: 


zut ere the valiant earl the place forſook, 


| is truſty falchion from the tree he took. 725 
s The winding courſe the Pagan's ſteed purſu'd 


thy ough the thick covert of th' entangled wood, 


 Perplex'd Orlando, who, with fruitleſs pain, _ 
Two days had follow'd, nor his light could gain; 


4 henreach' da ſtream that through a meadow led, „730 


| 
Whoſe vivid turf an emerald carpet ſpread, | 5 8 | 
Som with flowers of many a dazzling hue, 
Where numerous trees in beauteous order grew, 


| Whos ſhadowy branches gave a kind retreat 


To flocks, and naked ſwains from mid-day heat. 735 
With ponderous cuiraſs, ſhield, and helm, oppreſt, 


Orlando ſoon the welcome gales confeſs'd ; 


q And entering here to ſeek a ſhort repoſe, 

in evil chance a dreadful ſeat he choſe ; : 

A ſeat, where every hope muſt fade away 740 
On that unhappy, that deteſted day. 


There, caſting round a caſual glance, he view 'd 


3 guy many a tree, that trembling o'er the flood, 


Ts 


Ver. 723. Zerbino ? 3k . there Orlands bride] Zerbino and 
:labella pern e Book XXIV. ver. 105. 


Inſcribd 
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Inſcrib'd with words, in which, as near he drew, 


The hand of his Angelica he knew, 745 
Ihis place was one, of many a meed and bower, 
For which Medoro, at the ſultry hour, 
Oft left the ſhepherd's cot, by love inſpir'd, q 
And with Cathay's unrivall'd queen retir'd, 5 4 ( 
Angelica and her Medoro twin'd, 75⁰ 5 
In amorous poſies on the ſylvan rind, | ; 
He ſees, while every letter proves a dart, 4 ( 
Which love infixes in his bleeding heart. 
Fain would he, by a thouſand ways deceive _ | 
His crue] thoughts, fain would he not believe - 755 J 1 
What yet he muſt—then hopes ſome other fair 8 2 
5 The name of his Angelica may bear. „ 1 a 
But, ah! (he cry'd) too ſurely can [ tell 6 
| Theſe characters oft ſeen and known ſo well— | 3 : 
Yet ſhould this fiction but conceal her love, "6 I | 


Medoro then may bleſt Orlando prove. 
Thus, ſelf-deceiv'd, forlorn Orlando ſtrays 


Still far from truth, ſtill wanders | in the maze = 7 
Of doubts and fears, while i in his breaſt he tries 5 
5 To feed that hope his better ſenſe denies. 765 


Ver. 747. — at the 2 lay: See Book xx. 
ver. 2 $* x | 
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1 $9 the poor bird, that from the fields of air 
3 Lights in the fraudful gin or viſcous ſnare, 
q The more he flutters, and the ſubtle wiles 


1 Attempts to 'ſcape, the faſter makes the toils. 


Now came Orlando where the pendent hill, 770 


F Cury'd in an arch, o'er-hung the limpid rill: 

| Around the cayern's mouth were ſeen to twine 

q The creeping ivy and the curling vine. 

b Oft here the happy pair were wont to waſte 

ne noontide heats, embracing and embrac' C3 177% 
3 And chiefly here, inſcrib'd or carv'd, their names 
l Innumerous, witneſs'd to their growing flames. 

I Alighting here, the warrior penſive ſtood, 

3 And at the grotto's ruſtic entrance view . 


q Words, by the hand of young Medoro wrought 7 80 
And freſh they ſeem'd, as when his amorous thought : 


b For bliſs enjoy'd, his grateful thanks expreſs'd, 

3 And firſt | in tuneful verſe his paſſion dreſs'd. 

J Such in his native tongue might ſure excel, 

I And thus, in ours transfus'd, the ſenſe I tell, 1785 


Hail! lovely plants, clear ſtreams, and LR] 


4 green ; 
3 A nd thou, dear cave, whoſe cool ſequeſter d ſcene 


„ No 
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No ſun moleſts! where ſhe, of royal ſtrain, 


Angelica, by numbers woo'd in vain, 


Daughter of Galaphron, with benen charms 700 
Was oft enfolded in theſe happy arms 


0 let me, poor Medoro, thus repay 


Such boundleſs rapture; thus with every lay 
Of grateful praiſe the tender boſom move, £ 
Lords, knights, and dames, that know the ſxx eets of 


love: %%% 5 OG 


Each traveller, or hind of low degree, 
Whom choice or fortune leads the place to ſee; 
Till all ſhall cry—Thou ſun! thou moon attend! 
This fountain, grotto, mead, and ſhade defend ! 
Guard them, ye choir of nymphs! ! nor let the ſwain 
| W ith flocks or herds the ſacred haunts profane 801 


| Theſe verſes, in Arabian written, drew 


The knight's attention, who their idiom knew, 


To him full well was many a language known, 


But chiefly this, familiar to his own: {7:08 

Such knowledge ſav'd him oft, in diſtant a, 
From wrong and ſhame amid the Pagan bands. 
But, ah ! no more th' advantage mall he boaſt, 
That! in one fatal hour 6 dearly colt ! 


Three 
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Three times he reads, as oft he reads again 810 
The cruel lines; as oft he ſtrives, in vain, 

lo give each ſenſe the he, and fondly tries 

| To diſbelieve the witneſs of his eyes; 

While at each word he feels the jealous ſmart, 

And ſudden coldneſs freezing at his heart. 815 
Fix'd on the ſtone, 3 in ſtiffening gaze, that prov'd 

His ſecret pangs, he ſtood with looks unmoy'd, 

A ſeeming ſtatue! while the godlike light 

N | Ofreaſon nearly ſeem'd eclips'd in night. 

Confide in him, who by experience knows, 520 
This is the woe ſurpaſſing other woes! | 
From his ſad brow the wontgd cheer I is fled, 

ö Low on his breaſt declines his drooping head 5 


Nor can he find (while grief each ſenſe oerbears) 


| Voice {or his plaints, Or moiſture for his tears. 825 


lmpatient ſorrow ſeeks its way to force, 
But with too cager haſte retards the courſe. 
As when a full- brimm' d vaſe with ample 1 waiſt 


And flender entrance form'd, is downward plac d, 


And ftands revers'd, the ruſhing waters pent, 530 


All crowd at once to ifue at the vent: 

The narrow vent the ſtrugglin g tide reſtrains, _ 
And icarc OY "Ss by OP the bubblin g liquor drains. 
11 e 
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He withes—hopes—believes ſome foe might 
frame 
A falſehood to defile his fair-one' s name; 835 
Or with dire malice , by the tainting breath 5 
Of jealous rage, to work his certain death. 
Yet he, whoe'er the foe, his ſkill had prov d 
In feigning well the characters below d. 
When now the ſun had to his ſiſter s reign $40 
Reſign'd the ſkies, Orlando mounts again 
His Brigliadoro's back, and ſoon eſpies 
The curling | ſmoke from neighbouring hamlets riſe. 
The herds are heard to low, the dogs to bay; 
And to the village now his lonely way 845 
Orlando takes, there pale and n leares 
His Brigliadoro, where a youth receives 
3 The generous courſer; while, with nady haſte, 
One from the champion has his mail unbrac'd : 
One takes his ſpurs of gold; and one from ruſt 856 
i His armour ſcours and cleanſes from the duſt 
Lo! this the cot, where feeble with his wound, 
; Medoro lay, where wondrous chance he found. 
55 nouriſhment the warrior here defir'd, . 
wha Seel he fed, nor other food requir d. 855 


. XXII. ORLANDO FURIOS0. i59 
J He ſought to reſt, but ah the more be ſought, 

4 New pangs were added to his troubled thought: 

1 Where'er he turn'd his fight, he ſtill deſcry'd : 

I The hated words inſcrib'd on every ide. 

1 He would have ſpoke, but held his peace in fear 860 
1 To know the truth he dreaded moſt to hear. 5 

5 The gentle ſwain, who mark d his ſecret grief, 

: With cheerful ſpeech to give his pains relief, 

E Told all th' adventure that the Pair befel, 

4 Which oft before his tongue was wont to tell 865 
q To every gueſt that gave a willing ear, . 
4 For many a gueſt was pleas'd the tale to hear. 

| : He told, how to his cot the virgin brought 


1 Medoro wounded: how his cure ſhe wrought, 


b With deeper wound transfix d her bleeding heart: 
4 Hence, mindleſs of her birth, a princeſs bred : 

1 Rich India 8 heir, ſhe deign'd, by paſſion led, 

: A friendleſs youth of low eſtate to wed. | 
3 In witneſs of his tale, the peaſant ſhow 4 ͤĩ 
1 | Ihe bracelet by Angelica beſtow'd, 
os thence, her token of regard, 
| | His hoſpitable welcome to reward. 


— — —[ñ— — ay apo en} yy to ir LOA nt agency 


1 While! in her boſom, Love 8 impoiſon'd dart : 870 5 


This 


: Nor cheerful dawn, the harbinger of day. 
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| This fatal proof, his well-known preſent, left 


Of every gleam of hope his ſoul bereft: 880 
Love, that had tortur'd long his wretched thrall, 
With this concluding ſtroke determin'd all. 


At length, from every view retir'd apart, 


He gives full vent to his 0 erlabour'd heart: 


Now from his eyes the ſtreaming ſhower releas'd, 38; 


Stains his pale cheek, and wanders down his breaſt 
| Deeply he groans, and, ſtaggering with his woes, 
On the lone bed his liſtleſs body throws, 

But reſts no more than if in wilds forlorn, 

Stretch'd on the naked rock or pointed thorn. 800 
V hile thus he lay, he ſudden call'd to mind, ; 

a That on the couch, where then his limbs reclin” d. 
His faithleſs miſtreſs, and her paramour, 

5 Had oft with love beguil d the amorous hour: 
Stung with the thought, the hated down he flies: 895 
Not ſwiſter from the turt i is ſeen to riſe 
The ſwain, who, courting grateful fleep, perceive 

| A ſerpent darting through the ruſtling leaves. 

Each object now is loathſome to his fight ; | 

The bed—the cot—the ſwain—he hecds no light 900 


To guide his ſteps, not Dian's ſilver! ray, 


He 
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He takes his armour, and his ſteed he takes, 


And through ſurrounding g gloom impatient makes 


His darkling way, there vents his woes alone, 905 


In many a dreadful plaint and dreary groan. 


Unceaſing ſtill he weeps, unceaſing mourns; 
Alike to him the night, the day returns; 


Cities and towns he ſhuns; in woods he lies, 


His bed the earth, bis canopy the ſkies. 910 


He wonders oft what fountain can ſupply 


His flood of grief; how figh ſucceeds to ſigh. 


Theſe are not tears (he cry'd) that ceaſeleſs flow; 


Far other ſigns are theſe that ſpeak my woe. 
» Before the fire my vital moiſture flies, 55 


| And now, exhaling, iſſues at my eyes: TO 


Lo! thus it ſtreams, and thus ſhall ever ſpend, 
Till with its courſe my | life and ſorrows end. 


Theſe are not ſighs that thus my torments ſhow; | 


Sighs have a pauſe, but theſe no reſpite know. 920 


Love burns my heart. theſe are the gales he makes, 


As round the flame his fanning wings he ſhakes. 


How canſt thou, wondrous Love! ſurround with fire, 


Tet unconſum' d, preſerve my heart entire? 


ä 
3 


— 


Ven 923. How x” thou, „ Let 4 35 much 
o be regretted, that the © poſt has diſgr aced wis paſſage with ſuch Poor F 


ohceits. 


Vor III. EE : M I am 


162 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. xxIn 
T amnot he, the man my looks proclaim, 925 
The man that lately bore Orlando's name; 

He, by his fair one's cruel falſehood, dies; 

And now, interr'd, her hapleſs victim lies. 

I am his ſpirit freed from mortal chains, 

: Doom” din this hell to rove with endleſs pains; 990 
K wretched warning here on earth to prove 

For all henceforth who put their truſt in love. 


Through the ſtill night, the car] from ſhade to 


| ſhade 
Thus lonely rov'd, and when the day aiſplay'd 


Its twilight gleam, chance to the fountain led 935 
His wandering courſe, where firſt his fate he read 
In fond Medoro' s ſtrains the ſight awakes 
His torpid ſenſe, each patient thought forſakes 
His maddening breaſt, that rage and hatred breathes, 
And from his ſide he ſwift the ſword unſheaths, 940 
He hews the rock, he makes the letters fly; ; 
The ſhatter' d fragments mount into the ky: 
Hapleſs the cave, whoſe ſtones, the trees, whoſe rind 
Bear with Angelica Medoro join'd;; | 
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Ver, 92 5. a am not he—] e from Catullus, 
Ne on 0 led te tenuis vapulat umbra mea. 
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B. XXII. ORLANDO FURoSo. i183 


From that curs'd day no longer to receive, 945 
And flocks or ſwains with cooling ſhade relieve; 
While that fair fountain, late ſo ſilvery pure, 
Remain'd as little from his arm ſecure: 


Together boughs and earthen clods he drew, 


E Crags, ſtones, and trunks, and in the waters threw; 


Deep to its bed, with 00ZC and mud he ſpoil'd 951 


The murmuring current, and its ſpring defil'd. 


His limbs now moiſten'd with a briny tide, 


When ſtrength no more his ſenſeleſs wrath ſupply d, 
Prone on the turf he ſunk, unnery'd and ſpent, 955 
All motionleſs, his looks on heav'n intent, 
Stretch'd without food or ſleep; ; while thrice the ſun 
Had ſtay d, and thrice his daily courſe had 1 run. SO 
| The fourth dire morn, with frantic rage poſſeſt, 
Ne rends the armour from his back and breaſt: 960 
Here lies the helmet, there the boſly ſhield, 
| Cuiſhes and cuiraſs further ſpread the field; 


And all his other arnts.at'random ſirow” d, 


In divers parts he ſcatters through the wood; 


Then from his body ſtrips the covering veſt, 965 
And bares his finewy limbs and hairy cheſt; 


And now begins ſuch feats of boundleſs rage, : 


As far and near th' aſtoniſh'd world engage. 
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16% ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXII. 
His ſword he left, elſe had his dreadful hand 
With blood and horror fill 0 cach waſted land: 970 
zut little, pole: ax, ſword, or mace he needs 

—T aſliſt his ſtrength, that every ſtrength exceeds, 

1 irſt his huge graſp a lofty pine up- tears 

Sheer by the roots, alike another fares 

0 f equal | growth ; 48 caſy round him ſtrow'd, 975 
As lowly weeds, or ſhrubs, or dwarfiſh wood. 

Vaſt oaks and elms before his fury fall 

'F he y tur, tough aſh, and cedar tal. 

As \ he en a DH for the field prepares 

[is Fican warfare ; cre he ſpreads his ſnares, 980 
From \ ſtubble, reeds, and furze, th' obſtructed land 
Around he clears: no Jeſs Orlando? 8 hand 
Levels the trees that long had tow er'd aboy E; 
For roiling years the glory Ok the grove > | 

The ruſtic; f ſwains chat mid the woodland ſhade 983 
Heord the loud craſh, forſook their flocks that ſiray'd 
W ithout a ſhephet d, while their maiters ew. 


"To learn the tumult and the wonde r view. 


Thus 
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Ver. 988. e wonder wiew-—) t This Book concludes with | 
ne of the fincſt e 15 the poem, Which Cives name to 
he Whole work, the madneſs of Or! ando, The narrative begins 
ar; de. 72. Few paflages, in any author, excel the remaining 
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Thus far I've reach'd, but farther to extend 

The preſent ſtory might, perchance, offend; _ 990 
And rather would I here defer the reſt, . 
| Than with a tedious tale your ear mole 


L 


ol taſte and diſcernment the pathos and fire of the Poet, whether 
we contemplate his hero in the firſt dawn of his jealouſy, or through 
the gradual progreſs of this paſhon, in which, while he ſeems to fly 


length he breaks out into a frenzy, that cloſes the book with wonder- 
ful ſublmity ! ! | 


END OF THE TWENTY-THIRD BOOK. 
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part of the book; and it is ſurely beedletd to point out to the Reader 


from conviction, he finds, by a train of concurrent circumſtances, 
moſt artfully brought together, the truth forced upon him, till at 
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_ 


D 


rr EE Ge: 


2 


THE 


TIWENTY-FOURTH BOOK 
OF 


ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


1 THE ARGUMENT. 0 
Tur extravagant feats of Orlando in his madneſs. Zerbino and 
and Iſabella are met by Almonio and Corebo, who bring Odorico 
bound, to receive from Zerbino the puniſhment for his infidelity, 
Arrival of Gabrina, and the ſentence paſſed on theſe two by 
Zerbino. Zerbino fights with Mandricardo in defence of Or. 
lando's ſword: iſſue of the combat. Meeting of Mandricardo and 
Rodomont: A dreadful battle between them for Doralis, till, on 
the appearance of a meſſenger from the Pagan camp, and at the 
requeſt of Doralis, they agree to break off the combat, and go to 
the aſliſtance of Agramant. : 
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THE 
 TWENTY-FOURTH BOOK 
or 


ORLANDO FURIOSO. | 


| 


HOE'ER his feet on Cupid's ſnares ſhall ſet, 
Muſt ſeek t' eſcape, ere in th' entangling 


net 

His wings are caught; ; for ſage experience tells, 
In love's extreme, extreme of madneſs dwells. 
Though each may rage not with the wild exceſs — 
Orlando rag'd, their frenzy all expreis 
By different ways—what more our folly ſhows, 
Than while we others ſeek, ourſelyes to loſe ? 
Various th' effects of this deſtructive flame, . 
The firſt dire cauſe of frenzy is the fame: 10 
| Love is a foreſt, where the lover ſtrays 

From path to path, bewilder'd in the maze; _ 


mo. ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. xx. 
And he who leads his life in amorous pain, 


Deſerves to feel the gyves and ſhackling chain. 


Here ſome may cry Brother, thy words hare 


= a6 —— nen —— 
— 


ſhown . 15 
Another' 8 faults, forgetful of thy own. 


Yes—in my intervals of ſenſe I ſee 


| | My boſom” 8 conflict with the charge agree: 1 
Yet have I ſtriv n, and hope in time to cure 


The wounds 1 now from beauty's ſhafts endure. 20 


1 told, how Hom his limbs Orlando drew 
Fi urious his arms, and o'er the foreſt threw 
The ſcatter d harneſs; how his veſt he rent, 
And to the ground his fatal falchion fent: 


How trees he rooted, while the woods around 25 | 


| And cavern'd rocks re- echo d to the found : 


1 Till ruſtic ſwains, to where the tumult ſpread, 


Their grievous lms, or cruel planets led. 

; As nearer now the madman they beheld, 

Whoſe feats of firength all human deen ex- 
cel'd; 30 


They turn'd to fly; ; vic knew not where, nor whence 
: Such ſudden fears dittracted every ſenſe. 
Swift 


3, IV. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 170 
Swift he purſu'd, and one who vainly fed 
He ſeiz d, and from the ſhoulders rent the head. 


Faſy⸗ ; 


Ver. 34. He ſeis'd, and from the fhoulderg, rent the head.] Here 


de deſcription of the extravagant and Judicrous feats performed by 


| Orlando in his madneſs, which paſſages of our author, Cervantes 
| {ms to ridicule, when he repreſents Don Quixote in the ſable | 


mountain, debating whether he ſhall imitate the melancholy frenzy 
of Amadis de Gaul, or the more boiſterous fury of Orlando. 
Have I not told you,“ ſaid Don Quixoite, “ that I deſign to 
nitzte Amadis, acting here the deſperado, the ſenſeleſs, and che mad- 
man: at the ſame time copying the valiant Don Orlando, when he 
und, by the fide of a fountain, ſome indications that Angelica che 
Pair had diſhonoured herſelf with Medoro: at grief whercof he ran 


mad, tore up trees by the roots, diſturbed the waters of the cryſtal 

ſings, ſlew the ſhepherds, deſtroyed flocks, fired cottages, demoliſn- 

£1 houſes, dragged marcs on the ground, and did an hundred thou- 

ſa ind other exttavagancies, worthy to be recorded, and had in eternal 


eembrance. And ſuppoſing that I do not intend to imitate Rol- 


Jn, or Orlando, or Rotelando {for he had all theſe three names) in 
nery point, and in all the mad things he acted, faid, and thought, E 


will make a fketclf of them the beſt I can, in What Tj judge the moſt 


f#ential, And, perhaps, I may fatisfy myſelf with only copying 


Amadis, who, without playing any miſchievous pranks, by weepings 
ad tenderneſſes, arrived to as great a fame as the beſt of them all.” 


Jakvis's Don QuixorTe, Vol. I. B. ii. C. 11. 


Though much of the ſatire in the above citation muſt be allowed to 


-c juſt, a and though moſt of the actions recorded of Orlando in his 
madneſs 
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Eaſy, as from the ſtalk, or K ſhoot, 35 
A peaſant crops the flower, or plucks the fruit: 


The lifeleſs body by the legs he took, 

And, as a club, againſt his fellows ſhook. 

| Two firetch' d on earth i in laſting lumber lay, : 
Perchance to riſe not till the judgment day. 10 


The reſt were ſoon diſpers'd on every ſide, 


So well advis'd their rapid feet they plyd; 


Nor had the madman loiter'd to purſue, | 


But on their herds with headlong ſpeed ht flew. 
The 1 labouring hinds the peril near ſurvey' d,- - 45 


And left their ploughs, with all the rural trade 
Of ſcythes and ſpades, while ſeiz d with pale of 


fri ght 


| One climbs a roof, and o one the temple” 8 height, 
(Since elms and oaks avail not) trembling there, 


BNET view the dreadful havock from afar. 0. 


med 2 — — 0 _ 


5 8 may be given up to all the overity of of ci riticiſm, yetr no part 
of the deſcription in the foregoing book, notwithſtanding ſeveral of 


the circumſtances are unfairly included in the ridicule of Cervantes, 
can be cenſured by any diſcerning reader; but let the whole of the 


paſſage be tried by the ſtandard of truth and nature, and com- 


pared with whatever is excellent of the kind 1 in ancient or modern 


Poetry, and ey Arioito will not t loſe by the den ene 


Before 


g. XXIV. » ORLANDO FURIOSO. _ 


Before his fury ſteeds and oxen vield, 

And ſwift the courſer that eſcapes the field. 
Now might ye hear in every village riſe 

; Tumultuous clamours, blending human cries 

With ruſtic horns and pipes; while echo'd round 55 

The pealing bells from neighbouring ſteeples ſound. 
All ſeize ſuch weapons as the time provides, 

Bows, flings, and ſaves z and down the moun- 

tain's ſides 

A thouſand ruſh; while from the dells below, 

As many ſwarm againſt a ſingle T.. 
As when the tide appears the ſhore to lave, 

Che ſouthern wind impelling wave on wave, 

ö Scarce curls the firſt, the ſecond deeper ſwells, 

ö And this, the third with riling force excels; 

Till | more and more the victor-flood alcends, 63 

f And o'er the ſands his liquid ſcourge extends. 

Th increaſing throngs Orlando thus aſſail, = 

Pour down the hill, and iſſue from the vale. 
Ten wretches firſt, then other ten he flew, 

That near his hand in wild diſorder 0 

None from his fated kin could draw the blood; 

mo ſkin ann each weapon 8 ſtroke withſtood: 


To 


i And, with his fingle arm, in combat flew; 


„ ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. xxiy 


To him ſuch wondrous grace the King of Heaven 


To guard his faith and holy church had given, 
Could aught of mortal riſk Orlando's lite, 


* 
3 


Great were his riſk in this unequal ſtrife : 


Then had he miſs'd the mail he late unbrac'd, 
And miſs'd the falchion which aſide he caſt. 


The crowds, that view'd each weapon aim'd ir 


vain, 


With backward ſteps eius from the plain; 80 
When mad Orlando, Who no further thought, ” 
„Ahe ruſtic dwellings of a hamlet ſought: 


All thence were fled; yet there in plenteous ore 


He found fach food as ſuits the village poor, 


Of homely kind ;—but preſt with pining faſt 8 


„ 


On roots or bread his eager hands he caſt; 
Greedy alike devour' d whate' er he ſaw, 
Or ſavoury viands bak” d, or morſels r 
| Then through the country round, with rapid pace, 1 


To man and beaſt alike he gave the chace; 90 


Thi -ough the deep covert of the tangled wood 
The nimble goat or light- -foot dear purſu'd. 
Oft on the bear and tuſky boar he flew, 


= Then | | 
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Then, with their fleſh, his ſavage ſpoils of fight 95 
Inſatiate gorg d his ravenous appetite. 

Thus o'er the realm of France, from land to land, 
le ran, till on a day a bridge he gain'd, 
Where ſwift (enclos' din craggy banks and ſteep) 
| Anver pours its current broad and deep, 100 
; And built beſide a ſtately caſtle ſtands, 
That far around the ſubject fields ons 
q What there enſu'd ſome future time ſhall tell; 


Now turn to what Zerbino next beſel. 


* 


- 


0 lande gone, awhile Zerbino ſtoodl, 105 
t Then took the path the Paladin purſu'd; 
ö Scarce paſt a mile, flow riding, when he ſpy” d 
A recreant knight with hands behind him ty'd, 
Plac d on an humble ſeed, and for his guard, 


| On either ſide a knight! in arms Prepar d. 1 


q Full oon Zerbino, as he nearer drew, * 
| Full | ſoon the lovely Iſabella knew . 0 bl 
1 Falſe Odorico, truſted late to keep 

| Her virgin charms, like wolves to watch the ſheep. 


— 


* —"—_ . = nt. 


| Ver 104. Now turn to what Zerbino, &c.) Orlando appears A 
gain Book xxix. ver. 281. the laſt we heard of Zerbino was when 19 
* parted from Orlando, Book xxiii. ver. 72 1. 
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Him had the prince preferr'd o'er every friend, 
From ill or ſhame his miſtreſs to defend; 

Nor could he think that faith, to him ſo proy'd, 
Would fail to her, whom more than life he lov'd. 


Then chanc'd fair Iſabella to unfold 


Her paſt eſcapes; and all the tale ſhe told. 1h 
5 How, ere her veſſel bulg'd beneath the wave, 

She ſought the bark herffinking life to ſave: 

How Odorico had his faith betray' d; 


And how the outlaws to their cave convey 'd 


Her helpleſs youth, —and ſcarce theſe words th 
5 ſaid, 

When lo! ſhe ſaw the t traitor priſoner led. 
The two, who thither brought the faithleſs night, 


On Ifabella caſt their wondering fight, 

As one they oft had ſeen ; with her they gueſs. 

Their deareſt lord, the partner of her breaſt, 180 
Companion rode; for well his blazon'd ſhield = 

The colours of bis noble line reveal d. 

Approaching near, they ſaw with raptar'd eyes 

His well-known face confirm their firſt ſurmize. 

: Swift from their ſteeds they leapt, with eager pace, 


And open arms, impatient to embrace 16 


Zerbino“ 


7erbino's knees: bareheaded now they ſtood 
[ Before his ſight, and lowly reverent bow'd. 


| And ſoon Corebo and Almonio <il. 
| Thoſe well ry d friends, to ychom he gave the care 
} With Odorico to protect the fair. 1 


ö To thee thy Iſabella to reſtore, 
E Why ſhould I now, my much-lov'd lord, relate, 145 
| What well thou know) Why in this captive ſtate 
4 You caitiff rides for ſhe, the fair betray d. 

[ Has long ere this his treacherous guilt diſplay d; 

| Has told, how, by his baſe and guileful art 


] Deceiv'd, the wretch induc'd me to Senn: 150 
1 And deeply 1 wounded, ſhed his generous bod. 


1 With ſteeds and menials to the ſtrand I paſs d; 


1 Still caſting round my eager eyes, to find 155 
$ The friends and — whom [ left behind. 


=: | 
dom Which part this narrative is continued by Amend 


n XXIV. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


Zerbino fix d on each his earneſt view, 


140 


Almonio then—Since Heaven has pleas'd once 


more 


How brave Corebo, to defend her, ſtood, 


Attend the ſequel—From the town in haſte, 9 


Ver. 151. Hos bw Cunks, 421 See Book xiii. yer. 199. + 


Vor. III. : N 1s Foremoſt 


178 kLANDO FURIOSO. B. Wan. 


F oremoſt I ſpurr'd, and travers'd all the ſhore, 


Search d every part their feet had trod before: 


In vain—no ſign appear'd on either hand, 


But ſome new marks of footſte ps on the ſand. 100 


1 follow'd theſe, and theſe my courſe convey d 


Beneath the covert of the woodland ſhade: 
Led by the ſound of arms, at length 1 found 


| Unbleſt Corebo blgeding on the ground- 
Where 1s our virgin-charge I left fo late? t65- 


Has here reduc'd thee to this wretched ſtate? 


Ge 


Where Odorico? ſay, what adverſe fate 


Thus I—and now the fatal truth reveal'd, 


25 5 I ſought the apoſtate wretch, the wretch conceal' a 
| Deceiv'd my ſearch, and, all the day beguil'd, 
Through wood and brake 1 wander'd in the wild; 


At length return d to where a crimſon tide 


From pale Corebo' SW ounds the herbage dy'd; 
Where (ſpeedy help delay'd) the gloomy grave, 


Alone could take what art refus'd to ſave; | 175 


W here friars and monks might funeral rites prepare, 


4 he fainting youth, his vigour to reſtore; 5 


« * hen vain the healing couch and leech's care. 


T hen from the woodland to the town 1 bore 


V here 


3. XIV. ORLANDO FURIOSO. = 179 
| | Where ſoon our hoſt a ſage phyſician found, 180 
With ſovereign plants to cloſe each bleeding wound. 
Corcbo cur'd, he took his arms and horſe; 
To find the wretch we bent our eager courſe; 
Him in Alphonſo's regal court I met, 
And dar'd | in open liſt, againſt him ſet 185 
b | My truſty lance: the king allow'd the fight N 
| W ith every legal form to prove the right. 
My cauſe prevail'd ; for Fortune, who at will. 
| Oft conqueſt gives, diſpenſing good or ill, 
o help'd my arms, his ſtrength avail d no more, 190 
And he remain d a captive in my power. 
TW offender 8 crime reveal'd, the monarch gave 
lo me his life, to puniſh or to ſave. 
Nor w -ould 1 free, nor take his forfeit head, 5 
| But thus to thee in captive chains have led, 195 
| [hat thy decree might doom him to be lain, Fa 
? Or kept alive, reſery'd for further pain. 3 DO 
1 Fame ſpoke thee join'd with Charles' imperial force, 
| Ind hopes to find thee, hither urg'd our courſe, 
| All thanks to Heay en! that thus, when leaſt 1. 
thought os 200 
Lo fee my prince my happy ſteps, has brought: 
= Ne Nor 
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13% ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. xxiv. 


Nor leſs my thanks, that thus I ſee refior” d 


Thy Ifabella to her plighted lord; 


Whom late the traitor, with inſidious art, 

Had ſeem'd for ever from thy arms to part. 207 
| Zerbino ſilent, while Almonio ſpoke, 

On Odorico fix'd his earneſt look : 


Hatred he little felt, but chief he mourn'd 
Io find his hope from friendſhip thus return'd ; 
To think that one, who leaſt had cauſe to leave 210 


| His Peine and friend, ſhould both alike deceive; 


88 


— — ——— 


— 


Ver. 208. Hatred he little felt, &c.] Zerbino is one of the moſt 


_ amiable characters in the whole work, and mult ſtrongly intereſt the 

reader. His ſentiments of mercy and gencroſity, on the reflection of 
his friend's treachery and ingratitude, may remind us of the behaviour 
of Titus the Roman emperor to his friend Sextus, who had conſpired 


againſt his life, fo admirably. painted by Metaſtaſio, an author who 


abounds in the moſt noble and elevated ſentiments. Ti itus, in hiz 


: interview with Sextus, thus Endeavour to make him confeß his 
Quilt, DS | 


Obſerve me, Sextus, we are now alone, 
_ "Thy ſovereign is not. preſent: open then 
Thy heart to Titus; truſt it with thy friend; 
I promiſe thee Auguſtus ne'er ſhall know 
The ſecret thou diſcloſeſt: tell me how 
Thy faith was firſt ſeduc'd: let us together 
Seek ſome pretence t' excuſe thee: I, perchance, 
: Shall be ey'n 0 than thyſelf to find it. 


Aer. i itt, Scene 1 vin. 


Till, 


3. XXIV. ORLANDO TURIoSso. 18h 
Till, with a deep-drawn figh, he rais'd his head, 
And thus, benignant, to the priſoner ſaid: 
Declare, unhappy, nor the truth ſuppreſs; 

And if we right have heard, thy guilt confeſs. 215 
At this the faithleſs friend, low-bending, preſs'd 
His knee to earth, and thus his lord addreſs'd. 

To err is ſtill the lot of man below: 
But hence the good, from wicked minds, v we know; 
The laſt, by nature prone to every fault, 220 
At once give way to evil's firſt aſſault. 
} The good for brave defence their weapons wield, 

L But, if the foc be ſtrong, no leſs they yield. 

Hadſt thou, O prince! conſign d to my command 

| Some frontier-poſt, and had my daſtard hand 

4 Without reſiſtance given the hoſtile powers 

To plant the ſtandard on thy conquer” d towers; 

: Then might the fouleſt curſe purſue my name, = 
: The traitor's danger and the coward's ſhame. _—_ 
N But, if compeIl'd to yield, not blame would meet, 230 
But praiſe itſelf might follow ſuch defeat. 

ö 'Twas mine to guard my faith from mental foes, 

1 like ſome ſtrong fort which numerous troops en- 
| Cloſe. ; ey 
J Wh 


w 8 
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With all the force ſupply'd me from above 


By Heaven's ſupreme decree, full long I ſtrove 23; 


To guard the fortreſs, till my vigour fail'd, 


And the ſtrong toe with ſtronger arms prevail d. 


Thus Odorico ſpoke ; and more he ſaid 
To prove what mighty power his faith betray'd; 


With every art of ſoothing ſpeech addreſs'd, 240 
He ſought to move his injur'd prince's breaſt: 
While good Zerbino ſtood in deep ſuſpenſe, 


Or to forgive, or puniſh ſuch offence. 


; Thoughts of the heavy crime now ſcem'd to \ wake 
: His ſteeping wrath, the traitor's life to take: 245 : 
| Now dear remembrance of their friendſhip paſi, 
Which, till that fatal chance, ſo firm could laſt, 
5 With pity 5 ſtream reſentment” $ flame ſuppreſo d, 


; And nouriſh'd mercy in his generous breaſt. 


While, unreſoly'd, Zerbino ſtill remains 3 20 


To free th' offender, or to hold | in chains; 
By death to ſweep him from his ſight, or give 

| The wretch i in lengthen'd ſufferings yet to live, 
Behold, loud neighing, comes th' affrighted ſeed, 
NOOR Mandricardo from "is bridle Wan 255 


—_— —— 


— 
— 


1 = 


Ver. - 54 | Behold ou fbi, &c. 1 "Sow Book xxiii. ver. 67 3. 
where Mandricardo takes away Gabrina? J bridle, ; 


And 


N XXIV. {ORLANDO FURIOSO, = OY 
And with him bears the beldame pale for breath, 
Whole guile had nearly wrought Zerbino's death, 
The roving palfrey, from a diſtant ground 

| Ihe courſer hears, and ſeeks the kindred ſound. 
Soon as Zerbino thither turns his eyes, 260 
le lifts his hands in praiſes to the ſkies, - 

| : For two ſo wicked to his power reſign'd, 

ö | Whoſe deeds deſery'd his deepeſt hate to find. 
The noble knight that impious crone detains: 
And now he ponders with himſelf what pains 265 
Her crimes ſhould meet; to lop her noſe and ears, 
I Jo make her piece meal die, at firſt appears 

| A juſt decree; to give her limbs for food 

ö To gorge the hungry vultures ſcreaming brood. 
1 Now this, now that, his wavering thoughts revolve; 

| At length determin' d, fix his laſt reſolye: 271. 
| Then, turning to his friends, he cries—[ give 

ö My free conſent the faithleſs youth ſhall live, 

1 hough ſuch offence may ſcarce forgiveneſs. gain, 
At leaſt it merits not ſevereſt pain, 22753 
Still let him live, and freed, my mercy prove, of 
Since well I know his crime the crime of love. 

Love hasere this a firmer boſom brought 


To guilt x more deep than Odorico's fault, . 
0 N4 Which 
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Which now we judge to him let grace be ſhown 280 
The ſuffering ſhould be mine, and mine alone. 


Blind as I was, ſo vaſt a truſt to yield, 


Vet knew how flame can catch the ſtubble field! 

| To Odorico then—Be this thy doom, | 
The penance of thy deed—thy taſk to come; 285 
5 One circling year this woman s ſteps attend, 
From all that ſeek her life, her life defend ; 
Her foes be thine—and range, at her command, 


The realms of ſpacious France, from land to land. 


Zierbino thus: and him, who for his crime 290 


Deſerv'd his death, he gave ſome future time 
To certain fate; expos'd | in every ſhape 
To perils human wit could ne er eſcape. 

So oft ſome ill- ſtarr'd knight, or wife, or maid, 9 
Her arts had ruin'd, and her guile betray d; 29; 
Who' er her ſafety watches, riſks his life 
With wandering knights i in many a dangerous ſtrife | 


Thus each was Juſtly puniſh'd—ſhe for crimes 


That long for vengeance cry'd in former times, 


While he, for her defence who wrongly ſtood, 300 


In ſome ſtern fight muſt ſhed his vital blood. 


EY ſolemn oath Zerbino fram'd to bind 
The recreant knight to keep the terms enjoin d; 


= And 
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And vow'd, if &er he broke the faith he Frare, 
And fell again the captive of his power, 305 

No longer prayer or mercy,to regard, 

| But with his death his perjury reward. 

| Then to Almonio and his friend he made 

gu to free their priſoner; theſe obey'd 

| With ſlow reluctance ; either griey'd to find 310 

7 Himſelf defrauded of revenge deſign d. 

Ind now the faithlefs knight the place forſook, 

| And with him thence that aged beldame took. 
What chanc'd to theſe, no further Turpin writes, 

- But thus another bard the tale recites: | "S153 

3 The bard(his_ name untold) has thus declar' dr: 

N Ere theſe together one day” 8 journey ber d, 

1 alſe Odorico, deaf to every call 

Or plighted faith, to free himſelf from thrall, 28 

Around Gabrina' 8 neck a halter flung, ow 
| And to an elm the crone deteſted hung; 

And thence a twelvemonth (but unknown the place) 

| Almonio made him run the ſelt-ſame race. 

| Zerbino, who the Paladin purſues _ 
With carneſt ſearch, and fears the track to loſe, 325 | 

| Now ſends A meſſage to his martial train, 


Anxious what cauſe could thus their Jord detain. 


186 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. xx 


The earl had vow'd; and hence till thrice the day 
5 Had roſe and ſet, the prince decreed to ſtay, 


And to the ſquadrons his return delay. 3 = $408 


To good Almonio he his charge declares, 
Which now to tell, the muſe for haſte forbears. 
To good Almonio is Corebo join'd, 330 


And Iſabella ſole remains behind. 


Great was the love Zerbino had profeſs'd, 
And great in Ifabella' s tender breaſt 
For brave Orlando; great was either's zeal. 


To learn what chance the virtuous earl befel, 33; 


So late unhors'd: three days to' await the knights, 
Whoſe fearleſs arm rejects the ſword in fight, 


In every place through which Orlando pb, 
His hapleſs way Zerbino followin g trac'd: 


At length he came, where midſt the lonely grove, 
The fair ingrate had carv'd the notes of love. 
The ſpring diſturb'd; the trees, and cave he vie wd 
| Thoſe lopt and rooted, this in fragments hew'd. 346 


Not far he ſaw a ſudden gleam and light, 


And firſt the warrior-cuiraſs ſtruck his ſight: 
T he helmet next—not that which fam'd of yore, 
The e haughty African, Almontes Wore. 1 


a a — — 
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_* MannRicarbo. 


15 He 


1 Howe' er they weigh d the ſigns with anxious 


Orlando from his better ſenſe diajoin? d. 
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| le heard a courſer in the woods conceal'd 

I Repeated neigh, and now advanc'd, beheld 

1 Where Brigliadoro graz'd the verdant plain, 

| \While. from his ſaddle hung the looſen'd rein. 

N [le Durindana ſought, and ſoon he found 355 
The word, unſheath' d, lie uſeleſs on the 3 

| He ſaw the ſurcoat, which in pieces ſtrow' d, 


| The N retched earl had ſcatter'd through the wood, 


With Iſabella now Zerbino gaz d 


f In ſad ſuſpenſe, while every object rais d 5 360 
| A ſecret tear, yet little they divin d 


mind) 


4 One drop of blood diſcover'd on the plain 

Had imag'd to their thoughts the champion lain. 
And now a ruſtic hind with headlong pace e 
| Approach” d, deep terror on his bloodleſs face, : 
Who late in ſafety from a rock's tall height, 

| beheld the wretched madman' s frantic might; 

| How from his limbs he drew his veſt and arms, 370 
| And ſhepherds flew, and wrought a thouſand harms. 
he certain tidings to Zerbino gives, 

By ho, fill d with wonder, ſcarce the truth believes, 


Thou 0 
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| | Though clear the Pproofs—the GN $ tale he 
| | | | | | hears = | 

With pitying heart, and lates his ſeat | in tears. 37; 


He lights to gather from the woodland ground 
The warlike relicks widely ſcatter'd round. 
With him the gentle fair her ſteed forſakes, 
And from the ground the arms and veſtment takes; 
When, lo! appears a dame i in looks diſtreſt, 380 


Sighs frequent burſting from her mournful breaſt: 


If any aſk who thus her woes deplor'd, 
Twas Flordelis, who rov'd to ſeek her lord; 
For Brandimart, departing thence unknown, 


Had left the fair i in Paris' regal town; e 385 
- | e Where ſeven or eight long moons the mourner 
* ſtay d; 


But when ſhe found his wiſh” 4 return delay'd, 

From ſea to ſea ſhe paſs d, from plain to plain, 
Far as the hills that ſever France from Spain; 
All parts ſhe ſearch' d, but where eſtrang ; d from 

| 1 home ; 1 390 

. He liv'd i in old Atlantes magic : dome; 


14 5 | 


1 —— — — — . _ — — — — q X at 


| Ver. 38 83. *T was Flordleliv, Kc. J In che Wüth Book, ver. 604 
4 Flordelis is mentioned to have left Paris i in ſearch of her huſband 
Bra ndimart, who was gone after Orlando, | 7 
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Where, with Rogero Brandimart detain'd, 


; Where, with Orlando ſtern Ferrau remain'd. 

£ But when Aſtolpho, with his wondrous blaſt, | 

, Had driv'n the ſorc'rer from his ſeats aghaſt, 395 
| To Paris Brandimart again return d, | 
Unknown to her, who {ill his abſence mourn'd. 

: Thus lovely Flordelis, to chance reſign'd, 

1 Zerbino and his Iſabella j join“ d: 
| Too well the Brigliadoro knew, who ray d 400 
Without his lord, and, ah! with grief ſurvey'd 

b Each cruel object, while ſhe heard relate 

The dreadful ſequel of Orlando' State,” 

Who rov'd, of ſenſe diſtraught, from place to place, 


. A wretched outcaſt of the human race. 405 8 


Zerbino now the arms together drew, 


ö And fix d them on a pine in open view, 
A wrophy fair! and, leſt ſome? venturous knight 
| Native or ſtranger born) on theſe ſhould light, 
The verdant rind this ſhort inſcription bore: 410 
| [HESE ARMS THE PALADIN ORLANDO. WORE. 
: As if he faid—Let none theſe arms remove, 


| But ſuch as dare Orlando s fury prove. 


This pious taſk perform'd, the prince with ſpeed - 


?repar'd to 122 71 but, ere he rein d his ſteed, 415 


Fi jerce 


190 | ORLANDO FURIOSO. 5 B. XXIV. 

Fierce Mandricardo came, who, when he turn'q 

And ſaw the trunk with thoſe rich ſpoils adorn'g, 
He afſk'd from whende, and who ſuch arms diſpood, d, 
To whom Zerbino, all he knew, diſclos' CT 


z The Pagan king 0 'erjoy'd, no longer ſtay d, 420 | 
- Approach' d the pine, then ſeiz' d the ſword, and ſaid, 1 


Let raſhly none preſume my deed to blame, 
T his fatal blade by law of arms I claim: 
Long, long ere now this gallant ſword was won, 
And ſtill, where'er 1 find, 1 claim my own. 12; 
: Orlando, fearing to defend his right, 0 
Has feign'd his madneſs but to ſhun the fight: 
| Then 0 her efore ſhould 1 now forbear to take 
Ww hat coward baſeneſs urg 'd him to ſorſake? | 


Raſh knight, refrain—nor think (Zerbino eries) 2 


W ithout diſpute, to ſnatch the glorious prize. Bl 
If ſuch thy claim to Hector's arms, then know 


1 was thett, not valour, did thoſe ; arms s beſtow. 


— 


— — 


Ve 416. Fi "Ierce e See Book Xxili. ver. 1 55 
| where Mandricardo i is laſt mentioned. 


Ver. 424. "Long, long ere this the gallant feord: Was Won; | 
5 Mandric ardo ſeems to mean that he had proved his title to the ſword, 
by the perilous adventure which he encountered at the caſtle of the 
Syrian Fairy, where he conquered the armour of Hector. The 
fiory i ts told at large i in the note 70 Book xiy, ver. 240. 


No 


Etc 
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No more was ſaid; for each with equal heat, 
And equal courage, ſprings his foe to meet. 435 
Scarce is the fight begun, when echo'd round 
A hundred blows their poliſh'd arms reſound. 
| Where Durindana threatens trom on high, 
Jerbino feems a rapid flame to fly 
The falling ſtroke, whene'er to ſhun the ſteel 440 
Light as a deer he makes his courſer wheel. 
| Behoves him now his utmoſt {kill t employ, 
| Since, from that edge, accuſtom'd to deſtroy, 


| One wound might ſend him to the dreary grove, 


; Where love-lorn ghoſts through ſhades of myrtle 


| As Wiel from the herd, the nimble hound 


_ ades the boar, and cautious circling round, 


WE bits every fide, but fill maintains the field, 


= By turns aſſaulting, and by turns repell d. 


— n „ 2 


| Ver. 443. 
tolls us, that the Shafts of departed lovers were thus diſpoſed of. 
Hic, ques durus amor crudeli tabe peredit, 

deereti celant calles, et myrtea circum 

Silva tegit. — 


The fouls, whom that unhappy flame invades, TD 
In ſecret ſolitude and myrtle macken l 
Make endleſs moan.— 


DART DEN. 


80 


5 ſhades of myrtle— | Virgil in his . «th Zneid 
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So brave Zerbino, as the (word deſcends, 450 | 
Or threats aloft, with warieſt heed attends ; | | 
Honour and life to guard, his ſharpen'd eyes 

Watch every ſtroke, and as he ſtrikes he flies, | 
Thus he; while fiercely as the Pagan foe wm 


0 Whirls his dread ſword, and gives or fails the blow, 


He ſeems a whirlwind that from Heaven deſeends, 
And tw xt two Alpine hills the foreſt rends; ; 
Now, bent to earth, the trees deep groaning bears, | 
N ow from the trunks the ſhatter'd branches tears. | 
Though oft Zerbino turn'd afide, or fled - _ 460 | 
" - THE trenchant blade, at length the Pagan ſped | I 
Yo. downw ard ſtroke, that with full force impreſt 
5 Between the ſword and buckler, reach'd his breatt. 
Strong was the corllet, firong the plated mail,” 
With texture firm; ;yet all could nought avail 465 
Againſt the blade, that thundering from above, 


: Through plate and mail, and ſhatter' d corſlet drove. 


Ihe ſword fell ſhort, elſe had the ſtroke defign'd 

| Cleft all the knight, yet reach'd fo far to find 469 
"The naked part, whence from the ſhallow wound, | | 
'A ſpan j in length, the warm blood trickling round | 


Stray'd o'er his mining arms, and ſtain d the | 


| ground. EE 1 „ 


„ 
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y haye I ſeen a ſilken floweret ſpread, 
And dye the filver veſt with bluſhing red, 


Wrought by her ſnowy hand with matchleſs art, 47 5 


That hand, whoſe whiteneſs oft has pierc'd m 7 heart. 
Ah! what avails the good Zerbino now 

Courage to dare, or ſtrength to urge the blow, 
Though maſter of the war? — Here virtue faibd, 


Where ſtron ger arms and ſtronger? nerve prevail'd. 480 | 


Slight was the wound, though by the crimſon hue 
Not light it ſeem'd, but, ſtartled at the view, 

Pale Iſabella” s heart, with fear oppreſt, 

All cold and trembling, ſunk within her breaſt. 

Zerbino, fir d with generous thirſt of fame, 485 
| With deep reſentment flung, and conſcious ſhame, 
| Rais'd both his hands, and with redoubled might, 
| Struck on the helmet of the Tartar knight. 
"The ſtaggering Saracen the weight confeſs'd, 


\ And to the ſaddle bow'd his haughty creſt: "2005 - 


ir enchanted caſque made every weapon vain, | 
Elſe that dire ſtroke had cleft him to the brain. 
Impatient for revenge, the Pagan lord _ 

Againſt Zerbino' s helmet rais'd the ſword. 


Zerbino, who the foe” s intent beheld, 495 


4 Swift to the right his well-taught courſer wheel d; 


Vor: . 8 Yet 
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Yet not ſo fwift, nor - could he ſhun ſo well 
The biting edge, which on his buckler fell, 


But through the plates from fide to fide it as | 
And deep beneath his mailed gauntlet rent; 300 


Laj d bare his arm, then glancing downward found 


His ſieel-clad thigh, and deep impreſs” d a wound, 
N ow here, now there, Zerbino ſtrikes in vain; 
The foe's tough arms, unhurt, the ſtroke gs: 
Fach paſs he tries; ; NO paſs the plates afford, 505 
And harmleſs from the furface bounds the Word. 
Not 0 the Tartar king his fiercer might 
W ith ſuch advantage urg'd th' unequal fight; 
Seven times his ſteel has drunk Zerbino's blood, | 
Has piere d or cleft his ſhield, his helmet hew'd. 510 | 
By flow degrees life's iſfuing current drains I 
N His ebbing ſtrength, but dauntleſs he remains: i 
His vigorous heart, Atill nouriſh'd with the flame : 
Of inbred worth, ſupports his feeble frame. = 
Sad Ifabella, now with fears diſtreſs' d, 515 
- To Doralis her carneſl ſuit addreſs'd; 
i By every power adjur'd her to fuppieſs | 
The battle's rage, and turn their ſtrife to peace. 
: Courteous as fair, and doubting yet th! event 


of combat, Doralis with glad conſent ow 
tv 
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To Iſabella yielding, ſoon inclin'd 
To friendly truce her valiant lover's mind. 

Not leſs Zerbino calm'd his vengetul heart 
For her he lov'd, conſenting to depart 
W here“ er ſhe led, and, at her powerful word, 525 
{Unfiniſh' d left th' adventure of the ſword, 
But Flordelis, who ill. defended view d 
Unbleſt Orlando 8 falchion, weeping ſtood. 

To wail the loſs; and oft ſhe wiſh'd that fate 


Had brought her lord to ſhare the dire debate. - 390. 


Yet could the e'er (if chance fo fair befel) 

do her lov'd Brandimart the ſtory tell; 

Stem Mandricardo, to his deadly coſt, 

Might rue that conqueſt now his dati boaſt. 


Fr "Toin morn till evening Flordelis i in vain 3555 


Still ſought her lord, from morn till eve again 


At random ſtray d, while he, whoſe loſs ſhe mourn 'd, 5 


Once more to Paris regal walls return d. 


Y long ſhe travers d mountain, hill, and wood, 


At le ngth ſhe came, where near a running flood 540 


as. - 88 
— 


Vet. 53 5. Fri morn 11 evening, Fbediv, e. Keie it 


ems that Flordelis departs without accoſting Zerbino and Iſabella, 


hom ſhe arent ſtranger. : 


| O 2 The 
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The wretched Palsdin ſhe ſaw and knew 


But let us now Zerbino' 5 tale purſue, 


Though ſcarce the noble youth his ſeat maintain; 


So faſt his blood has flow'd, ſo faſt it drains, 


Vet, ſelf-accus'd, affliction rends his 8 543 


For Durindana to the foe reſign' d: 

His pains increaſe—and ſoon with ſhortening breath, 
He feels the certain chill approach of death. 

Th' enfeebled warrior now his courſer ſtays, 

And near a fountain's fide his limbs he lays. 55 
Ah! what avails the wretched virgin's g grief: > 
What can the here to vield her lord relief? 
| In deſert wilds for want ſhe ſees him die, 


No friend to help, no peopled dwelling nigh, 


| Where ſhe, for pity or reward, might find $59 


Some eilful leech, his ſircaming wounds to bind. 
In vain ſhe weeps in vain with frantic cries 
She calls on Fortune, and condemns the ies. 


Why was I not in ſurging waters loſt, 


When firſt my veſſel left Galicia's coaſt?. 50 


9 


Ver. 542. But let us now Zerbino's tale purſue] He return: 
to Flordelis, Book xxix, ver. 297. and to Mand ricardo! in tht 
| Goth verſe of this book, 


Zerbing | 


N ·˙ >. 
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Zerbino, as his dying eyes he turn d | 
On her, while thus her cruel fate ſhe mourn d. 
More felt her ſorows, than the painful ſtrife 
Of nature ſtruggling on the verge of life. 

My heart's ſole treaſure! may'ſt thou ſtill (he 
R ſaid) es 565 
| When I, alas! am number d with the dead, 

* Preſerve my love—think not for death [ grieve; 
| But thee, thus guideleſs and forlorn [ leave, 
: Weighs heavy here -O] were my mortal date 


: Prolong'd. to ſee thee } in a happier ſtate, - . 


* Bleſt were this awful hour—content 1 in death, 


| On that lov'd boſom to reſign my breath. 

| But ſummon'd now at Fate' 8 unpitying call, 
J Unknown what future lot to thee may fall— 
1 By thoſe ſoft lips, by thoſe fond eyes I ſwear, 57 5. - 
ö By thoſe dear locks that could my heart enſnare! 
Deſpairing to the ſhades of night | I go, 

| Where thoughts of thee, left to a world of woe, 
| Shall rend this faithful breaſt with deeper pains 
Than all that hell's avenging realm contains. 380 


8 


— 
_—y ns * 3 — — * . * hy — 


| Ver. ER —hell's avenging reatin=? We muſt always rec. 
|  niember that the Italian poets, without ſcruple, make ule of the 5 old 
| Pagan ee 
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At this, ſad Iſabella pour'd a ſhower 
Of trickling tears, and lowly bending o'er, 

Cloſe to his mouth her trembling lips ſhe laid, 
His mouth now pale like ſome fair roſe decay'd; 
A vernal roſe, that, cropt before the time, 58. 
Bends the green ſtalk, and withers ere its prime. 
Think not (ſhe ſaid), life of my breaking heart 

Without thy Iſabella to depart: 

Let no ſuch fears thy dying boſom rend: = 
Where'er thou go'ſt, my ſpirit ſhall attend: 590 
: One hour to both ſhall like diſmiſſion Ne, 
Shall fix our doom, in future worlds to live, 

And part no more — when ruthleſs death ſhall cloſe: 

| Thy fading eyes that moment ends my woes! 15 
-Or ſhould [ ſtill ſurvive that ſtroke of grief, 359 
At leaſt thy ſword will yield a ſure relief. 
And, ah! I truſt, reliev'd from mortal ſlate, | 
Each breathleſs corſe ſhall meet a milder ate, 
When ſome, in pity of our hapleſs doom, 
May cloſe our bodies 1 in one peaceful tomb. 600 | 
Thus ſhe; and while his throbbing, pulſe ſhe feels 
: Weak, and more weak, as death relentleſs ſteals 
Fach vital ſenſe, with her ſad lip ſhe drains 

The laſt faint breath of life that yet remains. 
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| Toraiſe his feeble voice, Zerbino try'd— 605 
charge thee now—O ! lov'd in death (he cry'd). 
| By that affection which thy boſom bore, 

| When, for my fake, thou left'ſt thy father's ſhore, 
And, if a truth like mine ſuch power can give, 
| While Heaven ſhall pleaſe—I now command thee, | 
live, TE ro e 610 
| But never be it from thy thought 1 remoy'd, 

| That, much as man can love, Zerbino lov'd. 

Fear not but Gow, in time, will ſuccour lend, 

From every ill thy virtue to defend; 
| As once he ſent the Roman knight to fave 615 
| Thy vouth unfriended from the robbers cave : bo 
| As from the ſeas he drew thee ſafe to land, 
And ſnatch' d thee from th' impure Biſcayner's 8 hand: 
| And when at laſt all other hopes we loſe, 
[ Be death the laſt {fad refuge that we chuſe. 620 
] Thus ſpokethe dying knight; but ſcarce wereheard 
| His latter words i in accents weak preferr'd. 
| Here ended life— 


1 When oil or wax no more the flame ſupplies. 


the light ſo drooping ties 


— — 
— 
o N — — — — — 
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Ver. 623. Here ended 4.— The death of Zerbino, with all 
| the attendant circumſtances, is one of thoſe 1 paſſages ſo admired 

3 by the Italians, and which, if the tranſlator has done any juſtice to 
bis wihor, cannot fail ſtrongly to affect the Engliſh reader. 


D+- What 
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What tongue can tell how mourn'd the wretched 
maid, 623 | 
What plaints ſhe utter'd, and what tears ſhe ſhe, 
When i in her arms her dear Zerbino lay, 

Alli icy cold, a lump of lifeleſs clay ! 

| Prone on the bleeding corſe herſelf ſhe threw, 
| Claſp'd his ſtiff limbs, and bath' d WOT tender | 


dew: 2 N | 630 


* 


She rav'd ſo loud, that all the plains around, 
And woods, re-echo'd the diſtreſsful ſound: 
Nor her white breaſt, nor r blooming cheeks the 
ſpares, 
J But crue] that ſhe ſtrikes, and theſe ſhe tears; z 
She rends her golden locks, that know not blam e, 635 
5 Invoking, vainly, oft the much lov'd name; 
And, little mindful of Zerbino' J charge, 
His ſword had {et her frantic ſoul at large, 
5 But, lo! a hermit, wont each ſtated day, 
To the clear fount to bend his lonely way, _ 640 
Came from his neighbouring dwelling, timely {ent 
By Heaven s high will t' oppoſe her dire intent. 
This reverend man, in whom at once were join d 
A lage e and a gentle mind, Ro 
| Whoſe 
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| Whoſe hallow'd wiſdom all examples knew, 645 

And brought, as in a mirror, theſe to view; 
Now, with a pious healing hand, addreſs'd 

The balm of patience to her wounded breaſt, 

And many a woman bright! in virtue nam 'd; 

| In either volume's* ſacred text proclaim” „ 650 
| He ſhow” d how vain our ſearch of bliſs is ſpent, 


; When Gop alone can yield us true content ; 


| That earth's enjoy ments, ever ſhifting, leave 


| The wiſh unſated, and the hope decgive. 


. wrought ſo far, with mild perſuaſion s breath, 655 


| To change her heart ſo lately fix'd on death, 

| And raiſe her wiſh to quit this vale of frife, * | 
And dedicate to Gop her future life. = 
Yet would ſhe never baniſh from her mind 


© Zerbino's love, or leave his corſe behind, - B00 


ö Refoly'd through all her pilgrimage to bear 

| With her the relicks of a form ſo dear, 
hen, by the hermit's aid, who ſhow'din age 

A ſtrength of limb his years could ill preſage, 


Zerbino on his penſive ſteed ſhe laid, i 


And rarer d many a mile the woodland ſhade. 


— 


Orp any New TesTament. 
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The cautious hermit led not to his cell, : 
The lovely maid, with him alone to dwell, In 
Where ſtood his manſion in the neighbourin g del. BY 
His thoughts ſuggeſt—that hand we juſtly blame 670 IM ? 
Which bears at once the fuel and the flame, \ BY 
Nor would in prudence or in years confide, 
- By ſuch a proof to find his virtue try 'd; | 
But meant to lead her to Provence, where ſiood, ö 0 
Near fam'd Marſeilles, a holy houſe, endow'd 673 | | 
W ith wealthy gifts, whoſe ſpacious walls contain'd, | 
Of heaven-devoted dames, a ſaint-like band. 
Awhile their ſteps a friendly caſtle ſtay'd, T 
\ 


| Where, in a ſable coffin clos'd, they laid 679 
„he laughter a and 58 eee d. 


Ver. 667. The cautious ir hermit—) 80 115 a turn given to he 
narrative, after ſo beautiful and affecting a cataſtrophe, will, I fear, 
diſguſt the reader; ; but, at the ſame time, as it ſtrongly marks the 
general complexion of the early Italian poets of this claſs, and more 
eſpecially the genius of Arioſto, it was not thought allowable to 
omit the paſſage. Theſe are among the parts alluded to by Graxina, 
who accuſes Arioſto of «+ ſometimes mingling ludicrous reflections | 
or r alluſions with ſerious matter.” Sce the Preface. 


| "Yer | 680. ——— thence. convey 2 In the time of Arioſto 
Joan, queen of Caſtile, in like manner carried with her, in a coflin, 


the body of her dead buſband, Philip of Auſtria. 375 
| 5  Zarri. WM 
A ſpa- ; 


— —— 
—— creme 
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A ſpacious tract of land, day following day, 
Through the lone wild and leaſt frequented way, 
They ſtrove to paſs unknow n, ſecure from harms, 
Now all the country round was fill'd with arms. 

\t length a knight they met, who ka M7 their 

courſe 1 685 
| iv ith brutal inſult and unmanly force: 
Of him ſome fitter time the muſe ſhall tell, 


Now turn to what the T artar king befel. 


Ihe battle -nded thus. his generous ſteed 
"The warrior from the reins and ſaddle treed, 6901 


And turn 'd him looſe to graze the flowery mead. * 
Pleas d with the fair retreat, his limbs he laid 

Belide the ſtream beneath the cooling ſhade; | 

But lay not long, ere from a diſtant height 

| Deſcending to the plain, appear'd a knight: 695. 
im, ſoon as Doralis beheld, ſhe knew, 

| And pointing out to Mandricardo's view, 

Unleſs the diſtant ſight deceive my eyes, 

Lo! yonder comes fierce Rodomont (ſhe cries). 


To vive thee combat from the Hill he ſpeeds, 700 


1 And well ſuch combat now * Ah proweſs needs; 29h, 


ao 


——— 


OC xd 


Ver. 688. New turn to cola the Fartar Ling befel, ] He re· 
uns to Iſabellu and the hermit, Book xxviii. ver. 676. 


Rage 
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Rage for n my loſs, affianc'd to his bed, 


Nas drawn down all his vengeance on thy head. 


As the bold hawk*a fiercer mien aſſumes, 


Lifts his high head, and ſpreads his ruffled plumes, 


If chance ſome birds of houſehold breed he ſpies 706 
(The ſtarling, duck, or dove) before him riſe: 


. So Mandricardo, well aſſur'd to bear 
From Rodomont the bloody wreaths of war, e 
With j Joy exulting, mounts his ſteed again, 710] 
His feet the ſtirrups preſs, his hand the rein. 


And now the wrathful chiefs approach' d ſo near, 
That each the other 8 threatening words might heat. 


The king 9 of Algiers ſhook his haughty head, 
” War'd his right arm, and thus aloud he ſaid: 
Soon ſhall I make thee rue thy fatal j Joy, 

Who for a ſhort-liv'd gift, and amorous toy, +. 
Haſt dar'd t inſult a prince, whoſe powerful hand 
Shall wreak the vengeance that ſuch wron gs demand 
3 T hen Mandricardo thus —In vain he tries 90 

To ſhake my courage who with threats defies. 3 
| Women and boys are ſcar' d with ſeeming harms, 
Or thoſe that ne'er were bred to uſe of arms: 
| | N ot ſuch am Lu. hoſe ſoul no terror knows, 


The hour of combat: is to me repoſe. 35 
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on foot, on horſe, difarm' d, or arm'd, I dare, 

| [n the cloſe liſt, or open field of War. 

E Rage follows rage, and threatenings threatenings 
breed; 

| Their fookds are drawn, and thundering ſtrokes ſuc- 

| ceed. 

| Like winds that firſt but hi per through the brake, 

Next the high tops of elms or beeches ſhake; 731 

| Then whirl the gathering duſt aloft in air, 

: Swgep cots away, and lay the foreſt bare; 

In tempeſts kill the flocks that graze the plain, 

ö And whelm the veſſels i in the howling main. 735 

| Theſe Pagan knights, whoſe like could ne 'er be found 


| Through all the realms for deeds of arms renown n'd, 


ö ver. 727. —In the clofe liſt, or open fields of war,] This ſpeech 
| of Mandricardo is in the ſpirit of Hector to Ajax, before the ſingle 


— 


N combat between them. e had defied him with baughtineſs, to 


1 which he replies: 
Me, as a boy or woman meals has fright, 
New to the field, and trembling at the fight? 
Thou meet'ſt a chief deſerving of thy arms. 1 
To combat born, and bred amidſt alarms: 
I know to ſhift my ground, remount the car, 
Turn, charge, and anſwer every call of war; 
To right, to left, the dextrous lance to wield, 
And bear wiel battle on my ſounding ſhield, 


Porx“ I Thad, Book vii. ver. 285. 4 
| With 


— bs << _—_— — 1 
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. The crupper of his ſtoed his helm receiv 'd; 
He loſt bis ſtirrups, and his ſcat had loſt, 
_ Evnin her fight w hoſe love he valu' d moſt; 755 
But asa bow of temper d ſteel, conſtrain " Eo 
To yield reluctant to a potent hand, 
The more it bends, the ſtronger 2 5 when releas d, 


It ſprings, and ſends the lhaft with - ſrength in- 


With dauntleſs hearts and many a dreadful ſtroke. As 
Purſu'd a fight that well their race beſpoke. Re 
With horrid clangor oft their falchions meet; 74, WM 
Earth ſeems to groan and ſhake beneath their feen St. 
ö While, from their batter'd armour, frequent fly T 
The fie ry ſparks, aſcending to the ſky. 3 
On either fide alike the knights afſail i B. 
The plates to ſever, or to rend the mail. 5 70 | 

| Each inch of ground they guard with equal care, | 
Andin a narrow orb contract the war. | B 
Amidſt a thouſand aim'd, the Tartar bends | 1 
A ſtroke, that driv'n with both his hands, deſcends | ] 
On Sarza's front—the many-colour'd light 750 © 
Now ſkims i in miſt before his dazzled fight. Ef 
| Back fell the African, of ſenſe bereay' d, g 1 


creas d: 
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| Again the Pagan riling from the blow, 760 
| Return'd redoubled vengeance on his * 

where late himſelf the hoſtile weapon felt, 


Stern Rodomont on Mandricardo dealt 


| The furious blade ; the blade no entrance found; 


| The Trojan caſque ſecur'd the knight from wound; 


But ſcarce the Tartar, ww ith the blow bereay' d 7 66 
| Of fight and ſenſe, the day from night perceiv'd. 
5 bile Rodomont repeated { ſtrokes beſtow'd, 


| And on his helmet laid the furious load; 


The Tartar' 8 courſer, that beheld with fear e 
| The | hoſtile ſteel which hiſs' d aloft in air, 

| With his own fate his rider s ſafety bought: 

| For while to ſhun the fearful noiſe he ſought, 

ö Tull on his neck deſcends the * eighty ſword, : 

| And giv es to him the wound delign' d his lord: 


| le w anted Hector 8 helm his head to ſhield, 
And hence he fell—but inſtant trom the field 
| Rais“ d on his feet, again v ith fearleſs look 


; Bold Mandricardo Durindana ſhook : 


| Rage ſwell dhis brealt to view his courſer ſlain; "TS: 


| While Rodomont on him with looſen'd rein 
| lmpell d his ſteed; but Mandricardo ſtood, 
| Firm as some rock amidſt the billowy flood ; 
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Was laid the courſer of the Sarzan foe. 785 
Sudden the king of Algiers left his ſteed: 
His feet as ſwiftly from the ſtirrups fred, 


An equal bebt; no leſs the Tartar's rage 


Fierce and more fierce the burning combat grows. 
But, lo! an envoy came from Afric's bands, 5 
With numbers more diſpatch'd thro Gallia 5 lands, 

Back to their banners every chief to call, 

N : And private knight, when need requir'd them all: 
7 For bex, whoſe arms the golden lily bore, 7% 
8 Had i in their works belieg' d the Pagan power; ; 
2 And did not ſpeedy aid retrieve their fame, 


; Deſtruction ſoon muſt whelm the Mooriſh name. 


: By arms and veſtment well the warriors knew; 
But more he knew them by their force in field, 


And weapons, which like theirs, no hands could 


He dares not ruſh between their wrathful Fords, 


: And truſt the privilege bis x name affords: 1 805 
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While, with his lord o 'erthrown, extended low 


And ſtood recover'd with the foe to wage 


His rival met 


Now blows ſucceeding blows, 790 


The truſty herald, as he nearer drew, 80 i 


W ield. 


A g : f g 


1 Cures, 8 
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To Doralis he haſtens firſt to tell 

W. hat deep miſchance the Saracens befel; 

low Agramant, Marfilius, and their train, 

With Stordilano } Join d, a ſiege ſuſtain 

From Chriſtian Charles; and will d her to relate 8 10 
o either combatant their ſovereign” s ſtate. 

| He ſaid—the damſel with undaunted breaſt. 
Between them ſtept, and in theſe words addreſs d. 

| [charge ye, by the love which well I know 

Jo me ye bear, your ſwords your courage ſhow 815 
1” aſſert a nobler cauſe—be now diſplay'd 

our mutual worth our friendly camp to aid ; 

Were the brave Saracens beſieg'd, await 


Your ſaving arm, or ſome diſaſtrous fate. 


The herald then his embaſly reveal'd, 820 


| And letters gave to Ulien' s offspring* R ſeal d 
From king Troyano's ſon; when either knight 
\greed to calm his wrath, and ſtay the fight; 

And fix the truce, till ſome propitious hour 

Should raiſe the ſiege, and tree the ſuffering Moor. 
The fiege once rais'd, no longer either breaſt 826 
hall let revenge, or rival hatred reſt, 
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But rage anew, till, mutual valour try d, 


Their fatal title to the dame decide. 


Thus they; and ſhe to whom their faith they 


vow'd, | 55 


The ſacred pledge for either warrior ſtood. 


But Diſcord ſtern, whoſe unrelenting mind 


Abhor'd all treaties that to peace inclin'd, 


And Pride no leſs, the friendly terms oppos 4 


is 


; 3 hat thus in hated league their anger clos'd. 83; 


But theſe 1 in vain, with force combin'd, affaild, 


Where Love's reſiſtleſs power o'er all prevail'd: 


fe bent his bow, his arrows ſwiftly flew, 


Till Pride and Diſcord from the field withdrew: 
The truce confirm'd by her w hoſe ſovereign ſway 840 
Compeil d each hardy champion to obey. 
One warlike ſeed they miſs'd, for in the ashi 


Lay de ad the courſer of the Tartar knight ; 


W hen chither gallant Brigliadoro ſtray” d, 


Who cropt, beſide the ſtream, the verdant glade. 845 
Since here the book concludes, permit me here 


To pauſe, and fora while the tale defer. 


END OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 
RoGEks goes, with the damſel, to deliver the youth who was con- 
demned to die. Tale of Richardetto and Flordeſpina. Rogero 

and Richardetto arrive at the caſtle of Agriſmont, where they are 
entertained by Aldiger of the houſe of Clarmont. Aldiger gives 

| Richardetto unwelcome tidings of their kinſmen Malagigi and Vi. 
vian, who were priſoners to Lanfuſa, the mother of Ferrau. Ro- 

gero engages to ſet them at liberty. Rogero's letter to Brada- 
mant to excuſe his abſence. Rogero, Richardetto, and Aldiger, 
ſet out next day to reſcue Malagigi and Vivian from the hands of 
, in, „ 


THE 
TWENTY-FIFTH BOOK 


OF 


— 


ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


8 


IE thirſt of honour and the force of love 
| Eternal ſtrife in youthful boſoms moye N 


Nor yet 18 known which moſt inclines the ſcales, 85 


Since this or tHat alike in turn prevails. 


Not little now can weigh with either knight 
To ſtay the combat, for the damſel fought, 
Till ſuccour to the Mooriſh camp was brought? 


1 Ne er had the battle TY till one ſubdu'd | 
| Had ſtain'd his rival's wreaths with vital blood ; 5 


The call of glory and the ſenſe of right, „„ 


; But love more weigh. d—and had not her commands 8 
| (Whoſe power was ſovereign) held their wrathful 
hands, N 3 | 10 | 
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And Agramant, with all his ſocial train, 
Had hop'd aſſiſtance from their arms in vain. 


Condemn not Love—if oft he merits blame, 1: 


His generous influence oft our praiſe may claim. 


All thoughts of conteſt o'er, the warlike pair 
Tow'rds Paris' walls, with her, the gentle fair, 


Direct their ſteeds: i the dwarf attends their courſe, 


! The dwark who led, to meet his rival's force, 20 

i The jealous Rodomont, nor ceas'd to trace 

L The Tartar, till he brought them face to face. 

N A meadow entering now, at eaſe they find , 

[ Four knights beſide a cryſtal fount reclin'd. 

1 | Two all unarm'd ; two wear their helmets lac' d; 

| And by their ſide a beauteous dame 1s plac” d- 

= But who the knights and dame, ſome future time 

© Shall tell—Rogero firſt demands my rhyme: 

| Rogero who, but late the tale has ſhown, | 

1 | In the deep well his magic ſhield had thrown. 30 

q DR Scarce from the well a mile Rogero paſs' d, 

; When, lo! an envoy came; (of thoſe in haſte, 

ö 8 Rs, Diſpatch d by king Troyano' 8 ſon, to claim 

| 5 His W 7 1 to retrieve the Pagan name) 

| Ver. 27. But 50 FE Jaight ard | dane, 80 He returns to 
"2 Book XXvi. ver. 498. | | 

Ver. 30. In the deep well]. Ser Book x XXU, ver. 603. ; 
j . From 
[| 
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| From him he heard the camp's diſaſtrous ſtate, 35 
Where now the powers, beſieg'd by Charles, await 
Unleſs reliev'd) the laſt diftreſ: of fate. 

At this, conflicting thoughts Rogero preſs'd, 

And rent at once his undetermin'd breaſt 

With different calls nor wh icht' attend he knows, 40 
Scarce time or place to weigh their choice allows. 

| At length the herald he diſmiſs'd, and ſped 
lis courſe-to follow where tho damſel led, 

Who urg d him on, till with the ſetting ſun 
They reach'd a city by Marſilius won 45 

b rom royal Charles, where ſtill his arms maintain'd, 

Amidſt the heart of France, his conqueſt gain'd. 

No bridge, nor portal here their haſte delay'd : 

None clos'd the portal, nor their paſſage ſtay'd; 


Though near the folle and gate was ſec! 1 to ſtand. 50 


(Jo g guard the place) an arm d and numerous band. 
The maid, his fair conductreſs, well they knew, 
And hence, unqueſtion' d, let the knight purſue 

lis purpos'd way, till to the ſquare he came, 

A nd ſaw the thronging crowd and kindled flame, 55 
Where ſtood the youth, who ſeem'd prepar 'd to wait, 


W ich downcaſt looks, his ncar- approaching fate. 
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Suffus'd in tears, Roger, with ſurpriſe, 


80 much the youth a kindred likeneſs ſhew' d: 


Or this (he cries) 1s the, or I no more 


Forbid thy knight th' adventurous deed to ſhare? 


Againſt the throngs unarm d his ſteed he guides, 


Oer many a body, preſt to earth, he rides. 
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As when, beſide a pool, the houſehold breed 
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But when, by charles: he rais'd his mournful eyes | 
Belicv d in him his Bradamant he view d; 60 


Still as he gaz'd, and gaz 'd with nearer look, 


The mien and features Bradamant beſpoke: 


Am that Rogero ! was call d before. - 65 


Through too much zeal. to give th' unhappy aid, 
She hither came, and here, by fate betray” d, 
A priſoner ſtands—Why did thy haſte, my fair, 


Yet, thanks to Heaven! that favour' d thus [ come, 
With timely ſuccour to reverſe thy doom. 71 

His ſword unſheathing with a furious look, 
(His ſpear on Pinabello 8 knights he broke) : 


With Cries the wretches fly, and all the train 


(So numerous late) are Chac'd, or maim'd, or lain, 


Of ſmaller birds 1 in flocks ſecurely feed; 
If chance a hawk, deſcending 1 from the ſkies, 80 
Amidſt them ſtrikes, and makes bis ſingle prize; 


Each 
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Fach quits his fellow, for himſelf provides, 

And from his feather'd foe for ſafety hides : 

Fo had you ſeen diſpers'd the heartleſs crew, 
hen firſt Rogero on their numbers flew : 

| From four or ſix that thence too ſlowly fled, 

At one fierce ſtr oke Rogero lopt the head: 

Cleft to the breaſt through ſome his ſteel he fonts 


217 


85 


| There, through the full; here, to the teeth it went. 


| W hat though no ponderous helms their heads encloſe, 


But lighter morions bind each wretch's brows, 


vet, were they arm d at proof, his raging blade 


91 


Through temper'd helmet had the paſſage made. 


Rogero's ſtrength, W as not the ſtrength we find | 
| In modern knights, or their degenerate kind: 

| Not ſuch the tuſky boar or r lion boaſts, 

| The fierceſt beaſt of our's, or foreign coaſts: 

. erchance the thunder may his force excel, 
Or that dire bend (not he that reigns in hell) 


But that which, arm'd with fire, my lord 8 100 


i Which drives through ſeas 5 ſkies, and all deſtroys. 


— — —ß— 


95 


Ver. 99. Or that A F end (not he that reigns in hell) 


But that which, arm*d with Are, my lord e By : 


BW theſe lines the poet is ſuppoſed to mean a large piece of artillery be. 


onging to the duke of Ferrara, which, from the vaſt execution it 


ud! in the field, had e acquired the name of the GREAT DEVIL. 
RvsceL.. 8 


Not 


4 
it 
0 


* 


218 5 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. dy. 


Not leſs than one was lain at every wound, 
But oftener two at once he hurl'd to ground: 


Now four, now five he flew ; and ſoon remain'd 


A hundred breathleſs by his fatal hand. 16; | 
1 The ſword, which from his noble fide he drew, = 
4 1 Cuts, like ſoft curd, the hardeſt ſteel in two. 1 


This ſword, the work of Falerina's kill, 8 
Was in Orgagna's garden forg'd to kill 


[ The bold Orlando: but her alter'd mind 160 
; Full ſoon repented what ſhe once deſign'd: 


For all her arts ſhe found i in vain employ d, 5 
1 5 When with this ſword her garden he deftroy' FE 
5 What horrors now, what ſlaughter muſt It yield, 


= - WW hen givnin ſuch a warrior's hand to wield! F115 
- Tf er Rogero force or r {kill poſſeſs'd, | 


To fave his miſtreſs now it ſhone confeſs'd. 
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As the poor hare defends her from the honed, 
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So from the knight the crowds their ſafety found. 


What numbers by his thundering arm lay dead! 126 


7 


But who ſhall number thoſe who trembling fled. 
Meanwhile the damſel loos'd the cruel bands 
That e held = wretched victim's hands; 
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Ver 108. — Fakrin ; „A, Kc! See note to Book xl. | 
ver. 192, for an account of this acl: enture 6 
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| ivith zealous ſpeed ſhe arm'd them for the fight, 

| The buckler grac'd his left, the ſword his right. 125 
Fir d with his wrongs, he ruſh'd with vengeful mind, 


| To yent his rage on that degenerate kind, 


Car 


Such were his deeds, as future times ſhall tell 


| That valour which he then approv'd fo well. 


| Had plung'd, in ruddy waves, his golden wain, 

| When, with the youth preſery'd from 0 fate, 
Rogero iſſu d victor from the gate. 

| The youth, repriev d by good Rogero's aid 
Fromthreaten'd death, his grateful thanks repaid: 135 
| Thanks ever due to one, who thus unknown, | 

| Had for another J ſafety riſk” d his own; 

| Then begg' d him to reveal his name, and ſhow, 


To whom his life could ſuch deliverance owe. 


| My fair- one's features, with her beauteous mien ; 
But not the voice of Bradamant I hear, 

\V hoſe ſweetneſs ſtole upon my raptur'd car. 
Not ſuch the thanks that Bradamant would pay 
To him ſhe loves on this eventful — in 
But can it be 5 
59 ſoon forget her dear Rogero's name? 


or can my faithful dame 


Ihe parting ſun beneath the weſtern main 130 


Rogero to himſelf—Lo! there are ben. 110 
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* 


Theſe eyes are, ſure, familiar to thy face; 


Perchance i in me a ſiſter's form appears, 
| Who wears the cuiraſs, and the falchion rears. 
Our birth was one —and oft our ſemblant make 


Has held our parents in a fond miſtake: 


One difference only ſeen—thele treſſes born 
Scarce reach my ſhoulders, as by men are worn : 
While her' s, with lengthen' d growth, in many a i fold, 
Beneath her helm 1 in ſilken braids are roll . 165 
Once on her head a Pagan's weapon fell 


With i ghaſtly wound, but how. 'twere long to tell; 


0 out her was was wounded by a Pagan, and afterwards cured of 
the wound by a father of the order of Jeſus, who, for that purpoſe, 


ꝛimes alludes, 


To eaſe his doubts, he thus with courteous grace: 


But when, or where, I ſeek in vain to find, 1594 
Thou, gentle youth, relieve my wandering mind. 
Thou may lt, ere this, Sir knight, have met theſe 
eyes, 
But when, or where, I know not, (he replies) 
Since through the world, like other knights, I range 


From land to land, to ſeek adventures ſtrange. 155 


FE 
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Not thou the firſt, of numbers, who, deceiv' d 


By either 8 looks, have cach for each believ' d, 


_—— 


Ver. 165. Vith 544 e &c, 4 Bee hols with- 


cauſed her hair to be cut off; to which circumſtance Arioſto ſexera 


FA 1 8 See General! View of Boyarno's Story: 
5 3 | | So | When 


— . —— 


| When, for her cure, a holy father's care 


Oft Jeſus” train) lopt cloſe her length of hair: 


| And all our difference was in ſex and name. 
| Her Bradamant, call Richardetto me; 
| | brother to Rinaldo, ſiſter ſhe. 


[f now you deign to lend attention, hear 


| Achance, which from our mutual likeneſs roſe, 
begun in joy, but nearly clos d in woes. 
| Rogero, who no other tale requir d, 


; No ſweete r converſe than of her defir'd, 


| Beſought the youth his ſtory to recite, 


e thus began. As through the woodland ſhade, 
| With treſſes ſhorn, my martial ſiſter tray” d, 
| One day fatigu'd with toil, and taint with heat, 


| Then left her ſteed, her ſhining. helm unbound, 
And ſunk i in ſlumber on the verdant ground. 
| Not all the fables ancient poets tell, 


1 Or fancy'd legends, can this truth excel. 


|! FR Flordeſpina, to the lonely place 
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| No ſign was then that either could proclaim, 170 


ö A xondrous tale that well deſerves your ear: 175 


| Of her his beſt belov'd, and ſole delight, IS 180 


She reach'd a pleaſant fountain' 8 cool retreat; 1385 | 


A royal virgin, eager at the chace, | 1490 
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ungoverned paſſion. 
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By fortune came, and drawing nigh, ſurvey d 
My itceping ſiſter in bright arms array'd, 

All, fave her head: her fide the falchion wore, | 
And every part a manly ſemblance bore. 19 ] 
Struck with her form, awhile the vir gin gaz d g 


: In wonder rapt, till Love a paſſion rais d, 


That foon through all her tender boſom paz d. 


She urg' d ber to the chace; : then from the crew 


Of horns and hounds the ſeeming champion drew 200 
To where no prying witneſs. might intrude, 

In deepeſt ſhade of friendly ſolitude. 

. "Wy words and geſture there, the gentle maid 

The ſecret of her deep- ſtruck heart betray' d; 
With langour-darting eyes, with ſighs of fire, 205 
She ſhow'd her ſoul conſuming with deſire. 

Nov from her cheeks the roſy colour fled; 

: Returning warmth now fluſh'd the deep'n ning red: 
Til, loſt! in thoughts of viſionary bliſs, 

"And bolder grown, ſhe ventur 'don a kiſs 210 


— 
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Ver. 210. And bolder grown, & c.] This behaviour of Flordel- | 


pina ſeems an outrage on all female decency but it muſt be remember. 
ed, that our poet, in this extenſive work, exhibits every kind of pet. 
ſonage; that the attractions of Flordeſpina are merely the attractions 
af beauty, and that her character is ſo far from being amiable, that 


the Italian commentators haye made her to repreſent inordinate and 


Too 
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Too well my fiſter knew her manly frame, 

And martial guiſe, beguil'd the gentle dame; 

| She knew no power t' aſſuage the fair one's ; (mart, 
And ſoft compaſſion touch'd her friendly heart. 


Then to herſelf— 


My woman's ſex, and thus her frenay heal; 


ere better to reveal 215 


Jo own myſelf a maid of gentle mind, 

Not ſeem a youth of rude degenerate kind: 

And well ſhe ſaid—-for recreant muſt he prove 
Aman, whoſe pulſe Was never warm to love; 220 
| Who, when ſome beauteous damſel courts his arms, 
w. ich youthful ſweetneſs and alluring charms, 
| Should waſte in talk the hour good fortune brings, 


And, like a cuckoo, hang his coward wings. 


My ſiſter now, with mild addreſs, prepar d 225 


| To ſoothe the virgin, and the truth declar' d; 
That like Camilla, panting for a name, 

| Or ßerce c Hy ppolita, ſhe burn't for fame; ; 

| And in Arzilla born, on Afric's ſhore, | 


v 


| From earlieſt youth the lance and buckler bore, 230 | 


| In vain ſhe ſpoke ; ; her words no ſpark remove 
| Of pation kindled i in the fire of love: 
; 100 late the medicine came to heal the ſmart, 5 


zince Love, alas! to o deep has plung'd his dart. 
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Whoe'er that day had heard the virgin mourn, 
| Would ſigh for ſigh, and tear for tear return. 240 


To equal what I feel—my cureleſs woe! 


From the ſharp thorn the blooming roſe we part, 2 
But vain deſire muſt ever rend my heart. 

Ah, ruthleſs Love! ſince envious of my bliſs, 

: Thou muſt, with cruel pains, pollute my peace, 
Suffic d it not to give ſome common wound, 
Which others from thy various darts have found? ? 250 


Ne er midſt the human race, or beſtial train, 


pina is cloſely copied from the fable of Iphis and Ianthe, in Oviv 


ANG and lanthe. 


224 oRRLANDO FURIOS0,. B. XI 

Whenc'er ſhe views the manly inien and arms, 23; 
A tranſient hope her beating boſom warms: 
But ſoon the lov'd one's ſex recall'd to mind, 


Again is hope to cold deſpair reſign” d. 


— 


Did ever wretch (ſhe cry'd) ſuch torments know 


All other loves, fave mine, ſucceſs may find, 


Whether of lawful or of! impious kind. 


A female ſeeks A: female 8 love to gain: 1 


—— 


— 


3 


Ver. 241. Did ever avretch, &c.] This complaint of Flordt- 


See Metam. But while the poet makes Flordeſpina enumerate the 


unnatural loves of Semiramis, Paſiphaë, and Myrrha, and complain 
of the ſingularity of her own, he ſeems en to forget the ſtory a 


No 


Vo damſel's charms attract a damſel's ſight, 
Nor hinds in hinds, nor lambs 1 in lambs delight: 


In air on earth but one, alas! can prove, 255 


And I, alas! that one ſo ſtrange a love. | 
| Thus, ruthleſs power! my wretched fate muſt ſhow 
| A great example of thy rule below. 

| The wife of Ni inus, by the furies fir d, 


—— 


| Ver. 259. The wife of Ninus—] Semiramis. This name is 
bl to have been given her becauſe ſhe was nouriſhed” by doves, 
which are ſo called in the Syrian tongue. Many fables are told of 
her, Diodorus Siculus relates, that ſhe was born in a wood, near 
the city of Aſcalonia; that her mother was a reputed goddeſs, and 
ber father a prieſt ; that at her birth ſhe was concealed in a grotto, 
ere the doves, ſtealing milk from the ſhepherds, carried it to the 


— 


f ſyria, At his death ſhe took upon her the government of the em- 


es of the moſt abandoned principles; and, in ortter to conceal her 
WW 0s, is ſaid to have cauſed every man to be put to death who. 
| vartook of her favours. She had a ſon by her huſband called Ninus, 
| with whom, ſome fay, ſhe fell in love; and that, upon her ſolicita- 
von to comply with her impious deſires, ſhe was lain by him. 
Others ſay, that ſhe married him; and in order to cover her guilt, 
| enacted a law, by which it was e for 2 mother to marry her 
0. | e Pos caccni. 


N HI; 
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| To her ſon' s bed with impious luſt aſpir' d: 260 


: ofant, He relates, that ſhe was afterwards brought up by the king's 
bead ſhepherd, and in proceſs of time married Ninus, king of Aſ- 


fire, and was famous for her courage and conduct. She was a prin- 


0-5 Myrrha 
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Mrrrha her father lov'd ; the Cretan dame 
A bull deceiv'd——but wilder is my flame. 


In theſe the females ſtill the males purſue, 


But here ſhould Dedalus his arts apply, N 265 


No art could ſuch a Gordian knot untie, 


Nature, whoſe laws muſt every power reſtrain, 


| She rends her locks, the tears her lovely cheeks, 


While on herſelf a mad revenge ſhe ſeeks: 


5 In vain ſhe ſtrives to cure her ſenſeleſs love, 275 


55 N 0 W ords can ſoothe her, and no reaſons move 3 


- Red in the weſt appear d the ſetting ſun: 200 
And time requir d to ſeek a port for thoſe 
That would not there! in foreſt wilds repoſe ; 1 = 
When now the virgin huntreſs made requeſt, 


For Bradamant beneath her roof to reſt, 


And each attain'd her wiſh, if tales be true. 


Which N. ature fram'd to make my paſſion vain, 


Aus to herſelf laments the fair diſtreſt, 


And feeds eternal anguiſh 1 in her breaſt : 270 


Touch 'd with her woe, my pitying ſiſter hears, 


Sighs back her ſighs, and anſwers tears with tears, 


While the, who ſeeks not comfort but relief, 


Still mourns the more, and ſinks from grief t to grief 


The day but little now remain'd to run, 


M 


My ſiſter, yielding to the dame conſent, 285 


Together to Marfilius' town they went; 

Where but for thee, whoſe aid ſo tameh came, 
Theſe wretched limbs had fed the hungry flame. 
| Arriving, Flordeſpina to the place, 


My lifter welcom 'd with a fiſter eee, 290 


| Then i na female garb her friend array'd, 

| That all who ſaw might know her for a maid : 

| And more—ſhe hop'd the cauſe of her diſtreſs 
| From error nouriſh” d by | the manlike dreſs ; 


The dreſs once chang d, her fond deſire might ceaſe, 


1 And all her boſom be compos d to peace. 2 896. 
| Ah! how unlike that night the couch they preſs'd 1 


| One ſoundly lock'd i in all- compoſing reſt : 
One waking ſigh'd, or if ſhe clos'd her eyes, 


| In broken ſlumbers flattering viſions me. 300 


| She fancies, at her prayer, indulgent Heaven 
| To Bradamant a better ſex had given. _ 


| As worn with tedious watch the patient dreams 


| Long parch' d with feveriſh thirſt) of limpid ſtreams, £ 


| And cooling draughts ; ſo ſhe in fleep enjoys 305 
| What all in vain her waking thought employs. 

| Sudden ſhe ſtarts, extending rowhd the bed 

| ter longing hands; but I nds the bleſſing fled. 
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That night what offerings ſhe to Macon vow'd, 

4 a To every power!—that for her ſake beſtow'd 310 

| Some miracle, i in pity to her flame, 

| Might to a youth transform the virgin dame. 

] In vain ſhe' prays—in vain her tears—her bre 

L No Macon hears her, and no powers approve. 

1 All night ſhe mourn'd, till Phoebus from the wave 31: 
4 His locks diſclos'd, and light returning gave: 

| The light return'd, from bed the pair aroſe, 

f | Day adding force to Flordeſpina' s Woes : 

J _ For Bradamant (whom much it irk'd to prove 

1 „„ hapleſs object of ſo vain a „» 


= And by her preſence more enflame the ſmart) 
TX Declar' d her ſpeedy purpoſe to depart. 
5 But, ere ſhe w vent, fair Flordeſpina brought 


A ſtately ſteed, with trappings richly wrought; 
To theſe a ſurcoat join 'd of coſtly make, 325 
Work'd by her hands, and will'd her, for the ſake 

Of parting love, the precious gifts to take. 
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And now my ſiſter urg'd her ſpeedy Way . 
To Mount Albano, ere the cloſe of day; j | 


; : On tel > ue 

—. — N 

N l nd, ; 
— — — 


bi 

* Where we, her mother and her brethren, flew 330 
1 W ith eager joy, her welcome face to view. 

| | | Ef Oo | Her 
j1 

it 

1 

q | 
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ler helm unlac'd, we ſaw her treſſes ſhorn, 
| Which once in fillets round her head were worn; 
| Nor leſs we wonder” d o'er her arms to find 
A ſurcoat us'd by knights of foreign kind; 335 
| Her wound receiy'd and cur'd, her ſhorten'd hair, 


She told, and how i in woods the huntreſs fair 


Surpriz d her lleeping; z nor conceal'd the love 
| The v irgin proffer'd i in the lonely grove ; 7 
What pity touch'd her breaſt, and how the maid 340 
| Had to the neighbouring fort her ſteps convey'd, 
| Where in ſad ſtate the left the fair to mourn : 

* With all that had befall” n till her return. 

| Well known to me was s Flordeſpina 8 name, 5 
At Saragozza I beheld the dame, N : 345 

| And lince in France ; when, not unmov'd, | view d 
Her ſparkling eyes, her features roſy hu'd, 

| Her neck of nov but cautious I repreſo d 


The young defire awakening | in my breaſt ; 


— — — nant 


| Since hopeleſs love can never harbour reſt. 350 3 
| But now ſuch fair occaſion gave it way, 
| My flame reviv'd that long extinguiſh” d lay. 

| Love fram'd the web of hope, and in the loom, 


Prepar'd the texture of my joys to come : 


: EE: 


— ns 
— 
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He taught me with the fair a pleaſing part, 33; 


To gain the bliſs that fires the lover's heart. 


Eaſy the fraud my face and mien fo like 


My ſiſter's form, that each beholder ſtrike 


With ſemblant looks, might well the dame deceive, 


3 To make her fondly all I wifth'd believe. 360 


Awhile I paus'd—but young and amorous blood | 


Impell d me to embrace the proffer'd good. 


The mighty ſecret that employ' d my thought, 


Such thanks and gifts as fits a queen to pay. 


; To none I told, of none 1 counſel ſought. 
At night J haſten'd where the arms were plac d, 363 


The arms my ſiſter from her limbs unbrac d. 


Array d in theſe, and mounted on her ſteed 


[ went, nor till the day deterr'd my ſpeed: 
Al night I rode till early dawn of day, 
| While love and Flordeſpina led the way: 370 
Her ſeat 1 reach'd, ere from th' ethereal height, 
The ſun in briny waves had quench' d his light. 

4 Each knew the ſteed 1 rode, the arms 1 wore, 


With which my liſter left the gate before; ;; 


N 


And, happy he, who with diſpatchful care, 375 
Firſt brings the tidings to the royal fair ; 


w ho from the princely dame can bear away 


Soon 
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Soon Flordeſpina came, with eager pace, 

| The ſmile of tranſport brightening i in her face; 380 
And flew to meet me with a warm embrace. 

| Around my neck her milk-white arms ſhe threw, 
And kiſs” d my lips as to my breaſt ſhe grew. 

ET hink at the time if Love employ'd his dart, 


Oi. 


8 


C5 


| And drove the thrilling weapon to my heart. 

F My hand ſhe ſeiz' d, nor ſought the menial ad 

| Of page or dame, but to her room convey 'd. 

Her ſteps I follow'd : there, with eager haſte, ; 
| Herſelf from helm to ſpur my arms unlac'd. 

ö A garment, late her own, ſhe took, and dreſt 390 
| My youthful members 1 in a female veſt, 
| Of artful work, with coſtly labour crown d; 

Andi in a golden caul my hair ſhe bound. 

\ly eyes 1. govern qd like a baſhful maid, 

| Nor look, nor voice, my manly ſex betray' d. 8988 
And now ſhe brought me to a ſtately hall, 
W here knights and gallant dames, aſſembled all, 
Receiv'd us entering, and ſuch honours paid, 

| As ſuit the rank of queen or princely maid, _ 
| 5 ſecret oft I ſmil'd, when I beheld #400 
S he courtly youths, by ſoft deſire impell' d, 
E VV»ͤ Wb 
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Nor know what lurk'd beneath my coy diſguiſe. 


Of dames and maids accuſtom d there to wait, 
With torches flaming like the beams of day. 


To find your gueſt ſo ſoon return'd (I ſaid); 
When you, perchance, believ'd me wandering far, 
And hop'd to ſee me—Heaven knew when or where! 


Firſt learn the cauſe 1 left you thus to mourn, 416 


Then learn the cauſe of my unlock d return. 


Have quench' d the ſparks of y our unhappy flame, 8 
Ne'ber had I left your root, by night or day, 420 


But ſince my preſence more inflam'd your orief, - 
I deem'd my abſence belt could yield relief. 
Chance led my travel from the beaten road 


Through the deep mazes of a a tangled wood, 


With wanton glances meet my baſhful eyes; 
'Twas late ; and now remov'd the feſtive board, 
With every viand of the ſeaſon ſtor'd, 405 
The princely maid, by fond affection led, 
That night receiv'd me to partake her bed. 
The train of pages gone, with all the ſtate 


We, both deſpoil'd of veſts, together lay, 410 


Then thus—Be not ſurpriz d, 0 lovely maid! 


Could my long dwelling here, 0 gentle dame! 


Bleſt in your light to wear my life away. 


w here 


3 XXV. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 55 
Were loud reſounding from the neigh bouring ſhade, 
heard a female voice that call'd for aid: 
| ran, and cloſe behind a cryſtal brook, 
| Beheld a fawn, that! in his meſhes too | 
| A naked damſel from the ſtream, and ſtood 430 
| Prepar' 'd to make the prey his living fobd: © 
I ſaw, and inſtant flew with ſword in hand, 
| By force his cruel purpoſe to withſtand. 
The impious fither, of his life bereft, „ 
| She to the ſtream return'd which late ſhe left. 435 
| Thou haſt not given me aid (ſhe cries) i in vain, 

Alk what thou wilt, and, what thou alk'ſt, obtain. 
4 watery nymph am I, and here reſide, 
| Beneath the ſurface of this limpid tide. 1 
All miracles. are mine—my power can force 440 
| The elements, and alter Nature's courſe : : . 
Drawn by my voice, the moon her ſphere for- 
= ſakes, 
| Fire turns to ice, and air a body takes: 
| And oft, by {imple words, my power I prove 
| To ſtop the ſun, the ſolid earth to move. 445 
| Now fix thy choice—and at thy choice receive 
| What ts thee beſt to alk, and me to give. 


V nheard of change! my ſex no more the ſame, 55 
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So proffer'd ſhe ; but I no wealth deſir'd, 


Nor rule, nor Jands, nor o'er mankind aſpir' d 


To riſe in knowledge, or in arts excel ; 456 


Or gain a victor's name by warring well: 


1 only wißt d ſome healing balm to find, 

To cure che longing of thy love. ſick wind; 
Nor more preſum'd to ſpeak, her wiſdom mT; 
Could point the means to her [left the reſt, 195 


GW 


Scarce had I ended, when beneath the tide 


Once more ſhe plung'd, nor to my words reply'd; 


But i in my face the ſprinkling watcrs threw ; ; 
And ſcattor' d o'er my limbs the magic dew. 159 


When (ſtrang ge to tell I felt through all my frame 


| 


And from a woman 1 a man became. 


To caſe thy doubt— the certain proof receive. 


Of what, untry d, thy thoughts could ne er r believe 


As 1 in my former ſex, ſo boaſt I ft! 465 


To thee devoted all my power and will, 


Then taſk them both—for ever ſhall they prove 
Henceforth the llaves of Flordeſpina' $ love 

Thus [—and gently now her hand L ſeize, 
To ſoothe her hopes, and « CVEry doubt appeal? „170 


G All! 
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Grant Sa (ſhe cry'd) if ſleep ſuch dreams 


can make, 5 


ll may fleep, and never more awake. 


Between us two, from all ſecurely kept, 


A few ſhort months th important ſecret ſlept. 


| But ſoon (how fleet is bliſs !) our loves betray'd, 475 
; Some {py the tidings to the king convey'd. 


| My. doom was ſeal d—and thou, whoſe ts hand 


Redeem'd my life from yon relentleſs band, 


Beheldſt me ſentenc' d on the blazing pyre, 


My crime to expiate in conſuming fre. 480 


Thus Richardetto to Rogero told 


| The tale of love, while through the night they hold 
| Their 


- - 5 — — — — 
- — r ? 5 


„„ 
te original are here omitted in the tranſlation, and were expunged 


ö by the poet from a printed copy in his poſſeſhon, publiſhed in the 
year 1532. Ruſcelli ſaw this copy in the hands of Galaſſo Arioſto, 
the brother of Ludovico, and it 1s certain, by a letter from Galafſo 


£0 Peter Bembo, that Arioſto, had he lived, meant to have reviſed 


| this edition, and to have given another with his laſt corrections and 
mprorements; in which, it is highly probable, that moſt of, if not 


never more awake.) Two licentious ſlanzas of 


, theſe exceptionable parts would have been totally changed or 


omitted. = 
Ver. 481. Thus Richardetto to Rogers told, | 5 This ac- 
20unt of Flordeſpina” s love for Bradamant is continued from Doy- 


: ardo. Some readers may probably v. iſh that our poet had made | 


» 5 5 the 


« 
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Their dreary courſe, and gain a riſing ground, 
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With pendent rocks and caves encompaſs d round. 
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© narrow, ſtony path before them lay, 485 


9 


-" 


And up the mountain led their weary way, 
Where Agriſmont, a ſtately caſtle, ſtands, 
Which Aldiger, of Clarmont' s race, commands. 
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| Though baſely born, he, Buovo's offspring own d, 
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| In Vivian and | in Malagigi found Mr ne 490 


15 A brother's name but credit not the tongue 
That ſpeaks his lawful birth from Gerard fprung, 
Whate'er his ſire, the youth of generous ſtrain, 

Was prudent, liberal, courteous, and humane; 
And night or day, what chance might e'er befall, 405 

He watch d with care his lov'd fraternal wall. 15 


His kinſman, Richardetto, in the place 


1 Due welcome met, nor leſs the courteous grace, 

4 Hh de concluſion happier for Flordeſpina, but it may be alledged, that the 

l 1 manners of this Princeſs not exhibiting a pattern of female modeſty, 

1 3 | the has leſs claim to the ſympathy of the reader, or the attention of 
„ | the poet; and, perhaps, a kind of moral may be deduced, if we 

4 | : conſider her being totally forſaken oy Richardetto, a as A e 

| | lor her breach of 8 ; | 
* Ver. 492. = from Gerard ſprung]. "Granite; 2 younger 

ns 5 | brother of Amon and Buovo, (See note to Book xxili.) and by 

1 = what Arioſto here ſay s, it ſhould ſeem that ſome author. had made | 


Aldiger the legitimate fon of Gerard, 


For 
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| For Richardetto's ſake, Rogero prov'd, 
A kinſman dear by Aldiger belov'd ; 500 
| Though now his gueſts he met not with that : alr 
| Of cheerful greeting he was wont to wear, 
But penſive came: that day were tidings brought, 
W hich fill'd his face with grief, his breaſt with 
E thought. 

Inſtead of glad ſalute, with heavy loa” 
Young Richardetto firſt he thus beſpoke. 

Alas! my kinſman-hear me now diſcloſe 
| Unwelcome news, to ſpeak our kindred's woes, 
; Know Bertolagi, ſprung of ruthleſs ſeed, 
| Has with Lanfuſa, ruthleſs dame] agreed 510 
ö Large wealth, in ſums of countleſs gold to Pay, 8 
| For which our captive brethren to convey, 
| Vivian and Malagigi, to the hand 
Of Bertolagi, and his impious band. 
Eer ſince the time Ferrau ſubdu' di in fight TT 515 - 
Our kinſmen, has ſhe kept each helpleſs knight 
| - In the drear confines of a darkſome cell, 
1 ill this dire compact which [ loath to tell. 
To morrow's ſun the priſoners, with a guard, 


He lenge to Bertolagi, where prepar 1 : 920 


— — 


Ve 510. Has i Lal! Lanfuſs, the mother o Fer- | 


fab. 


"PF 
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Though diſtant, each the cries or groans ſhall hear, 
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Near fair Bayona, he with gifts of coſt 


Shall buy the deareſt blood that France can boat. 


10 our Rinaldo on a ſwift- foot ſteed 

The news I ſent, but much I fear our need 
Requires that ſpecdy ſuccour from his ſword, 
The length of way forbids him to afford. 


= 
TO 
— 


No force have I to lead againſt the foe ; "Bu 
_My will is prompt, but, ah! my means are ſlow. 
BL hen, whither ſhall I turn, what method try ? 
If in his hands they fall, they ſurely de, "08 
III Richardetto this adyice receiv'd, e 
Which, grieving him, no leſs Rogero g griev d. 
He ſaw, where both in penſive filence ſtood, 
Oppreſt with evil chance, deſpairing good; 
Then dauntleſs thus— Compoſe each anx10us breal, 
With me alone this enterprize ſhall reſt ; 536 
Againſt a thouſand weapons ſhall you lee, 1 
Mine boldly drawn to ſet your brethren free: 
My fingle arm the Pagan bands ſhall face; 
| Give but x a guide to lead to yonder place, 540 
W here ſuch a compact threats your wretched race.) 


Soon {hall the battle's tumult reach your ear, 


1 
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Of thoſe that bargain for each wretched thrall, 


Of thoſe that fly me, or of thoſe that fall. 545 


Thus he; and what he ſpoke one warrior knew 


By proof late ſeen, his deeds might well make true; 
| While one ſcarce heard, or heard but as the words 


Of thoſe, whoſe boaſting little hope affords. 


But Richardetto him alide addreſs' d, 550 
| And told how late his life, when ſore diftreſs' d, 
| Rogero ſay' d, and well he knew his deed 
| On fit occaſion would his ſpeech excced. 
; At this good Aldiger with alter'd mind, 

U do him reverence every thought inclin' d; 555 


And, at his table plac'd, where Plenty pour d 


Her well- fill'q horn ; he honour'd as his lord. 


And now the knights and noble youth agree, 


3 N ut more aid the captive pair to free. 


The hour approach! 8 when fleep prepar'd to 


B cloſe 8 ; ey 
| The eyes of lords and Knights in ſoft i repoſe, 


All, ſave Rogero's; in whoſe anxious breaſt 


£ Corroding thought repell'd approaching reſt. 


The ſiege of Agramant, which late he heard, 


. "TL ngrols' d his thoughts; he knew each hour de- 


ferr'd „F 565 


To 


l — — 
- 
* ” — A 1 3 
— 4 2 — 
— p *— — * 


——— - T 1 
8 5 . — Rd LK — 2 — — 
rr - 
— e 


— wo 


— — — 
. — 


= 6 — > r — 
r — 
: — 


ll. 
by 
18 
4 
148 
„ 
id 


Ho ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. xxy 
To join his lord, mult fully his fair fame; 
Nor could he, but with deepeſt ſenſe of ſhame, 


name. 
His change of faith at other times bad prov d 
A mind ſincere, by pure religion mov'd, 570 


Requir'd his arm, might rather ſpeak him preſt 5 
With daſtard fear, than urg'd by force of truth : 

While theſe reflexions pain the generous youth, 
He dares not yet to Agramant depart, Cs 575 
Without her leave, the ſovereign of his heart. 
Each thought by turns his dubious boſom ſways; 
Now this prevails, and now more lightly weighs, 
; Once had he hop' d, but vainly hop d, to meet 


| His Bradamant at Flordefpina' s ſeat, 580 


He lately fought in Richardetto- 8 aid. 
5 And now he calls to mind his firſt deſign, 


Al V allambroſa' s walls his love to join, 


Aſſiſt his 1 foes, and own the Chriſtian 


But now, when Agramant, i in ſtate Aiftreſt, 


Which with the guiding fair and martial maid*, 


His virgin-love, who there might well expect 5505 


His licht! in vain, , and blame his How negleRt 


6 
* _— 0 e , 


RA DAMANr. 
; : a "A 


70 


75 


v er. 59 3. He yore his bed, 4 pens 2s light, Ke. 3. : 5 
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| His thoughts thus changing, never at a ſtay, 
He fix d at lengh, by letter to convey 
His ſecret ſoul; though doubtful yet whoſe care 
| Might to her hand the gentle meſſage bear ; 590 


| Yet truſts that chance would on his way provide 
| A meſſenger, i in whom he might confide. 


fe quits his bed and pens and light demands: 


1 The ready pages, with officious hands, 

| Each need ſupply —and firſt, as lovers iſe; 595 
| He oreets her fair, then greets th unwelcome news. 
| He bids her think, on him what ſhame muſt wait, 
£ Should death or bondage be his ſovereign” s fate: 

| That lince he hop'd her huſbahd's name to gain, - 

| No ſlighteſt blemiſh muſt his honour ſtain: 600 
| As nought 1 impure muſt her pure love enjoy, 0 
I Whoſe ſoul was truth, ohne from all 8 8 


> 1 829 * 
— — * . — 


The Italian. a 


hn — delle piume, 
Sa fa dar carta, inchioſtro, penna e lume 


„ | Literally, | = 
— TEL He leaps from his bed, 
And cauſes paper, ink, pens, and a light to be given him. 


| Theſe familiar paſſages cannot well be rendered in our language, 


f and it is ſurely difficult to convey, in wy tolerable manner, the au · 
| :bor's ſenſe in Engliſh verſe. | | 


„ 5 If 
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Then will frame a Juſt excuſe, to take 623 


My leave of Agramant—for honour' $ ſake, 


— — — —— I 


If e'er he wiſh'd to purchaſe virtuous fame, OP Lat 
Or wiſh'd, when purchas'd, to preſerve the claim, WW [g 
What muſt he now, when ſhe, his future wife, 605 Wl 1 
Would ſhare with him in each event of life? His 
With him i in weal or woe be ever join'd, No 
8 Two bodies link” d by one informing mind? | Th 
And as he oft had vow'd, he thus once more | 71 
-Hhs VOWS confirm'd ; the fated ſeaſon o er, 610 mY 
For which he to his lord muſt keep unſtain' d TR 
His loyal truth; be then, if life remain 'd, Mi 
; By every proof would all her fears relieve, | Th 
And Chriſtian faith with open rites receive; | Hi 
And from her fire, her brother, all her train 615 Wh hi 
OE kindred friends, her hand i in marriage gain, 2 Th 
Firſt will I raiſe (he ſaid) with thy conſent, | He 
T ho ſiege by which my ſovereign lord i 18 pent, | W 
Leſt men ſhould fay, while Agramant maintain d | | \W 
His proſperous ſtate, Rogero firm remain'd; _ 620 | 
But now, for Charles, ſince Fortune chaners hand, At 
He ſpreads his ſtandard with the victors' bands. . 
Some thrice five days, or twenty, let me prove | +. 
My force, my monarch's danger to remove, 3M" 


Lak 
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[| aſk no more, and all my future life 
1 give to thee, my miſtreſs and my wife. | 
In phraſe like this, Rogero painted well 629 i 
Hi ſecret thoughts, which ſcarce the Muſe can tell; | 
| Nor ſtay 'd his pen, till words, faſt flowing o'er, 
| The love- directed page could hold no more. 
| The letter ending here, the lines he ſeal'd, TD 4 
| And ſealing, i in his careful boſom held, | 1 5 1 
| In hopes ſome friend, ere one revolving day, 095 - 4 | 
| Might to her hand the gentle charge convey. 
| The letter clos'd, he clos'd i in ſlumber deep, 
J His heavy lids o er- watch d- the Power of Sleep 


| Stood near his couch, and o er his members threw 

| The peaceful drops of Lethe' s ſilent dew. = — 00" - 
| He ſlept, till in the eaſt a breaking cloud, 1 
| With blended hues of white and purple glow” d; 


Whence flowers were firow'd o'er all the ſmiling 
| Kies, 


| And, thron'd in gold, the morn vegan $008; = 


3 5 4 


7 bod R N A 88 * 


2*— 


| Ye. PRs tn PEA like this, Kc. 3 Spenſer h has in like manner 
atroduced a letter i into his poem, upon which Mr. Upton obſerves, Ta 
| © Spenſer has not the authority of Homer and Virgil for introducing 

I an "Oy. in 25 epic poem, bur he has the authority of Arioſto.. ? 


R2 8 When 
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When now the birds from every verdant ſpray, 64; 
With early muhe hail'd the new-born day, 


Good Aldiger (Rogero thence to lead, 


With Richardetto, where their venturous deed 


VM uſt ſet the brethren free from captive bands, 
 Condemm'. to impious Bertolagi's hands) 65 
5 Was firſt on foot ; and with him either gueſt 


Who heard the ſummons, left his downy reſt. 
Now cloth'd with temper'd ſteel, in meet array, 


Rogero with the kinſmen took his way. 


Oft had Rogero pray'd, but pray'd in vain, 65; 


His fingle arm might that day” s glory gain; 

; The two, through ardour in their kinſmen's cauſe 

To. Join his arms, andurg'd by honour' s laws, 

Like rocks. unmov'd, refus'd to him to yield 
Alone the danger of ſo brave a field. FE, 


The hour approach d, when either Pagan train 


| p Tepar'd to bring each car, and loaded wain, 


With Malagigi, Vivian, and the gold 


For which the wretched chiefs were bought and fold. 
The warriors reach'd the place: a field that CR 663 


Of wide extent, expos d to Phœbus- ray: 


N 0: laurel there, no myrtle 8 fra grant wood, 


| Nor oak, nor elm, nor lofty cypreſs ſtood ; 


-Þ ot 


Fo) 


b. XXV. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 245 
| But thorns and brambles choak'd the barren ſoil, 
| That felt no ſpade, nor own'd the ploughman's 


toil, FF 670 


be three bold champions check'd their courſers' 


| rein, 1 To 
E Where ſtretch'd a path extending o'er the plain; 
: When drawing nigh, a warrior they behold, 


Array d in coſtly arms that flam'd with gold, 


In whoſe fair ſhie!d of vivid green, appears 675 


I The wondrous bird that lives a thouſand years. 


lere ceaſe, my lord, * chile thus the book I cloſe, 


And, pauling here, entreat awhile repoſe. 


END OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH BOOK, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Rocio, Richardeto, and Aldiger, meet an unknown warrior, hs 
' Joins their party. They attack the troops of Maganza and the 
Moor, and defeat them. Rogero and Marphiſa ſignalize their 
valour. The priſoners, Malagigi and Vivian are ſet at liberty, 
The warriors repoſing themſelves after the battle, Malagigi ex. 


p plains to the reſt the myſtical ſculpture on the fountain made by 3 
© Merlin. Hippalca arrives, and gives an account t to Richardetto 
f and Rogero of her loſing Frontino, which was taken away by Ro. WI 
| ( 8 domont. Rogero departs to revenge the affront. Arrival of Ro. 1 


domont, Mandricardo, and Horalis: Mandricardo jouſts with all : 
the knights, and overthrow them: His battle with Marphiſa, B: 
Rogero returns to the fountain. Strange diſſentions amongfl the b \ 
* warriors. Rogero claims his horſe of Rodomont; and Mandi. WW 

f 7 cardo wrangles with Rogero for the device on his ſhield. Rodo. WE 1 


** 
n 


[| es mont, Mandricardo, and Rogero fight: Marphiſa takes part with 
Ro Rogero. Malagigi, fearing for the ſafety of Richardetto attack: 
1 ed by Rodomont, cauſes, by his magic art, a demon to enter the 


followed by Mandricardo and Rodomont, who are afterward} 


] 

Y / 

horſe of Doralis, which carrying her away, ſhe is immediately J ] 
ö : | tes by R gens and Marphiſs, \ 
| | 


bs N 
* 
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HE generous dames, of ancient time, deſpis 4 


Tze charms of wealth, and virtue only priz d: 
In this our age, we ſee the female train 


Scarce bend a wiſh to aught but ſordid gain. _ 


be et thoſe who, bleſt with inbred goodneſs, ſhun 5 


"hat love of gold which has the ſex undone, 


Living, content and peace may juſtly claim ; ; 


And, dead, ſhould find the meed of endleſs fame. 


For ever, ſure, muſt Bradamant be prais'd, 


1 Who not her thoughts to power or riches rais'd, 10 
| But lov'd, whate'T er beſpoke the noble mind, | 


| Grace, courage, honour, in Rogero join'd; 


And well deſery'd a knight of ſuch deſert 
| Should bear her | image in his conſtant heart; 5 


And 
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And for her ſake thoſe valorous deeds atchieve, 1; 


Which after- ages ſcarcely could believe. 


| Rogero, with the two, as late I told, 


With Aldiger and Richardetto bold, 


(The knights of Clarmoat) bright in ſteel array 4, 


Prepar'd to give the brother-priſoners a 


1 told you how a warrior croſs'd the field, 


Of fearleſs geſture, bearing on his ſhield 


The bird that from its aſhes ſprings to birth, 


And (ſtrange to tell) but one appears on earth. 
Soon as the knight unknown, advancing ;view"d 250 
Where each brave chief pre par d for combat ſtood, 


Eager he burn'd to prove, in mar tial deed, 


How far their valour with their looks agreed. 


: Is there amon oft you one who dares s (he . 
With me in ſingle fight diſpute the prize? | 


With ſpear or ſw ord 1 in rough encounter meet, 


Till onchthal fall, V hile one retains his ſeat? 


That man were 1-—{thus Aldiger reply” d) 


With thee the ſword to wield, the ſpc ar to guide: 


But (as thyſelf walt ſce) far other taſk 5 55 


Bids us refuſe what courage bids thee alk; 


25 A taſk, that ſcarce permits theſe few ſhort words 
Mach leſs the time to run at tilt affords. 


— 


: 4 £ | Behold 
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Behold, where ſtation'd here we three prepare, 


At leaſt ſix hundred men in arms to dare, 40 


That by our love and valour may be freed 


Two wretched friends, to cruel bonds decreed. 


He ſaid ; and to the brave unknown reveal'd 
The cauſe at full that brought them to the held. 


Well haſt thou urg'd ſuch reaſons as ſuffice 45 


For juſt excuſe, (the ſtranger thus replies) 
And ſure three knights you ſeem whoſe dauntleſs 


* 


| worth 


* 


Scarce meets its equal through the ſpacious earth. 


With you I ſought, erewhile, to run the courſe 


On equal terms, for proof of cither's force: 50 


But ſince on others I ſhall ſee your might 


ö l ar better try d—1 claim no more the fight: 


N 


But this I claim—my : arms with yours to wield, 


; With yours to join this helmet, lance and ſhield, ; 
| And truſt to prove, when on your ſide I ſtand, = BY 
: Not undeſerving of ſo brave a band. 


Some here may wiſh to learn the warrior's name, 


| | Who thus, a fearleſs candidate for fame, 
| Would with Rogero and his fellows meet 60 
| The dreadful hazards of their hardy feat. 
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SHE 


Of manly ſex, as by her dreſs ſhe ſeem'd. 
| And ſhow d his friends at diſtance on the field, 70 | 
And round the banner throne d a raingled crow'd. 


That by their Mooriſh garb the Warriors knew 

The hoſtile band; amid the ſhouting throng 

They ſaw the hapleſs brethren borne along 
On two low ſteeds, expecting to behold, 

For ſums of wealth their perſons chang d and ſold. 


When theſe are preſent, to begin the fray? ? 80 
Rogero anſwer d—Of th“ invited train —— 
Io crown the banquet, many gueſts remain, | 
Nor yet arriy'd—we form a ſolemn treat, 

And all muſt j Join to make the feaſt complete, 


RE | 7 . Soon 
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SHE then (no longer HE this champion call) : 
Wos bold Marphiſa, from whoſe hand his fall | 8 
Zerbino ſuffer'd, worn by her to A _ | ; 
g Gabrina foul, for every ill prepar's. ; ; 
The good Rogero, and each noble lord 1 5 | A 
Of Clarmont' s houſe, receiy'd with one cverd | a 
The proffer d aid of her, whom all eſteem'd | i 


Not long they ſtay'd, ere Aldiger beheld, 
A banner rais d, that to the breezes flow” d, 


When now advanc'd, ſo near in f git they drew, 


Then thus Marphiſa—Wherefore ſuch delay, 
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Soon will the reſt attend—W hile thus he faid, 
His bold compeers the remnant focs ſurvey'd: 
The traitors of. Maganza's line advance, 

And all is ready to begin the dance. 


There ſwarm'd the numbers of Maganza's crew, 


| With groaning mules in loaded wains, that drew 90 

| Gold, veſts, and precious wealth ; While here were 
ſeen PLE | „ 

The captive brethren, with dejected mien; 

Who lowly rode, in ſhameful ſhackles bound, 

W ith lances, ſwords, and bows, encompaſs'd round; . 

And Bertolagi (cauſe of either's grief) 95 

u. Was heard conferring with the Mooriſh chief. + 


Not Buovo' O's fon, nor he * of Amon's ſtrain, 
5 * 


The traitor preſent, could their wrath contain. 


At once his ſpear in reſt cach warrior took; 


1 . o 
2 1 A - - - 063 "IE reac A — — — —— — — 
2... —— — 
5 | : - * * 
- 4 — 3 mn 2 * . 5 — 


And each, at once, the proud Maganzan ſtruck. 100 


| One through his helm the deadly wound impreſs d; : 


- — * — 7 
3 — — — 

— — 

— — —— —U—-— U—ꝓ—ͤ — vc 


| One drove the thrilling Weapon through his breaſt. 
g As Bertolagi by theſe knights was flain, 50 


— *; tint 2 — — "4 * 
2 — 1 ym . . — — — — 0 . 
ny 


l Like him ſo perih all, that wrong maintain. a 1 | 
; At this Marphiſa with Rogero fir d, 108 i kl 
No other ſignal for th attack requir'd; 


_— an i ; 174 


N e wit 
* RicHARDETTO. . 


And 1 


254 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXVI. 
And ere her ſpear ſhe broke, the martial maid 
Low on the ground three warriors breathleſs laid, 
The other impious chief was worthy found, 
From flerce Rogero' 8 ſpear to meet his wound: :410 
He fell; ard, by the ſame dire weapon flain, 
Two more were ſent to Death's relentleſs reign, 
An error now amidſt th afſail'd was bred, 
That wide and wider to their ruin ſpread: 
Thoſe of Maganza deem'd themſelves betray' 113 
B 57 the fierce Saracens; the Moors, diſmay” d 
By frequent wounds and deaths on every hand, 
With tre acherous murder charg'd Maganza' 0 band; 
Till fell reproach to mutual carnage roſe, 
With ſpears in reſt, drawn ſwords, and bended 
bows. „% ods. 120. 

Now here, now there, by t turns Rogero flew 
On either troop; now ten, now twenty | flew. | 
As many by the virgin's weapon kill'd, 
In divers parts lay ſcatter'd o'er the field. 
The rider from bis ſaddle lifeleſs elk, 
W hene er deſcended either trenchant ſteel ; : 
; Helmet and corſlets yielded where it came; ; 


As crackling ferewood to deſtroying flame. 1 
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t cer you ſaw, or e'er have heard the tale, 


| As to the ſtandard in the fields of air, 
| The buzzing legions for the fight prepare, 


| Amidſt them oft the hun gry ſwallow pours, 


; Rends, kills, or ſcatters, and whole troops devours: 
1 80 $ think Marphiſa, fo Rogero rag' 'd; 195 
| Alike by turns each daſtard troop engag'd. 

; But Richardetto, nor his kinſman chang'd 

| The laughter thus; nor thus alternate rang' d; 


| The band of Saracens untouch” d they leave, 


| Rinaldo's brother, to the dauntleſs mind 
That fits a knight, had mighty prowels j join d; 
And now the hatred he Maganza bore, 


q Gave twofold vigour to his wonted power: 
E Who, like a lion, his reſentment fed; 
| | And both gave way before the craſhing force. 


: What (Gul but here had caught the martial ire? 


| [The choice, the flower of all the warrior-kind. 


 Marphiſa 


How, when fierce factions in the hive prevail, 130 


1 While all their furies to Maganza' 8 cleave. 140 


mis fd the baſe-born ſon of Buovo's bed, 145 


ö Through helm and head his weapon took its courſe, 


| VB hat breaſt but here had olow' d with Hettor's 8 fire? 1 
ö | Here, with Marphiſa and Rogero | join 'd, "4 $1- 
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Marphiſa, as ſhe fought, oft turn'd key eyes, 


| Sometimes ſhe deem'd that Mars had from above 
Left his fifth heaven, the fights of men to prove. 
She mark'd his dreadful ſword, that never fail'd, 
Againſt whoſe edge no temper'd ſteel avail d; 160 
The helm and cuiraſs ſtrong it pierces through, | 
It cleaves the rider to the ſeat in two, 
And ſends, divided, in a crimſon tide, 


The corſe in equal parts on either ſide, 


But with his wretched lord the courſer ſlays. ; 


f of the wounds given by knights-errant in romances, ſo often ridiculed 
by Cervantes, and for which Arioſto is, with theſe authors, liable to 
the cenſure of extravagance. ' The hoſt, who, like Don Quixote, b 
intoxicated with reading romances, makes the following eulogium on 
thoſe performances, in anſwer to the prieſt who had recommended hiſ 
tory, & Before God, your worſhip ſhould have read what I have real | 
concerning Felixmarte of Hyr« nia, who with one baek-ſtroke, cit 


c6ds,” 


And view'd her comrades' deeds with vaſt ſurpriſe; 
She prais'd them all ; but good Rogero rais'd 15; 


Her wonder moſt, him o'er mankind: fhe prais d: 


Nor, deaden'd there, its dreadful fury ſtays, 163 


15 
* > J r . . 3 2 
— — —— 


ver. 167. ad ſends, broided i in a 3 lad, c 
Tye corſe in equal parts on either fide, _ 
Nor, deaden'd there, &c.] Theſe paſſages remind 6 i 


aſunder five giants in the middle, as if my had Wen 9 ny bean- 


Jarvis Don bon, vol. 4; B. iv. C . 
VVT From 
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| From many a neck his falchion lops the head ; 

| Of o'er the hips, ſheer through the body ſped, 

| ſt parts the trunk : now five the rapid ſteel 

| Severs at once—and more 1 fear to tell, 170 
Leſt truth ſhould falſehood ſeem: but Turpin fam'd, 
| Who Knew the truth, and what he knew proclaim' d, 
: Leaves men to credit or reject his page, 

ö Which blazons deeds unknown in this degenerate age. 
Alike appear'd Marphiſa's martial ire, 175 
ler foes all frozen, and herſelf all fire! 
While ſhe no leſs attracts Rogero' 8 gaze, 

ö Than he before might claim the virgin's praiſe: 

; And as the deem'd him Mars, ſo, had he known 


His partner” 8 ſex, to equal wonder won 180 


Ot her great deeds, he ſure had ſtil'd the fair 
| he dread Bellona, patroneſs of war! 
Caught each from each, their kindling ardor roſe, 


: Dire emulation for their wretched foes! 


ö On w hom they thus their mutual proweſs ſhow'd, 185 


ö On nerve, on bone, on limbs all drench'd in blood. 

| Full ſoon the might of theſe reſiſtleſs four 

| [if pers d each camp, and broke theirſtron geſt power. 
Who hop'd to ſcape, his limbs from armour freed, 


| _And ſtript 1 in lighter veſture wes his ſpced.. 190 


Vor. III. 8 Happy 
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Happy the man whoſe courſer ſwifteſt flies, 


No common pace his ſafety now ſupplies; 


While he, who wants a ſteed, laments the har ms 


That more on foot attend the trade of arms. 


The field and plunder to the conquering band 193 


Were left; nor guard, nor muleteer remain'd, 


There fied Maganza' s force, here fled the Moor, 


Thoſe left the priſoners, theſe their ng ſore. 
With joyful looks, and with exulting mind, 
The noble kinſmen haſten'd to unbind 200 


Vivian and Malagigi, whilſt a train 


h Bore he caps of treaſure from the loaded wain; "I 
. aſes of lilver wrought, (the victor's prize) 
And female veſts that flam'd with coſtly ew. 
Viands, on which their hunger might be fed, 


bY ith generous wines, and all- ſuſtaining una. 


Bac h helm unlac' d, the noble warr jor-maid 


Appear d confeſt : her golden locks Arien 4 


—— 4 - 
** I : — — 


— the wart ad 


2 cnfe if 4 80 Britomart difarms 1 


Spenſer. 


With chat her glitering ws he misc d, 
Which Gott her golden locks that were upbound = 
Still in a kn wt, unto her heels down trac'd. | 


Fairy QUEEN, Book III. C. iv. 8. 5 


Both poets compare their reſpective beroines to Bellona. 


J 5 
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her hidden ſex, and on her lovely face 
| Bright ſhone. the charms that female features 


| With rapture, all the generous virgin view'd, 

| And now to learn her glorious name they ſu'd: 

| She, with her friends, to mild deportment us'd, 

| Complacent heard, nor what they wiſh'd refus' d. 
On her, whoſe deeds ſo late their wonder rais d, 215 
| Fach ardent knight with eye infatiate gaz'd: 

| She on Rogero ; him alone ſhe heard, 

| With him alone ſhe ſtood, with him conferr” d. 

| But now the pages call'd her to repair 

; W here, by a fountain 8 ſide, the feaſt to ſhare, 220 
Jn the cool ſhelter which a hill diſplay d, 

ö Her friends repos 'd beneath the grateful ſhade. 

| This fountain, rais'd with art, was one of four 
Which Merlin made i in France by magic lore; 

| Of puteſt marble was the ſtructure bright, 223 
1 With dazzling poliſh ſmooth, and milky white; gh 
Here Merlin, by his {kill divine, had brought 
Expreſſive forms in riſing ſculpture wrought. 
Thou would' t have ſaid . ſeem'd | in aft. to 


ſtrive, 


grace. | 55 


| And breathe, and move—in al but ha alive! 230 
, | on n There 
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Of fearful aſpect, and of mingled frame: 


* — 


There, ſculptur'd, from the woods a monſter Came, 


—T Wins.” 


Moſt of the commentators have explained this monſter to mean Au. 
rice, which had over-run all the Chriſtian world, and brought ſcan. 


in an age of allegory, ſays, that Arioſto deſcribes this vice very 


namely, ravenous and never ſatisfied; a lion's griſly Jaw, terrible and 
John Harrington's tranſlation of this book. 


far ſuperior to Dante, 8 who ſimply rrprelents Avari ice in the form of; a 


- Fairy Queen, Book I. C. viii. St. 48. 


ſtances, that Arioſto means to repreſent Avarice. Spenſer, Whole 
work is one continued allegory, would ſometimes be totally uninte!- 
ligible, but that he generally pron the names to his perſoniſſed cha- 


— 


Ver. 231. There, ſculptur*d, from the woods a monſter 12 1 8 


dal on the profeſſors of the faith. Sir John Harrington, who lire 


ſigniſicantly; he makes „ her ugly, becauſe of all vices it is mol 
hateful; ears of an aſs, being for the moſt part ignorant, or at lea 
careleſs of other men's good opinions; a wolf in head and breaſ, 


devouring; a fox in all the reſt, wily and crafty.” See notes to $i 
 Lavezuola, a commentator, extols this deſcription of Arjoſts, a3 


lean and n wolf. 


6 E una lupa, che di tutta | Kms 
| Scontra carca con la ſua magrezza, 5 


1 


E molte Wan fe gia viver grame. N 
lerzavo, cu. . 


——Inflam'd with every y fierce deſi ire, 
A famiſh'd ſhe-Wolf like a ſpectre cane, 
Beneath whoſe gripe ſhall mo a wretch expire. 
Harun. 
Mr. Upton thinks, that by this . is characteriſed Super: 
non, as ignorant, ravenous, cruel, and cunning. See his note t0 


The different explanations prove the uncertainty that often attend: 
allegorical deſeription, though I cannot but think, from many circa 


racters. | . | 1 
| 5 | 105 
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An aſs's ears, a wolf's ſtern front he wore, 
W ith ravening teeth as long undrench'd with gore; 
; K lion's rending paws: in all the reſt e 
[Hs ſhape and hue the wily fox expreſs'd. 

: Vith rage untam d he travers'd Gallia's land, 
| | Spain, Italy, and IE ngland's diſtant ſtrand : 

F Europe and Aſia had his force 0 er- run, 
And every clime beneath the rolling ſun. 240 
. here ler he paſs d the wounds or deaths he dealt, 
1 he low, the proud, and every ſtation felt; 

Jut moſt the laſt—his felleſt wrath he pour d 

| 0: king, on prince, on potentate and lord. 

Inne Rowen court his worſt of furies knew, 40 
g In lere popes : and mitred cardinals he flew, 
: Tins beaſt the hallow'd ſeat of Peter ſoil d, 

| Lad with lewd ſcandals the pure faith defil'd. 

1 core the monlter” s rage in ruins fall, 


4 


Each {trong-built fort, and well-defended wall. 250 


* 


i? honours even divine he dares pretend; 

ö m makes th? inſenfate crowd i in homage bend; 

I Pic: ſervile tongues his! impious glories ſwell, 
[And boaſts to keep the keys of heaven and hell. 

| Behold : 


— 


8 —— — 
— — * 


Ver. 254. "od 7 to beep the bow. Kc. ] It is not PSS to 
U how far Arioſto meant to carry his ſatire, but a Proteſtant com- 


8 5 85 mentator 
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Behold a warrior near, who round his hairs 233 


The ſacred wreath of regal laurel wears: 


Three youths beſide, whoſe kin gly veſtments hold, 


Inwrought with lilk, the fleur-de-lis of gold: 
With theſe a lion the like ſignal ſhows; 


| And all combin'd the raging beaſt oppoſe. 5 200 


| Ofone the name is graven o'er his head, 


The name of one is in his garment read. 


Behold the chief, who to the hilt bas gor d 


The monſter s bowels with his crimſon'd ſword: 


Francis the Firſt of France—and near him ſtands 265 


Great Maximilian, lord of Auſtria” s lands; 
| The emp' 'ror Charles (the fifth that bears the name 
Has pierc d his ravenous throat with deadly aim. 
5 Henry the Eighth of England next ſucceeds, 
Pierc'd by whoſe ſhaft in front the ſavage bleeds; 270 
Leo the Tenth, the name yon lion bears, 


5 Who faſtening on bis ears the monſter tears: 


mentator might very eaſily deduce from this paſſage a ſevere ref 


tion on the fale of pardons and indulgences, in order to feed the 
avarice of the Romiſh clergy, _ | 
Ver. 271: Leo the Tenth—] Pope Leo * hath figured unde! 


the ſimilitude of a lion, in which manner the poet often ſpeaks 0 


him; a kind of Panning alluſion to his name. 


Clok 
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Cloſe and more cloſe theſe four the foe invade, 


And others now advancing join in aid. 


2 


Pale terror ſeems to fly from every place, 2 

1 While, ready to retrieve each paſt diſgrace, 

The nobles, though but few, united ſtrive, 

And the dire peſt at length of life deprive, 
Marphiſa with the knights impatient ſought 


To know the chiefs at full, whoſe arms had wrought 
A deed ſo brave, by whom the beaſt lay dead, 281 


That far and wide ſuch deſolation ſpread; 
Since the fair fount, with fi cures ſculptur'd « o'er, 


The names difcover' d, but reveal'd no more. 


on Malagigi Vivian turns his eyes, JC 


W ho near in ſilence ſat, and thus he cries: 

Tis thou muſt ſpeak what all requeſt to learn, 

For in thy looks thy knowledge [I diſcern: 
day, what are thoſe, whoſe weapons, well employ'd, 
Have, with yon lion's aid, the beaſt 88 290 
Then Malagigi— Think not you behold | 

b A paſt event in ſtory'd annals told; 


Know firſt, the chiefs you ſee are __ unborn, 


The chiefs whoſe deeds the marble fount adorn. 294 


Seven hundred years elaps' d, their matchleſs worth | 


Shall gladden, i in their age, the wondering earth: 


4 05 Merlin, 
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| Merlin, the magic ſage, this fountain made, 

bl What time the Britiſh realm king Arthur ſway'd. 
| From hell this monſter came to plague mankind, 


When lands were firſt by ſtated bounds confin'd; 300 
When commerce, weights, and meaſures firſt began, 


When written laws were fram'd ” twixt man and man, 


Ver, 310. 


l As yet his power no diſtant realm attain'd, 

l | But various countries long unhurt remain d: 

1 5 He troubles, i in our a ge, full many a place, 305 
f And ſpreads his miſchiefs through the human race. 
h —_— Since firſt on carth appear d th' infernal beaſt, 

| We ſee, and fill ſhall ſee; his bulk i increas' d 7 

1 Beyond the worſt of plagues; not chat fo fam' d 

i In ancient page, terrific Python nam'd, 90 
94 Can equal this What carnage hall be ſpread! 
. „ In every part what baneful venom ſhed! 

| Whate'er the ſculpiure ſhows his rage exceeds; 5 
4 = Unuticrable and deteſted deeds! : 
# Long ſhall the groaning world for mercy foe 315 
| 1 When theſe, whoſe names are read, theſe choſen tew, 
9 terrific Python —] Python was a monſtrous 


| ſerpent, ſaid by the ancient poets to have been engendered from the 
4 ſlime of the earth after the deluge. tle was killed by the darts of 


Apollo; in commemoration of which event were inſtituted the 
Pythian games. 


| V hoſe 


A I arm tatttts enter eain_ — — — — 1 —— — 
— — 
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Whoſe ſame muſt ſhine like Phoebus” beams dif- 
play'd, 


| At utmoſt need ſhall bring their glorious aid. 
Not one ſhall more the cruel beaſt appall, 


Than Francis, whom the Franks their ſovereign call. 


e firſt of men with happy omens led, 32 1 


The crown ſcarce ſettled on his youthful head, 


Shall eroſs th' oppoling Alps, and render vain 


\Whate'er againſt him would the paſs maintain; 324 


impell'd by generous wrath t' avenge the ſhame 


Which h from the ruſtic folds and ſheep- cotes came, cc 


M. ich ſudden inroad, on the Gallic name. 

| 10 Lombardy' s rich fields he then deſcends, 
| The flower of Gallia on his march attends. 
T ih Helvetian power he routs, as never more 330 
To raiſe its pride to what it coſe before: 


* 


Ver. 320. Then Francis, —] The poet, in this gy! ale: 


| brates the liberality of the moſt magnanimous king Francis I. the 


ſucceſſor of Lewis XII. who, for the unbounded generoſity of his 


diſpoſition, may not only be ſaid to have deeply wounded, but in "op 


manner deſtroyed, the monſter Avarice. He was a munificent Pa- 
© tron of art and genius. 


Ver. 326. Which from the ruftic 1 and bet p- cotes came — 


The poet means the Switzers, who, at that time followed no em- 


ployment in their own country but that of ſhepherds and herdſmen. 


Then 


4 1 
* 4 ” = — 2 — . 
——— — —„—ͤ — — no” — dens; — mw _ 1 5 
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| Him Alexander $ fortune ſhall attend: 
On every deed in vain our toil we bend, 3457 
Unleſs good fortune our deſigns * 
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Then to the church's ſcandal, to the ſtain 
Of either camp, of Florence and of Spain, 


He ſtorms the caſtle, which till then was held, 333 
Through firength of bulwark, never to be quell d. 
Where'er he wields his weapon, proſtrate lies 
Each hoſtile ſtandard, or before him flies: 

Nor foſſe nor rampart can his force oppoſe, 

And ſtrongeſt walls in vain the town encloſe. 

This glorious chief ſhall every gift poſſeſs - 340 
By Heaven decreed the happieſt prince to bleſs: 
As Cæſar brave; his prudence far renown d, | 


As his at Thraſymene and Trebia found: 


Thus Malagigi ſpoke, and new deſire 


In every knight was kindled to enquire 


The names of other chiefs, whoſe arms could quell 


The dreadful beat by whom ſuch numbers fell. 350 


OI" 


Ver. 3 36. Where er he welds, &c. ] He means the emperor 


Charles V. whom he compares to Cæſar for his valour, to Fabius 
Maximus for his pradence, and to Alexander the Great for | bis 
i ſucceſ. 


There, 


) 
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T here, midſt the firſt, was read Bernardo's name, 
Whom Merlin's ſculpture chronicled to fame: 

By him ſhall Bibiena gain renown, 
With neighbouring Florence, and Sienna” 8 town. 
No foot ſhall ſtep before Giovanni $ place; = WIS 
Ghiſmond or Ludovico's deeds efface. 
Franciſco ſee, nor from his generous fire 


Brave Frederico ſhrinks: an equal = 


His 


Ver. 3 51. . Bbernards's name] This Bernardo was 
ſurnamed Divitio, though he was generally called Bibiena, from the 


town of that name near Florence, where he reſided. He attached 
>  hiralelf to the fortune of Giovanni di Medici, afterwards Leo, and 


was by him created cardinal of Santa Maria, in Portico. He wrote 
che comedy called Callandra, and cauſed it to be repreſented at Rome 
by the young nobility, in honour of Iſabella ducheſs of Mantua. 


He died at no advanced age, having conceived hopes of obtaining | 


the popedom on the deceaſe of Leo. 


Ver. 355. — Ciovanni Chiſmond — Ludovico — Three car- 


dinals, Giovanni Salviati, one of the moſt ancient and illuſtrious 


families of Florence; a man of profound learning and virtue. 


Ghiſmondo Gonzaga, created cardinal by Julius II. The third was 
T.udovico of e likewiſe a cardinal. 


Ver. 3 57. | Franciſco fee—] Franciſco Gonzaga, fecond of 
the name, and fourth marquis of Mantua, he ſucceeded to the poſ- 
*:ſhons of his father Frederic at 29 years of age, and fought 
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His kinſmen feel: alike each dauntleſs look : 


Ferrar'as there, and here Urbino's duke: 


£5 
„5 
Pa 


From one of theſe brave Guidobaldo ſprung, 
Purſues his fire, with love of glory ſtung: 


With Ottobon there Sinabaldo drives 


The raging beaſt, and each for conqueſt ſtrives. 


— —„—„— 


— — 


againſt Charles VIII. of. France; he was a general of conſummate 
ſkill and intrepidity, and Charles, enamoured of his worth, In Van 
endeavoured | to corrupt his faith, and detach him {rom the Ve. 


netians. 9 85 5 : - -F-ORNARI, 


Ver. 358. . raten Fredaies Go 0D7291, ſon of 


| Franciſco, after the death of is father, was by Leo X. made cap- 
tain general of the Roman church, and of the republic of Florence. 
He was magnificent, liberal, juſt, and a great patron of virtue and 

learning. „„ Pant 


„Ver. 360. Ferrara s dive, and here Urbino: s duke :—] Alphonſo 


of Eſte, and Franciſco Maria delle Rov ere. 


Ver. 361. 


Guidolaldo— Guidobaldo the ſecond, alen 


| wards duke of B ſon of Franceſco Maria. 


Ver. 363. —Ottobon—Sinabaldo—] Of theſe names were tuo 


noble youths, brothers of the family of Fliſchi at Genoa. Ottobon 
Was an eccleſiaſtic. Theſe retired into voluntary exile, that they | 
might not, by a private enmity which they had incurred, draw a war 
upon their country. There were likewiſe two pontiffs of the ſame 
name. One was Innocent IV. firſt called Sinabaldo of Genoa, of 
the family of the Fliſchi. le ordered the cardinals to wear a red 


hat, and was a liberal and munificent pontift. The other, Adrian 


IV. before called Ottobon, nephew of pope Innocent IV. of the 
lame family and country, created cardinal by his uncle, He was a ” 
man of great ability and applicati ion, but lived only. forty days alter > : 
| 5 he came tO the papal chair, | | 


FornAi. 5 


Lewis 
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Lewis of Gazalo, with ſpeeding art, 265 


Warms in the monſter's neck the feather d dart: 

lis dart and bow had Phœbus' gift ſupply'd, 

When Mars the falchion girded to his ſide. 

dee two Hippolitos of Eſte's breed ; 

Two Hercules, and next of kindred ſeed 370 
| Another Hercules, and near him ſhine 
| A third Hippolito: this laſt the line 

| Of Medicis: the firſt Gonzaga's race: 

* All theſe with equal warmth the monſter chace. 


— —— — e 


— 


Vet. 365. Lewis of Gaz ao Luigi Gonzaga, ſurnamed 


Rodomont from his valour, was the ſon of Ludovico Gonzapa, and 


called Gazalo from a caſtle which he held. This perſon is further 


ſpoken of i in the ſnc cecding notes. 


two Hippolitos—} One, to whom the poet de- 
Hieates his book; the other, fon of Alphonſo duke of Ferrara, like- 
wiſe a cardinal. 


Ver. 369. 


Fox xARI. 


Ver. 370. Tue Bek Hercules, the father of Alphonſo ; 


duke of Ferrara, and his fon afterwards duke of Ferrara. 


| Forxarr. 


Ver. 371 n Hereules—a third Hippolito—] Hercules 
| Gonzaga, cardinal of Mantua: Hippolito of the honoured family of 
| Medicis, cardinal of St. Lovenza. He died by poifon, much lament- 


ed tor his many virtues. e 
| | FoRNARI. 
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Not Julian's ſon above his ſire prevails, 375 
Nor in his brother's ſteps Ferrantes fails: 
Unconquer'd Dorea ſhows an equal mind : 

By none Franciſco Sforza left behind. 

See two appear, whoſe blood illuſtrious flows 
From noble Av olo, whoſe banner ſhows 380 
The rock which whelm'd beneath Typhœus bore, | 


>02us fell with ſerpents cover'd o'er. 


7 - > 


Ver. 355. Not Julian's ſon—] The brother of Lorenzo of 
Medicis was called Julian, and loft his life in a popular inſurrection : 


but his death was afterwards ſeverely y revenged by the Florentines, 


His fon was Pope Clement VII. born a few days after his father's 
death... 2» 


Ver. 376. Ferranteu—] Ferrantes Gonzaga, brother o 
the duke of Minis at one time viceroy of the iſland of Sicily, and 


afterwards lieutenant of the duchy of Milan, and general of the army 
for the emperor. 


 Foanani, 


 Forxanu, 


Ver. z 77. Bee Dor a— See Book xv. note to ver 
218, where his character 1 IS diſplayed at large. 


378 Franciſeo Sforza—] He means the Second Franciſco 


Sforza, ſon of Ludovico il Moro, who having married the daughter 


of Chriſticrn king of Datia, and liſter | to Charles V. obtained the 
duchy of Milan. | Foxxazr 


-t7v0 apprar, whoſe blood abe las flows 

Fr rom noble Avolo —1 This noble family of the 
Avoli came from Spain, well known at Toledo, and of great repute 
and antiquity, 1 .Forxa8. 


Ver. 379. 


Scarce 
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Scarce one ſo prompt as theſe in noble deed, 


Scarce one 15 prompt to make the monſter bleed. 


See here Franceſco of Peſcara fam d, 385 


. And there Alphonſo ſee of Vaſco nam d. 

| Where is Gonfalvo next, whoſe acts mall raiſe 
The Spaniſh realm with never- dying praiſe? 

Of him would Malagigi gladly tell, 


Whom none, in this intrepid band, excel, 390 


Ver. 385. — Franceſco of Peſcara—] Marquis of Peſcara 


z and ton of Alphonſo. He was a great commander, and proſperous 


in cyery undertaking, except at Ravenna, where, receiving many 


wounds, he was taken priſoner; but fortune from that time was ever 


farourable to him. To the ſtudy of arms he joined the embelliſh- 


; ment of letters; and while priſoner with the French, addreſſed to his 
| wite Victoria an elegant dialogue on love. At laſt, after many vic- 
tories obtained over the French, his ſtrengh being waſted with fatigue, 


he died in the flower of his age, covered with laurels. FoRNARI. 


Ver. 386. — . Alpbonſ—of Vaſco—)] Couſin to the before-named 


C Francele, and no o leſs an ornament to the houſe of Avoli. 


-Gonſalvo—] Gonſalvo Ferrantes was born 


Ver. 387. 


* Cordova in Andaluſia, of an ancient and noble family. By his af. 
iſtance Ferdinando conquered the city of Granada, and the kingdom 


3 of Naples. He gained the title of Great, and at laſt died of a fever 
u the ſeventy- ſecond year of his age, in the year 1315. FoRNARI. 


William 


FokNARI. 
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William of Monſerrato's name is read, 
With thoſe who come the monſter's blood to ſhed, 
While midſt the chiefs that thus th' aſſault main- 
tain, 5 
Lo! ſome are wounded there, 1 here are ſlain. 
Ihus in diſcourſe, the banquet of the mind, 395 
Their hunger fled, on carpets rich reclin'd, 
Beſide the fount! in bowery ſhades they lay, T 
And careleſs paſs'd the ſultry hours away; 
While Malagigi, and while Vivian dreſt 
In ſhining ſteel, kept watch to guard the reſt 40 
Now unaccompany 'd behold a dame, 
With looks impatient, to the fountain came: 
Hippalca was ſhe call d, from whom the hand 
| Of ruthleſs Rodomont Frontino gain' 'di 
. Him all the live-long day purſu'd the maid, 405 
With threats to move him, or with prayers 1 
ſuade; 
But when ſhe found nor threats nor r prayers ſucceed | 


Direct for Agriſmont ſhe bent her W 


6à—— 
1 2 , 


Ver. 391. William if ere Her means William the 
third marquis of Monſerrato. He was rich in every accompliſhment 
of mind and body, and gained Wy victories in France. He died 

in the flower of bis age. | 8 Foxx As. 


Since 
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Since there ſhe heard (but how, remains untold). 


Rogero ſtay'd with Richardetto bold. 410 


| The place full well ſhe knew, the ready way 
As well ſhe knew that near the fountain lay. 
| She came, and ſudden there Rogero view'd; 


| But as Love's prudent envoy, well indu'd 


| With cautious thought, whatever chance might 


fall, 3 


| And prompt to change at meet occaſion's call; 116 


b Soon as her lady's brother ſhe beheld, 

She check d her bridle, and her haſte repell' d, 

2 And midſt the warriors coldly paſſing by, 

On young Rogero caſt a ſtranger” 8 eye. 120 
| Then Richardetto role to meet the dame, 


; And aſk'd her whither bound, and whence ſhe came. 


: She then with heavy cheer, and eyes yet red 
1 From many a falling tear, thus, ſighing, faid; 


| But ſpoke ſo loud, that brave Rogero 8 ear, 425 


] W ho ſtood beſide, might every accent hear. 

ö Late, at your liſter's charge, o'er hill and plain 
; 1 led a generous courſer by the rein, | 

| lu the ſwift race, and fields of battle prov'd, 


E K 'rontino call'd, and much the ſteed ſhe loy'd. 430 
Vor. III. : T. Full 
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Full thirty miles I unmoleſted paſs'd, 


And hop'd ſecure to reach Marſeilles at laſt; 

To which ere long ſhe meant to bend her way, 
And bade me there for her arrival ſtay 

A few ſhort days—and ſuch my fond belief 435 
thought the world knew not ſo bold a chief 


Fo ſeize the beaſt, when I, t' oppoſe the deed, 


Should ſay—< Rinaldo's fiſter owns the ſteed.” 
But vain my thoughts have pro d, ſince yelter 


ſun 


A Pagan hand by force Frontino won; - 0 


Nor, when he heard his noble owner) 8 name, 


Reſtor' d the courſer, or allow d the claim. 


With many a curſe, with many a fruitleſs prayer, 
| Him I purſu' d; nor yet have left him far, 


Where his ſtol'n courſer, and his boaſted might, 44; 
Can ſcarce defend him, cloſely preſs'd i in fight 


| By one who ſeem'd to challenge all his ſkill, 


And may l truſt, avenge the wrongs I feel. 


4 5 ge : N 
4. 23.4 I 8 , ? * * * 


Ver. 431. 2 ull 1 thing mile] 10 the id Book, aue ſay 
ten miles oye | 
Ver. 447 37 one 3 1 d, Kc. Aer Rodomont: had 


taken Frontino from Hippalca, ſhe followed him till he met Mad 


cardo, with whom he left him engaged in ſingle chung Lo Which 


7 circumſtance ne here alludes. See Poel! xxiv. 


She 
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| She ſaid; and ſcarcely thus her ſpeech could cloſe, 
Ere, ſtarting from his ſeat, Rogero roſe, "080 
: And, turning ſwift to Richardetto, pray'd 
| (The ſole reward he aſk'd for welcome aid 

But late beſtow'd) that he alone might go, 


; And with the damſel ſeek her daring foe, 
| The haughty Saracen, whoſe lawleſs force 455 
| Had from her guidance reft the warrior horſe. 

Fl Though Richardetto deem'd it ill became 


A courteous champion, at another's claim, 
90 To quit the deed that on his honour lay; 

} To good Rogero's ſuit, who bade adieu, 
And with Hippalca from the reſt withdrew; 
Who, left behind, all filent with amaze, 
4; Scarce found a tongue his valorous acts to praiſe. 
Hippalca to th' impatient knight declares 

| Her tender greeting, in whoſe gentle breaſt 

E His matchleſs virtues ever liv'd impreſt, 

Which late before her faithful lips had told, 


| She laid, the Pagan, as he ſeiz'd the ſteed, 
| This vaunt had added to his lawleſs deed: 


| Yet, now compell'd, he gave unwilling way 460 
Meantime at diſtance now from liſtening ears, 465 


i But Richardetto's fight her ſpeech control'd: | 470 


«Ü - *fliws 


2376 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXVI. 
“ Since 'tis Rogero's, I more gladly make 
This courſer mine, which, if he would retake, 
Tell him, whene'er he dares aſſert his right, 475 
I ne'er ſhall ſeek to hide me from his light; 
That Rodomont am 1—whoſe dauntleſs name, 
Where'er I go, my noble deeds proclaim.” 

| Rogero heard, and by his features ſhow'd 
| What deep reſentment in his boſom glow'd: 480 
Frontino much he priz d, and more he lov'd, 
As ſent from her whoſe deeds her truth had prov'd: 
He deem'd this outrage done i in foul deſpite, 

To ſtain the name and honour of a knight; 
And ſhame were his, unleſs his arm with ſpeed 185 


From Rodomont redeem the generous ſteed, 


And on the Sarzan' $head avenge th' un gentle deed, 
| The dame Rogero led with eager pace, 
- To bring him with the Sarzan face to face: 
T hey journey'd till they reach'd a double way: 490 
One, down the plain ; one, up the mountain lay; $4 
And either to the neighbouring valley brought, 
Where Rodomont with Mandricardo tought: 
Short was the uphill path, but rough to tread : 
Longer, but ſmooth, the path that downward led; 495 
. „„  Hippalca 
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Hippalca took the firſt, in zeal to gain 

Ine loſt Frontino, and revenge obtain. 

The king of Algiers, with the dwarf, the dame, 

| And Tartar kniqht, the way leſs rugged came. 


Wich Doralis, the lovely cauſe of ſtrife, 501 
In friendlluip rode, deſcending to the plain, IT 

And reach'd the fountain where the noble train, 
© Where Malagigi, and where Vivian ſtay 553 
b Where Aldiger and Richardetto laid, 505 
| With bold Marphiſa reſted in the ſhade. f 

Marphiſa, at each noble knight J requeſt, 


| ; Had cloth' d her perſon 1 in a female veſt, 


M ith rich attire and coſtly ornament, 


An though but rare appear d the martial maid. 
. ihout her cuiraſs, helm and beamy blade; 5 
7 Yet, at their ſuit, ſhe now her mail unbrac'd, 


And ſhone a dame with every beauty grac d. 


He purpos'd from her knights the dame to win, 
| And, in exchange for Doralis, beſtow 
Her youthful beauties on his rival foe, 


T5 | As 


Theſe knights, who ſought but late each other's lite, 


| By Bertolagi to Lanſuſa ſent ; 510 


Soon as the Tartar had Marphiſa ſeen, N 


——— — 
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As if the lover ſhould ſuch terms approve, 


To fell a miltreſs, or transfer a love! : 520 


With joy he view'd Marphiſa's mien and face, 


That worthy ſeem'd the braveſt Knight to grace; 


And ſudden every chief he there beheld 
He call d to jouſt, and dar'd them to the field. 


Vivian and Malagigi, ready dreſt ET, 525 
In helmet, plate, and mail to guard the reſt, 
| Upſtarted from their ſeats, prepar'd to fight 


Wich each advancing chief; but Sarza's knight, 


Who came not thither in the jouſts to run, 


Stood ſtill, and left the champions one to one. 530 
Firſt Vivian, with > heart unus'd to fear, 


: Firm i in the reſt declin' d Aa ponderous ſpear: 


The Pagan monarch with ſuperior force 


Appear'd well vers'd i in every dreadful courſe: 


Each aim'd his weapon, where hedeem 'dthe blow 3: 


” Might ſureſt take—full on his helm the foe 

From gallant Vivian s hand receiv'd the Ahe! 
But he nor fell, nor bow'd beneath the ſhock. 
The Pagan king his tougher ſpear impell'd, 


Which broke, like i ice, the plates of Vivian' s ſhield: 


Hurl' d from his ſeat, amid the flowery way, 541 
i Stretch d on his fide the hapleſs warrior lay. 


Then 
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Then Malagigi, rouz'd at honour's call, 
In haſte advanc'd t' avenge his brother's fall; 


ö But unadvis' d his haſte ſo ill he far'd, 545 


He leſs aveng 'd him than his fortune ſhar'd. 


The third brave brother, eager for the ight, 


Before his kinſman on his courſer light 
Leaps clad in arms, the Saracen defies, , 


Throws up the reins, and to the trial flies, 550 


Fierce on the Pagan s temper'd helm, below 
e vizor's light, reſounds the forceful blow : 


Shiver'd 1 in four, the ſpear to heaven aſcends : 


1 Firm ſits the night, nor in the ſaddle bends. 


The Tartar < champion, i in the furious courſe, 555 


C On Aldiger s left ſide with cruel force 


His w eapon drov e The ſhield oppov'd i in vain, 


And leſs the cuiraſs could the ſtroke ſaſtain : 


Through his white ſhoulder paſs'd the ruthleſs ſteel, 
And wounded Aldiger began to reel; 560 


Then falling, « on the flowery turf lay ſpread, 
All pale his features, and his armour red! ! 


Next Richardetto to th' encounter preſs, 


And comings, 1 ſo — a ſpear in reſt, 


— — 


ver ba. All fale hi his 1 &c. 1 Literal from the lala. 2 


Roſſo ſu P arme e pallido nel volto, : 


4 | YT: 
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And prov'd how juſtly (often prov'd before) 565 
The name of Paladin of France he bore. 
Well on the Pagan knight his ſpear he bent, 

an Had favouring fortune anſwer'd his intent, 

But headlong on the ground he lay 0 erthrown, 
His falling courſer s fault, and not his own. 570 

No knight appearing more whoſe venturous hand 
With Mandricardo i in the jouſt might ſtand, 

The Pagan deem'd his arms had won the dame, 


bi} | And where ſhe ſate he near the fountain came, 

1 5 
0 ij And thus began—Thou, damſel, art my Prize, 575 
15 8 


If ; in thy cauſe no other champion riſe 
; To rein the ſteed—thy charms revert to me, 
For fo, thou know'ſt, the laws of arms decree. 
1 Marphiſa, raiſing with indignant pride 
5 5 Her haughty looks—Thy judgment errs (ſhe cry'd) , 
| 3 grant the plea (nor ſhould thy right decline) 581 

That 1 by laws of war were juſtly thine; 

Did I, of theſe thy ſpear to earth has thrown, 5 
„ One for my lord, or for my champion own. 
ö „ ] own no lord, to none have ſubject been, 585 
5 5 And he who wins me, from myſelf muſt win. 
jþ ; I wield the buckler, and the lance ſuſtain, N 
And many a knight by me has preſs'd the plain. 


* 


GY 
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My arms and ſteed The hery virgin ſaid, 


; And, at her word, the ready ſquires obey'd. 590 
Stripp 'd off her flowing robe, i in veſture light 
| dle ſtands with well-turn'd limbs reveal'd to fight; 


Beauty and ſtrength uniting in her frame, 


All fave her face the God of war proclaim. 


And now with plate and mail encompaſs d round, 595 


Her ſword ſhe girts, and, with an active bound, 


Beſtrides her ſteed, which, govern'd by her hand, 


Rears, turns, and wheels ſubſervient to command. 


Now boldly ſhe the Pagan prince defies, 


Wields her ſtrong lance, and to th encounter flies. 


1 pentheſilea thus, in battle prov 95 5 601 
0 Through 6 7 rojan fields to meet Achiiltes 1 mov vod. 


Cloſe to the graſp, like brittle glaſs, 1 were rent 
The craſhing ſpears; but neither rider bent | 


One foot, one inch—then fir'd with generous rage, 


To prove how well her daring foe could wage 606 


A cloſer fight, Marphiſa bar'd the ſword, 


| And ruth d intrepid on the Tartar lord. 

| The Tartar, who the dame unhurt eſpies, 
, Blaſphemes each element, and threats the ſkies; 6 10 
| While he, who hop'd his ſhield to rend i in twain, 


Accuſes heaven | in no o leſs angry ſtrain, 


— UNI — —U— 


5 Each 
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Each wields the gleaming ſword, while batter' 
round, 


Their jointed arms ; like beaten anvils ſound. 


Alike in arms of fated ſteel attir d, 615 = 


Arms never more than on this day requir d: 
| 80 ſtrong the helm, the cuiraſs, plate, and greave, 
No point could pierce them, and no edge could 
cCleave. . 5 
The ſtrife had laſted till the feting light, 
Nor yet th” enſuing day had clos'd the fight, 
But Rodomont ruſh'd in their rage to ſtay, 
And chide his rival for ill-tim'd delay. 
If war thou ſeek'ſt (the king of Algiers cry ya) : 
Firſt let us two our late diſpute decide. 5 
Thou know'ſt (he faid) our truce was made to give 
2 Our monarch ſuccour, and his camp relieve; 626 
Nor muſt we, ere our friends are freed from harms, 
| Engage i in jouſts, or mix in fiercer arms. 
Then to Marphiſa, with a courteous air, . 
He turn'd, and ſhow'd the regal meſſenger, 630 
And told her how from Agramant he came, „ 
5 To aſk their ſwords to ſave the Moorith name; 5 
And hop'd, at his requeſt her valour won, | 
| Would aid the cauſe of king Troyano' s fon : 


By 
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By this 'twere better far, with generous aim, 635 
| To lift to heaven the pinions of her fame, 

| Than by low brawls defeat the orcat deſign, 
Againſt the common foe their ſtrength to join. 
Long had Marphiſa wiſh'd, with ſword and lance, 


To prove, i in equal field, the peers of France, 640 


C Who fought for Charles; ; and hence the dame © | 
agreed 


10 aſſiſt their ſovereign at his greateſt need, 


| Till from the Chriſtian powers the camp was freed. Bl | 


Meanwhile Rogero, with the guiding maid, 


The rugged path, that up the hill convey” d, 645 


| Purſu'd i in vain, for when the vale they gain d, 
| No Jon ger there fierce Rodomont remain d. 
| Rogero thence, to reach the fount that ſtood, 


By Merlin rais'd, with eager ſpeed purſu'd 


The late-worn track that in the turf he view'd. 650- J 


He will' d Hippalca then, without delay, 
Should Mount Albano ſeck, that diſtant lay 
A day? s ſhort journey—but a different road 


| The traveller to Merlin' s fountain ſhow” d. 


Le bade her truſt i in him, nor truſt in vain, 655 


| His arm, ere long, Frontino would regain ; 
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To her he gave the tender lines to bear, 
Which late, at Agriſmont, his anxious care 
Had penn'd to eaſe the dear expecting maid, 
And hither, in his breaſt conceal'd, convey'd. 66% 
To this he added many a gentle charge, . 
To ſpeak his love, and plead his cauſe at large. 
All theſe Hippalca promis'd to retain; 
Then bade adieu, and turn'd her paltrey⸗ s rein. 
Swift on her way the truſty envoy goes, 665 
And Mount Albano ſees at evening cloſe. = 
| Rogero then the Sarzan prince purſu'd, 
With anxious ſpeed, till near the fount he view d 
The king, with Mandricardo at his lie, 
And Doralis i in peace and friendſhip 1 ride. 1 
Now to the place in haſte Rogero drew, 
And by Frontino well his rider knew: 
Low o'er his ſpear the youth impatient bent, 
And to the chief a ſtern defiance ſent: = "ol 
But leſs the ſuffering patience Job of old. 65 
| Diſplay'd, ſo full i in hallow'd pages told, 
Than Rodomont that day, who curb' d his pride, 
” His wonted fury, when to o fight t defy d. 


. © 2 — : . . pe? Y 
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or 666. And Haw Albano fene ccc. oh Her returns to H 
Book xxx. ver. 548. 


Dea 
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| Deat to the combat ! l he, whom danger 8 charms BE | 
| Had ever fir'd, who Joy'd to mix in arms! 680 — 4M 
; Ne'er till this day, nor ſince, the Sarzan knight | 
ö Was ever known to ſhun the proffer'd fight ; _ N 
o much the with to aid his king diſtreſs d. | 
; The ruling paſſion of his ſoul ſuppreſs d. 
| $0 fix d he ſtood, that had his preſcient mind 
The certain iſſue of the ſtrife divin' * | 10 


As ſure a prize, as when the leopard draws 


&-- 
=. 
. 


The fearful hare within his ravenous paws, 


f Ev'n then his prudence had declin' d the fray, 


Nor with a ſingle blow prolong'd his ſtay. 7 690 — #4 


| Even that Rogero, who the battle claim'd, 

1 That champion, high o'er other champions fam d. 
The man he wifh'd to ſingle from mankind, 

| And through | the world had gladly rov'd to 850. 15 "ll 
N Now fail d to rouze him to the liſted plain; - 095 1 
} And him Achilles had provok'd i in vain ; ; Es 
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? So well his ſoul repreſs d her wonted ire, Wh 


2 
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1 do deep in embers llept the ſmother'd fire. 5 
: He told Rogero why he ſhunn'd the fight, | 
And aſk'd his aid to guard their ſovereign's right, 
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* well beſeem'd A true and loyal knight. n = 
1 "Ine =: ll! | 
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The fiege once rais'd, full wills would remain, 
: Among themſelves their quarrels to maintain. 


I give conſent (to him Rogero cry'd) 


To ceaſe awhile our battle to decide, 705 


Till Agramant 1 is freed from hoſtile power, 


So thou to me Frontino firlt reſtore. 


Say, would'ſt thou have me till the camp? 8 releaſe I 


_ Delay the combat and confirm the peace! py 


(The combat claim'd, to prove thy deed hat ſtain | 
The name of knighthood, from a damſel 8 band 711 | 
To take my ſteed) Frontino now reſign, - } | 


Elſe ſhall the powers of earth in vain combine 


To make me for one hour the fight decline. 


While thus Rogero from the Sarzan' 8 hands 715 


: Frontino, or the inſtant fight, demands; 5 
And he, reſolv'd, to neither will accede, 
To give the battle, or reſtore the ſteed, 


Lo! Mandricardo, on a different ſide, 


New cauſe for conteſt i in the field deſery' d: 790 | 


| He ſees, for his defence Rogero! bear 8 


The bird, that reigns o'er others prince of air, 


85 The argent eagle! in an azure ſhield, 
| Which once the Trojan knight“ was ſeen to wield: | 


—— 


He cron. 


Which 


ver 
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Which now Rogero challeng'd as his due, 723 


- 


Rogero, who his line from Hector drew. 
Fierce Mandricardo at the fight inflam'd, 
With anger ray'd to view the bird he claim'd 


Uſurp'd by other hands, and to his ſcorn, 


On other ſhields great Hector s eagle borne. 730 


Like him intrepid Mandricar do wore 
The bird that Ganymede from Ida bore, - 
Such as he won it that tremendous day, 


When at the magic dome he ſeiz'd the _ prey. 


Known is the tale, how from the fairy” s land, 735 


This ſhield, with all the glorious arms, he gain d, 
Thoſe arms by V ulcan forg'd, with (kill divine, 
To grace the knight of Priam” 8 regal line. 


| For this before, i in mutual ſtrife. engag 'd, 


Had Mandricardo and Rogero rag d; 740 


Why then the conflict ceas d, [ leave to tell, 

Nor longer ſpeak of what is known fo well: 
Thenceforth till now they never met in field, 

ut Mandricardo, when he view'd the ſhield, 

| Stept proudly forth, and, with a threatening 1 


Lo! — . b force defy. 22211 T6. 


— — 


N * ben at the magic dome, c.] See note to Book xiv. 


ver. 249+" tor F Un hiltory | of this adventure. 
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Thou dar'ſt for thy device my eagle take; 
Nor is this day the firſt my claim I make: 
Think'ſt thou, as once my arm revenge forbore, 

I ſtill ſhall paſs thy ulurpation vert. -- 750 
Since neither threats, nor gentle means addreſt, 
Suffice to drive this folly from thy breaſt, 

Soon ſhall I prove thou better might” ſt have weigh 
The charge F gave, and 1 in good time obey'd. 

As in the crackling wood, when breath inſpires 
The ſudden blaze to wake the ſleeping fires ; 3 186 
So to his ear when firſt the challenge came, 5 
Rogero's anger burſt to inſtant flame. 
Thou think'ſt t 0 'erpower n me now—(he cries TY 
rag d) . | 

But though another has my arms ; engag! 0; 700 
They ſoon ſhall win (thou to thy coſt ſhalt ſee). 
From him Frontino, Hector 8 ſhield from thee. 
For this but late before 1 wag'd the ſtrife, | 
And late refrain q to touch thy forfeit life. 


Ver. _ Far this bis . Ke.) : Boards tells us, that 
when firſt Rogero and Mandricardo met, a diſpute enſued between 


them for this ſhield of Hector, which Mandricardo had won at | the 
Fairy's calle. 


As 


| Our, han. Book HI. c 


b. XXVL. ORLANDO FURIOS0. 289 
| \; then no weapon at thy fide I view'd: 765 
| Thoſe deeds were ſport, but theſe muſt end in blood. 
: Il fate for thee yon argent bird to bear, 


| Which thou. uſurp'ſt, and I with juſtice wear; 


| Deliver d down to me, the rightful heir. b 
| "Tis thou uſurp'ſt my right—and at the word, 770 
stern Mandricardo graſp'd his dreadful ſword, 

| That ſword, which once in fight Orlando drew, 
| And late! in madneſs midſt the foreſt threw. 
Rogero then, whoſe unexampled mind 

; From courteous lore had never yet declin'd, 775 
| Soon as he ſaw his foe the falchion wield, 

b Let fall his ſpear as uſeleſs on the field. 

His ſword, good Baliſarda, then with haſte 

| His right hand ſeiz d, bis left the ſhield embrac' d; 


But Rodomont between them ſpurr d his ſteed: 7 80 


\larphiſa interpos'd with equal ſpeed, 

j This, one; and that, the other knight repell d; 

| By prayers implor'd them, and by force with- held; 

| While of the treaty Algiers' king complain' d, 

| by Mandricardo twice fo ill maintain d; 785 
| Firſt, when to win Marphiſa' s charms, he moy'd 


| Againſt her knights, and well his valour prov 'd; 
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And from Rogero now his ſhield to take, 

Could thus the cauſe of Agramant torſake. 
& 1; ſtrife thou ſeek'ſt then let our ſwords (he ed) 
A quarre] nobler far than theſe decide : 791 
Wich thee the combat done, my Jauntleſs hands 
Shall anſwer him who now his ſteed demands: 

If from my ſword thy life ſurvives the fight, 
Thou may'ſt with him diſpute the buckler 8 right. 
ji ar other may the chance of arms provide. 796 
To Rodomont (Herce Mandricardo cry'd) = 
W hen, like ſome fount, that ne er its current drains 
My dauntleſs vigour unimpair'd remains, 

To meet Rogero, or A thouſand foes, | 800 
With all the W orld, ſhould all the world oppoſe. 

IP ords follow W 'ords, and wrath 1 new wrath 
ſupplies, 

Now here, now there, increafing tumults ole: 

F ell Mandricardo, w hom new rage inflames, 5 
With Rodomont, and with. Rogero claims + += 
At once the fig ht: unus'd affronts to bear, 
Rogero ſpurns at. peace, and breathes but war. 

On eithe * lide Marphiſa would reſtrain 


The growing ſtrife, that makes her labour vain. 


p. XVI. ORLANDO FURIOSO. „ 


As when, eſcaping from its broken hone, 811 
The angry ſtream through various channels pours, 

| The peaſant ſees the waves the meads o'erflow, 

| And trembles for his promis'd crops below; 

| While here his cares againſt the flood provide, 

| Through. other breaches burſts the ſounding tide: 815 
Thus, while with Rodomont Rogero rag d, 

| And Mandricardo i in like ſtrife engag'd; 

Where each aſpir' d, his brother-chiefs above, 


Himſelf in courage, ſtrength, and kill to prove, 


Marphiſa {trove to calm each reſtleſs ſoul, 820 


No words can ſoothe them, and no art control. 

| If one a moment from the fight ſhe drew, 5 

She ſaw the other chiefs th' aſſault renew. 

| The dame, who ſought to calm each furious peer, 


Thus ſpoke — Attend, my lords, my counſel hear: 


0! let us yet theſe vain debates compoſe, 826 


Til Agramant i is freed from Chriſtian foes. 


If each will thus neglect his country” s right, 
Then [ with Mandricardo claim the fight; 


To prove hw well (for ſuch his boaſt has been) 830 i ö 


He from myſelf! in arms myſelf can win; 


ae if our king demands our better care, 


T hen let us hence, and every ſtrife forbear. 


Us”: Not 
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Not one ſhall aid our king with readier [EY 
Than L But let him firſt reſtore the ſteed, 835 
(Rogero cry'd)—let him my words attend, a 
Reſtore the courſer, or himſelf defend. | 
Here will I fall in glorious combat ſlain, 

Or, with Frontino, victor quit the plain. 

Then Rodomont—The firſt may well befall; 800 
: The laſt for other force than thine may call— 

Then thus purſu'd—Hear, what I now. proteſt, 

If further ill betide our king diſtreſt, . 
Vours be the blame, ſince here prepar'd I ſtand, 
Io act what duty and what fame demand. 845 
Thus be but little heedful of the word, 

Rogero furious graſp'd his ſhining ſword: 

Like ſome wild boar with Rodomont he clos'd, 
5 To ſhoulder ſhoulder, ſhield to ſhield oppos d: 
With ſudden force the Sarzan prince he ſhook, 850 


One foot the ſtirrup 1 unawares forſook. 
Defer the combat (Mandricardo cry 'd) 

5 Or if thou fight'ſt, with me thy arm be try'd. 
He faid, and now inflam'd with deeper ſpite, 
Struck on the helmet of the youthful knight: 955 


f Low to his courſer 8 neck Rogero bent, 


Nor ſoon recovering roſe, for twiftly ſent 


B. XXVII. ORLANDO FURIOS0. 


By Ulien's mighty ſon, the thundering ſteel, 


With dreadful ruin.on his head-piece fell : 
Of adamantine proof his helm was made, 


iſe to his chin had cleft the reeking blade. 


4 One loſt the falchion, 
| The ſtartled courſer! bears him o'er the land, 
And Baliſarda glitters on the ſand. 

| Marphifa, who that day i in arms had ſtood 
| With brave Rogero, now the warrior view'd 
| By two at once in rife unequal preſt, 
| And indignation fill d her generous breaſt. 


| On Mandricardo, turning ſwift, ſhe ſped 


4 The King of Algiers on Rogero drives— 
| Frontino's won, unleſs ſome aid arrives. 


| But Richardetto and bold Vivian bring 


| Rogero' s hands unclos'd with ſudden pain, 


and one loſt the rein; 


| Her unſheath* d falchion at the Tartar's head. | 


800 


870 


| Their friendly aid: while twixt the knight and — 


That ſpurs his ſteed, and this with ready ſword 876 


Supplies Rogero, now to ſenſe reſtor'd. 
| | avenge his late diſgrace Rogero burns, 
And ſwift on Algiers' King indignant turns. 


| 50 when by chance ſome ox a lion gores 


At 1 unawares, the generous ſavage roars 


1 


880 
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294 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXV1 
With fury more than pain, while round he flings 
His laſhing tail, and ſwift to vengeance ſprings. 
On Rodomont's proud head Rogero pour'd 
A ſtorm of blows, and had his own good ſword 88; 
Then arm'd his hand, the Atric knight had found 
His helm, though tough, too weak to ward the 
= wound; 
That helm, which « once for Babel s king was wrought 
When with the ſtars a an impious war he ſought. 
Diſcord, who now beholds with Joytul eyes 890 


Exults that conteſt never more could ceaſe, 
5 truce ſuſpended, or compos d by peace; 
Secure of ill, her ſiſter Pride ſhe calls, 5 
With her to ſeek again the cloiſter'd walls. 895 
But let them hence —while we attend the fight 

Where, on the forehead of the Sarzan knight, 
” Rogero drove his weighty blade ſo well, 
That backward on his ſeed the rider fell; 

His harden'd ſcales behind, his haughty creſt, 
And. clanking helm, Frontino' J crupper prefy'd; d; 90 
While t thrice, and four times, here and there he 


reel a, 


And ſcem 4 juſt falling on the ea field: 


9. XXVI. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 45 
Nor had his open'd graſp the ſword retain'd, 
But that a chain ſecur'd it to his hand. 905 


With Mandricardo fierce Marphiſa wag'd 
A dreadful fight, that all his force en gag'd. 
Not leſs the Tartar fought with temper 'd charms; 


Their corſlets well ſecur'd each breaſt from ane 


And eithe iy equal ſeem'd i in ſtrength and arms. _ | 


At length NI arphiſa's courſer w heeling round 
In narrow circuit on the ſlippery : ground, 
Fell ſidelong down, and while to riſe he ſtrove, 


Fierce Mandricardo Brigliadoro drove 


Againſt his fla ank, forgetting knizhtly lore, 915 


And low to eart! 1 the ſtruggling g courſer bore, 
0 ith grief R Roger 0 ſaw the warrior-m aid 
In evil plight, nor long lis help del: 1 55 


His arm at Ireeco om, v * ile the S; zan foe 


Was ſenſeleſs 1 his late i inflicted blow. 920 


On Mandricardo wilt the ſword he ſpe: d, 
BF he well-aim'd ſtroke had cleft the Tartar's head, 
| 0 ith Bal ſarda had his hand een arm'd, 


Or the fierce Tartar” 8 helm le gr ſtrongly charm' a. 


Tho king of Algiers, now recovering, view '6-- 923 


| Young Richardetto, whom he ſaw intrude 
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With daring aid the combat to moleſt, 


When late his powerful arm Rogero preſs'd. 


To him he turn'd, and came full well Proper 'd, 


His deeds of good with evil to rew ard: | 930 


But Malagigi, deep! in magic taught, 


A ſtrange device to ſave his kinſman wrought. 


Though w anting here his book, whoſe potent force 


Could ſtop the ſun i in his meridian courſe, 


His mem'ry yet thoſe awful words retain'd, 935 


Which the foul demons at his will reſtrain'd : 


On Doralis he prov d his magic flight, 


And in her beaſt convey d a ſubtle ſpright-: 


: The beaſt, that Stordilano' 8 daughter bore, 


Receiv d th' infernal angel, which the power 940. 


; Of Vivian' 8 brother from the realms of hell, 


| Where Minos ſits, had drawn by fated ſpell. 


The palfrey, late ſo gentle to command, 


The ſudden impulſe of the demon found, £0434 


That only mov'd by her directing hand, 


| And thrice ten feet he vaulted from the ground; 


A dreadful leap! yet though he ſeem'd to fly, 
The fair one kept her ſeat, while from on high, 
Trembling for life the gave a fearful cry. 


Now 


3, XXVII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 29) 
Now lighting on his feet the frantic ſteed 950 
Runs as the ſpirit drives, with furious ſpeed; 

He bears the damſel, ſhriekin g with affright, 

And leaves behind the feather'd arrow's flight. 
Rouz'd at her voice, the ſon of Ulien ſtays 

His arm from combat, and the fair ſurveys. 955 


The fair he follows, rapid as the wind, 

And Mandricardo ſpurs as ſwift behind. 

Ihe Tartar bent no more, with hoſtile arm, 

2 To work Rogero or Marphiſa harm, 

| Awaits not truce or peace, but where he views 960 
Stern Rodomont and Doralis, purſues. 

Meantime Marphiſa from the earth aroſe, 

W. ith rage and ſhame her generous boſom glows) 
And burning for revenge, too late beheld 
The Tartar champion diſtant on the field. 965 
Rogero, when he ſecs th' unfiniſh'd fray, 
Roars like a lion baffled of his prey. 

Both knew twas vain to chace, with either ſteed, 
Good Brigliadoro or Frontino' s ſpeed. 


Rogero deem'd diſgrace muſt ſtain his name, 970 


In his Frontino to renounce the claim 

The liſt untry'd—nor will Marphiſa reſt, 

Til Il prov'd in + the Tartar breaſt to breaſt N 
The 
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298 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXvt 
The martial virgin and the knight agree 
To follow thoſe on whom they wiſh'd to ſee 97: 
Their full revenge, and, if unfound before, 


They hop'd to find them with the Turkiſh power; 
; Where, leſt the ſiege might work the Pagans woe, 
| The knights would haſte t' attack the Chriſtian foe. 


Rogero, ere he yet his friends forſook, 980 


A courteous leave of every warrior ek. 


And back returning to the fountain, came 


Where the lov'd brother of his beauteous dame 


Remain'd apart ; to him the gentle knight 
Firm friendſhip vows, in good or evil plight; 985 
Then to his ſiſter, by the youth, conveys 


Fair thoughts and greeting, couch d in cautions 


Ph raſe; 


| Such cautious phraſe, as may her fears remove, 
But no ſuſpicion wake of ſecret love. 
7 To Malagig!, Vivian, then in few. : ---900 1 


T9 wounded Aldiger! he bids 6 


* hile theſe, with good Rogero, change no leſs : 
The grateful farewel, and their thanks e = 


Again renew 'd, with: future ſervice vow v'd, 


For ever due to aid fo well beſtow d. e 995 


Vo — 


Ver. 995= 


ad f at 70 eue ] Alluding to the delivery F 


Vivian aud ae, Book XVI 


| 'Marphifs 


XXVI. 

Marphiſa, eager Paris“ walls to find, 
Scarce bent a thought on thoſe ſhe left behind: 
But Malagigi and good Vivian, preſt 
By friendly zeal, with diſtant ſigns addreſs'd 
The parting maid: ber Richardetto view'd, 
And with like greeting g her retreat purſu'd; 
While hapleſs Aldiger, with recent wound, 
Unwilling lay, reclin'd along the ground. 
PFirſt Rodomont with Mandricardo fled; 
Next theſe Marphiſa and Rogero ſped 1005 
Ak heir courſe to Paris—deeds tranſcending thought, 
Shall in th' enſuing book to light be brought; 
Deeds of thoſe noble four, whoſe matchleſs hands, 


| With rout and death o'erthrew the Chriſtian bands. 
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1000 


. 1002. While hop, ſs Algo—1 Wet hear no more of Aldi: 
gr in this Ree 
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THE ARGUMENT. . 


RopomonT and Mandricardo, following Doralis, are drawn near. 
the Chriſtian forces, where they are met by Gradaſſo and Sac. 
pant, aa together fall upon the camp of Charles. Rogers 
and Marphiſa arriving next, join them in the attack. Great 
flauonter of the Chriſtians, who are compelled to retire within 

the walls of Paris. The archangel Michael finds out Diſcord in 
the monaſtery, and ſends her again to the Pagans. Diſſentions 
renewed amongſt the leaders. Agramant commands that the 

_ contending knights ſhould draw lots for the order of the combat, 

; The firſt lot falls on Rodomont and Mandricardo. Preparations e 
for the lifts. While the knights are arming, a debate ariſes be. 
0 e tween Sacripant and ſandricardo for the ſword. Durindana, 
E Rogero again aſſerts his claim to the ſhield of Hector. Agramant 
| and M arſilius endeavour LO pacify them. Another quarrel breaks 
cout between Rodomont and Sacripant for the horſe Frontino, 

which is likewiſe claimed by Rogero. Brunello is forcibly car- 

ried off by Marphiſa in the face of A gramant and his whole court, 

Agramant perſuades Rodomont and Mandticardo to refer their 
| title to Doralis to her own deciſion; they agree, and Doralis de- 
| cides in favour of Mandricardo. Rodomont leaves the camp with 

ö indignation. His invective againſt women. He is received and 

hoſpitably entertained by a country hoſt. | 
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* the various s gifts by heaven aſlion” d, 
With ſpecial grace to enrich the female kind, 
Be this the praiſe, where moſt the ſex aſpires, | 


To counſel well when ſudden need requires : 


8 


But ſeldom man mature advice ſupplies, 

When time the means of long debate denies: 
Good Malagigi wrought with fair intent, 

And well it ſeem'd, but different was th' event: 
For while he kept, by r̃ force of magic charms, 
His kinſman Richardetto ſafe from harms, . 0 
The fiend, obedient to his potent word, 


Convey'd the Tartar * prince and Sarzan lord 


— 
ti. 


* Manpricarpo and Ropomonrt. 
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To diſtance far; nor then the ſage toreknew, 


What miſchief hence on Chriſtian Charles he drew. 
Had time allow'd him leiſure to reflect, e 
Some ſafer means had offer'd to protect 


| His kinſman's life, nor would, in evil hour, 


His ſpells have thus diſtreſt the Chtiſtian power: 


i Some wiſer arts the demon had conſtrain' d, 


To bear to furtheſt eaſt or weſtern land : 2 


Th! afſrighted dame, for France no more to view, 


Where both the lovers might her flight purſue. 


But that malignant fiend, man 's endleſs foe, 


By heaven's high juſtice doom'd to realms of w woe, 
Contriv'd what moſt the faithful would ey, 4 


Since his dread maſter ne er preſcrib'd his Way. 


The palfrey with the hidden demon, held 


c His rapid flight; no croſſing ſtream repell " 
| His bounding courſe; nor woods entangled 75 


Nor fen, "= cliff, nor rock, his ſpeed delay d: 


Ver. 26. Since his A ; Since Malegig Jai 


preſcribed the rout which the demon was to take, but left him to 


his own diſpoſal, he took that courſe with the damſel which would 
draw Mandricardo and Rodomont towards the Chriſtian Camp, a and 
conſequently w_ diſtreſs on Charlemain. e 


Til 
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Till through the Franks and Engliſh camps he bore 
And all the unnumber'd hoſt that Chriſt adore) 
Ih atrighted dame, and ſafely had reſtor'd 
To he er lov'd fire Granada's royal lord. 


Meanwhile the ſon of Agrican purſu' d 835 


The fly ing fair, and ſoon no longer view d: 
With him was Ulien' 8 ſon, but either knight 
Had loſt her i image from his ſtraining ſight: 1 
Let, by the track, they follow'd ſtill the chace, 


As nimble hounds the goat or leveret trace : 40 


F ill either lover certain tidings gain 'd, 


That with her fre the princely dame remain'd. 


Take heed, 0 Charles What clouds 8 ſky 


deform! ] 


Hang o'er thy head, and threat the e buſting ſtorm! F- 
Not theſe alone, but king Gradaſſo ſtands 43 


With Sacripant, prepar'd to aſſault thy bands; 
While fortune, to complete thy ruin'd ſtate, | 
Has robb? d thee of each glorious lamp, that late, 
Of ſtrength and wiſdom beam'd thy pureſt light, 


And leaves thee now / in long enduring e 50 


1 


Ver. 45. —ting Gradafſs. ] The laſt we heard of Gradafſo was 
at the enchanted palace of Atlantes, Book xii. from which place all 5 


the knights were releaſed by Aſtolphs, 


Vol. 8 * Orlando. 
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Orlando now, eſtrang'd to every thought 


Of good or evil, roves with wit diſtraught, 


O'er hill and plain, unhous'd and naked lies 
In heat or cold, in fair or ſtormy ſkies! 
Rinaldo, ſcarce with better ſenſe Inſpir'd, 35 


Has left his prince, when aid was moſt requir d, 


Of fair Angelica the news to gain, 
In Paris lately ſought, but ſought in vain: 


An aged hermit, vers' d in magic art, 


(As once | told) had play'd a fraudful part; 60 


And wrought th' unwary knight to fond belief, 


That the, ſo lov'd, was won. by Brava' * chief. 


At this, v with jealous rage and grief diftreſt, 


That ne'er before a lover" s heart oppreſs'd ; 
He enter 'd Paris walls, then voyag'd ver. 8 
(80 chance decreed) to Britain? s diſtant ſhore. 
The battle tought, in which ſuch fame he won, 
The Moors beſieg'd and freed the regal town, 


* aris : again he view'd; each covent there, 


Ang every dome explor' d with fruitleſs care; 70 


© . 8 p . 
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* . | 
"Vers $0. 4 aved bermit—] See Book ii. ver. 89. "where the 


hypocritical hermit deceiv es Rinaldo and Sacripant witha Ps — 
and parts the battle between the two rivals. | 


Ver. 6 Th — * fame he Won, WT See Books xvi. xvii, and ſeq, 
He 
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He deem'd, with Brava's chief, the Win maid 

To Brava or Anglante s ſeats convey'd: 

: Now paſs' q the hours; and thither haſtes the knight; 

But there nor chief nor damſel meets his ſight; 
And thence to Paris walls he turns anew, 78 
In hopes, ere long, the Paladin to view: 

NO Paladin he Views: with rage he burns: 

Again to Brava and Anglante turns. 


| Alike he journeys on by night or day, 


in morn's cool breeze, or noon-tide's ſultry ray ; ; 80 


1 And many a time one Path repeated tries, 


| The fun or moon, by turns, its light ſupplies. 

5 But he, our ancient foe, through whom the hand 
Of hapleſs Eve tranſgreſo d the high command, 
With livid eyes imperial Charles beheld, 85 
1 What time vain love had from the camp expell d 

| Albano' 8 knight: he mark'd with horrid j joy, 


What force might then the Chriſtian powers an- 


noy; 


And now together brought actin hate hoſt, 


The flower of arms the Pagan world could boalt, 90 


He fires the king Gradafſo, fires the breaſt 
Of noble Sacripant; who, ſince releas 4 
„ From 


. here late the demon urg 'd the damfel's ſiced, 
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From old Atlantes caſtle, where they har' d 


| One common error, had companions far'd 
Along the way : he theſe incites to aid TE 


Their ſovereign Agramant, and Charles invade. 


Himſelf, by ſecret ways, their courſe attends, 


And ſafely brings to Join their Pagan friends. 


Another tend. he bids with truſty ſpeed, 


Fi jerce Rodomont and Mandricardo lead, 100 


A third he ſent, that to the Pagan crew, 


Valiant Rogero and Mar Phiſa drew; 


Nor yet ſo ſwiftly to the camp they paſs'd, 


But of the ſix, theſe two arriv'd the laſt. 998 104. 4 


TW infernal angel who relentleſs fought 


The Chriſtian? $ loſs, this ſubtl le train had wrought, 


_ — 


had cum Panons fard] I his ſeems to be a little 


Ver. 94. | 
!!ip of the poct's memory, as Sacripant and Gradaſſo did not leave 


the 9 of Atlantes together; for Sacripant (ſee Book Xl, ver. 

2.) when the ring had diſpelled the illußon that ſo long detained | 
him, had quitted the palace with Orlando and dh errau, and followed 4 
the flight of Angelica; but it appears (See Book xxii, ver. 141.) 
that Gradaſſo remained behind in the enchanted palace with Rogero, 
Bradamant, Iroido, and others, till the enchantment was diſſolyed 


by Aſtolpho. Of this overſight of the poet the Italian commen- 
tators have taken no notice. | ; 


7 


5. XXVII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 
Left with Rogero Rodomont arriy'd, 
The late contention for the ſteed reviv'd 


Should croſs his great deſign, tor either knight 110 


Might then renew his undecided fight. 

The firſt brave warrior that together join d. 
Beheld in diſtant proſpect to the wind 

The banners wave, and ſaw the tents a 

W. here thoſe beſiege the works, and theſe defend. 15 
And now, the counſel held, the daunt! ofs four, 
In ſpite of Charles, and all his numerous power, 
'To raiſe the liege, with joint confent agree, 
And Agramant from threatent ing ruin free. 
Compact and firm they bend their daring way, 


Where deep encamp'd the Chriſtian army lay; 


Wpile Afiica and Spain aloud they cry, 
Now Pagans known to every ear and eye. 


Through all the hoſt, to arms to arms, reſound 
The hoſtile ſteel invades them unprepar . 126 


And the firſt onſet puts to flig] \t the guard. 
The Chriſtian chiefs, while thus the tumult dread; 


From the fierce Swiſs or hardy Gaſcc on train: 


zog 


* thouſand tongues; but ere their arms they found, 


Scarce knew from whom, or w hy their ſol diers fled: 


dome deem” d this daring inſult they ſuſtain <0 


5 9 3 . But, 
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But, white uncertain whence th' incurſion came, 


They call the troops of « every clime and name. 
Loud beats the drum; the trump its clangor pours; 
The ky re-echoes, and the tumult roars! 135 | 


Imperial Charles, amidſt his gathering bands, 


All, ſave his helmet, arm'd, intrepid ſtands. 


He calls bis Paladins, and bids them tell, 
What ſudden force could thus his legions quell, 
By threats now theſe, now thoſe he ſtaysfrom flight 
And others he beholds (too cruel ſight!) 141 
With heads diſſever d by the furious blade, 


With boſoms pierc 'd; and bowels open laid; 


While ſome return (eſcap' d from greater harms) 


With bleeding limbs, with ſever' dhands and arms. 145 


Advancing ſtill, he ſees where, ſcatter? d round, 


Unnumber'd wretches gaſping bite the ground; 


Dreadful to view! all weltering | in their gore, 


. When leech or drugs ſhall ne er avail them more. - 


Where'er this little band reſiſtleſs came, WP 


They left eternal monuments of fame; $ 
While Charles with wonder, g grief, and ſhame, beheld | 


The fearful carnage of ſo dire a field. 


So one, who ſuffers by the thunder's force, 


Explores the track of its deſtructive courſe. 155 
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Theſe noble four the tents had {ſcarcely gain'd, 
Where Afric's monarch Rill entrench'd remain'd : 
When on a different ſide, th' aſſault to aid, - { | 
Appear'd Rogero and the martial maid*, | 8 | 
Soon as the generous pair had darted round 160 1 
Their ſkilful ſight, to mark the camp and ground; | 
And ſaw how beſt the combat to maintain, „ 4 

And raiſe the ſiege; they gave their ſteeds the rein. 
As, when the mine 18 fir d, the ſtraining eyes | 
 Searce view. the flame as throu gh the train it flies, 163 oj 
Till. || burſting forth, the fury or = 


Tears the firm rock, and ſhakes the ſtrongeſt wall. 


80 ſwift Rogero and Marphiſa flew, 


Such was their rage amongſt the warring crew. p 

| Aſlant, direct, their furious blows they dealt; 170 . 
Diſſever' d ſcalps, lopt arms, and ſhoulders felt | 
The trenchant ſteel, while, for eſcape too flow, V | 
Huge crowds divide before each gallant foe. . 
: Whoe' er has ſeen o'er hill or vale a ſtorm. i 


Sweep fiercely on, with ruin part deform, Don 175 


Part leave unhurt, may judge how, catter d wide, 


This warlike couple Po 'd the martial tide. 
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Thoſe, who from Rodomont's deſtructive hand 

Had fled, and ſcap'd the firſt aſſailing band 179 
Of four ſuch warriors, gave their thanks to heaven, 

That ſtrength and ſwiftneſs to their feet had given. 

But now with weapons brandiſh'd at their breaſt, 

2 By bold Rogero and! Marphiſa preſt, 

They ſee too late that him who ſtands or flies, 

What fate has ſentenc' d, fate to ſhun denies. 1385 

New danger follows one already paſt, 

Who 'ſcapes the firſt, muſt doubly pay the laſt, 

So fares it with the timorous fox, expelld 

From ancient ſeats which once ſhe ſafely held; 

Whom for her thefts the village hinds conſpire, 190 

To chace with vapour of the ſmouldering fire, 

Driv' n with her cubs upon the hound to run, 

And meet that death ſhe hop d in vain to ſhun. 
At length Marphiſa and Rogero gain 

5 The inmoſt trenches, whom the Pagan train 195 


Joyful receive with eyes on Heav en intent, 


7” grateful thanks for aid ſo time! y ſent. 


No longer fear the meaneſt boſom knows, 


Fach Pagan arm defies a hundred toes; 


Yor 180. Of faur fuch warriors—] Rodomont, Mandi icardo, 
Gradaſſo and Sacripant, who firſt attacked the camp of the Chriſtians, N 
| and were afterwards joined by Rogero and Marphiſa. 


With 


2 
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With one united voice, their chiefs thy call, 200 


And burn with ardor on the camp to fall. 
The Moorith drum, the horn and timbrel blend 
Their rattling ſounds that to the ſkies afcend: 
While ſtreamers 1 rais'd aloft, and banners | Join d, 
W ith mix d devices tremble 1 in the wind. 203 
Not leſs the chiefs of Charles, with martial care 
The troops of Britanny and France prepare: 

With theſe Italian, German, Engliſh, cloſe 
I elr martial lines, and fierce the battle glows! 


Stern Rodomont, of unreſiſted might, 210 


W ith Mandricardo, dreadful in the fight : 
Noble Rogero (virtue” 8 conſtant ſtream) 

And king Gradaſſo, every nation's theme : 
Marphiſa ſteel'd ; in arms, and with her join d 


Circaſſia IN prince, WhO never lagg d behind; 215 


All theſe at once the king of France aſſail'd, 
| And urg' d! his vows, that nothing now avail'd. 
On John and Dennis (patron ſaints) he calls, 


But ſoon compell'd, retires to Paris' walls. 


Id „. 0 'erbearing valour of this matchleſs train n 220 


(The knights and dame), the muſe, my lord! in vain 


Attempts to paint, nor can deſcribe i in ſpeech, 


Zh hat | beggars fancy, and x no o words can reach. 


ce 
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Think 
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Think then what numbers fell of life bereay'd, 


_ What loſs that day unhappy Charles r eceiv d! 22; 


With theſe Ferrau demands his ſhare of fame, 


And with him many a Moor of gallant name; 
For haſte, what numbers in the Seine were loſt, 
: The bridge unequal for the flying hoſt! 


Some wiſh, like Icarus, for wings to ſoar 5 230 


From death, that threats behind and threats beten 


What hapleſs Paladins were then enſlav' d! 


Vienna's marquis *, and Ugero fav” d 


Alone from bonds: ſee Olivero ſtand, 


Near his right ſhoulder by a hoſtile hand 235 
The wound inflicted deep, while at his ſide 8 
Ugero's head pours forth a purple tide. 
. like Rinaldo or Orlando loſt, - 
Brave Brandimart had left the Chriſtian hoſt, 
In exile then might Charles have led his life, 2 
15 Had fortune giv'n him to ſurvive the ſtrife. 
Whatec'er cool thought or ſtrength of nerve ſupph c 
Intrepid Brandimart had vainly try'd; 


Till forc'd at length to give the tempeſt way, 


Slow he recedes, and ſcarce reſigns the day. 245 
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Thus Agramant propitious Fortune view'd, x 

And once again the ſiege of Charles renew'd. j 

The cries of orphans, and the widows) moans, 

| Sons for their fathers, fathers for their ſons, 

From earth aſcending reach'd th' empyreal as 

| Where Michael fate in realms of pureſt light. 251 

| He heard; and looking down with ſad ſurvey, 

Br held, the food of wolves and birds of prey, 
Stretch'd in their blood by thouſands on the plain, 
Of every nation his lov'd people lain. 1 

| The bleſſed angel bluſh'd celeſtial red, 
10 find his great Creator ill obey 'd: 

To Diſcord late he gave his high command, 

To kindle ftrife amidſt the Pagan band; 

Far different now, he ſees the Pagans' hate 260 
All All firmly join'd againſt the Chriſtian ſtate. 

| As when ſome faithful envoy, who at large 

1 Receives commiſſion for a weighty charge, 

 Chides his neglect, recalling to his thought 

Some valu'd purpole; midſt his zeal forgot, 265 
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Ver; 756 The ble 2 ae alle 4 al ied]. Thus Milton 
makes his angel change colour, | 
To whom the angel, with a ſmile that glow” "E . = 
Celeſtial roſy red | {i | 
Ponapiss Los, B. vili. ver. 618. 1:10 


And, 
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And, ere he ſees his lord, with eager care 
Bends every power th' omitlion to repair: 
The angel thus will not to Go aſcend, 


Till future deeds his error paſt amend. 


To where before in hallow'd cloiſters plac'd, 270 
He Diſcord met, he ply'd his wings in haſte: 


Again he found, where midſt the monks ſhe fate, 
And ata chapter urg'd the dire debate: 


Pleas'd with their ſtrife ſhe view'd with joyful eye, 
Caſt at each other, prayers and maſſes fly. 275 


With holy wrath the heavenly angel burn d, 


Her by the locks he ſeiz'd, and ſelzing ſpurn' „ 

8 Then in his hand a croſier ſwift he F 
And on her head, her arms, and ſhoulder, broke. 44 
Mercy! ah, mercy |— -(loud the fury yell d, 280 
W hile cloſe the heay enly nunc ate 8 knees the held) 
But Michael ſet not yet the fiend at large, 


Till to the Saracens, with weighty charge, 


He thus diſmiſs" d her—Henece ! | nor more forſake 

Von hoſtile camp my he eavier wrath to wake. 283 
Though Diſc ord, ſorely bruis'd with back and breaſt 
The livid marks of many a ſtripe confeſs d, 


et tremblin ng more with i car of f future harm, ; 


Þ rom the ſtrong power of that angehc arm; 


"Her 
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Her bellows ſwift ſhe ſeiz'd w ith kindied fre, 290 
And ſtore of fuel that might well conſpire 

+ nereaſe the flame, With win) ich her ruthleſs art 
Lights up fell ſtrife, that rankling in the heart, 

To Rodomont and Mandricardo ſpread, 


With good Rogero : theſe the fury led 205 


From Chriſtian foes, their legions fear'd no more 


A new aſſault from Charles' defeated power. 


| Their quarrels told, each to the monarch ſhows : 


The cauſes whence their late diſſentions roſe, 300 


A ind begg'd his voice the conteſt to decide, 9 8 
By whom i in arms their claims ſhould firſt be try „ 
Marphiſa v with the reſt attention won, 


Eager to end her combat late begun, 


Which firſt the Tartar urg'd; nor would ſhe yield 305 


Ad day, an hour, her title to the field ; 
But with a generous warmth enforce? d Bc: right, 
10 meet with inſtant arms the Tartar knight. 


Not leſs would Rodomont conclude the ſtrife, 


That to himſelf or rival gives the wife; 310 


The mighty ſtrife, by joint conſent delay'd, 


I's give their friendly camp and ſovereign aid. 


ARMS CBS won dn 


Roger * 


| Theſe to be drawn, as fiekle chance inclincs, 
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Rogero would annul his claim, and vow'd 


That ill his honour Rodomont allow'd 
From him the ſteed unjuſtly to detain, 


And not in battle firſt the deed maintain. 
| More to perplex their broils the Tartar knight 
Stept forth, and loud deny' d Rogero' s right 
To bear the bird with filver wings diſplay'd : 
And, as he ſpoke, ſuch rage his boſom {way'd, 320 
He dar'd the three at once to combat call, 
By one ſole trial to determine all: 
Alike the reſt in mingled fight had clos „ 
Hut that the king his high commands oppos . 


King Agramant, that further ſtrife may ceaſe, 325 


With prayers and ſoothin g words entreats the Peace 
In vain he ſooths and prays—with deafen'd « car, 


| Each kni ght refuſes | peace or truce to hear: 


And now his thoughts ſuggeſt the warriors' names 


Inſcrib'd on lots ſhall fix their ſeveral claims: | 330 


He bids Gr ſcrolls the: written names diſcloſe: : 


One Rodomont, and Mandricardo ſhows: 


Vw ith Mandricardo one Rogero bears: 
Rodomont with Rogero one declares: 


| One Mandricardo with Marphiſa j Joins: "= Jo008 


The 
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The king commands; and lo] the firſt that came 
Bore Sarza's king * and Mandricardo' S name. 


Next, with Rogero Mandricardo ſtood: 


Rodomont and Rogero third were view gd: =: 40 


| Laſt, Mandricardo with Marphiſa join'd; 
Which {ore diſpleas'd the martial virgin's mind. 
Not better pleas'd his lot Rogero ſaw, 


| Left he 6. decreed the foremoſt W to draw, 344 


Should wage ſuch conflict with the Tartar knight, 


Marphiſa and himſelf might loſe their right 


To meet the ſon of Agrican in fight. 
Not far from Paris' walls a tract of ground 


Was ſeen, a little mile i in compaſs round; 


Where, i in theatric guiſe, the ſeats 1 as a, 350 


With gentle riſe a middle ſpace enclos' d. 
There once a caſtle ſtood, but now o erthrown 


By wars and time no more the place was known. 


| The liſts were here defign'd ; with buſy c care--- 354 


The workmen clear d the ground and form'd a ſquare 


Of! large extent, and fenc'd on either hand, 
With two wide gates, as ancient rites demand; 
And at the barrier 8 end, the liſts to cloſe, 


On either ade's a fair pavilion roſe. 
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There bold Ferran and Sacripant aſk 

Wich {ca!; hide to arm him f the liſt: 

| And whe fe ihe eaſtery gale 1ts valves expands, | 
With kin: E Act: 40 Falñrones ſtands, 


High on of ty throne, in royal ſtate, 
Ihe bins of Spain and king of Afric ſate : 


Next St. lano and the peers were plac” d 


— 


——— — eee 


Now came the day, when {words muſt fix the richt | 
Nam'd by the king, and wiſh'd by either n 361 
Plac'd 51 th tent that to the weſt appears, 
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Theſe fur ihe ton of Agrican * employ 


Their Ac, ia neck him with the arms of Troy. 
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Above che ret, in rank and honours grac d. 
Happ. 18 he who on ſome ning height, 
Or tuft ed tree can lit to view the t e 


Great is the preſs, and deep on every ſide, 


Through all the camp, was pour'd the mingled tide 
Caſtilia S queen was preſent ; many a queen 
And princeſs fair, with noble dames were 5 


From Aragon, Caſtile, Granada's land, T 380 


And near the bound where Atlas' villars ft ſtand. 


There Stordilano' $ daughter, with the reſt, 


1 Appears } in robes of various colour dreſt : 


r ried 


"Me Maupricarvo, $2 
One 
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One veſt was green, and one a paly red 
Of ſoften'd dye, like roſes newly ſhed: 385 
A garb Marphiſa wore, that might proclaim 
Succinct and fimple) both the knight and dame. 
| like her apparel! d, near Thermoddon': 8 flood, 
Hippolyta with all her virgins ſtood, 
Already in his coat of arms array'd, 5 
That royal Agramant s device diſplay d, 


8 The herald enter'd, in the liſt to draw 


The bounds preſcrib' d, and ſtate the duel's law. 
While now impatient throngs demand the fight, 


While oft their murmurs chide, and oft invite 395 


E ach tardy champion; ſudden | in their ear 


From Mandricardo' $ tent a noiſe they hear, 


Loud and more loud, deriv'd from wrathful words 


Between the Sericane and Tartar lords. 


Soon as the king of Sericane had dreſt 400 


The Tartar monarch in his martial veſt, 


He ſtood prepar'd to gird the ſword, which, try a : 


In battle oft, had grac'd Orlando' $ lide, 


When DourIiNDANA on the hilt he views, 


| And that device Almontes wont to uſe, 405 


From whom, long ſince, beſide a limpid brook, 


his ſword, while yet a youth, Orlando took, 


Vor. I. 1 * 33 a 
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| He ſaw, and knew full well the famous ſword, 
That arm'd the hand of great Anglante's lord ; 


Which prize to gain he left his native ſhore, 41 


With ſuch a force as ne'er was ſeen before ; j 


And, ſome few years elaps'd, Caſtilia view'd, 


And France itſelf beneath his arms ſubdu'd. 
He marvell' d now, by what ſtrange means obtain d 


He ſaw this ſword in Mandricardo's hand, 413 


Then aſk” d what chance had given the fatal blade, 


And when and where he from the earl convey'd 


The precious prize The Tartar prince rephy'd: 
| Erewhile | in fight Orlando s force I try'd : 

At length he feign'd a madneſs to conceal 42 | 
His daſtard feelings, for he knew too well, 
While this he wore, he ſtill his trembling life 


With me muſt riſk 1 in never- ending ſtrife. 


The beaver thus, who ſees the woodland crew 


Near and more near his hunted ſteps purſue, 425 


; Well conſcious what they ſeek, behind him leaves 


The ſought⸗ for treaſure, and his life reprieves. 


Ere yet he ceas'd, Gradaſſo took the word: 
To thee, nor any, will I yield the {word. 


Juſtly [ claim what long Itoil'd to gain, 430 
NI 5 gold expended and my Lana lain 5 


Some 
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Some other weapon ſeek—nor deem it ſtrange 


That this I challenge——let Orlando range 


Frantic or wild, where'er this ſword I hold, 


The ſword is mine—thou, as thyſelf halt told, 435 


Found'ſt it far diſtant from its owner thrown, 
But, found by me, 1 claim it for my own. 
This falchion hall the right 1 plead maintain— 


The liſt ſhall be my judge—prepare to gain 439 


This ſword by force, if this thou ſeek'ſt i in fight, 1 


To w ield on Rodomont; ſince every knight 4 


Who uſes arms, ſhould win them by bis might. S 22 
At this the Tartar rais'd his daring head: 


What ſweeter ſound can reach my ears (be ſaid) 


Than aught that ſpeaks « of war But firſt, in field, ” 


E T6 thee his turn the Sarzan prince muſt yield. 446 oy 


Procure with me the foremoſt fight to wage, 
And let the ſecond Rodomont engage: 
Doubt not [ ſtand prepar'd for thee—for all— 


R To anſwer thine and every mortal call. 450 


| Rogero then increaſing ſtrife to breed: 
: Think not t infringe the terms fo late agreed. 
| Be Rodomont the firſt i in liſt to join, 


Or, if he change, his fight muſt fol low mine. 


5 2 0, Grant 


— — 
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Grant what Gradaflo pleads, that in the field 453 
A knight muſt win his arms who arms would wield, 
Shalt thou my bird with argent wings difplay, 
Till from my graſp thou rend'ſ the ſhield away? 


Io! here I ſtand t' abide the lot's decree ; 
The firſt to Rodomont—the next to mel 460 


If thou perſiſt our treaty to confound, 


1 ſpurn all order, and deſpiſe all bound: 


Nor will I for a moment wave my right, 
But call thee forth this inſtant to the fight. 


Let, each of you be Mars, (then made reply 465 
Fierce Mandricardo) each his proweſs try: 


What arm ſhall dare forbid me here to wield 
The truſty falchion or the glorious ſhield? 
- Then fir'd to wrath, with ſteely gauntlet bent, : 

At Sericana” s king a ſtroke he ſent, 9 8 470 

Whoſe better hand at unawares it took, 


And Durindana ftrait his graſp forſook. 


Gradaſſo, burſting then with rage, beheld 


The ſword diſputed from his hand compell'd. 


Indignant ſhame, deſpite, and burning 1 ire, 475 


Fluſh'd all his face; his eyeballs ſparkled fire: 
. Fierce for revenge a backward ſtep he made, 
And ſtood in act to draw the deadly blade: 


But 
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But Mandricardo, ever unappall'd, 


Him and Rogero to the battle call'd. e 


[- Come, both at once—come, Rodomont (he cry'd) 


| Jo make the third, and come all three defy'd. 


| : LOMme, Spain and Afric ! all of human race, 

| No flight ſhall e'er my glories paſt diſgrace. 

| Thus he who nothing fear'd; and as he ſpoke, 485 
In his right hand Almontes' weapon ſhook, 

Firmly embrac'd his ſhield, for fight prepar'd, 

And good Rogero and Gradaſſo dar'd. 

Leave him to me, and ſoon this ſovereign ſteel, 
Exclaims Gradaſſo) ſhall his frenzy heal. 490 
Not ſo (Rogero cries) to me reſign 5 


the combat firſt | is mine. 


Von boaſting chief— 
| Go thou—the fight 1 IS -mine—by turns they cry'd—- 

| Then all at once each other loud defy d. a 

Nor this nor that would yield; and now enrag'd 495 
| All three at once a medley war had wag d; 
When numbers preſent as the warriors clos' d, 
With ill advice amidſt them interpos 'd; 

And to their coſt had ſoon his fortune known, 


Who for another's ſafety riſks his own: . 500 


Not all the world their ſouls to peace had won, 
But lo! the Spaniſh monarch, with the ſon 
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One ſingle day the loan of Hector's ſword, 510} 
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Of great Troyano came, whoſe preſence quelbd 


Their frantic rage, and each in reverence held. 


Nov Agramant demands, what ſudden cauſe 505 
To new contention thus each Warrior draws. 


LT h' occaſion known, he ſtrives with every art 


| To calm the rage of ſtern Gradaſſo's heart; 


That he to Mandricardo might afford 


Till the dire fight was wag'd with Sarza' s lord. 
While Agramant with ſoothing words addreſt, 
Aſſays by turns t' appeaſe each angry breaſt, 


7 New ſounds of tumult in the weſtern tent, 


From Rodomont and Sacripant were ſent. 


Va 
7 — 
"BLY 


Circaſia's monarch ſtood with Sarza' 8 knight, 


(As late we told) to arm him for the fight, 


And with Ferrau had on the champion brac' d 


Thoſe arms which once his proud forefather grac'd. 


And now they came to where the courſer ſtood, 520 


Who daſh' d around the whitening foam, and chew d 


The golden bit : this ſteed, Frontino nam'd, 


Was that W hoſe loſs Rogero' 8 wrath inflam' 4 


| Meanwhile the generous Sacripant, whoſe care 


525 


Muſt ſuch a champion for the litt prepare, 5: 2 
8 . DT _ Obſerv's 
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Obſerv'd the gallant ſteed with nearer view, 
When ſoon his marks and faultleſs limbs he knew, 
And own'd his Frontaletto, for whoſe ſake 

| He went on foot, nor other ſteed would take: 

| Stol'n by Brunello, on that fatal . 530 
When from the fair“ he bore her ring away; | 

W hen Baliſarda and his horn he reft 

From great Anglante' 8 carl with i impious theft ; 
When from her fide Marphiſa' s ſword he bore, 
And with his plunder reach'd Biſerta 8 ſhore; 535 
| x hen gave Rogero Baliſarda fam'd, 

With this good courſer, ſince Frontino nam'd. 

FT | Fach certain proof the fierce Circaſſian weigh'd, 


hen turning to the Sarzan king, he ſaid: 


| Know, chief! 1 this ſteed is mine by fraud pur- 
loin'd 5 : 540 


Before Albracca-numbers left behind 
| Could witneſs what I tell—behold my ſword 
Shall full conviction of the truth afford. 


But ſince together for awhile we far'd 


In friendly ſort, and mutual converſe ſhar 4 345 
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And ſince thy want I know to thee 1 yield 
My generous courſer for the liſted feld, | 
My right acknowledge firſt ; elſe hope in vain 


To keep a ſteed which only arms can gain. 


Stern Rodomont, than whom no prouder knight | 


 Feer wielded weapon in the liſt of fight, 351 
Thus anſwer' d Had another 8 lips declar'd 
Such ill-judg'd words as Sacripant has dar'd, 

lle to his coſt might find 'twere better far, 15 
T hat ſpeechleſs born he breath' d the vital air; 555 
But as thou urgeſt, for the friendſhip late 
Between us held, in this I wave debate, 5 
To bid thee now (and heed what I adviſe + 
Defer awhile thy arduous enterprize, 55 


- Till thou haſt mark” d the iſſue of the fight, 560 


This day, between me and the Tartar knight, 
When his example mall thy prudence wake, 


To beg me as thy gift this ſteed to take. 


With thee * tis courteous to be brutal (cries 


Fierce Sacripant, with lightening i in his eyes) 56, 


But mark me plainer now—henceforth take heed 
Hoy far thou dar'ſt uſurp my truſty ſteed : 
I here forbid thee, while this better hand 


Can, graſp d aloft, the engen ſword command 


" 1 Y q 
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If other means ſhould fail, unarm'd I fight, 570 

| And ſtand with tooth and nail to guard my right. 
Cries, threats ſucceed, and ire enkindles ire : 

Leſs ſwift through ſtubble runs the blaze of fire. 

Fierce Rodomont complete his armour w ears; - 

But Sacripant : nor helm nor cuiraſs bears, 85 

Yet ſeems (fo well he knew his ſword to wield) 

Securely fenc'd as with a covering ſhield - 

Though Rodomont excell'd in nerve of fight, 

No leſs in Kill excell'd Circaſſia's knight. 579 

| Not with more ſwiftneſs turns the kindling wheel, 

| When from the ſtone is ground the whitening meal, 

| Than Sacripant, with hand and foot untir'd, 

Turn'd, chang'd, and parry'd ſtill as need e d. 

Their {ſwords Ferrau and Serpentino drew, 

| And midſt the chiefs themſelves undaunted threw: 

| Then Ifolero, king Grandonio came, 586 

And many nobles of the Mooriſh name. 

| Such was the tumult, ſuch the noiſe combin' d, 

| That reach'd the tent where both the princes join'd, 

Lilay'd to calm Rogero' 8 wrath 1 in vain, 590 

The Tartar lord and king of Sericane. . 
Now to king Agramant, perplex'd i in thought, 

A meſſenger unwelcome tidings brought, 


That 
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To urge ſuch claim, and if by force or ſlight 
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That Sacripant, with Rodomont engag d, 


A cruel battle for his courſer wag'd. 595 


Then thus the king beſpoke the lord of Spain; 


Amiadſt theſe new alarms, thou here remain, 


Leſt aught ſhould worſe among theſe chiets befall. 


While 1 attend where vonder tumults call. 


When Rodomont his royal lord beheld, 60⁰ 
He ſtay'd his weapon, and his fury quell d: 


Not with leſs awe Circaſſia 8 pr ince retir d. 


When Agramant appear'd ; who now enquir d, 


Wich kingly looks, and with majeſtic tone, 


From what new cauſe this ſudden ſtrife was grown, 


The whole declar'd, he ſought with fruitleſs care 606 
* appeaſe each warrior, and the breach repair. 


Unmov' d, Circaſiia's monarch ſtill. deny” d 


The king of Algiers longer ſhould beſtride 
The generous ſteed, unleſs by Fair requeſt, 610 


For that day's uſe he firſt his lord addreſs'd. 
But Rodomont, as wont, with fell diſdain 


Reply'd—Nor thou, nor Heaven, ſo far ſhall gan, 


That, what this arm can on myſelf beſtow, 
lever to another' s gift will owe. 615 


The kin g enquir d of Sacripant his right 


He 
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je loſt the ſteed: the prince the truth diſplay'd, 

And, as he ſpoke, a bluſh his thame betray'd. 

| He own'd how well the ſubtle thief had wrought, 620 

Who marking, while he fate entranc'd in thought, 

Four ſtakes beneath his ſaddle plac' d, and drew 

The courſer thence, ere aught his rider knew. 
Amidſt the train appear'd Marphifa bold, 

Who, while his courſer's loſs the w arrior told, 

in colour chang'd, for on the ſeli-ſame day, 626 

A robber” $ hand“ had borne her ſword away. 

Advancing near, her eyes confeſs'd the ſteed, 

On which Brunello once with light-foot ſpeed, 

Eſcap'd purſuit: brave Sacripant ſhe knew, 630 

Till then unfound ; ſhe mark'd the mingled crew 

That crowded near, when numbers there appear 'd, 

That oft theſe thefts from baſe Brunello heard. 

All turn'd to him, by whom they Enew abus' d 634 

| The knight and dame, and by their looks accus'd. 

| Of each Marphiſa aſk'd, nor fail'd to find 


— mW 
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* BruNELLoO. e 


Ver. 620. He own'd how well the ſubtle thief, &c. ] This 


ludicrous and extravagant incident is taken from Boyardo. The 


paſſage is wittily ridiculed by Cervantes, where Sancho, while 


# aſleep, loſes his als, which is ſtolen from him by Gines de 


lamonte 3 in the lame 1 manner. 


She 


| That this was he whole hand her ſword purloin'd. 
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She learnt, for this and many an impious cheat, 
 '_ For which he well deſerv'd a nooſe to meet, 
By Agramant the ſhameleſs wretch was prais'd, 640 


And (ſtrange to tell) to regal honours rais'd. 


Marphiſa felt her former wrath to wake, 


| Determin'd, for her injur'd honour's ſake, | 
„ n the foul thief a juſt revenge to take. 
| Now by her ſquire ſhe bade her helm be lac' d, 615 
1 ler other ſhining arms already brac'd 
ö Her martial limbs, for never yet the maid 


Ten days was ſeen, but bright i in mail array'd, f 


5 
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bit Since her fair perſon, brave beyc ond compare, | 
j She firſt inur'd the weight of ſteel to bear. 650 


Then, with her helmet clos'd, the went and found | 


| Brunello ſeated midſt the peers around. 

| Him, when ſhe ſaw, the dame with furious heat 
i 7 Seiz'd by the throat, and dragg'd him from his ſeat; 

[! : Eaſy, as grip'd within his hooky claws, 635. 


The ravenous eagle ſome weak chicken draws, : 
And bore him thus before Troyano' 8 heir, 


Then deep engag'd to heal inteſtine war. 
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Brunello, fearing worſe might yet befall, 


le IT — 
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Ceas'd not to weep, and loud for pity call. 660 
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is cries were heard amidſt the mix'd alarms 
Of ſhouts and tumults from the camp in arms. 
For mercy now he ſues, now aid demands : 3 


Near as he drew, thick crowd the gazing bands: 


To Afric' 8 king the dame her priſoner took, 665 


| And thus addreſs'd him with an haughty look: 

| nis wretch, thy vaſſal, by my hand ere long 
| oft ſuſpended, ſhall atone the wrong 

- honour felt—for know his ſhameful theft, 


tim of his horſe, me of my ſword bereft. 670 


Should there be one who dares my purpoſe blame, 


| Forth let him ſtand, and what he thinks proclaim : 
* To prove my juſtice, 1 his might defy, 
And! in thy preſence give bis tongue the ye. 


Since ſome may urge, III choſen time I take, | 675 


| When civil broils ſo many murmurs make; 
When diſcord kindles now, with dire Yarns, 
The braveſt warriors of the camp to arms; 


1 hree days ] reſpite his determin 'd fate, 


Meanwhile would any friend prolong his date, 680 


| Let ſuch appear—if not ere then releas d, 
[ give him to the birds a 8 8 5 


* 


Ver. 670, me of my CEL This is told in Boyardo 
See Book XVII, note to ver. 732. > = 
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— Without companion ſhall I there retire, 


There let him come, I there his arms attend. 
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Where thought itſelf to find a clue was loſt, 


be better worked up than the confuſion in the camp of the Pagans, 
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But three miles diſtant by the wood's lone ſide, 


To yonder tower behold my courſe I guide: 


Save two, a damſel and a faithful {quire. 


If any dare this wretch s cauſe befriend, 


She ſaid; and waiting no reply, purſu'd 
Her deſtin'd way to reach the neighbouring Wu 
Brunello on her courſer's neck ſhe caſt, 
And in his locks the martial virgin faſt 
Her hand ſecur'd, while loud he ſhriek' d and pray'd, 
Invoking every friend by name for aid. 


King Agramant, amid theſe tumults toſt, 695 


| Abore 


—_ 
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Ver. 695. Ang Agramant, amid theſe tumulis—] Nothing can 


from theſe diſſentions among their leaders. Cervantes humourouſſy 
makes Don Quixote, in the midſt of the quarrels at the Inn, thus 
allude to the above paſſage of Arioſto: © Did I not tell you, Sirs, | 
that this caſtle was enchanted, and that ſome legion of devils mult 
certainly inhabit it? In confirmation whereof, I would have you ſee, 
with your own eyes, how the diſc ond of Agramant's camp is paſſed 
over, and transferred hither among us. Behold how there they fight 
for the ſword, here for the horte, yonder for the eagle here again 
for the helmet; and we all fight, and no one underſtands another. 
e therefore, my lord id; ge, aud you maſter prictt, ans 1 let one 


07 
bk. 


2 


3. XXVII. ORLANDO ruRoSso. 333 


1 Above the reſt more ſorely now diſpleas'd, 

| Bcheld Brunello by Marphiſa ſeiz'd 

| Not that he ſtill the treacherous caitiff lov” d; 

[ Who (ſome tew days elaps'd) his anger mov'd. 700 
: Fre ſince the ring's late loſs, the king revolv'd 

1 Brunello's fault, and oft his death reſolv d. 

| But now he deem'd a monarch's ſacred name 

1 Too boldly ſcorn' d, and red with conſcious ſhame, 

b He ſtood pre par'd to follow, with his hand 705 


J avenge th' affront that regal power ſuſtain' d: 


| But grave Sobrino, preſent, ſoon inclin d, 


| To better thoughts the prince's wrathful mind. 


It ill beſeem'd, in ſuch a cauſe, (be ſaid) 
80 great A king, of fovereign kings the head, 710 


| 70 wage 4 fight, where, ſhould his arms ſucceed, 


More blame than honour muſt attend the deed: 


— — 


of y you ſtand for king Agramant, the other for king Sobrino, and 5 
make peace among us, &c.“ 


See Iris Don 3 Vol. L B 1. © xv. © | 
Ver. 707. But grave Sobrino, &c.] This is the firſt appearance ; 


| of Sobrino in Arioſto. His character is continued from Boyardo, 
| where he makes a figure in the council held by Agramant, to debate 


on the intended invaſion of France, and endeavours to diſſuade the 


king from that expedition. Sobrino appears to d be the Neſtor of the 
poem. 


Who ſcarce hard conqueſt o'er a woman gain'd !” 


1 rr 
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And leave the courſe of juſtice uncontrol d. 729 
Thou canſt (he added) to Marphiſa ſend, 


As king and judge—and firſt thy promiſe plight, 


The hangman's hand ſhall do her honour right. 


80 ill to thee her love be firmly ty d, 


5 Who liſtens to his counſe! Juſt and ſage; „ 


But wills that none ſhould her retreat invade; 5 
For public good, his feelin gs he ſuppreſo d, 

And hop'd, by his example o'er the reſt, 

To ſoothe to concord each contending breaſt. 735- 
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When men would ſay—“ Much has our king ob. 
tain'd, 


Great is his danger, ſmall his praiſe muſt prove 71; 
Who dares againſt her arm to combat move. 
'Twere beſt to leave Brunello to his death : 
Or if a word could ſave the culprit's breath 
From threaten'd nooſe, that word we ſhould with. 
hold, 


That ſhe his ſentence may to thee commend 
But ſhould ſhe this refuſe—the conteſt ceaſe, 725 
Leave him to her and reſt the maid i in peace: 


Hang up Brunello, and all thieves beſide. 


Sobrino's words the monarch's warmth aſſuage, 


Nor only leaves himſelf at large the maid, 


But 
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| But Diſcord laugh'd aloud, who knew no fear 
| Of peace or friendſhip ever more to hear: 


Now here, now there, ſhe travers'd o er the plain, 


g Nor could the tumult of her | joy contain: 


| No leſs exulting, ſtalk'd her ſiſter Pride, 740 


| Who conſtant fuel to the fire ſupply'd, 
| And, with a ſhout that reach' d the firmament, 
| The ſign of victory to Michael ſent. 


| At that dread voice, at that tremendous ſound, 


; The Seine ran back, and Paris trembled round ; 7 45 


| Through Arden 8 ſable groves the echoes ſpread, 
| And ſavage beaſts in gloomy coverts fled : 


| Blaia, and Arli, Rhone' 8 far-winding ſhore, 748 


; The Alps, and mount Ghibenna heard the roar : 
This Rhodan, Soane, Garonna, Rhine confeſs'd ; 
While mothers claſp'd their infants to the breaſt. 
| Each furious chief, demands the fight to wage, 


And each will foremoſt i in the liſt engage: 


— 


ver. 744. At 1 that buds voice, Er. c. ] See « Virgil. 
Contremuit nemus, &c. | 

85 Et trepidæ matres preſſere ad pectora natos. 
Ex. vn. 


5 e b wildly ſtare with fears poſſeſt, 
And (train their helpleſs inants to their breaſt. 
The woods all thunder'd- fs 


Dkvoen, : 


„ 


Wat. III. : 2 „5 
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His jealous pangs, and fix his ſuture bliſs. 
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Their claims, ſo various, ſo perplex'd the nooſe, 


Apollo s ſelf could ſcarce the bands unlooſe : . 


Vet every art king Agramant would try, 
And firſt the Gordian knot of ſtrife untye 


Between the African“ and Scythian t lord, 


For beauteous Doralis, by both ador'd. 


The king, by turns, would each to reaſon bend, 760 


As prince, as brother, counſellor, and friend: 


- But when he ſaw, that neither would incline 
To truce, or peace, or her he lov'd reſign; 
Fair cauſe of all their ſtrife ! he ſought to find 
: Some middle courſe, to meet each rival's mind. 765 
He meant the damſel ſhould decide their loves, 
And name the conſort, whom her choice approves 
So, at her ſovereign bidding, might they ceaſe. 
5 rom further ſtrife, and firmly bind the peace. 
Fach knight agreed, for each his love beliey'd 770 
With mutual paſſion by the dame receiv'd. = 
| The king of Sarza, who long time had fu'd 7 


To gain her hand, ere Mandricardo w 00 d; 


Accuſtom'd | in her preſence ſtill to live, 


With every grace that fits a maid to give; 775 


Securely nop'd, her ſentence would diſmiſs 


* Rovonoxr. f Maxpzicanno. 
n „ Nor 
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Nor he alone, but thus each Pagan thought, 

| Who knew for her what deeds his arm had wrought, 
| In counaiment and field—not thus (they cry'd) 780 

| : | Should Mandricardo by her doom abide. 

| But he who love's ſoft hours with her had led, 

| While Sol on worlds below his ſplendor ſhed; 

| | Who knew what flame her gentle heart avow y 


I | Laugh'd at the judgment of the erring crowd. 


Before his ſovereign lord each peer confirms, 
With every ſolemn form, the ſtated terms, 
Then to the dame appeals; 3 with downcaſt eyes, | 


1 | While her fair face the bloomy colour dyes, 


1 She owns her boſom held the Tartar deat : 790 
With wonder all the ſoft confeſſion hear. 


| Fierce Rodomont, as if each ſenſe was fled, 


E Scarce dares again exalt his drooping head; 
But when his wonted fury had e -- 
| he firſt ſurpriſe and ſhame, that ſilence held 7 
I His falt'ring tongue, he call'd the doom unjuſt, 
And, ſnatching from his ſide his ſureſt truſty 


| Before the king and camp the blade he draws, 


. And ſwears, that this ſhall win or loſe the cauſe ; . 


Not the light breath of woman's wayward will, 80⁰ 
Z Who what they leaſt ſhould value, favour fill. 2 
| 2 2 | = Swift 


200 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. xXVn. 
Swift Mandricardo anſwers to his call : 

Act as thou wilt ſtand prepar'd for all. 

Yet ere thy ſhip the harbour ſafely gains, 


A mighty tract of ſea unplough'd remains. 805 


But Agramant here interpos'd, and blam' d 
The Sarzan prince, who 'gainſt all order claim d 
The fight ane w ſo far the king prevails, 

He makes this riſing fury ſtrike her ſails. 

Now Rodomont, indignant to ſuſtain 8 810 

A two-fold ſhame before this princely train: 

Firſt from his king, to whom his pride gave way, 
And next his dame, in one ill-omen'd day, 

' No longer there will dwell, but from the band, 
That late in battle own'd his guiding hand, 

Two ſquires alone he takes, and, ſwift as . 
N leaves the Mooriſh tents behind. 
As when the ſurly bull, o'ercome in fight, 
Reſigns his heifer for the victor's right; | 


* = 1 8 = 2 - ET 


"Yar: 818. ”” when the farly bull, — 5 See Virgil 


Nec mos bellantes una abulare, ſed alter 

Victus abit, longeque i ignotus exulat oris, 75 

Multa gemens, ignominiam, plagamque ſuperbi Do * 
Vicdoris, tum quos amicit inultus amores ; 

Et ſtubula ſpectans regnis exceſſit avitis. 

| GEORG. Lib, 1. v. 224. 
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b. XXVII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 341 
For woods and barren ſands he leaves the mead, 820 
Where once he us'd the numerous heards to lead: 
Loudly he roars, as night or day returns, 


While ſtill his breaſt with inbred fury burns. 
So ſtruck with rage, with frenzy and deſpair, 


Goes Algier s king, rejected by the fair. 823 


Him good Rogero had prepar'd with ſpeed 
Io follow, and regain his faithful ſtecd; 
But ſoon recalling to his generous mind. 
The lift with Mandricardo next deſign'd, 
He checks his rein, and turns to claim the fi ON 830- 
Ere king Gradaſſo next aſſert his right 
To Durindana, with the Scythian * knight. 
Yet much he griev'd to ſee, before his he 


Frontino loſt, an undiſputed prize. . 


Nor, when the war is o' er, their rage expires; 
To diſtant vales the vanquiſh'd wretch retires; 
Weeps his diſgrace, his conquering rival's boaſt, 
Vet more the fair, that unreveng'd he loſt; 
And oft with penſive looks, as he retreats, 
: The parting eule vie ws s bis ancient ſeats. | 
| | Wanron, ver. 29ů. 


: * Manpaicanpo. 


2 3 . Though 


—x OO — 2 —— — ne — — . 


— . 3K 
* — tag rr rn YE I: 14 II 


* W*: Cogan "ie I 
* 
—— 9 — —— — — Er ts "a 7 
ot" 1 CALDER 72 


B. XXVII. 


342 ORLANDO FURIOSO. | 


Though once his battle with the Tartar fought, 835 
Not long his generous ſteed ſhall reſt forgot. 
But Sacripant, whom no ſuch cauſe detain'd, 
For whom no other ſtrife or liſt remain d; 

In haſte the courſe of Rodomont purſ u'd, 

And ſoon had join'd him, but a chance withſtood; 
A ſudden chance that croſs'd him in the way, 841 
And kept him wandering all the live long day. 

By fortune fall'n amidſt the Seine he found 

A hapleſs maid, who in the ſtream had drown' d, 
But that he came to give her timely aid, 845 
Leapt in the flood, and her to land convey d. 
He ſought his ſteed, but looſen'd from his hand 
The ſteed awaited not his lord's command: 

All day he fled, and ſcarce with ſetting light, : 
Reſign'd his bridle to the weary'd knight. 859 
Two hundred miles o'er hill and plain he paſod, 
But where he found ſtern Rodomont at laſt, : 
5 And how they met, 1 ſhall not here record, 

With ſmall advantage to Circaſſia- 8 lord. 


— 


—— 


ver. "Me: A baph 5 Sk 4—)] This RS juſt te rondhel 
upon here by Arioſto, is no where elſe mentioned by him, or by 
e 


| How 


. XXVIL. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 3 
How there he loſt his ſteed, and how he fell, 855 
In captive bonds—I haſten now to tell, 
How fir'd with wrath, before the princes ſham'd, 
Againſt his miſtreſs and his king inflam'd; 
Far from the camp the king of Sarza went, 
And how on both he gave his anger vent. 860 
Where'er the Saracen in frenzy griev d, 
The ambient air his burning ſighs receiv d. 
n pity Echo from her cavern mourn 'd, 
And tochis plaints, i in plaintive notes return'd. 865 
1 female ſex! (he cry'd) whoſe worthleſs mind, | 
B Inconſtant, ſhifts with every changing wind : 
O faithleſs woman! perjur'd and unjuſt, 
Moſt wretched thoſe who place | in thee their truſt! * 
Not all my ſervice try'd, my love expreſt 870 
thouſand proofs, could in one cruel breaſt 
Secure a heart, ſo ſoon, alas | eſtrang d 
From truth like mine, and to another chang” d. 
Nor have I loſt thee now, becauſe my name 


* 


Is Laren 6 d cclips'd by Mandricardo' 8 fame: „ - 


ö - a PER” : _— 


Ver. 856. 3 captive lends]. In another part, mention is made 
of Sacripant being vanquiſhed by Rodomont at che cs but no 
particular account is given of that incident, 


I 2 4 1 Nor 
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Though once his battle with the Tartar fought, 835 
Not long his generous ſteed ſhall reſt forgot. 
But Sacripant, whom no ſuch cauſe detain'd, 

For whom no other ftrife or liſt remain'd ; 

In haſte the courſe of Rodomont purſu'd, 
And ſoon had join'd him, but a chance withſtood; 
A ſudden chance that croſs'd him in the way, 841 
And kept him wandering all the live long day. 


By fortune fall'n amidſt the Seine he found 


A hapleſs maid, who in the ſtream had drown'd, 
But that he came to give her timely ; aid, 36 


Leapt i in the flood, and her to land convey d. 

He ſought his ſteed, but looſen'd from his hand 
The ſteed awaited not his lord's command: 
All day he fled, and ſcarce with ſetting light, 
Reſign'd his bridle to the weary'd knight. 8350 
Two hundred miles o'er hill and plain he paſs'd, 
But where he found ſtern Rodomont at laſt, 
And how they met, I ſhall not here record, 
With {mall advantage. to Circaſlia' 8 lord. 


— — 
* 


8 — 


A 


Ver. 844. A baple 15 maid, 3 This 5 juſt wech 
upon here by Arioſto, is no where elſe mentioned by bo, or by 
e 


How 


| - par 
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How there he loſt his ſteed, and how he fell, 
In captive bonds haſten now to tell, 


895 


How fir'd with wrath, before the princes ham” d, 
Againſt his miſtreſs and his king inflam'd; 
Far from the camp the king of Sarza went, 
And how on both he gave his anger vent. 860 
Where'er the Saracen in frenzy griev'd, 

The ambient air his burning ſighs receiv'd. 

a pity Echo from her cavern mourn'd, 

865 
0 female ſex! (be cry'd) whoſe worthleſs mind. 


And tochis plaints, in plaintive notes return · d. 


Inconſtant, ſhifts with every changing wind : 
D faithleſs woman | perjur d and unjuſt, 

Moſt wretched thoſe who place 1 in thee their truſt! [ 
Not all my ſervice try'd, my love expreſt 870 
By thouſand proofs, could in one cruel breaſt 
Secure: A heart, ſo ſoon, alas! eſtrang” d 
5 From truth like mine, and to another chang” d. 

Nor have I loſt thee now, becauſe my name 


Is deem'd eclips'd by Mandricardo' s fame: by 875 


— — 


Ver. 856. ; In captive bonds—)] In another part, mention is made 


of Sacripant being vanquiſhed by Rodomont at the Bridges us no 
particular account is given of that incident. 
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344 ORLANDO FURIOSO. w_ xxvn. 
Nor know I what my ſource of woe to call 

But thou art woman that comprizes all! 

O ſex accurs'd by God and Nature ſent, 

A deadly! bane to poiſon man's content! -- 
So hateful ſnakes are bred, the wolf and bear 880 
So haunt the ſhades ; ſo nurs'd by genial air 
Swarm gnats and waſps, the venom'd inſect train, 
And tares are bred amids the golden grain, 

Why could not N ature (foſtering nurſe of earth I: 
Without thy aid, give man his happier birth ? 885 

As trees, by human kill engrafted, bear 5 

The j Jury had ſmooth r or racy pear ? 


—— 


Ver. 876. 0 E care This exclamation of Rodomont 
againſt the female ſex, may recall to the mind of the reader, the re. 
flections of Adam on the OI of EVE, ene, theſe 
lines, 8 | 
2 why did God, 
Creator wiſe, who peopled higheſt heaven 

With ſpirits maſculine, create at laſt 
This novelty on earth, this fair defect 


Of nature, and not fill the world at once 


\ 

With men, as angels, without feminine, the: 
Or find ſome other ways to on her. 
Manie + | = 

Pan 1 Book 4 b \ 


P ut it muſt be frankly acknowledged, that the paſſage of Arioſto 
35, as too uſual, debas'd by ludicrous images and expreſhons. 


But, WW 


b. XXVIL. 


But, ah! can Nature aught that's perfe&t frame, 


When Nature bears herſelf a female name? 


Yet be not hence with empty pride o'er-run, 890 


To think, O woman! man is born your ſon. 
On prickly thorns appears the blooming roſe ; : 
And from a fetid herb the lily grows. 
Inſidious, cruel ſex ! whoſe faithleſs mind 864 


No love can influence, and no truth can bind; 


ſngrate and impious, plagues of human kind! 
Complaining thus, the king of Sarza rode, 
Now murmur'd low, now rais'd his voice aloud, 
Heard: far and wide; with undiltinguiſh'd blame, 
At once involving all the female name. 900 
Raſh! ! unadvis'd ! though ſome our anger raiſe, 
For three found ill, a hundred merit praiſe. 
What, if amidſt the fair 1 yet have loy'd, 


Not t one, perchance I met, that faithful prov'd-: 904 
Shall 


——— 


Ver. 889. When Nature bears herſelf a female name? Surely 
| the poet has carried this conceit to the utmoſt, that Nature, being 
herſelf a female, and WOO] imperſes, could produce nothing 


perfect. 
Ver. 903. HW bs if amidſt the fair, Oc. 
Ere creeping age ſhall change theſe locks to grey.] The 


attachment of Arioſto to the fair lex, has been ſhewn in the account 


of his life, and appears in various parts of his works, and this paſſage 


in 
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Shall I the whole with general cenſure blot, 

And not accuſe my own unhappy lot ? 

Such was my chance—if, midſt a hundred, one 
Were faithleſs found, on her my choice muſt run. 


But ill I truſt, ere life with years decay, 910 


Ere creeping age ſhall change theſe locks to grey, 
Some happier hour may yet my hope renew, 
And fee my love repaid with love as true. 
Should e'er ſuch future bliſs my vows befall, 


That faithful the will make amends for all: 915 


While to the height her honours I ks. - 
With pen or tongue, in proſe, or numerous verſe. 

The Saracen, who thus his miſtreſs blam' d 
As ill advis'd againſt his king exclaim' d; 
And oft he wiſh'd ſome ſtorm of adverſe fate 
Might fall unlock d, to overwhelm bis ſtate; 

To make each wretched houſe in Afric mourn, 
And to the loweſt ſtone each pile o'erturn ; 

That Agramant, expell'd his realm in grief, 


Might r. rove I mendicant without relief; 925 


5 


— _ * * 7 WF ht . — 


im particular, among many others, ſeems to prove that his love had 
| been divided by a number of objects, though, at the ſame time, it 

likewiſe ſeems to prove that he had been > rather unſucceſsful 3 in the 
| hdelity of his miſtreſſes. | | 


Ti 
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T i once again his proweſs ſhould teſtore 141 
The exil'd monarch to the regal power ; | ö | 
And in his proof of loyal duty ſhow, ED TH 


What to a faithful friend a friend muſt owe; | 1 | 


A faithful friend, whoſe merits ſhould receive, 930 
| Arbe worlds h whate er his A could 1 
give. | LE at „ | 

The Pagan thus, as troubled paſſions wrought, | 0 $9 

| Now on his king, now on his miſtreſs thought: Es 11 
He ſpurr'd his ſteed, but ne'er to ſleep addreſs'd 
fis watchful eyes, nor gave Frontino reſt: 935 l 
Next day his courſe to Sonna's banks he ſped, Fi | i 
3 (That to Provence with winding current led) _ : | 
For Africa once more to croſs the main, ee 
And ſee his long forſaken realms again. „„ ; 6 
He view'd the river, fill'd from fide to fide 940 | 7 4 
With barks and veſſels floating on the tide ; = | 0 | 
That from afar, with all proviſions ſtow'd, . 1 
Z To Pagan bands convey'd the welcome load. 114 
| The country round was ſubject to the Moers,, e 
From Paris walls to Acquamorta's ſhores; 945 

A pleaſing tract! and all from plain to plain, 0 
dtretch'd on the right, that reach'd ms bounds of 0 
. e 1 5 t l 


Now With: 

| Ae 
; ; 1914 
9 
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Now from the ſhips remov'd, the buy crow'd 


On many a beaſt and wain the burthens ſtow'd: 949 


From different parts the banks were cover'd round 
With well-fed herds, that graz'd the verdant ground; 
And near the river divers huts were kept, 

Where all night long the hinds and drivers ſlept. 
The king of Algiers here, ſurpriz'd by night, 
When damps and gloom ſucceed departing light; 


Yields to a country hoſt (there born and bread) 956 


Who begg'd him for his gueſt at board and bed. 
His ſteed diſpos'd ; rich plenty crown'd the board, 


With Greekiſh wines, and wines of Corfu ſtor d. 
In all the reſt a Moor the Pagan ſhow'd, 960 


But in his drink preferr'd the Gallic mode. 


The hoſt, with welcome looks and ſumptuous fare, | 


Would every honour for his gueſt prepare; 5 
Whom by his garb and mien he well divin'd, 


A knight of proweſs high, and noble kind. : es ; 


But he, at variance with himſelf (whoſe heart, 
As if divided from its better arte 


Ver. 960. In all the ref a Moor, 1 By the 0 of Ma 


homet his votaries are forbidden the uſe of wine: but the poet, who 
meant Rodomont for a character of impiety, makes him pay no at- 


tention to the dictates of his own religion, and only obſerve. the 


cuſtoms of a Moor when they did not combat his paſſions. 


Still 


| Hat 


b XXVII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 2 is 


Still to his milireſy turn'd) with penfive look” 


There ſate, nor with a word the filence broke. 


Our jolly hoſt, who better could advance 970 


His private good than any hoſt of France ; 

| Who midſt a land with foreign foes o'er- run, 
Preſerv'd his chattels, goods, and houſe his own; 
Had call'd, in honour of his noble gueſt, 

His friends and kindred to partake che feaſt. 

Of theſe none dar'd to ſpeak, but gaz'd with awe, 
While mute and ſad, the Saracen they ſaw ; 
Who ſate with head caſt down | in mournful wiſe, 


As if he fear'd to meet a ranger” $ eyes. 


Thus long he mus'd, till from his boſom broke 980 


A ligh, when ſudden as from fleep he woke ; 3 
Prepar'd to ſpeak, his drooping lids he rais'd, 
And round the board with look compos'd he gaz'd; 
Then aſk'd his hoſt, and next to each apply'd, 5 
f any there the marriage ſtate had try'd, 985 
And flumber'd with a conſort at his fide. 

He ſaid; the hoſt, and every g gueſt he found 
In wedlock's law to female partners bound. 


He next enquir'd, if each believ'd his ſpouſe 


Had duly kept her matrimonal vows: _ 990 


When, 
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When, fave mine hoſt, they one and all deelar'd, 
That none with them their wives' affections fhar'd. 
To this the hoſt—Each, as he will, believes, 
But ſure am I—that each himſelf deceives : 


For this your credulous, uxorious mind, 993 


I can but call you each with dotage blind; 
And ſo no le, nuſt fay this noble knight, 
Unleſs he mans to tell you black for white. 


For as to enrich the world has Fate preferr'd 


A ſingle Phœnix (rare and only bird!) e | | "Tix 


So, is it faid, one only man through life, 
Is ziv'n to ſcape the talſhoods of a wife : 
Each will himſelf that happy mortal call, 


That huſband ſole, who bears the palm Goin all! 


Vet how can each the boaſted treaſure own, 1005 


| When through the ſex no two chaſte wives are WW - 


known? 
Like you I thought, and till be had deemd 
All women virtuous, that were ſo eſteem'd; 


But, that a gentle ſquire, in Venice bred, 


And late for my good fortune hither led, 1010 


Such ſtories told, all which full well he LA: 
As from my thought the fond deception drew. 


Francis | 


8 XXVII. ORLANDO FURIOSO, a 
Francis Valerio was he call'd, whoſe name 

Shall ever place in my remembrance claim. 

Right was he learn'd in women, and could well 

| The frauds of marry'd and unmarry'd tell: 1016 
Tales new, and tales long ſince, of every kind, 
He told, with theſe his own experience join'd; 

He fully prov'd, of high or low degree, | 


How vain the hope a virtuous dame to ſee. 1020 


Should ever one ſeem chaſter than the reſt, 

is that her art can veil her frailties beſt. 

| From thoſe (of which ſuch numbers would he tell, 
That ſcarce the third in my remembrance dwell) 
One ſtory fix d within my mind remain'd, 1025 
And there engrav'd has | ſtill its place maintain'd ; 
Which, all that hear, ſhall like myſelf receive, 

And every falſhood of the ſex believe; 

And if it pleaſe thine ear, L noble knight, 


To their confuſion will the tale recite. 1030 


* — 


Ver, 1013. Francis Valerio] Gian' Franceſco Valerio, a 


Venetian gentleman, a great enemy to women: he lived in intimacy 
with the poet, and is mentioned by him with particular kindneſs at _ 


e beginning of the xLvith Book, and is here likewiſe, by a poetical 
inachroniſm, made to live in the time of Charlemain, and from his 
barred of women, Arioſto puts into his mouth this ley ere tale againſt 
the 8 KX. ; 


What 
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What better (cry'd the Pagan) canſt thou find, 

To ſuit the preſent temper of my mind, 

Than ſtories, where examples may diſplay 

That worthleſs ſex, accuſtom'd to betray ? Ts 

Yet ere thou ſpeak'ſt, againſt me take thy place, 


So ſhall I better hear thee face to face. 1036 


But, in the enſuing book, we ſee declar'd | 


What tale for Rodomont mine hoſt prepar'd, 


END OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH BOOK, 
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THE ARGUMENT: 


Ropo MONT hears from his hoſt the tale of Aſtolpho and Jocundo, 


a ſevere ſatire upon the female ſex. The characters of women 


further diſcuſſed. Rodomont leaves his hoſt, and purſues his in- 


. tended journey for Algiers, but meeting with a pleaſing ſpot, he 
takes poſſeſſion of a chapel which the Chriſtians had deſerted, and 
reſolves to fix his reſidence there. The arrival of Iſabella and the 


hermit with the dead body of Zerbino. 


THE | : 
"Oy STS LOOT ES HIRE 
OF 


ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


FE dames ! and ye to whom each * 18 dear, 
To this unhallowed tale refuſe an ear; 
A tale mine hoſt has caught from lying fame, 


| , To ſtain the luſtre of the female name 55 


| Ver. 1. 2. line, ke,] This celebrated tale, one of the ſe 


vereſt ſatires that was ever written upon the female ſex, has been 


imitated by ſeveral authors; particularly by the witty Fontaine, the 


| prior of France. 


| Bolleau has compared this tale of Fontaine with the Joconde of 


M. Boiillion, and not only given the preference to the former, but 


-ndeayours to ſhew, that for the pleaſantry of narrative, Fontaine is 


{uperior to the Italian author; at the ſame time he candidly ſpeaks 
thus of Arioſto. „ Donnez, fi vous voulez, a PArioſte toute la 


eloire de Pinyention, ne lui denions pas le pris que lui eſt jeſtement 
| 1 A a2 - | dd, 


Vet 
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r 


Yet ſuch a tongue alike in vain eſſays 
To blot with cenſure, or exalt with praiſe : 
In blaming others, fools their folly ſhow, = 
And muſt attempt to ſpeak when leaſt We know. 
Paſs o'er this part unread, the ſtory ſtands 
8 Unhurt without it, nor the page demands; Po 10 
What Turpin told before, I but rehearſe, 
No envy prompts, no malice points the verſe: 
My better lines your matchleſs worth have ſhown, 


My loyal faith to all your ſex is known. 


To ſeal this truth a thouſand proofs 1 give, . 


That till 1 in —_ and you alone, [ live. 


y I” Cy 


dd, pour Velegance, la nettetè et la brevité inimitable avec laquelle 


il dit tant de choſes en ſi piu de mots; ne rabaiſſons point mali. 
cieufement, en faveur de notre nation, le plus ingenieux auteur des 


derniers Siecles“ Difſertation fur la Joconde de M. Fontaine. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that ſeveral parts of this tale are bighly e ex- 
ceptionable in the original for licentiouſneſs of idea and language; 
yet, if we compare the paſſages with other writers of the early times, 
we ſhall $i.d that Arioſto is by no means entitled to excluſive cen- 
ſure, - A general groſſneſs then prev ailed among the poets, particu- 
larly of the humorous kind, as our own Chaucer will ſufficicatly 


prove; and Spenſer, in a later age, will ſcarcely incur leſs condemn- 
ation. The account of Hellenor among the Satyrs, is equal for 
indelicacy to any parts ct Arioſto. To this we may add, that the 


5 poets of a much more reſined time have given themſelves ſuch un- 
. juſtifiable berties, that the ſevere eye of decency may find numerous 
e to expunge in Prior, Dryden, and even Pope himſelf. 


— — —Añ— •ͤů—v—é— — — —— - 


Ihen 
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Then paſs, or with a careleſs eye ſurvey 

{ Th' opprobrious tale, the fable of a day. 

| But to reſume my taſk—when every gueſt 


A due attention in his looks expreſs'd, 5 20 


| Mine hoſt oppos 2 againſt the Pagan fate, 

And thus began his ſtory to relate. 

Where Lombardy extends her fruitful plain 
The young Aſtolpho held his peaceful reign, 
His brother's heir—renown'd for every grace 2 

Of manly perſon, and the charms of face. 

|: Scarce could Apelles, Zeuxis, or a name 

| More fam'd | in art, have ketch' d a lovelier frame. 


Thus freſh i in blooming youth the monarch ſhone, 


Fair in all eyes, but fairer in his own. 30 


Much leſs he priz d his ſtate of kingly power, 

His numerous armies, his exhauſtleſs ſtore 

Of wealth and friends, in which he far excell'd 

| Each boaſted prince that near dominion held, 
Than beauty s gift, whoſe full perfection rais d $5 
| His form o 'er every youth for beauty prais'd. 
Amongſt the train that in their prince's ſight 

Paid daily homage, was a Roman knight, 


Fauſtus his name, whom dear the king eſteem'd, 


And oft with him would boaſt how high he deem'd 40 
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His perſon's charms, and bade him boldly tell 

If one he knew to match, much leſs excel, 

Such manly grace: Thus he in vaunting pride: 
And, as he little thought, the knight reply'd, 

O king! (ſaid Fauſtus) doubtleſs few there are 4 
Whoſe beauty can with Pavia s lord compare: 
But one I know may urge ſo bold a claim, 

My brother he, Jocundo is his name: 

Set him apart, your charms all charms efface: 

5 His equal yours, or boaſt ſuperior grace. 80 

Aſtolpho with ſurpriſe theſe words receiv d, 
And ſcarce ſuch unexpected truth believ' d; 

Then felt a wiſh within his boſom rais 3 
Jo ſee this youth unknown, ſo highly prais d; 

And Fauſtus urg'd his ſacred faith to plight, 

To bring this wonder to his prince 's fight. 


Great king (the knight yerarn'd}: with truth 
5 fear, 


1 Hard | Is the taſk to ring Jocundo hore: 
: Saves is he knows to 5 the city” $ s gate 5 | 
| He lives content with his paternal ſtore, _ 


Nor ſ{quanders that, Nor r ſeeks to. > gather more ; 35 


And 


Þ. XXVIIL ORLANDO FURIOS0. . 359 
And he as diſtant Pavia's towers would deem, 

As ſome the banks of Tanais' icy ſtream; ; 

But moſt I dread the attempt the youth to tear 65 
From her whoſe love partakes his joy and care; 

Th' enamour'd huſband from a wife to draw, 
Whoſe every with to him 1 is more than law. 

Yet, gracious king, thy ſervant ſhall obey, 

| And prove each art to ſpeed him on his Way. 70 
The king adds royal g gifts to carneſt pray ers, 
And for his embaſly the knight prepares. 

On wings of zeal obſervant Fauſtus flew, 

And ſoon Imperial Rome aroſe in view: 5 
Then to his brother”: s humble roof he went, 75 
8 Told the King $ wiſh, and gain'd his flow conſent; 
lmplor'd the wife, and check'd each ning ſigh 


With thoughts of mighty gifts and honours high, 5 


And for his ſake beſought her to comply. 


At length Jocundo fix*d the parting day, 80 


And ſteeds and ſervants hir'd, and fair array 
EF To deck his manly form, for oft the grace 
| Of coſtly veſt i Improves a beauteous face. 


Meanwhile with heaving breaſt and flowing tears, 


T he dear companion of his lite appears; 35 
A a „„ Vows. 
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Vows that his abſence ſhe ſhall ever mourn, 

And never live to ſee his wiſh'd return. 

Ceaſe, my lov'd ſpouſe, (the tender huſband cries, 
While equal ſorrows trickle from his eyes) 


Ceaſe thy dear plaints, ſo Fortune ſpeed my way, 
1 As but two months I my return delay, 91 b 
Nor Pavia' 8 proffer'd crown ſhould bribe my | - 


longer ſtay. : 
Ah, me! (ſhe ſigh'd) and muſt 1 then ſuſtain : 


Such length of abſence, ſuch an age of pain? 


Ah! no, the grave will firſt my portion be, 9 35 | 


"Theſe fading eyes no more their lord ſhall foe 
Then welcome death o ſorrow thus a prey, 
P ood ſhe rejects, and groans the night away; 


Touch'd with her grief he lifts his eyes to Heaven, 


Oft ſighs, and oft repents his promiſe given. 100 


Now from her lovely neck a croſs ſhe drew, 
Thick ſet with precious gems of various hue, 
Which once a pilgrim of Bohemia bore 


When ſick, returning from Tudza's ſhore : 
| ST e * 22 


Her ſire the drooping ftranger entertain'd, 105 


And at his death the hallow'd relick gain'd. 
This croſs ſhe begg'd him at his neck to wear, 


And 1 in 1 his mind her dear remembrance bear. 


w ith, 
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With joy the youth 1s ſeen the pledge to take, 

Not for memorial, but the giver's ſake; 110 
Since neither time nor place his faith could move, 
Nor fortune, good or ill, diſperſe his love + 

| : Nor could her i image from his thought depart, 


Or death s ſtrong ues divide it from his heart. 


On that black evening, which fore-run the day 115- 


That her loy'd conſort fendt on his way, 


lncreaſing grief her tender ſoul oppreſs'd, 


And oft ſhe fainted on her huſband's breaſt. 


Not once they clos'd their eyes; no tongue can tell 
How oft they kiſs'd, bow oft they bade farewel; 120 


ill breaking from her ſoft embrace he fled, 

And left her drown'd in ſorrow on the bed. 7 
Scarce two ſhort miles ] he journey'd, erc his mind 
Recall'd the treaſure to his care conf) on 'd, 

| The precious croſs, which i in his thoughtlo I halte. 

| He left behind beneath his pillow plac” i 

Ah me! (he cry'd) how fitly ſhall I frame 5 

A fair pretence to mitigate the blame? 

Well may my wife my loyal truth ſuſpect, 

Her gifts and love repaid with ſuch neglect. 130 

He knew 'twere vain, with cold exc uſe to ſens 

A menial ſervant, or a nearer irie end : 

4 = Timfelf 


302 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. | XXVII. 


Himſelf in perſon muſt return to prove 


His faith untainted, and her doubts remove. 


He rein d his ſteed, and cry'd, my Fauſtus, go 135 


Tow” rds Pavia's court with gentle ſteps and low, 


I muſt ; again to Rome, but ſhort my ſtay, 


Soon ſhall my ſpeed o'ertake you on the way; 


No other can ſupply my wants—He faid ; 


Then bade adicu, and turn'd his courſer” D head: 146 


Alone he croſs'd old Tyber 5 yellow ſtream, ” 


What time the ſhade retir'd from Phoebus? beam: 


When, haſtening home, he found the darling fair — 


Faſt lock'd in ſleep (fo poignant was her care!) 


The curtain with a cautious hand he drew, | 145 


And view'd, what little there he thought to view; 
For, lo! his chaſte, his faithful ſpouſe he found 


In wanton ſheets, w ith amorous fetters bound, 


Claſp'd by a youth, in whoſe adulterous face, 


le knew the author of his foul diſgrace: 150 


A low-born hind defil'd his maſter's bed, 

Whoſe hand had rear'd him, and whoſe bounty fed. 
Think what amazement chill'd his curdling blood, 
As fix'd in ſtupid gaze he ſpeechleſs ſtood: 


Ne'er may your foul, by fad experience, know 155 


The crue] anguiſh of Jocundo': s woe. 


5 „ 
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Rage urg'd him on to draw the {word, and take 

A juſt revenge; but Love, that ſtill could wake, 
For this ingrate, ſoft feelings i in his breaſt, 
Spite of himſelf the threatening ſtroke repreſs'd. 160 
All-powerful Love, that from his anger ſav'd 

Her forfeit life, fo far his heart enfla\'d 

He fear'd to chace the {lumber from hes eyes, 

And with the ſhock her tender ſoul ſurpriſe. 

Silent the room he left, with filent ſpeed 5 266 
The ſtairs deſcended, DO regain'd his ſteed; 5 
Goaded by grief, he goads his fiery beaſt, 

And joins his brother ere the hour of reſt. 


All mark'd his change of cheer, his mournſul 
look, 


E that ſome: near anguiſh at his heart beſpoke ; 170 


Yet none, amidſt ſo man Ys eber divin'd 
The ſecret cauſe that rankled 1 in his 9 
All knew he left them to return to Rome, 


ut he had made a trip to Cuckoldom. 


Ver, 174. But he had mad: a trip to Cuckoldom—] The Italian 


is, 


——lto era a Corneto:— 8 
Corneto, the name of a place near Rome. The word likewiſe 
means Cuckoldom ; but the humour of the original ariſing from the 
double meaning of the word, could not e preſerved i in the ſame mar- 
ner in the tranſlation, — 


3 
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Each deem'd that love lay feſtering in his thought, 


But none could tell how love his ſorrow wrought. 176 


His brother deem'd he mourn'd his conſort, left 
. Of comfort and ſociety bereft: | 8 
But he had different motives to complain, 
a Her too much company had caus'd his pain. 1380 
He ſighs, he weeps, while Fauſtus to his grief 
(The cauſe unknown) can yield no kind relief: 


In vain he ſeeks the healing balm to pour, 


What hand can heal, that cannot probe the ſore? 


The healing balm is rankeſt venom found, 165 
Which more inflames, and wider makes the wound. ' 
His conſort? 8 once-loy'd name diſtracts his breaſt, 
His appetite is gone, and loſt his reſt; 5 
While thoſe fair features, that ſo late might « claim : 
The prize of beauty, ſeem” d no more the ſame: 190 
With deep-ſunk eyes, and large projecting noſe, 
| With wither'd fleſh, a ſkeleton he ſhows ; 
And, bred from grief, a fever on the way 
At Arbia, and at Arno forc'd his ſtay, 


Till loſt thoſe charms that once ſuch. fame had 


won, Lo 30 
Like gather d roſes fading i in the ſun. 
Though 


Though Fauſtus, touch' d with deep regret, per- 
ceivd 
His brother” $ woeful ſtate, no leſs he griev'd 


To think the prince, to whom his faith he ow'd, 


1 He promis'd one of matchleſs form and face, 
| And one he brings depriv'c d of every grace: 
Vet with Jocundo, ſtill he journey'd on, 


| Till now they enter'd Pavia's regal town : 


| At firſt dechn'd to meet Aftolpho' 8 fi ght, 

Till to the king by letter he reveard 

| That dire diſeaſe, and {ome diſtreſs conceal "of 
Prey'd on his brother' s ruin'd health, defac d 
His roſy bloom, and laid each beauty waſte. 210 
Atolpho, gracious prince, w well pleas'd to hear 
The man he long d ſo much to ſee was near, 

| Reſolv'd his nobleſt welcome to extend, 

| And greet Jocundo as his deareſt friend 

| No envy in his generous breaſt was known, 215 
| Joo find a beauty that excell'd his own; 
Since, but for pale diſeaſe, full well he knew 


| Hi 0 rival's charms muſt every charm ſubdue. 
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Should doubt his truth for praiſe ſo ill beſtow'd. 200 


zut, fearful of diſgrace, the Roman knight 9 205 


Superb 8 


. 
|. 
. 
{| 
i 
72 
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1 he ſecret chamber of Aftolpho' $ queen ; * 
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Superb apartments to the youth he gives, 


And only in Jocundo' 8 preſence eee 20 


His wiſhes to prevent all means applies. 
And every way to do him honour tries; 


While he, unbleſt, in langour waſtes his life, 


Lamenting ſtill the falſehood of his wife: 


Nor ſong, nor dance, nor muſic's ſprightly ſtrains 


Can drown remembrance, or afſuage his pains. 226 


In theſe apartments of the regal dome, 


An ancient hall was next his lonely room, 


The room where oft retir'd in grief he pines, 


And ſhows, and games, and company declines; 230 
Broods o'er the deed that robb' d his ſoul of reſt, 
And adds new ſcorpions to his tortur d breaſt; 

Vet, ſtrange to tell, a balſam here he found, 

Of ſovereign power to cloſe his rankling wound. 
Par in the hall, where artificial night, e 
With windows ever clos'd, expell d the light, 
py chink appear d, and through the mouldering flaw, 


Whence came a feeble ray, he thought he faw 


W hat few would hear, and fewer would believe, 
Nor from another would himſelf receive. 240 


I There, through the opening chink, reveal d was ; ſeen 


A ſacred 


| In 
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A ſacred privacy to all deny'd, 

But thoſe in whom the fair could well confide: 
Here oft Aſtolpho's beauteous conſort ſate, 245 
Forgetful of her lord and regal ſtate; 
And here he vie wid a dwarf of hideous face, 

| And ſhape uncouth, the wanton fair embrace. 
Struck with the ſight, TE doubting what he 
= view d, 


As | in a trance awhile Tocundo ſtood : PE 250 


| | But, when convinc'd, no longer could be deem 
The ſight th alluſion of an idle dream. 
| Ye gods l (be cry'd) can ſhe reſign her charms 


To the rude claſp of ſuch a lover's arms?- 


A queen, whoſe lord with every gift is crown d. 255 


3 In form unrivall * as in worth renown'd! 

3 Reflection that before fo pain'd his heart, 

Now took, by flow degrees, his conſort 8 part. 
What though ſhe ſought a young gallant to find, 


Her fault was but the fault of. all her kind: 260 


W hoſe favours none could ever fingly prove, 5 


And if deſire of change! her breaſt could move, 


At leaſt no monſter had enjoy'd_ her love. = 
| N ext day, returnin g at tht accuſtom'd hour, 
HF He found tl the | lovers buy de as before: R 


Still 
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Still Küflen of futprile, the dwarf and dame 
The king diſhonour'd with the deed of ſhame. 


Day following day their mutual vigour proves, 


And Sunday was no fabbath to their loves. 


Yet moſt he marvell'd that the fair complain'd, 270 


And thought th' ill-ſhapen cub her charms diſdain'd. 
One morn, when to the friendly chink he came, 
He found, diſſolv'd in tears, the amorous dame: 
Who twice already, by her truſty maid, 
Had call'd the dwarf, and ſtill the dwarf delay'd. 275 


Again ſhe ſent: her maid theſe tidings brought; 


The dice, my lady, take up all his thought; 
And rather than forego his gain at play, 
Ile dares your gracious ſummons diſobey. 
At this ſtrange ſight Jocundo chang” d his cheer, 4 
No more his cheeks receive the falling tear; 281 


Joy! lights his eyes, the clouds of grief are 0 er, . 


And what his name imports, he looks once more; 


His manly front reſumes its wonted grace, 155 


And angel beauty | brightens 1 in his face. 285 


The king, his brother, all the court, confeſs. 


The wondrous turn; but none the cauſe can guek, 


—__ 


— — ; — — 


Ver. 283. And what his name erg The word Giocund 
ary the Italian, be: 1w-nfics cheerful, Jocund. 


It 
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If from the youth the monarch long'd to know 

- What {ſudden comfort had aſſuag'd his woe, 
Not leſs the youth the ſecret wiſh'd to tell, 290 
And to the king his i injuries reveal; . 
Yet will'd he ſhould for ſuch atrocious fact, 

Like him no vengeance from his wife exact: 

| Then by a ſacred vow the prince he ty'd, 

| Whate'er his ear receiv'd, or eye deſcry'd, 295 
| Though the dire truth depriv'd his ſoul of reſt, 

| Though in th' offence tell treaſon ſtood confeſs'd, 
Thar, ſoon. or Tate, he never would engage 

| The guilt to pumth, but reſtrain his rage, 

| Nor let a a fingle word or deed evince — 300 
T he crime detected by : an injur'd prince. 5 

| The king, who little dreamt his wrongs ſuſtain! d, 
| By ſolemn plighted vow himſelf reſtrain'd. 

| Jocundo then began the cauſe to ſhow, 

[ W hence ſickneſs, ſprung from foul-conſuming 1 woe, 
Prey'd on his health; and how his wife, debas d 
Io ſordid luſt, had with his ſlave diſgrac'd | 

Her huſband' 8 bed; how, near his death, he bound 
An unexpected itve to cloſe the wound. 


And know, 0 monarch! to my ſecret ener 310 


Thy palace has ſupply'd the lirange relief; 


Yor. inn. Bb For 


- — — —— 
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For while I mourn'd my fortune, chance diſclos'd 
A mightier far to equal fate expos'd. 
He ſaid, and to the place the monarch drew, 


; That gave his hideous rival to his r 
Whoſe charms had taught his faithful wife to yield, 


And now was ploughing in another's field. 
There needs not here an oath t enforce belief, 


5 If ſtiffen'd at the fight with rage and grief iq 
The monarch ſtood, while ſcarcely he repreſs'd 320 if 


The mingled paſhons ſtruggling i in his breaſt : 


As one diſtraught of every ſenſe he far'd, 
With open lips for iſſuing words prepar d: 


But ſoon, remembrance of his vow _ 

The riſing tempeſt that within rebell d. 325 
Then to Jocundo—Say, what courſe remains? 

Direct me, brother, ſince thy will reſtrains 


My juſt reſentment, and forbids this hand 
To take the juſt revenge my wrongs demand. 
F aith, (laid Jocundo) let us theſe forſake, 330 
And prove if others more reſiſtance make; 3 
With every art aſſail the wedded fair, 
And plant on other's brows the fruits we bear. „ 
What woman mall our form and rank diſdain 
When ſuch baſe paramours can grace obtain ? 335 


Grant 
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Grant that ſometimes our youth and beauty fail, 
The power of riches ever ſhall prevail: 
Nor let us here return, till female ſmiles, 


Won from a thouſand, crown our amorous toils. 


| To prove that virtue, to our coſt at home 

| So fully prov'd, may ſovereign balm i impart 
Jo ſooth the anguiſh of an injur'd heart. 

5 The king aſſents, and for th' intended way 

W ith ſpeed prepares, impatient of delay. 345 
Through fruitful Italy their courſe they bend, 

Two pages only on their ſteps attend. 

And now they left the ſoft Italian land, 

Io viſit Flanders, France, and Albion's ſtrand. 

| Free to their love they found each melting fair, 350 
| And found the lovelieſt oft the kindeſt were: 

And while on ſome they coſtly gitts beſtow” d, 

To other's bounty equal g gifts they ow d: 

| With fiege of warm entreaty ſome they w won. 

| And others pray'd themſelves to be undone. 9355 
| Here one ſhort month, there two the lovers made 
Their amorous ſtay, and every proof eſſay d, 

| M hile, like the virtuous wives, each female, 9 
In nuptial fetters, with their ſuit comply d. 


Long abſence, while in foreign lands we roam, 340 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


_ Nor ſhall our love diſturb another s peace. 3 75 
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At length both tir d, where both alike purſue 360 


Increaſing dangers with adyentures new, 


| Conſcious what miſchiefs oft on thoſe await 
Who knock too frequent at their neighbour's gate, 
Now deem'd it beſt to ſeek ſome generous fair, 
- Whoſe charms, by turns, might either s paſſion ſhare, 
For each had try'd, and try'd 1 in vain, to prove, 366 


A female conſtant to his ſingle love. 


Since ſtill ſome other muſt partake my bed, 
The place be yours, my friend (the monarch ſaid). 
Olf all the ſex this certain truth is known, 370 


No woman yet was ere content with one. 


Then let us with ſome gentle friend enjoy 


: A bliſs, unmix'd with jealouſy” s alloy; 
So ſhall our moments roll in ſportive eaſe, 


a 


What better fortune can a woman claim 


Than two ſuch huſbands to return her flame ? 


And while to one no wife will conſtant prove, 
Yet ſurely two muſt gratify her love. - 
Thus ſpoke Aſtolpho; and the Roman youth 960 


Approv'd what then he deem'd the voice of truth. 
At length the Spaniard's ample realm they gain 'd, 


= Where what they ſought, Valenza' s ſeats contain 'd; 


A daughter 


> 


J WOT \ 
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A daughter of their hoſt, of low degree, 

Of manners mild, of features fair to ſee; 385 
On her they fix d — for on her blooming face | | 
The ſpring of youth diffus' d its earlieſt grace. 
With her the fire a numerous offspring rear'd; 

And thoughts of pining poverty he fear d: 


| He ſaw his means ſmall portion could provide, 390 


| And few, he knew, would take a dowerleſs bride: 
Hence, to their wiſh, he yields without delay 

| His daughter $ charms, the ſolace of their way, 
| And on their love and plighted faith relies, 


| To treat with tender care their gentle prize, 393 
4 They take the damſel, and in friendſhip prove 


[Ihe amorous warfare of alternate love. 
L The Spaniſh region thence they travers'd 0 er, 
And paſs'd the realms of Syphax to explore. 


At noon they from Valenza took their way; 400 


Zattiva clos'd the labours of the day. 


The ſtr angers here, as ſtrangers ever do, 
Proceed the wonders of the place to view: 


Where many a coſtly dome demands their praiſe, 


| And reverend fanes their admiration raiſe. 405 


————— — 


Ve 399. Die realms f ple By the realms of F Syphax 5 


he Furr means park of the kingdom of Africa. 
B . Meantime 


= Flammetta own'd the truth, for ſuch the name 420 


5 damſel bore from Greece ber lover came. 


The long' d- for day with thee in joy to live, 


_ vain I hop'd, while ſtill I ſtrove to fave | | 
: My pittance, eam d by what each ſtranger gave, 


—— —— — — ——— — — 


/ 

8 

He liv'd a menial by her bounty . : ( 
. 

( 

J 

| And, from diſcovery ſafe, each other greet. ] 

( 
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| Meantime the damſel ſees, from room to room, V 


All ready for her lords“ returning home: 3 
Some ſpread the couch, ſome tend and feed with care 
Ihe weary'd ſteeds, and ſome the meal prepare. 

It chanc'd, that buſy d thus the fair one ſpyd 410 


” A youth, who oft had ſlumber'd by her fide 


In happier days, when with her father plac'd 


Each other well they knew, but fear'd to ſpat,” 


Leſt ſquint ſuſpicion on their words ſhould break. #15 
But, all the reſt retir'd, the lovers meet, 


The youth demands her whither ſhe was bound, 
And which, of either lord, her favour found? 


Ah, me! (he cry'd) when Fortune ſeem'd to give 
My dear Flammetta ſeeks a foreign ſhore, 
And wretched I muſt ne er behold her more. 425 


Thou go'ſt and others have thy charms poff leſs d, 


Sweet love is turn 'd to poiſon in my breaſt: 


With | 
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With thee my ſlender fortune to divide, 420 


And from thy father” s hand receive my beauteous 


bride, 


The ſorrowing fair-one claſp'd him to her breaſt 


And mourn'd his fruitleſs ſuit fo late addreſt. 

Sore wept the crafty Greek, and, with a ſighh, 
Can'ſt thou, inhuman, let thy lover die? = 
Give me, at leaſt, ere we for ever part, 

T' allay the flame that preys upon my heart; 

One moment paſt in thy belov'd embrace, 


Will make me death without complaining face. 


| Not leſs my wiſh (the amorous girl replies, 440 


Conſenting paſſion ſparkling i in her eyes) 
But how, with ſpies ſurrounded, can we prove 
| | Our mutual warnth, and give a looſe to love? 
| Ah! (faid the Greek) too well convinc'd know, 


| Did half my ardor i in thy boſom glow, e 
ö Thy wit would ey 'n this night ſome means employ, 
1 Io ſnatch at leaſt a momentary joy. 

In vain (ſhe anſwers) much-loy'd youth, you ſue, 


. vince I each night repoſe between the two. 


Weak 18 th' excuſe (che plaintive( Greek rejoun q) 450 


| | For if thou feel my woe, thy gentle mind 


V' IM 


Tir'd with the watching of ſo long a night. 
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Will yield relief, and, | ſpite of all, remove 


Whate'er may ſeem t' oppoſe the ſuit of love. 


Awhile ſhe paus'd; then, ſmiling bade him come, 
While all were lumbering, to the wiſh'd-for room; 


Deſcrib'd the way, and tau ghtwhat courſe to take, 456 
How, undiſcover'd, his return to make. 1 


Well pleas'd he heard, and when the drowſy god 
Had laid on every eye his potent rod, 


He ſeeks her door, with long and ſilent ſtrides; 460 


The door admits him: flowly in he glides: 
Firm on his hindmoſt foot awhile he ſtays, 


The other, rais'd, with cautious ſtealth eſſays _ 
A forward ſtep; and wide his hands are ſpread, 
5 On either ſide to find th expected bed. 14565 

He reach d the feet, and made his artful way = 
_ Beneath the covering were Flammetta lay. 
Soon as the Greek, the night s ſhort blefling c o'er, 
Returning ſeeks the way he came before, 
And Phebus' beams to light the eaſt begin, . 470 
Flammetta riſing lets the pages in. 


Now with his friend the king prepares to jets 


Brother (he cry'd) it fits thee ſure to reſt: 


Some leiſure muſt recruit your weary ſpright, 


Jocundo 


b. XVIII. ORLANDO FURIOS0. — 377 


Tocundo then replies in taunting vein: 
Repoſe be yours, ſince you the toil ſuſtain. 
You uſe my words—fair reſt betide your grace, 


As to the huntſman weary'd in the chace. 


I, (faid the king) | would in truth have try'd 480 


The lover's ſuit, but found my ſuit deny'd. 
Again Jocundo thus V our ſlave am I, 

'Tis yours to break, or with our terms comply. 
But ſuch diſpute or taunts there needed none, 


You might have chid my love, and claim'd your 


own. | | 5. 2485 


| Words follow'd words, replies ſucceed replies, 
1 Till oft repeated jeſts, grown ſerious, riſe 
| To harſh debate: they call the girl to clear 

The doubtful truth: the girl, with conſcious fear, 
Steps trembling forth, commanded to reveal | 490 
What each alike ſeem'd earneſt to conceal. | 
Declare (with ſtern regard the monarch cry d) 


And fear not evil ſhall thyſelf betide, 
Which of us two, ſo long i in love's delight 


Uſurp'd with thee the pleaſures of the night? 495 


Impatient both await the girl's reply, 
And hope her words will fix on one the le: 


 Flammetta | 
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Flammetta, lowly proſtrate on the ground, 
Of life deſpairing ſince her fault was found, 
Implor'd forgiveneſs, and with tears c d. 500 
That , urg'd by love, which long had way d her breaſ. 
: Some pity on a faithful ſwain to take, 

Who years had ſigh'd, and ſigh d but for her ſake, 
That night ſhe gave the tender frailty — J 
In hopes one error would alike betray 505 \ 
Fach noble lover that beſide her lay. | J 
Thus ſhe: Jocundo and the king amaz'd, 
Long, on each others face in ſilence gaz'd: 
Ne er had they heard, nor through the world beliey'd . 
Two like themſelves by female guile deceiv'd. 510 


Now ſudden mirth the place of wonder took, 
And either's fide convullive laughter ſhook _ 
With peals ſo loud, that ſcarcely could they breathe, 
But ſunk exhauſted on the couch beneath. 514 
So much they laugh) d, their boſoms ak'd with pain, 
Nor could their eyes the guſhing tears reſtrain: 
58 At length they ſaid— What man ſhall hope to ſtay 
His wite from wandering the forbidden way? 
dince we, in one ſame bed, ſo cloſely join'd, 
Between us both 1 in vain this laſs coufin'd ? 520 
=: Wer” 


B. XXVIIL ORLANDO ru. 30 


Were numerous as his hairs a huſband's eyes, 
A wite's deceit would every watch ſurpriſe. 
A thouſand women we before have try'd, 


Vet found not one our amourous ſuit deny'd. 


A ſecond thouſand like the firſt would ml: 325 


But this laſt proof may well ſuffice for all. 

# Then ceaſe we more to blame our mates, or find 

Their thoughts leſs chaſte than thoſe of all their kind; 

And fince they both are virtuous as the beſt, 

Let us return and live with them at reſt. 530 
This point reſoly'd, they bade the lover come, 

(Calla by Flammetta) to receive his doom; 


With many a witneſs preſent, for his bride 1 


They gave the girl, with ample gifts beſide; 


1 Then both return'd contented to their wives, 5335 


And led i in peace the remnant of their lives. 

Here ceas'd mine hoſt his ſtory to relate, 

| While every gueſt with in ute attention fate : 

Nor yet the Pagan knight his ſilence broke, . 
E length, the tale concluded, thus he ſpoke. 540 


What 


— ow es 


"Wa 5 37. Here ceas'd mine hoſt—] his is copied 3 / 


in his account of the Squire of Dames, with no leſs ſeverity on the 


| fair ls where the ſquire relates, that travelling through the world in 
a ſearch 
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Thus roughly treated by a tongue fo baſe, | 


Deteſted tales, but thine the worſt of lies! 


ſearch of a chaſte w woman, he fads only three to rejeck his fait, 1 


What various frauds, of every artful name, 5 
The wily heart of womankind can frame N 


Not all the power of human wit can tell, 
The thouſandth part in which the ſex excel. 


But one of graver years, and reverend mien, 545 


And better judgment at the board was ſeen, : 


Who inly wroth to hear the beauteous race 


And, conſcious of their worth, in ſecret burn'd, 
And to the vile defamer thus return'd. 550 
What cruel ſlanders every day ſupplies 


— 


* 


humourouſly characterized by the poet. 
The firſt that then refuſed me (ſaid he) 
Certes, was but a common courteſane, 
Vet flat refus'd to have a-do with me, 
| Becauſe I could not give her many a jane: 

(Thereat full heartily laugh'd Satyrane) 

The ſecond was an holy nun to choſe, 
Which would not let me be her chapellane, 
Becauſe ſhe knew (ſhe ſaid) I would diſcloſe 
Her counſel if ſhe ſhould her truſt i in me repoſe. 

The third a damſel was of low degree, 

Whom I in country cottage found by chance, 

Full little weened I, that charity | 

Had lodging in fo mean a maintenance: 

Save her, I never any woman found 

That chaſtity did for itſelf embrace, &c. 

-- FAIRY rin, B. III. C. vii. St. 58. 


Whoe'c er 
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Whoe'er thy author be, though on his tongue, 


in other points, ev'n goſpel truths Were hung; 


Not fair experience of the female kind, 555 8 


q But ſome offence late rankling in his mind 

Urg'd him to ſpeak ; his hatred of a few, 

On all the ſex ſuch blame un juſtly threw. 

But let his wrath ſubſide, and ſoon your ear 559 
Would more their praiſes than their cenſure hear. 


| For one to blame, his lips might number o'er 


A hundred women fam'd for virtuous lore: 


Then ceaſe to rail at all—if one has ſwery' d 


From honour's laws, which thouſands have preſery'd. 


And fince thy friend Valerio other taught, © JOS 


Not judgment ſway” d, but paſſion warp 'd his thought. 


FT Say, which of you, in nuptial union ty'd, 
| Has never from his conſort ſtept aſide ; | 


Who, when occaſion call'd, refus'd to taſte 


Forbidden pleaſures, or his ſubſtance mwalte 570 


On alien charms; ; while, ſave the abandon d crew 
Gf hireling loves, no women men purſue? = 
[s there a huſband will not leave his home 


(Though fair his wife) for other j joys to roam ; ; 


Let ſmiling love from wite or maiden try 5756 


With b to bend, what virtue would deny? 


190 


l 
| 
| 
14 
| 
1 
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To pleaſe the ſex what lover will refuſe, 
Or ſtop his ear when charming woman ſues ? 


And oft, I fear, from ſome injurious cauſe, 


The fair are led t' infringe the nuptial laws: 380 


Perchance, their beauty view'd with ſated eye, 
They ſee their lords to foreign beauties fly : 
Love claims return—what we to others give, 


We claim in equal meaſure to receive. 


Could I a ſtatute frame, each guilty wife, 585 


In ſinful commerce found, ſhould yield her life, 

| Unleſs the clearly to the world could prove, 

Her conſort had indulg'd unlawful love; 

But this once prov'd, the dame abſoly'd ſhould ; 


From courts, and from her lord's reſentment free: 


For CHR 1sT has taught—* To others never do, 591 


That which yourſelves would wiſh undone to you.” 
Yet ſtill incontinence, if this we call 


Weak woman' 8 crime is not the crime > of all 


5 2 
5 E 


ing religious aphoriſms, or alluſions to texts of ſcripture, in compoſl:- 


tions even of the familiar kind, was common with the writers of the 
early ages. Our Chaucer abounds with ſuch inſtances, and many may 
be found in Shakeſpear; which paſſages were not then deemed ex- 


ceptionable, nor, it is probable, gave offence to the niceſt ear, 


But 


Ver. 591. For Chrift has taught—]_ The cuſtom of introduc- 


. 
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But even in this our ſex's guilt is moſt, 595 
Since not a man of chaſtity can boaſt: 

| All crimes are his, and crimes of deepeſt aye, 


N Uſurious griping, pillage, blaſphemy, 
And crimſon murder ;— 


known 


S To woman's ſex, familiar to our own. 600 


Here the Juſt ſage his weighty reaſons clos d; 
And many a fair example had propos'd, 
| Of virtuous dames ; but with averted ear 
| The Pagan king, who loath'd the truth to hear, | 
EF Aw'd him with threatening glance and brow ſevere.- 


* Yet while in dread the ſage from ſpeech refrain'd, ,606 


The truth unſhaken in his ſoul remain'd. 
ö The Sarzan prince here bade the conteſt ceaſe, 
. T hen left the board, and hop d to reſt | in . 

| Na dawn of day: but all the fleepleſs night, ; 
| He mourn'd his changeful miſtreſs' cruel ae, 
And thence departing with the morning ray, 

Z Reſoly'd by ſhip to take his future way; 
Vet, like a champion, who with prudent heed 


Oi erwatches all, attentive for his ſteed, 615 
| That ſteed ſo good, ſo fair, which late he bore, e 


From Sacripant and from Rogero 8 power: 


And 


—Crimes, though rarely 


1 
| 
| 
1 
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And conſcious, that for two whole days he preſs'd 


Too far the mettle of the generous beaſt; 


He fx'd down Sonna's ſtream a bark to take, 620 


— 


F or ſpeed, for eaſe, and for Frontino's ſake. 


He bade the ready boatman from the ſhore 
The cable looſe, and ſtretch the daſhing oar: 


1 Before the wind the veſſe] lightly glides, 
And the ſwift ſtream with ſwifter prow divides: 625. 


But Rodomont | in vain, on land or wave, 


From cruel care his anxious breaſt would ſave: 
He mounts his ſteed, it follows cloſe behind, 
He ſails the bark, it breaths in every wind! 

Now in his ſoul the fatal inmate dwells, 680 


And every hope or comfort thence expels ; 3 


While he, alas! with cruel anguiſh pain 'd, 


| Conſcious his inmoſt fort the toe has gain . 

Expects no friendly hand can aid impart, 

While ſelf-conſuming thoughts diſtract his heart. 
All day and night, the liquid road he preſs'd, 

His king and miſtreſs rankling in his breaſt : 

In vain from ſhore or bark he hopes relief, 

Nor ſhore nor bark can ſooth his rage of grief. 
Thus the lick patient ſeeks t aſſuage his Pain, 640 


5 hile the fierce feyer throbs i in every vein ; 


= — — j 


From 


1 
1 
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From fide to fide, he ſhifts his place by turns, 
But unremitting ſiill the fever burns. 

Tir'd with the ſtream, again he ſought the ſtrand, 
And palſs' d Vienna and Valenza's land. _ 645 
The walls of Lyons next the Pagan view'd, 

And where Avignon 8 bridge ſtupendous ſtood. 


; Theſe towns, and more, of ſemblance rich and gay, 
That 'twixt th' Iberian hills and river lay, 5 049 


Paid to the Monarch-Moor * and king of Spain 


| 369 Allegiance due, as lords of that domain, 


Won by their bands from Gallia's ſhrinking reign. 
Thence on the right to Acquamort he bends, 

5 And ſtrait for Afric's realm his courſe intends; 

[ Till near a river he a town ſurvey” d, : 22 
W hich Ceres once and purple Bacchus ſway” d; 
; Compell d their fay ourite dwelling to forego 

3» From cruel inroads of a barbarous foe : 

| Here ſmile the fields, there roars the ſurgy main, 


5 And bright in vallics gleams the golden. grain. 660 


* 


* AGRAMANT. 


Ver. 648. The 15 owns, and more, &c.] By the river, he : 
| means the Rhodan, by the Iberian hills, he means the hill Jubaldo in 
Spain, by which he would infer that Agramant and Marſilius, after 
the laſt defeat of Charles, had made themſely es malters of Catalonia, 5 


and from Narbona e to Paris. 
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On this fair ſpot a chapel neat he found, 
Built on a hill, and lately wall'd around: 


This, when the flames of war their horror ſpread, 


| The prieſt deferted, and with terror fled: 


Struck with the ſite, as from the camp remov'd, 


The hated camp and arms no longer lov'd, 66: 
The king reſolv d on this ſequeſter'd ſhore 


To fix his ſcat, nor dream of Afric more: 


Pleas'd with this new abode and place of reſt, 


Algiers ſo lov'd was baniſh' d from his breaſt, 676 


With their ſtern lord the {quires attending dwell, 
The walls himſelf, his train, and courſer held ; 

o Not far his turrets proud Montpelier ſhows; 
And, near, another ſtately caſtle roſe ; — 
Which ſeated on the river $ gentle tide, 675 
The town with ſtores for every need ſupply * 


One day, while deep immers'd | in penſive mood 
The king, as wont, a thouſand thoughts purſu” d; 
Along a path-way through th' enamell'd green, 


Approaching nigh, a lovely dame was ſeen: 68: 


An aged monk, with beard deſcending low, 


Beſide her came, with ſolemn ſteps and flow ; 


A warrior-ſteed he led, that proudly bore 


A weighty bier with ſable cover'd 0' er: 


But 
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But who the monk, and who th' afflicted fair, 685 


Or what the load, twere uſeleſs to declare: 

All knew 'twas Iſabella, hapleſs maid, ; 
Who lov'd Zerbino's breathleſs corſe convey d: 
Her in Provence! left, and at her ſide 


This reverend ſire, her comforter and guide; > 690 


By whom confirm'd, ſhe meant her future days 
To dedicate for God's eternal praiſe. 


| x Though on her cheek was ſpread a death- like hue, | 


Though to the winds her locks diſhevell'd flew ; 


Though ſighs inceſſant ſpeak her cureleſs woe, 695 


And from her eyes unbidden fountains flow : 
Though every mournful fi gh too well expreſs'd | 

The anguiſh harbour d in her her gentle breaſt; 
Through all her grief ſuch beauties were deſcry' d 


; The Loves and Graces there might Nil reſide. 700 


|  Soonas the Saracen the mourner view'd, 
| Thb' unlook'd for fight his haughty ſoul ſubdu'd; 


No more he blam'd, or loath' d that gentle race, 


A Whoſe charms inſpire us, and whoſe virtues grace 3 


While Iſabella worthy ſeem'd to prove 705 
The peerleſs object of his ſecond love; „„ 
And from his breaſt expunge Granada 8 dame, 
As pity yields to Pity, flame to flame, 


oC The 
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The Pagan 1 and kindling at the 1 view, 

With eager ſtep to meet the virgin drew; 710 

And with demeanour fair and mild addreſs, 
Enquire the cauſe that wrought her deep diſtreſs. 
She told the ſorrows of her ſecret breaſt, 

5 And, how deny'd on earth a place of SY, | 
p Her ſoul had fix'd to bid the world farewel, ö | 
And with her God in holy manſions dwell, 1 

5 Loud laugh d the Pagan, who nor God would know, 4 
Nor own his laws, to every faith a foe | 
He blam'd her erring zeal, to Keep « confin'd I 
Such beauty, form'd but to delight mankind: 2 
The ſordid miſer, brooding on his ſtore, 4 

Thus hides (he cries) in caves his ſhining « ore; 

5 Whence nothing good he to himſelf derives, N 
And others of his uſeful wealth deprives: 1 
Snakes, lions, bears are cag'd i in fear of harm, * 


N ot Zuiltleſs maids ho breathe but love and charms. 


The man of God, who ſuch vain converſe fears, 1 


Like (kilful pilot that the veſlel ſteers, 
Attends his charge, leſt lightly drawn aſtray, 


Her feet ſhould wander from the rightful way: 730 | 


And now the hoary ſire with grace indu' d, 
Prepares a plendid feaſt of * food. „„ 
Hut 


. XXVII. ORLANDO FUR10S0. 


389 
But the fierce Pagan, born with evil taſte, | 
Rejedts the dainties of the rich repaſt. e i 


At length, when oft he chid, oft ſtrove in vain 735 
The preacher” s hateful counſel to reſtrain, 
His patience waſted, with vindiQtive j ire 
Z He rais'd his arm againſt that aged fire : | 
; Yet left Our ſtory ſhould too long appear, 1 | | 
We, for your eaſe, will cloſe the labours here, 740 
And let this hapleſs monk th example teach, 5 — — 


To curb the licence of ungovern'd ſpeech. e 0 


END OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH BOOK. 
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THE 
TWENTY-NINTH BOOK 
OF 


Ces 


LANDO FURIOSO. 


THE, ARGUMENT. 
| Roponoxr falls in love with Ifabella, and endeavours to perſuade. 
ber to break her vow: His behaviour to the hermit who oppoſes 
him. The fortitude of Iſabella, and her device to preſerve he: 

chaſtity. Conflict between Rodomont and Orlando. Furthe: 
account of 'the mad actions of Orlando. Medoro and Angelica, 
in their way to embark for India, meet with Orlando, when An- 
gelica, with great difficulty, eſcapes from the madman's hands. 


I WENTY-NINTH BOOK 


or 


ORLANDO FURIOSO. 


Pero the ſtate 1 man' 8 e mind, 


= All our reſolves are weak, but weakeſt prove 

; ; Where ſprung from ſenſe of diſappointed love: 
N When late the Saracen to wrath inflam' d, 1 
: 1 On womankind with bittereſt gall exclaim' d, 

It ſeem' d as if no power could eber control, 


Far leſs expunge ſuch hatred from his foul. 


So much, fair dames, his words your bard provoke, 
* Which ill advis'd againſt your ſex he ſpoke, 6” Ty 


. T hat never will I leave him, till his breaſt 
Again has beauty 5 ſovereign ſway confeſs' d: 
Still ſhall my verſe condemn his flanderous ſpeech, 


That foully durſt your ſpotlels name Impeach. 


The 


Still prone to change with every changing v wind! 
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The ſhafts of rage he from his quiver drew, 15 
And theſe, at all, without diſtinction threw : 
But Ifabella, with a ſingle look, 


At once his firmeſt reſolution ſhook ; 


And now to her he chang'd his Werde flame, 


Though yet to him unknown her county, race, or 


name. ” | 5 20 


Thus, as new paſſion fir'd his amorous thought, 

8 With every eloquence of words, he ſought 5 
To ſhake the purpoſe of her ſteadfaſt will, 

That would to God her virgin vow fulfil. 
The hermit, as a fencing ſhield, to arm 25 
Her chaſte intent againſt all worldly harm ; 


: By pious reaſons, ſtrong and duly weigh d, 


With all his power ſtood forth to guard the maid.” 


N ot long the! impious Pagan cþuld endure 


The holy fire, who preach' d ur zeal ſecure : 30 


He bade him, in good tim ; hls cell regain, | 
And leave the damſel; but he bade i in vain : 
Till rouz'd at length, no longer he forbore, 

But ſeiz d his beard, whence by the roots he tore 
The filver hairs; and, with dire rage 1 
With favage graſp his aged) neck he held; 


I 
4 
$ . 


ren EE TT 7 
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And, whirling round, ſome three miles thence he 
threw ; 

Swift tow rds the ſea the wiewbel hermit flew ! 

What then befe] him, little I relate, 


For various tales are rumour'd of his fate: N 40 


| Some ſay againſt a rock his limbs were thrown, : 
And piecemeal daſh'd upon the craggy ſtone: | 
Some lay, that midſt the ſea his death be found, 


And, as he knew not how to ſwim, was drown' d 


ö Spite of his oriſons—Some fay, the hand — 45 


1 Of his good Saint convey'd him ſafe to land: 
Bunt be it as it may, —1 paſs it o'er, 
 Henceforth of him the ſtory ſpeaks 1 no more. 


When cruel Rodomont had thus romov 4 


The talking hermit, oft in vain reprov” qd, „U 


: With milder looks he turn'd, where, at his elde, 
Þ The damſel ſtood all pale and terrify' d; 

| Whom now in ſpeech by lovers oft addreſt, 
He call d his ies of me Soca the beſt; 


— 


| ver. 5 And 3 dtc * No i for the poet 
can apologize for the extravagance of ſuch paſſages as theſe: where- 


ever they occur, the tranſlator freely gives them up to the critic, as 


lawful game, and means this for a general declaration of his open 


on che ſubject. 
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The ſhafts of rage he from his quiver drew, 15 
And theſe, at all, without diſtinction threw : 
But Ifabella, with a lingle look, 

At once his firmeſt reſolution ſhook ; 

And now to her he chang'd his tormer flame, 


Though yet to him unknown her county, race, or 


name. | 20 


Thus, as new paſſion fir'd his amorous ; thought; 
With every eloquence of words, he ſought 
To ſhake the purpoſe of her ſteadfaſt will, 
That would to God her virgin vow fulfil. 


Ille hermit, as a fencing ſhield, to arm 25 


Her chaſte intent againſt all worldly harm; 
By pious reaſons, ſtrong and duly weigh” * 
With all his pow: er ſtood forth to guard the maid. 


N ot long the i impious Pagan could endure 


The holy fire, who preach' d in zeal ſecure : . 


He bade him, in good time, his cell regain, 5 
And leave the damſel; but he bade in vain: 
Till rouz'd at length, no longer he forbore, 


But ſeiz d his beard, whence by the roots he tore 


The filver hairs; and, with dire rage impell'd, 


= With rg rap his aged neck Ne held; 85 
And 


„„ ͤ 4 


e 
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And, whirling round, ſome three miles thence he 

threw ; 

Swift tow'rds the ſea the wretched hermit flew! 

What then befel him, little I relate, 

For various tales are rumour'd of his fate: Y 40 
| Some ſay againſt a rock his limbs were thrown, 
And piecemeal daſh'd upon the craggy ſtone : 
| Some ſay, that midſt the ſea his death he found, 
And, as he knew not how to ſwim, was drown' d . 

Spite of his oriſons Some ſay, the hand . 45 
Of his good Saint convey'd him ſafe to land : 85 
But be it as it may,—l paſs it o'er, 


Henceforth of him the ſtory ſpeats no more. 
When cruel Rodomont had thus romov'd. = 
| The talking hermit, oft in vain reprov . e 11 
= With milder looks he turn'd, where, at his fide, 
The damſel ſtood all pale and terrify” d; M0 
Whom now in ſpeech by lovers oft addreſt, ” 1 
He e call d his life, of every 7 good: the beſt ; | 


The 37. And i lions PI Neo rartiality for _ yort 5 | 1 
can apologize for the extravagance of ſuch paſſages as theſe: where- | 
ever they occur, the tranſlator freely gives them up to the critic, as q 
5 lawful game, and means this for a general declaration of his opinion | * 

on the 78 | | | | 


His 
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His balm of hope, fair comfort, ſmiling joy, 55 


With each endearment amorous tongues employ. 
Courteous he ſeem'd, as if he would diſarm 
Her thoughts of fear, that any force might harm 


Her virgin vow : thoſe. graces that: inflam'd 


His cruel heart, his wonted pride had tam d; 60 


And though his hand could pluck the fruit, he choſe 
1 abſtain at diſtance, and but touch the boughs. 
He ſondly hop'd by flow degrees to find 
Fair Iſabella to his wiſh inclin' d: 
; W hile ſhe, ſubjected toa tyrant” 8 laws, EY 65 


(Like ſome poor mouſe within her foe's ſharp claws) 


Un \friended and forlorn, w ould rather dare 
The worſt of ils than what ſhe fear'd to bear ; ; 


Still pondering on the means, if ſuch could be, 


Herſelf and honour from his power „„ 


With her own hand determin d to prevent 


Her name by death, ere his abhorr'd intent 


Should make her wrong the knight; who, late en- 


twin'd 


By ler lov'd arms, his parting breath reſign d; 


. „— 


Ver. 66. Like POE poor mouſe, we] Centinly t tao Ixdicrous 


an image on ſo pathetie an occaſion, 


* Þ 
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To whom, with heart devout, the mourning dame 


Had vow'd to dedicate her virgin name. 76 
She mark d, and trembling mark d, th' unhallow' d 
fire | —: 


| That warm'd the Pagan with impure deſire. 


| What ſhall ſhe do How ſhape her dangerous courſe > 
3 W hat way remains t' elude his brutal force? 80 
i Long time revolving 1 in her fearful mind 
b A thouſand ſchemes, at length, her thoughts deſign d 
One that might ſave her chaſtity from blame; 
Which here we tell to her eternal fame, 
4 The Pagan, by his words and deeds, confeſs'd 85 
| The lurking purpoſe of his! impious breaſt: 
Loſt was the courteſy | which firſt he ſhow'd, 
| When fair his ſpeech 1 in gentleſt accents how d. 
To him the damſel—Would' ſt thou but enſure 
My honour ſafe, a gift thou may'ſt procure, 1 90 
; Of far more worth than aught thou canſt obtain 
1 | From what muſt fix on me eternal ſtain. 


Ver. 89 — thou but enſure, - 
y honour ſaſe, &c.—] A. ſimilar T is told of 2 

virgin in me time of Mirvan, the caliph, in the eighth. century, and 
of another named Braſilla (the time uncertain) related by Franceſco 

| Barbaro, i in his book concerning the choice of a wile. „ 


ZAT TA. 


Scorn 


3938 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXII 
Scorn not a laſting prize, a prize to raiſe 

O'er all the ſons of war thy deathleſs praiſe. 

A hundred and a hundred may'ſt thou find, 9 


Fai air dames the lovelieſt of our female kind ; 


* 


v 


855 But who, like me, are fated to beſtow 


Th' invalu'd good thou to my hand may'ſt owe. 
A herb J know, and late have ſeen, that boil'd | 
With rue and i ivy, o'er a fire when pil „„ 100 
With cypreſs-wood, will (ſtrange to tell) produce, 
By guiltleſs fingers ſqueez' d, a ſovereign } eee, 
With which, thrice bath'd, the body will be found 
5 One moon ſecur'd unhurt from flame or wound: 
That month elaps'd the bathing we renew, 1 
No longer time avails the powerful dew. 5 
The proof of what! tell, thy wondering eyes 
Shall witneſs ſoon to thee a nobler prize 
5 (Or much I err) than if this day had view'd 
All Europe by thy conquering arm ſubdu'd. ww 
In recompenſe for what I ſhall beſtow | 
I aſſ but this here plight thy ſolemn vow, 
Ne'er from this hour by word or deed to harm 
My virgin honour, or my fears alarm. 
The damſe! thus the Pagan' $ ſuit ropreſs'd, 
Who now with new deſire of fame poſleſs'd, 
Vow's 
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Vow'd all he aſk” d, impatient to be made 
Alike impaſſive to the flame or blade: 


Reſolv'd to curb his luſt, till prov'd he view d 


The wondrous water with ſuch ſpell indu'd, 120 


n which his limbs might {corn each Wea pon's 


power, 


As Cygnus or Achilles ſcorn'd before ; 
But meant his compact ſhould no longer bind: 


No fear, no reverence, in his 1 impious mind, 


85 


5 Ver. 121. gy, G or Aebi! Ord tells us, et | 
Book x11, that Cygnus, the ſon of Neptune, could not be wounded. 
: The common ſtory of Achilles is, that he was dipped in the river 
Styx by his mother Thetis, and thereby became invulnerable in 
every part except the heel by which ſhe held him, and that he was 
at laſt ſhot by Paris at the altar, in the only vulnerable place, at the 
inſtigation of Apollo, durring the ceremony of his nuptials with 
Polyxena, the daughter of Priam. This fable is certainly of much 
later date than Homer, and not countenanced in the poems of Virgil, 


Horace, or Ovid. Homer repreſents him as being wounded in the 


battle of the river, by Aſteropeus, who was ambt- dexter, and threw 


two darts at Achilles at the ſame time. 
At once Aſteropeus diſcharg'd each lance, | 
| (For both his dextrous hands the lance could wield) 
One ſtruck, but pierc'd not the Vulcanian ſhield; 
One raz'd Achilles' hand, the e Ponting blood 


Spun forth—— | 
| Porz's Nd, B. XXI. v. 182: 


Achilles 


4 | ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XX1X, 
Of God or Saint—for breach of faith the worſt 12: 
Of Afric's ſons, by perjur'd deeds accurs'd! 

5 by O'er 


— — & * . " : 


— — 


Achilles was not ſlain in the temple, but bell! in the field of battle, 
accordin g to Homer, as appears by the converſation between that herg 
and Apamemnon in the ſhades. 


O ſon of Peleus! greater than naakind! 
(Thus Agamemnon' s kingly ſhade rejoin'd) 
Thrice happy thou, t) preſs the martial plain, 
Midſt heaps of heroes in thy quarrel ſlain: 
In clouds of ſmoke, rais'd by the noble tray, 


Great and terrifick e even in death you lay. 
Popk's Odyſ. Book xxiv. ver. 51. 


Heſ od has no account of the modern fable of Achilles, nor any 
ol the ancient Greek tragedians. Sophocles thus mentions his death, 
in the tragedy of Philoctetes, Act ii. Scene i. | 

Pi. Is then Achilles dead? 


Moor Mie in, and not 
By mortal wad; but hy Apollo”: 5 ſhaft 
Fell glorious*, _ 


Bion, who lived 187 years before Chriſt, in a fragment of as 
epithalamium on the nuptials of Peleus and T hetis, makes no mention 
of the immerſion in the Styx; neither does Catullus in his poem on 
the ſame ſubject, Strabo, who died 65 years after Catullus, does 
not ſpeak of this fable of the Styx, although he frequently alludes to 
the ſtory of Achilles, Horace calls Achilles. “ filius Thetidos 
Marinæ,“ in three places. He ſpeaks thus of his death -“ abſtulit 


9.9 


clarum cita mors Achillem;”” and mentions him frequently, but neyer 


as s having been! in vulnerable. 


* See Dr. Fraxckii' s elegant tranſlation of Sopho 10Cles, © 
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O'er hanging Cliffs, through vallies dark with 


ſhade, 


From towns and cities far the virgin ſtray'd, 


Collect- 


* 


Ovid gives no countenance to the ſtory, though he particularly 
commemorates the death of Cygnus, {lain by Achilles; and tells us, 
that the Grecian hero, to his great ſurpriſe, finding him invulnerable, 
was obliged to ſtrangle him; that before his death he boaſted to 
achilles of his ſuperior advantage derived from being the lon of f 
Neptune, a alluding to this preternatural gift. 


Nate dea (nam te fama prenovimus) inquit 


Ile, quid a nobis vulnus miraris abeſſe? 
(Mirabatur enim) non hæc, quam cernis equinis 
Fulva jubis, caſſis, neque onus cava parma ſiniſtræ 


Auxilio mihi ſunt: decor eſt queſitus ab iſtis. 
Mars quoque ab hoc capere arma ſolet: removebitur 
omne . 55 N 


Tegminis officium ; tamen indiſtrictus abibo. 
Eft aliquid, non elſe fatum Nereide, ſed qui 


5 Nereaque, et natas et totum temperet æquor. 


MeTan. Lib. wi. v. 86. 
Goddeſs born! * 


0 


For 1 not ale theſe arms are worn; 
This helm and heavy buckler L can {pare, 


As only Aecorations of the war: 
So Mars is arm'd for glory, not for need: 


Tis ſome what more from Neptune to proceed, 
Than from a daugliter of the ſea to ſpring: 
; Your Sire i 18 mortal, mine 18 Occan's King. 


mvs Dog 9 
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Collecting various herbs, while at her fide 
The Pagan watch'd, and every motion ey'd. 130 


Such 


_—_——_—— 


— — 


Secure of death, I could contemn thy dart | 
Though naked, and impaſſible depart. Davpkx. 
| The poet afterwards tells us, that Achilles was ſhot by an arrow 
from Paris, ſent into the midſt of the battle, but does not deſcribe 
him as wounded in any particular part: ſpeaking of Apollo ſtanding 
* Paris, he „ 
Dixit et oſtendens ſternentem Troia ferro 
Corpora Peliden, arcus obvertit in illum : 
Certaque letifera direxit ſpicula dextra. 
- Mer. Lib. Xii. ver. 604. 
He ſaid, ad ſhow'd from far the bang ſhield 
And ſword, which but Achilles none could wield, 
And how he look'd a God, ang mow'd the landing 
field. 


The Deity himſelf tired Acht 
Ih envenom'd 28 and wings the fatal flight. 1 
Davprx. 

"Vil records the circumltance ot his being flain by Paris, in the 
prayer of Aneas to Apollo, which Dryden tranſlates with haſty 
inaccuracy, his mind being impreſſed with the popular fable. 
Indulgent God! propitious power to Troy | 

| Swiſt to relieve, unwilling to deſtroy z = 
5 Directed by whoſe hand, the Dardan dart 
Pierc'd the proud Grecian's only mortal part. 

F or which the original gives no authority: the words of Virgil 
Are, | | 
Phoebe, graves Troja "EVEN miſerate labores, 
| Dardana qui Paridis direxti tela manuſque 1 
Corpus in E. AC a 8 | A u. vi. 6. 

Thus 


g. XXI. ORLANDO FURIOSO, 40: 
Such ſtore provided now as ſeem'd to ſuit 
Her preſent purpoſe, or with leaf or root, 


Damp 


Thus faithfully rendered by Pitt. | 5 


"Hear, Phcebus, gracious God ! whoſe aid divine 
So oft has ſav'd the wretched Trojan line, 
And wing'd the ſhaft from Paris Phrygian bow, 
The ſhaft that laid the great Achilles low. 
The ſtory of Achilles being flain in the temple at his nuptials with 
Polyxena, ſeems to have been of later invention than his dipping in 


1 the Styx: the author of both theſe fables is unknown; but the firſt 


may be traced back, if notto theinventor, at leaſt as early as the Auguſ- 
tan age, when Hyginus, the freedman of Augſtusand friend of Ovid, 


relates the death of Achilles thus, and ſeems to ſpeak of the incident 


of the heel as a current, but probably a vulgar ſtory ; and therefore 
not noticed by the Claſc writers of the time, who cloſely adhered. to 8 
the authority of Homer. 
« Hectore ſepulto, cum Achilles circa mœnia Ped vagare- : 
5 tur, ac diceret ſe ſolum Trojam expugnaſſe, Apollo iratus, Alexan- 
drum Parin ſe ſimulans, talum, quem mortalem habuiſſe dicitur, 

| ſagitta percuſſit et occidit.” _ 

« After the funeral. of Hector, when Achilles was a before 
the walls of Troy that he ſingly would take the city, Apollo being 
incenſed, took upon him the likeneſs of Paris, and wounding Achilles 
in the heel, in which he was ſaid to be mortal, flew him.“ 
The hiſtories now extant under the names of Dictys Cretenſis, 
and Dares the Phrygian, both ſaid to have been preſent at the fiege 
of Troy, have the ſtory of Achilles with all the modern circum- 
ſtances; but theſe hiſtories are ſuppoſititious, the originals being loſt. 

Lo Atatius 


FRO ORLANDO FURIOS9, 8. XXIX. 
Damp evening roſe, when to their home they came, 
Where ſhe, the paragon of virtuous fame, 


What 


Statius, who died gi years after Chriſt, in his Achilleid mentions 
the circumſtance of the river Styx. Thetis ſpeaking to Chiron, ſays, 
Sæpe ipſa, nefas! ſub inania natum 

. Tartaray et ad Stygios! iterum a fero mergere fonres, 


| Lis. J. 
How oft this 8 could hell's dire horrors brave, | 
To plunge my öffspring in the Stygian wave! 


She ſays to her ſon, when ſhe has taken him to Scyros : : 


Mox iterum campos, itetum Centaurica reddam 

Luſtra tibi; per ego hoc decus, et ventura juventa: 
Gaudia, ſi terras, humilemque experta maritum 5 

Te propter, ſi progenitum Stygis amne ſevero 

Armavi (totumque utinam) cape tuta parumper 

Tegmina, nil nocitura animo. 55 Lis, II. 


Soon ſhalt thou view (when eas'd my preſent fears) | 
- Thoſe ſhades, where Chiron watch'd thy playful years, : 
Again thy own—By all thy hop'd for praile ! 
By all the joys that wait thy youthful days! 
If, for thy ſake, a mortal's bed I choſe, 
And bear, for ther, a mother's anxious woes; 
It Styx, by me, thy tender limbs could arm, 
(Why felt not every part the potent charm !) 
Here bear, a while ſecure, the female name, 
Nor think theſe robes can taint thy future fame. 


Seneca, Plutarch, and Pauſanias a are ſilent on this head. Out 
Calaber, Who lived about two hundred years after Auguſtus, and 
wrote a ſupplement to Homer's Iliad, repreſents Achilles as wound- 
ed by M emnon, king of che Ethiopians, Lactantius, in his argument 
to the xiith book of the Metamorphoſes, refers to the vulgar tradition 
| en. „„ T 
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What yet remain'd of night, with ſeeming” care 135 
Employ'd the powerful mixture to prepare, 


That 


— — — — 


of the heel, which is the more ſingular, as no ſach circumſtance : 
occurs in his author: and Servius, in his note on the vith book of 
the ZEncid, to the before cited paſſage has the like reference. In the 
edition of Virgil by Maſuicius, the commentator on the ſame place, 
refers both to the ſtory of the Styx and of Polyxena : and, ſpeaking 
of the words here made uſe of by the poet, he adds: Et bene ait 
direxti-quafi ad ſolum vulnerabilem locum. Dryden, in the preface 
o his tranſlation of the Fneid refers to a paſſage of M. Segrais 
where the French writer is defending Virgil for giving his hero en- 
chanted arms. This accuſation (lays Dryden) muſt fall on 
Homer ere it can reach Virgil. Achilles was as well provided with 
them as Eneas, though he was invulneralle without them.” He 
goes on thus: „ In defence of Virgil—he has been more cautious 
than his predeceſſor or deſcendents, for Eneas was actually wound- 
d in the xüth book of the Eneid. Thus far Dryden. But itis very 
extraordinary that ſo cool and judicious a critic as Segrais ſhould take 
up this unclaſſical fable. Speaking of the enchanted arms given to 
the heroes of epic poetry or romance, he lays, © Ces preſens des 
Dieux, ſont meme une preuve de la valeur du prince, aqui ils font faits; 
et il ne ſe trouve point que les mechans et les hommes mediocres 
ayent obtenu des graces pareilles, la providence ne les accorde quaux 
hommes rares qui meritent ſeuls, qu'elle les conſerve dans les dangers 
01 leur courage les porte. Autrement il faudroit dire qu” Achille 
toit 525 vaillant, puis qu "outre un pareil ſecours d'armes forges par 


'Þ d 3 | | Volcain, 
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That bubbled o'er the blaze, while ſtill the knight 
With due attention mark'd each myſtic me” 
Now with his ſquires in ſportive dice and play 
The king of Algiers paſs'd the hours away, 140 
When from the kindled fire, the heat enclos'd 
In narrow bounds, to raging thirſi diſpos'd 
The lozd and menials, who inſatiate drain'd 
Two vaſes hu ge that Grecian wine contain'd, 
Which from ſome travellers the day before 145 
His ſquires had ſe1z'd, and to their maſter bore. 


** 


—— —— 


Valcain fa mere avoit encore REES des charmes gui . abe in- 
vulneraòle. 1 

To conclude this rubjea, i in ae diſcuſſion of which [ hope 1 al 
not have been thought tedious, though the firſt i inventor of the ſtory 
is unknown, it is undoubtedly of conſiderable antiquity, and has been 
occaſionally made uſe of or rejected by different authors, but ought _ 
certainly never to be alluded to in any criticiſm or obſervation on 
Homer, to whom the fable appears to be wnolly unknown. But it 
is no wonder that a fiction of this kind, ſo conſonant to the genius of 
romance, ſhould be adopted by Boyardo and Arioſto. 

Ver. 125. —— the worſt 

Of Afrit 5 fone, by Gris 'd deeds aceurfl—] 

The ill faith of the Carthaginians was known to a proverb in the 
time of the Romans, Punica Ades. Thus Addiion in the mouth of 
Juba: | | 


— 


Our Punic faith 
1s infamous, and branded to a 2 proverb. ” Caro. 


Stern 
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Stern Rodomont till then to wine unus'd, 
Which to his ſect the prophet s law refus'd, 

Extoll'd the heavenly liquor far above 
Celeſtial manna, or the drink of Jove; N 
And blaming now his country s ancient rite, 
f Huge bowls and goblets empties with delight: 
From hond to hand with foaming brimmers crown 'd, 
The wine ſw ift circle, , and the head turns round. 
At length removing from the crackling flame 153 
The vaſe with herbs infus'd, the virgin dame 
>To Rodomont began—What beſt may prove 
FX he w ords I ſpeak, and every doubt remove, 
Experience, that can ſever truth from lies, 
Inſtruct the learn d, and make the vulgar wiſe, 160 
Not on another, but on me ſhall ſhow 


The wondrous power this unstion can beſtow. 


q Behold me now, while 0 'er my fearleſs head 


Ez My neck and breaſt the potent charm I ſhed, 
T by force, thy ſword undaunted to receive ; „„ 
And prove if that can ſtrike, or this can cleave. 

| She ſaid; and ſtooping as the ſpoke, diſplay d 
Her neck uncover d to the Pagan blade 
l unthinking Saracen, (whoſe wretched ſenſe, | 
Wi inc had ſubdu'd, for which was no defence 10 
'D d 5 5 From 
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From helm or ſhield) he, at the fatal word, 

Rais'd his fell arm, and bar'd his murdering word, 
And, lo! that head, where love was wont to dv. ef] 
From her fair neck and bre aſt divided fell: 17 
Thrice from the floor the head was ſeen to bound; 


And thrice was hea ard Zerbino's name to ſound, 


,.. 


Ver. 176. And thrice vas hearc: 7 Kc. —] Corflambo, the 
| giant's 8 head! in Spenſer, ſpeaks when cut off by Arthur. | : 
Fairy QuEztn, Þ. iv. C. Yu. 
Us head before him humbled on the ground, 
he while his bubbling tongue did yet blaſpheme. 

& Poetry deals in the wonderful, and nothing is ſo tame and pro- 
ſaic as Scaliger s Criticiſm on the verſe of Homer IL. x. which Spen- 
fer had in view, © Falſum eſt a pulmone caput avulſum loqui poſſe,” 
It is falſe that a head can * after ſeparation from che 8 
Hear Ovip. ME r. v. ver. 14. 

Demetit enſe caput; quod protinus incidit arz, 

Atque ibi e verba execrantia linguæ 

FEdidit- | 

„The retichant falchion lopt his head away, 

The gory viſage on the altar lay, 
White on the lips imperfect accents hung, 
And curſes linger'd on the dying tongue. 
* And ſpeaking of a lady's tongue, (which may be leſs 1 1 


ſul ; when cut off and flung upon the ground, he ſays, £ terr2que 
tremens immurmurat.” 


— trembling murmurs on the ground. | 
So Homer, who is all wonderful, and the father of all poctical 
wonders, ſpeaks of Dolon, whoſe head was cut off by Diomed. 
Mr. Pope s tranflation is admirable. | 


«6 The head, yet ſpeaking, mutter 'd 48 ft fell,” 
1 


Fort 


"See Ui ron s Notes on SPENSER. 
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For whoſe dear ſake the found ſuch way t eſcape 
The Pagan's hand, nor fear'd, in ſuch a ſhape, 
encounter death to follow him the 4er 
Hail, ſpotleſs foul! for pureſt faith approv'd, 180 
Whoſe att has ſhown how dear thy plighted ſpouſe 
By thee was held, how dear thy virgin vows: 

Fair Chaſtity, on earth now little heard, 

By thee to life and blooming years preferr'd. 

Go, bleſſed foul ! depart in peace to Heaven! 185 
30 to my feeble Muſe ſuch aid be given, 
As may with every grace the ſong adorn, 
And give thy name to ages yet unborn! 

| Go hence in peace to Heavy en, and leave behind 
Thy bright example ſtill to womankind! . 190 
At this ſtupendous deed, from pureſt ſkies 


On earth the great Creator bent his eyes, 


Ver. 180. Hail, ſpotleſs, foul!] On this paſſage Mr. Upton ob- 
lerves, that Arioſto, in admiration of the chaſtity and martyrdom 2 
 Habella, breaks out into a moſt elegant apoſtrophe, which Spenſer | 


copies in his addrefs to Florin, when ſhe is in priſon tempted: by 
Proteus. 


Eternal thraldom was to bes more lief 
Than loſs of chaſtity, or *change of love—— | 
Moſt virtuous virgin, glory be thy meed, 
And crown of heavealy praiſe with ſaints above— 
But yet, what fo my feeble mule can frame 
Shall be t' advance. 


Fairy Quzex, B. iii. C. viii. St. 42. 
1 And 


410 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXIX. 
And ſaid— Thy virtue merits more renown, 
Than hers whoſe death robb'd Tarquin of his crown : 
Henceforth I mean for ever for thy ſake, 195 
Amidſt my Saints a great decree to make, 
Which by th' inviolable ftream ! ſwear, 
Io every future age thy praiſe ſhall bear: 

Let every maid that holds thy name be bleſt 


With genius, beauty, virtue, o'er the reſt 200 


Ver. 197. IWWhich by ty inviolable ftream I favear— ] Kuſcelli, 
the Italian commentator, takes great pains to clear Arioſto from cen- 
ſure, for having introduced the Supreme Being, on this occaſion, 
taking an oath like Jupiter in the Iliad or /Eneid; tho' I fear that 
ſuch paſſage can be defended by no argument adduced in its juſ- 
tziication, but that it mult in genneral be acknowledged, that Arioſto, 


like the reſt of hiscountrymen, often introduces the ſictions of poetry . 


on the moſt ſolemn occaſions. But a heavier charge may be here 
brought againſt the poet for making the Almighty approve the action 
of Lucretia, and thereby giving a ſanction to ſuicide, This paſſage 
the Italian commentator has candidly confelled to be a 5 breach 
of propriety and decorum. | 
Ver. 199. Let every maid that boldi thy name, &c.] By this 
extravagant propheſy on all who bear the name of Iſabella, the poet 
is faid to make an eulogium on the ducheſs of Mantua, the daughter 
of Hercules duke of Ferrara, and wife of Ferrando king of Naples; 
the wife of Feidinando king of Spain, to whoſe wiſdom is attributed 
chiefly the diſcovery of the new world by Columbus ; the wife of 
Frederick, king of Naples; the wife of Ubaldo, duke of Urbino; 
but more eſpecially a daughter of the king of Hungary, who was 


canonized by pope Gregory IX. for the lanctity of her life; all 
theſe ladies bore the name of Iſabella, 


© Poe 34 CEHI. 


Of 
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Of woman's ſex, but moſt the prize obtain 

For chaſtity and faith without a ſtain; 

While Pindus, Helicon, Farnaſſus hill 

Sound Iſabella, Iſabella (till, 204 
Th' Almighty ſpoke, the air was huſh'd around, 

Smooth ſpread the waves o'er ocean's vaſt profound, 

To the third Heaven the virgin-ſoul withdrew, 

And in the arms of her Zerbino few, 

While, left behind, this ſecond Bruſus ſtood, 209 

Aballt'd, confounded, ſtain'd with guiltleſs blood; 

Who now, the wine's o'er- maſtering fames diſpell' d, 

Curs- d his dire raſhneſs, and with grief beheld _ 

The breathleſs body of the murder d maid, 

And ponder' d how t apeaſe her angry made: a 

dince to her mortal part he death could give, 215 


5 He hopes to make her 1 name immortal live. 


_— —— —-— 


22 


Ver. 207. To the third Hon" Aale here follows the 
fiction of ſome of the ancient poets who taught that thoſe loyers, 
who had been conſtant, were after death received into the third 
Heaven, the region of Venus the goddeſs of love. Poxcaccai. 
Ver. 209. Bruſus—] Bruſus, ſurnamed without mercy, a 
character ia the romances of the Round-Table. He is largely 
ſpoken of by Alamanni, in his poetical romance of GizoxE 1 Con- 
test; andis mentioned by Pulci i 1a his Meni, Canto xili. who 
calls him DO without Pity. | 


For 
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For this intent, the place where late ſhe dwelt, 

Where her fair form his brutal fury felt, 

He chang'd or built anew, with ſpacious room 

Enlarg'd, converting to a ſtately tomb. 220 

From various parts around him, far and near, 

Artiſts he found for favour or for fear: | 

SIX thouſand men, with ceaſeleſs labour, wrought 

Huge maily ſtones, from neighbouring quarries 

| brought; 
W ith thoſe he bade the ately building C5 

Of wondrous bulk, that liſted to the ſkies. 

Its towering head, and in the midſt enclos'd 

The faithful lovers* that in death repos'd. 

Such was the ſtructure which the world amaz'd, 

By Adrian on the banks of Tyber rais' d. 230 

Cloſe to the ſepulchre a tower was join'd, 


The ſpacious dwelling for himſelf deſign'd. 


— — —— — —— —— = > . ͤ ͤ—ä—ä—ä—  <nro——c nr e ro 


* Zranixo and ISABEL LA. 


Ver. 230. By Adrian on the banks of T yber rais Md): The 
poet means the noble caſtle of St. Angelo at Rome, built by Pope 
Adrian VI. on the river Tyber. This building was afterwards en- 
larged by ſeveral ſucceſſive WR till Pius V. put the finiſhing. 
hand t . | 


A nar 
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A narrow bridge, ſcarce two feet wide, he made, 
Fair ſtretch'd in length, which 9'er the ſtream he 
laid 8 5 
That ran beneath, and ſcarce the bridge ſupply'd 235 

Space for two ſteeds abreaſt to croſs the tide, 

Or, meeting, paſs: nor plac'd from end to end 
Was rail or fence the ſtranger to defend. 

Baptiz'd or Pagan, all that travel here, 239 


= 


Je will'd henceforth ſhould buy their pailag age Maus: 


ä—dN“— — — 


Ver. 233. A narrow bridge—] This ſiction of Rodomont's 
bridge is truly in the ſpirit of romance. We often read of knights 
h g with ſuch adventures: in the old romance of Morte Arthur, 
ir Launcclot encounters A churl who eee a pailage over a 
river. | | 
« On the third day he rode over a great long bridge, and ben | 
ſtarted upon him ſuddenly a paſſing foul churl, and he {mote his 
horſe on the noſe, that he turned about, and aſked him why he rode 
over that bridge without his licenſe? and he ſtruck at him with a 
mighty great club full of pins of iron. Then Sir Launcelot drew his 
fro ord, and put the ſtroke back, and clove his head unto the navel.” 
ON ” MoxTs ARTHUR, Part i. C. cxi. 
97 18 bas E paſſage ſimilar to this of Ariolto, where a bridge of 
this kind is detcribed, and a combat enſues between Sir Arthegal and 
2 Saracen | 
N ere beyond, 
A cun 1 + cruel Saracen doth wonne, 
That reps a bridge's paſſage by ſtrong kind: 
— And man, Errant Knights hath there foredonne. | 


Faigy QUEEN, B. v. C. ii. St. 4. 
For 
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For with their ſpoils, t' atone the virgin's doom, 
He vow'd a thouſand trophies at her tomb. 
Ten days beheld the bridge complete; but more | 
Requir'd to raiſe the ſepulchre and tower: _ 
Yet well the work advanc'd, and on the height 245 
A watch was plac'd to note each coming knight; 
And oft as near the bridge a warrior drew, | 
The horn to Rodomont a ſignal blew. 
Sudden he arm'd him for the courſe, and ſtood 
Now here, now there, on elther ſide the flood. 250 
Whene'er a warrior reach'd the fatal tower, 
| The king of Algiers took the adverſe ſhore : 
| The flender bridge the dangerous liſt ſupply'd, 
There if the ſteed but little ſwery'd aſide, 
Prone in the river's headlong depth he fell: 255 
No fight, for peril, could ſuch fight excel. 
Thus often riſk'd, the Saracen believ'd 
Whene' er he fell, the ruſhing ſtream receiy d 
In draughts compell d, would purify his ſoul 
For fins committed through th inflaming bowl; 
As if from water certain cure was brought 261 
For wrongs, which wine by hand or tongue had 
wrought. = 
Few. 


3 
= 
1 
4 

5 
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Few days elaps'd, ere numerous knight were led, 
For Spain and Italy that path to tread. 


The thirſt of fame, to ſome more dear than life, 265 


Brought many knights to prove the dangerous ſtrife, 
While all who hop' d the victor's meed to gain, 


Reſign'd their arms, and numbers there were ſlain. 


Of vanquiſh' d Pagans that the courſe had run, 


He kept their {ſpoils alone, and armour won. 270 


Of theſe the names on tablets fairly trac'd, 
And hung on high the poliſh'd marble grac a: 
But every Chriſtian cloſe i in durance pent 
He held, deſign'd for Afric to be ſent. 


* he work proceeding, on a certain day, 975 


The mad Orlando thither bent his way. 


The frantic earl by fortune thither came, 


When Rodomont, bebde the rapid ſtream, 


Urg' d on the taſk : as yet unfiniſh'd ſtood 


The tower and tomb, and ſcarcely o'er the flood 280 ; 
The bridge complete, when thither came the knight 
Of wits diſtraught, what time in corſelet bright 
'The Pagan watch'd to guard the tomb and tower, 
And all his armour, ſave his helmet, wore. - 
| Meanwhile Orlando, as his frenzy led, 5 


Ar once o'erleapt the bar with fearleſs tread: 


3 3 ; Him 


a — T —— 
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Him Rodomont, who ſtood on foot, eſpy'd 
And thus from far-—Forbear thy ſteps (he cry'd). 
This bridge, thou flave! was ne'er defign'd for thee, 
But noble knights and lords of high degree. 295 
Orlando, ſtranger now to reaſon's force, 
Turn'd a deat ear, and onward held his courſe. 
1 muſt chaſtiſe this fool (the Pagan cries) 
And as he ſpeaks, with rapid feet he flies 
To plunge him in the ſtream, nor thinks to try 300 
A fall with one that could his ſtrength defy. 

And now. it chanc'd a fair and gentle dame, 
T attempt the paſſage near the river came; 
Her lovely form in courtly weeds array d. 
And all her mien a noble race diſplay'd. 305 
Lo! | this was ſhe (if ſtill your mind retain - 
The tale I told) who long had ſought in vain 
The ſteps of Brandimart, and far explor” 3 
Each part but that which now detain d her lord. 


[TIE 


— 


Ver. 336 — 7 Jill your mind retain 

The tale I told—] Flordelis is here again intro- 

daced, who laſt made her appearance in the xxivth book, ver. 535. 

and was preſent at the ſingle combat between Mandricardo and 

L.erbino; after which the continued her ſearch of Brandimart till ſhe 
came to this bridge. . 


Fair 
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Fair Flordelis, arriving near the flood, 310 
| Beheld where on the bridge the Pagan ſtood, 
Clos'd with Orlando, while each nerve he ply'd 
To hurl the madman headlong in the tide. 
The virtuous dame, when, with a nearer view, 
She mark'd his features, well Orlando knew; $15 
And fill'd with grief, at ſuch dire light amaz'd, 

On him thus naked and forlorn ſhe gaz'd 

Awhile ſhe ſtaid t' await the conflièt 8 OY 
Where two ſuch foes i in matchleſs ſtrength contend. 
T hey preſs, they gripe, their utmoſt nerve they ſhow, 
Each ſtrives the other from the bridge to throw, 316 
And, muttering to himſelt, the Pagan eries, 

What to this fool ſuch unlook'd force ſupplies? = 
Now here, now there he ſtruggles, ſhifts, and turns, 
With ſhame he reddens, and with wrath he burns: 
: With either hand he ſeeks, in vain, to take "= 321 I 
Some firmer hold, that beſt the earl may wake, 
And oft between his legs the furious knight Ls 
The left foot now inſerts, and now the right. 


1 Orlando Rodomont entwines around, . 325 


Like the fierce bear that ſtruggles from che ground : 


I uproot the tree from which he fell, and deals 


5 His ſenſeleſs rage on that Which nothing feels. 
Voi, l. k ies 
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| Hapleſs Orlando, with his wits deſtroy' d. 330 
Nor ſlight, nor art, but ſtrength alone employ'd; 
(Such wondrous ſtrength the world from end to end 
No living chief to equal him could ſend!) 
| Himſelf now backward from the bridge he threw, 
And with him, cloſe embrac'd, the Pagan drew. 33; 

Both fink together to the depth profound, 

Leap the daſh'd waves, and loud the ſhores. re- 
ſound ! 

| The water ſoon divides their fruggling limbs ; * 
Orlando, naked, diſincumber'd ſwims: 
Amid the ſtream he plies, as with an oar, 340 
His ſtrong knit joints, and ſafely gains the 88 
Then o'er the plain he ſpeeds his courſe, nor ſtays 
To mark how far he merits blame or praiſe. 

The Pagan, whom his ponderous arms ſurround, 

More ſlowly gains, at length, the diſtant 8 345 
: Meanwhile ſecurely o'er the bridge and tide 

The dame had paſt, and round on every fide 
Explor d the tomb, if there her anxious eye 

Might any ſpoils of Brandimart eſpy. 

Yet while Nor arms, nor mantle there ſhe : 
view'd e N 3⁵⁰ 


of him ſhe loy'd—fond hope ſhe till rene wo d 


1. 
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To meet her lord but let us turn to IN 
The wretched earl, who fled with ſenſeleſs mind, 


And left the bridge, the ſtream, and tower be-“ 
hind, | {© > WO 
Wild were the thought t' attempt in tuneful . 
The madneſs of Orlando to rehearſe: 
Such various feats—their number would excel, 
What leiſure could deſcribe, or tongue could tell: 
A few I chuſe that beſt befit my ſong ; 3 In 
A few that to my ſtory beſt belong : e 360 
Nor will 1 fail the wonder to recite _ 
Wrought near Toloſa on Pyrene's height. 
er many a tract of land the ear] had paſt, 
"Nod reach'd the range of craggy hills at laſt, 364 5 


Tat ſever France from Spain, whoſe lofty head 


| Receives the beams by evening Phœbus ſhed. o_ 
1 Here, while he pac'd along 2 narrow way, 5 
That o'er a deep tremendous valley lay, | 


- 
"XR - 1 5 - n he — 


— — — 2 — ——_— 


1 3 352. enn it. 
| "The wretched mm} He returns to Flordeli, book 
- XXX1, ver. 429. | 7: | b 


Ver. 354.— 


and tower behind. 7 He returns. 70 
Rodomont, book xxxi. ver. . 0 

Ver. 355. Wild were the thought—] Concerning the extrava- 
i gant feats of Orlando i in his madneſs, the Neale is referred to the 
note on book XX1y. ver. 34. ines 


E e 2 3 
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Two lage lde be met, who drove before 
A laden als that wantry fuel bore. 370 
Thefe, when they view'd the hapleſs champion loft 
To every ſenſe, as in their path he croſt, 
Aloud they call'd, and, threatening, bade him leave 
The middle track, and free the paſſage give. 
Orlando to their threats no word return'd, 375 
But with his foot, beneath the belly, ſpurn'd 
- The wretched beaſt, with ſtrength beyond compare, 
And rais'd from earth diſmiſs'd to ſoar in air; 
Thence on the ſummit of a Hill he fell, 
That rear'd its head a mile beyond the dell. 380 
The youths he next aſſail'd: one leſs diſcreet | 
15 Than happy, ohanc'd a ſtrange eſcape to meet: 
For, ſtruck with terror, from the hanging lep 
5 Twice thirty feet he took a ventrous leap: 8 5 
A thorny buſh againſt the cliff 's rough ſide 383 
That in the mid-way grew, its aid ſupply'd 
| To break his fall; and now, unhurt, he ſtood, 
Save that his face the bramble's greeting ſhow'd, [ | 
That raz'd the Kin, and drew the purple blood. 
His fellow ſeia d a jutting crag, and ſprung 390 
To ſcale the rock, but white aloft he clung, | 


The | 
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The madman, on his ſwift deſtruQtion bent, 
Graſp'd either leg, theſe at his arms extent 
He ftrain'd aſunder, till, with dreadful force, 

He tore in bloody halves the panting corſe. 395 

Thus, for his bird, the falconer oft prepares 
| The living meal, when limb from limb he tears 

The fowl or heron, deſtin'd for his food, 
With entrails warm and fleſh diſtilling blood. 15 
Thrice happy he that in the vale beneath 400 
Surviv'd a fall, that threaten'd inſtant death. . 
This wondrous chance he made to others Known, 
Which Turpin to our age delivers down. 

Such deeds, and many far tranſcending thought, 
The madman, as he paſs'd the mountain, wrought, 
Till wandering far, deſcending to the plain, 406 
He reach'd at length the ſouthern bounds of Spain, 
And bent his courſe along the ſea, that laves 
Fair Teracona- s ſtrand with briny waves. 

1 There, with ſtrange ſchemes his brain diſtemper d | 
fill'd, 

lle meant a dwelling on the beach to build, 
A ſhelter from the ſun; and, cover' 'd oer 


With parching ſand, upon the burning ſhore 


410 


Con- 


4 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXIX, 
Conceal'd he lay, when lo! the princely dame 

Of rich Cathay with her Medoro came. 415 
' Theſe late eſpous'd, by fortune thither brought, 
From the ſteep height the Spaniſh borders ſought. 
Th' unthinking damſel near Orlando drew, 
Who, ſave his head, lay buried deep from view. 
The ſqualid look her frantic lover wore, 420 
No memory wak'd of him ſhe knew before: 
; For ſince the time his frenzy had begun, 
He wander d, naked, in the ſhade or ſun : 
His tawny members ſeem'd to ſpeak his birth 

In hat Sienna, or the ſultry earth, 4 
5 Where Amon's fane in Garamantia ſtood, 5 

Or thoſe ſteep hills whence Nile derives his flood - 

Deep in the ſocket ſunk each gloomy oye,” 


His viſage pale, his features lean and dry: 


Ver. 425. In 2 Sienna, or the ſultry earth 

pere Amon's ane. Sienna, a city of Egypt, 
ſubject to the moſt intenſe heat of the ſun. The temple of Amon 
was ſituated in Africa, and held i in veneration by the Garamantians, 
a people inhabiting thoſe parts. 


Ver. 447, Or thoſe ſleep bilk—] Mountain of Ethiopia called 
the e Mountains a the Moon. 5 


IIis 
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His uncomb'd hair in fearful elflocks hung; 430 
His ſqualid beard was matted, thick, and long. 
Scon as Angelica, with ſtartled book; 

The madman view'd, through every joint ſhe ſhook : 
She ſhook with fear, while loud to heaven ſhe cry . 

And call'd for ſuccour to her truſty guide: 435 
. When mad Orlando view'd that lovely face, 

As if, by inſtinct, ſtarting from his place, 

He gaz'd, and with an idiot joy beheld, 

Thoſe heavenly charms that every charm excell' d-: 
Though all reflection that ſhe once poſſeſs'd | 440 
IIis ſoul's dear love was baniſh'd from his breaſt. 
He ſees, he likes—and what he likes purſues: 
So the ſtaunch hound, amid the tainted dews, 
Winds his fleet prey : the youth who vie w d his dame 

Thus cloſely preſt, behind the madman came : 445 
With tramplin g courſer, and to rage inflam' d, 
Againſt his back the glittering weapon aim'd. 
Sheer through his neck he thought to drive the 

| ſword, 
But found the wondrous fleſh no paſs and. 


: Orlando felt the ſword, and turning round, 450 
vw ith hand, unarm'd, laid lifeleſs on the ground 


Medoro' Y 


| Medoro's ſteed then haſten'd to purſue 
The trembling damſel that before him flew, 

That ſpurr'd her mare, whoſe pace had ſeem'd too 

"Wow. CEPT ENT A | 

1 hough like an arrow from the well ſtrung bow. 455 

But now ſhe call'd her laſt reſource to mind, 

Her wondrous ring, which ſtill ſhe us'd to find 

Her ſure defence, which held between her lips, 5 

Conceal'd her perſon with a ſtrange eclipſe: a 


The charm ſhe try' d, and vaniſh'd from the fi ight, 


As with the whiſtling blaſt th' extinguiſh'd light. 4610 | 


Then, whether fear, or whether eager haſte, 
Th' affrighted damſel in her ſeat diſplac d; 
Or whether then her mare, ill-fated, fell 


| By ſudden trip—' tis doubtful here to tell. 465 


But while the ring ſhe from her finger drew, 
And, in her mouth diſpos'd, conceal'd from view | 
Her lovely form, the ſtirrups from her feet 

She loſt, and tumbled headlong from her ſeat: 


And had ſhe nearer fall'n, the madman' s arm 470 | 


Had ſurely ſeiz'd and wrought her further harm; 
Her life perhaps had then the forfeit paid 
For all hex ſcorn—but Fortune gave her aid. 
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Now muſt the damſel, of her mare bereft, 


Some other palfrey ſeek by fraud or theft: 475 
For this the Paladin with eager ſpeed 
Purſues; and doubt not here another ſteed 
Will ſoon be her's but let us now repair 
To him who, loſing thus the vaniſh'd fair, 
Her beaſt purſu'd along the ſandy plain: 460 
At length he ſeiz'd her by the flowing mane: 
With eaſe the Paladin her ſwiftneſs ſtay” d, 
As one with gentle hand the gentler maid. 
The bridle now he took, and with a bound, 
The frantic hero, riſing from the ground, 485 | 
: Vaults in the ſeat, then drives her many a mile, 


| Nor gives a moment's reſpite to her toil; 


N or frees her from the ſaddle, bit, or rein, 
Nor lets her taſte of graſs, or hay, or grain. 


It chanc'd as 0'er a foſſe he ur g'd her pace, 490 
Both beaſt and man fell headlong i in the place, | 


No hurt Orlando knew: but with the ſhock 
The wretched beaſt, miſus'd, her ſhoulder broke. | 


——_ 
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Will foon be her a—] Angelica is mentioned again 


for the laft time, Book xxx. ver. 1d. 
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And here compell'd awhile Orlando ſtays, 


At length athwart his back the mare he a 495 


And bears as far, as ſent with vigorous art, 
Thrice from the bow-ſtring flies the feather d dart; 
| Till by the weight oppreſt, with rein in hand, 
Ile leads her limping o'er the ſhelly ſtrand: 
0 The crippled mare purſues his ſteps with pain— | 


Come on—come on—Orlando cries in vain. 501 


At length the bridle, with a nooſe ſupply'd 5 
He took, and round her better leg he ty'd, 
Then dragg' d along, and as he gragg d, he laid: 


Well may ſt thou follow now, ſo gently led. 505 


Againſt the flinty road the covering bait 
_ Was rent and torn, and all the fteſh laid bare, 
Till de ath enſu'd; nor yet Orlando ceas d, 
But onward drew the mangled lifeleſs bealt: 


Stil. towards the weſt he paſs'd, andi in his courſe 5 10 


f Dwellings and towns he waſted, took by force 
From trembling peaſants all the food he ſought, | 
Or fruit or fleſh: of wretches whom he caught 


Unhappy ſome he maim d, and ſome he flew, 


And on his way with. rage ungovern'd flew. 00 | 


Thus had it far'd with her whom once he loy' d, 
8 But from her ring a better fate the pro d. = 


Curſi 
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B. Xxx. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 427 
Curſt be the ring! and evil chance betide 


The knight that with the gift her hand ſupply'd! E 


Elſe had Orlando full revenge obtain d 520 


For him, and each whom once her pride diſdain'd. 
N ot ſhe alone, but would that all her kind 
Were to Orlando s frantic. arm conſign' . 


All are ingrate! nor midſt the perjur'd race, 


Is one whoſe merits claim the ſmalleſt grace : ft - 525 


But hold, or ſtrain'd too far, my weary Iyre 
= May 11] ſupply the ſound my lays require. 
Here let us for awhile the tale ſuſpend, 
Till the Pleas' 'd ear again attention lend. 


END OF THE TWENTY-NINTH BOOK. 
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